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PASTOR
Fr. Joseph Grima
pastor@blessedozanam.ca

OFFICE INQUIRIES
o	ce@blessedozanam.ca

SACRAMENTAL INQUIRIES
firstcommunion@blessedozanam.ca
confirmation@blessedozanam.ca

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS
St. Joseph CES  905-294-4045
St. Julia Billiart CES   905-471-8221
St. Kateri Tekakwitha CES   905-471-4477
Sir Richard W. Scott CES   905-472-3964
St. Brother André CHS  905-294-7671

WEEKDAY MASS

St. Brother André CHS (chapel)
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00 a.m.

WEEKEND MASS

St. Julia Billiart CES
Saturday  5:00 p.m.
Sunday  10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
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Saint André Bessette 
 
When André – then known as Alfred Bessette came to the Holy Cross Brothers 
in 1870, he was prayerful and deeply devoted to God. The Holy Cross Brothers 
took him in but soon asked him to leave the order, as he was weak and sickly. 
He appealed to a visiting bishop who promised him that he could stay and take 
his vows.  
 
In 1904, he approached the Archbishop of Montreal to request permission to 
build a chapel on the mountain near the college. The Archbishop refused to go 
into debt and would only give permission for Brother André to build what he 
had money for. He had collected nickels as donations from haircuts he gave the 
boys. Although he had collected for years, he had only a few hundred dollars.  
 
André built what he could – a small wood shelter 15 by 18 feet. The Archbishop 
later granted him permission to keep building as long as he didn't go into debt. He started by adding a roof 
so that those attending wouldn't have to stand out in the rain and the wind. Then came walls, heating, a 
paved road up the mountain, a shelter for pilgrims, and finally a place where Brother André and others could 
live and take care of the shrine -- and the pilgrims who came - full-time. Through kindness, caring, and 
devotion, Brother André helped many souls experience healing and renewal on the mountaintop. There were 
even cases of physical healing.  
 
Despite financial troubles, Brother André never lost faith or devotion. At ninety-years old he told his co-
workers to place a statue of St. Joseph in the unfinished, unroofed basilica. He was so ill he had to be carried 
up the mountain to see the statue in its new home. Brother André died on January 7, and didn't live to see 
the work on the basilica completed. But in his mind it never would be completed because he always saw 
more ways to express his devotion and to heal others. On December 19, 2009, Pope Benedict XVI 
promulgated a decree recognizing a second miracle at Blessed André's intercession and on October 17, 2010, 
Pope Benedict XVI formally declared sainthood for Blessed André. 
 
Prayer to Saint Andre: 

Lord our God, friend of the lowly, who gave your servant, Saint André Bessette, a great devotion to Saint 
Joseph and a special commitment to the poor and afflicted, help us through his intercession to follow his 

example of prayer and love and so come to share with him in your glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism of Our Lord 
January 13, 2019 

It may seem strange, but this is a 
Christmas Feast. Not if we think of 
Christmas only in terms of the Baby 
in Bethlehem, but if we have 
followed the ideas of the Feasts of 
Holy Family and especially 
Epiphany, and have seen the 
Season in terms of the growing 
manifestation or appearing of the 
Son of God: first to the shepherds 
and then to the wise men from the 
East. Now in the River Jordan, 
Jesus, Son of Mary, is revealed to 

all as the fullness of all God’s promises: This is my Son, the 
Beloved. 
 

On this day we stand before the revelation of God’s love for 
us, such that he would send his only Son into the world. 
Christmas without the Baptism of the Lord, and the words 
that are spoken from heaven, would be incomplete, since it 
is only in them that we fully see the wonder of what 
happened in Bethlehem. As we come to the end of 
Christmas today, and look forward to hearing the Gospels 
in Ordinary Time, we do so having been shown who it is we 
listen to: the only Son of God, the Beloved. 

Monday, January 14, 2019 – St. Brother André CHS Chapel 
9:00 a.m. Available 
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 – St. Brother André CHS Chapel 
9:00 a.m. Available 
Friday, January 18, 2019 – St. Brother André CHS Chapel 
9:00 a.m. Available   
Saturday, January 19, 2019 – St. Julia Billiart School 
5:00 p.m. Nela Ferrer 
  S.I.  Larry & Rita Morris 
Sunday, January 20, 2019 – St. Julia Billiart School 
10:00 a.m. Available 
12:00 p.m. Pro Populo  

Kindergarten registration began on January 8, 2019 in all 
York Catholic Elementary schools.  We look forward to 
welcoming your child into our schools, where we emphasize 
academic success using a curriculum that is infused with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  You can register your child at 
your local Catholic school.  For more information, check the 
parish bulletin board or visit our website at 
www.ycdsb.ca/admissions. 

As part of Marriage Sunday 2019 celebrations, Cardinal 
Thomas Collins will preside at a special Mass to honour 
couples celebrating milestone anniversaries in 2019. If you 
(or a couple you know) are celebrating a 25th, 40th, 50th or 
60+ wedding anniversary in 2019, you are invited to join in 
this special celebration. The Mass will take place at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, February 10th at St. Clare of Assisi Parish (150 
St. Francis Ave., Woodbridge). A reception will follow Mass. 
All are welcome to attend – couples celebrating milestone 
anniversaries are asked to register online or by phone to 
ensure reserved seating. To register or for important 
information and resources, please visit our website 
www.blessedozanam.ca and click on the Marriage Sunday 
icon or go to:   www.archtoronto.org/marriage.  You can also 
register by calling 416-934-3400, ext. 523. 

 
Saturday, 

January 26, 2019 
9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

St. Augustine's 
Seminary,  

2661 Kingston Rd.  
We hear from the 
letters of St. Paul 
during Mass 
throughout the 

liturgical year. Join us for this workshop and learn about the 
life of St. Paul, his conversion, his missionary activity and 
the writing of his letters that were sent to various Christian 
communities in the first century. The retreat will include 
Mass in the seminary chapel. Feel free to invite friends and 
family to join us. Facilitator:  Fr. Joseph Chandrakanthan. 
COST: $50, includes lunch.  PHONE: 416-261-7207. 
EMAIL: layspiritualformation@sastoronto.org. 

 
XLT:  Relentless Father 

Wednesday, January 16, 2019 
7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Flato Markham Theatre, 
171 Town Centre Blvd., Markham 

Ring in 2019 with a fun, faith-filled night 
that has the ability to change your 
complete outlook on life. Ministry team 
members include Deacon Harold 
Burke-Sivers (USA), Kathleen & Jesse 
Leblanc (worship leaders) & Msgr. Vid 
Vlasic of St. Justin Martyr Parish in 

Unionville. Prayer, praise, witness & eucharistic adoration. 
Confessions offered that night. Come pray and hear how 
the Father's love is "relentless."  PHONE:  905-479-2463. 
EMAIL/TICKETS: youth@stjustin.com.  

Food for Thought… 
 

There are two ways of knowing how good God 
is; one is never to lose Him, and the other is to 
lose Him and then to find Him.             
                                                    -Archbishop Fulton Sheen- 
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