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PASTOR
Fr. Joseph Grima
pastor@blessedozanam.ca

OFFICE INQUIRIES
o	ce@blessedozanam.ca

SACRAMENTAL INQUIRIES
firstcommunion@blessedozanam.ca
confirmation@blessedozanam.ca

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS
St. Joseph CES  905-294-4045
St. Julia Billiart CES   905-471-8221
St. Kateri Tekakwitha CES   905-471-4477
Sir Richard W. Scott CES   905-472-3964
St. Brother André CHS  905-294-7671

WEEKDAY MASS

St. Brother André CHS (chapel)
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00 a.m.

WEEKEND MASS

St. Julia Billiart CES
Saturday  5:00 p.m.
Sunday  10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
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PRAY WITH COURAGE AND 
CONVICTION,  

NOT MINDLESSLY LIKE 
PARROTS,  

POPE FRANCIS SAYS 
 
Prayer is a "high stakes" endeavor, needing 
courage, perseverance and patience, Pope Francis 
said. 
 

Courage is needed to stick one's neck out and 
"challenge the Lord," pursuing and confronting 
him with one's appeals, the Pope said. "If prayer 
isn't courageous, it isn't Christian," he said. 
 

The pope reflected on two Gospel readings from St. Mark -- one describing Jesus' healing of a leper and 
another recounting his healing of a paralytic. The leper challenged Jesus, begging him on his knees, "If 
you wish, you can make me clean." Meanwhile, the paralytic and the four men carrying him refused to 
let the huge crowd prevent him from seeing the Lord, so they broke through the roof and lowered the 
man down to Jesus. In both cases, the pope said, Jesus saw the great faith, courage and persistence in 
the people asking him for healing.  
 

The other role model for prayer, he said, is the paralytic, who was someone in great need and who faced 
many difficulties, and yet he never gave up because "where there is a will, there is always a way. So 
often you need patience and to know how to wait over time and not give up, to always go forward," 
Francis said. 
 

It's necessary to have "courage to fight to get to the Lord, courage to have faith from the start, 'If you 
wish, you can heal me. If you wish, I believe.'" 
 

These Gospel readings should prompt people to reflect on how they pray, he said. Do people pray like 
"parrots," echoing words with no interest or care in what one is asking or do people "beg the Lord to 
help us (in) our little faith" and keep at it no matter the difficulties, he asked. 
 

Courage is needed to "throw one's hat in the ring," he said, even if people do not get what they ask for 
right away because prayer is a "high-stakes game."  

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 20, 2019 

Monday, January 21, 2019 – St. Brother André CHS Chapel 
9:00 a.m. Available 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019 – St. Brother André CHS Chapel 
9:00 a.m. Available 
Friday, January 25, 2019 – St. Brother André CHS Chapel 
9:00 a.m. Available 
7:00 p.m. Giselle Lefevre (Mass at St. Julia Billiart CES) 
Saturday, January 26, 2019 – St. Julia Billiart School 
5:00 p.m. Luigi Pasqualitto 
  Basil Leo Fernandes 
Sunday, January 27, 2019 – St. Julia Billiart School 
10:00 a.m. Available 
12:00 p.m. Pro Populo  

‘LOVING GOD WHO IS IN LOVE WITH US’ 
February 4 – 8, 2019 

Manresa Jesuit Spiritual Renewal Centre 
Pickering – 905-839-2864 – www.manresa-canada.ca 

The silence and prayer of a retreat gives us the opportunity 
to clarify our image of God; to enter more deeply into God’s 
love and to ponder ways of responding to that love.  Hopefully 
a mid-winter retreat will do that for us. 
Starts Monday evening with dinner at 6 p.m. and runs until 
Friday with lunch.  Suggested offering is $450.00/pp.   
Includes 4 nights accommodation, meals, retreat program 
and spiritual direction.  For men and women.  Facilitated 
by:  Fr. Doug McCarthy, S.J. with Mary Bastedo. 
 

The Sexual Abuse Crisis in the Church 
On Wednesday, January 23rd, Fr. Michael Machacek, the 
former pastor or St. Patrick's, will lead a presentation on the 
sexual abuse crisis in the Church. The presentation will take 
place at St. Patrick’s Church in the large hall, immediately 
following the 7 p.m. Mass.  
In his talk, Fr. Michael will speak of the origins of the crisis in 
the RC Church; the current state of the crisis, its prevalence 
in society as a whole; what are the psychological causes of 
sexual abuse; and also, how the Church is addressing the 
crisis.  The evening will include time for questions and 
sharing from those attending and will finish with a short 
prayer service. 
 

"If the heart wanders or is distracted, bring it back to the point 
quite gently and replace it tenderly in its Master's presence. And 
even if you did nothing during the whole of your hour but bring 
your heart back and place it again in Our Lord's presence, 
though it went away every time you brought it back, your hour 
would be very well employed."  — St. Francis de Sales 

As part of Marriage Sunday 
2019 celebrations, Cardinal 
Thomas Collins will preside at 
a special Mass to honour 
couples celebrating milestone 
anniversaries in 2019. If you 
(or a couple you know) are 
celebrating a 25th, 40th, 50th 
or 60+ wedding anniversary in 
2019, you are invited to join in 
this special celebration. The 
Mass will take place at 4 p.m. 

on Sunday, February 10th at St. Clare of Assisi Parish (150 
St. Francis Ave., Woodbridge). A reception will follow Mass. 
All are welcome to attend – couples celebrating milestone 
anniversaries are asked to register online or by phone to 
ensure reserved seating. To register or for important 
information and resources, please visit our website 
www.blessedozanam.ca and click on the Marriage Sunday 
icon or go to:   www.archtoronto.org/marriage.  You can also 
register by calling 416-934-3400, ext. 523. 
 

This coming week, January 18-25, 2019, marks the annual 
celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity within 
Canada.  This year's theme, “Justice, only justice, you 
shall pursue” is taken from Deuteronomy 16:20.   
Together, we agree with the Church that prayer is the soul of 
the ecumenical movement.  This is a primary reason why the 
Annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity remains of 
uncompromising value. 
Come and join us in an ecumenical prayer service led by 
Catholic, Anglican and Orthodox bishops along with Leaders 
from Christian Churches in GTA on: 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. 
St. James Anglican Cathedral, 106 King St. E., Toronto.  
Organized by the Greater Toronto Area Christian Council of 
Churches. Refreshments to follow. For further information, 
please contact the Ecumenical and Interfaith Affairs Office at 
416-934-3400, ext. 344 or ecumenical@archtoronto.org. 

This is the 12th consecutive year of St Patrick’s offering 
Scripture Studies. The next course will be in Lent 2019, 
entitled Eternal Life, with the subtitle from the Nicaean 
Creed And the Life of the World To Come. 
Join us as we explore the afterlife, almost unknown in Old 
Testament times, but hinted at in early Scriptures. Even in 
Jesus’ time, the Sadducees did not believe in the 
Resurrection of the dead. Of course, with the coming of 
Jesus, we are introduced to the Resurrection, and our joining 
with the Trinity in eternal life. Cost is $35.  This 7-week 
course starts Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 7:15 p.m., and a 
second session on Wednesday, March 13 at 9 a.m. and will 
be completed in Holy Week.  To register, please email 
Connie Walker at:  connie48walker@gmail.com. 
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