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SUNDAY IN URDINARY TIME

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a
field, which a person finds and hides again, and out
of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field.” - Mt 13:44

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. ©LPi
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PASTOR OUR PARISH SCHOOLS

Fr. Joseph Grima Q, ext. 8 St. Joseph CES 905-294-4045
pastor@blessedozanam.ca St. Julia Billiart CES 905-471-8221

St. Kateri Tekakwitha CES 905-471-4477
LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE Sir Richard W. Scott CES 905-472-3964

laura.toniutti@®blessedozanam.ca &, ext. 9 St. Brother André CHS 905-294-7671

OFFICE INQUIRIES WEEKEND MASS

office@blessedozanam.ca R, ext. 0 We are so happy to be able to gather once
again to celebrate Mass with you! Our current
SACRAMENTAL INQUIRIES restriction is 158 parishioners at each Mass.
Please register for mass at
blessedozanam.ca/registering-for-mass/

firstcommunion@blessedozanam.ca {, ext. 7
confirmation@blessedozanam.ca &, ext. 6

YOUTH MINISTRY St. Brother André Catholic High School

6160 - 16th Avenue, Markham
youth@blessedozanam.ca Q. ext. 6 Saturday 5 p.m.

Sunday 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 12 p.m.
SOCIAL COMMITTEE

socialcommittee@blessedozanam.ca CONFESSION

Saturday 4 - 4:45 p.m.
or anytime by appointment

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

ssvp@blessedozanam.ca Q. ext. 5

il ACCOUNTING e
% . ] VIrgllIOlaW» AND TAX WORK I CONSULTATION
U4 Joseph Virgilio BA. LLB. GOT YOU

GFMC Z ok = Real Estate, Wills & Estates FRUSTRATED...??

CONTACT US AT (905) 554-1444
GFMC MEDICAL CENTRE 905-882-8666 » jvirgilio@virgiliolaw.com & il
FAMILY PRACTICE & WALK IN CLINIC \ . - Personal Tax Returns & Tax planning

1 West Pearce St. - Accounting Services and Payroll
101 -9500 MARKHAM ROAD, MARKHAM, ON, LGEON7 Leslie St. one block north of Hwy.7 - Corporate Tax Returns,

PHOME: (905) 201 1155 FAX: (905) 209 1129 - Notice to Reader & Tax Planning
VIrgIIIOIaW.Com - Business advisory and Consulting www.fredalbicpa.com

Clearer communication. £ De La Salle College “Oaklands”
Better value. s SIS Now Accepting Applications
hlhih S < for Grades 5-7 and 9 for the
FOR QUALITY A ) -
RESIDENTIAL  BUSINESS (@l opiont neademie Year.
THAT MEETS YOUR ; Visit www.delasalle.ca
Bt or call 416-969-8771
I VolIP & Internet Cloud PBX FAMILY’S STANDARDS, ' Jor more information!
5 Move freely between TRUST OURS.

places and devices
. Visit Longos.com for store locations.
_ g .- o HEADSHOTS

Light Algerithm PORTRAIT FASHION
L—rrorosrapy— PRODUCT FooD

When every frame counts

& lightalgorithm@gmail.com
[ Light Algorithm Photography ® (647)448 8611

Every Photo contributes in building our Church

Get hi d

www.IRISTEL.com
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CONNECT! SUNDAY REFLECTION

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time | For Sunday, July 26, 2020

What Really
Matters?

Written by Rev. Mark Suslenko

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12
Romans 8:28-30
Matthew 13:44-52
OR 13:44-46

Our current journey through this pandemic forces each of us to stop and consider what is really important. Our
lives have been turned upside down and we have been asked to change how we approach even our most routine
of tasks. Shopping in a grocery store, visiting a loved one in a nursing home, going to work or school and countless
other everyday givens now have to be thought about and negotiated in ways unfamiliar to us. For the last several
months we awake each day and do what needs to be done, continue to isolate ourselves from others and attempt
to maintain some normalcy to our lives.

But it all comes at a price. As human beings, we have feelings. Our experiences, and our encounters and decisions
affect us. While we accept that we must change the way we visit with our loved one in a convalescent home,

the emotional fallout of that change can be great. Many people have been forced to separate themselves from
significant others who are dying, gravely ill or feeling the pain of isolation. While folks do what they need to do, you
cannot replace experiences or embraces that had to be set aside. We continue our journey. One cannot help but
realize through these challenging times what is really important. The significance, beauty, and specialness of family,
friends, God, creation, community, life, hope, love, and faith are brought front and center.

Whether we realize it, the pandemic experience has changed us and continues to impact our daily rituals and

color our experiences. Many relay feelings of numbness, heightened anxiety and sensitivity, irritability, sadness,
depression, a sense of loss, anger, fear, trepidation, unsettledness, and even apathy. Many, if not all, of those
feelings are symptoms of PTSD, which is the result of intense trauma. Perhaps it is the case that many of us find
ourselves with a mild form of PTSD as a result of dealing with this pandemic, standing at a crossroads between the
familiar and the unfamiliar. We know what we had, we know what we lost, but we don't know what we will find. The
future is a “tabula rasa” of sorts dependent upon how things unfold day by day.

www.4LPi.com 1



Solomon asked God for the gift of understanding so that he would know what is right. God delighted in Solomon’s
wish. Wisdom is a gift that comes from God and one that allows us to see what is right and true. It allows us

to connect the dots of our experience and find the path to what is ultimately important. As a gift that comes

from God, wisdom leads us to God. It appears, then, that as we consider the fallout from the pandemic, and the
struggles we are having with racism, privilege, and power, that wisdom is the order of the day. As believers our
primary task at this juncture of our journey is to know what is right. A prayer for wisdom and understanding must
be on our lips. As we beg for this guidance from the Holy Spirit, we may find ourselves more capable of seeing
ourselves through what is happening to us personally and in society in general.

What we know to be comfortable and familiar can be taken away. Life can always call us to change the way we
conduct the business of our lives, as it has over the last several months, has in the past and will in the future.
Situations and circumstances that unfold will also challenge us to look at long standing systems of governance and
order, foundational principles of societal development, values, injustice that results from self-serving agendas, and
established protocols. We can see how sin, all of the seven capital ones, have found their way into the formation
of our foundational decisions and conquests and continue to affect decisions today. We cannot ignore what has
happened to us personally or socially, as doing so will only do us grave harm. We have to be honest and realize
that we focus too much energy on the unimportant superficial stuff and neglect paying attention to the things that
really make a difference and have the greatest impact. Things all too easily become more significant than people,
individuals can all too easily become objects to use and manipulate, and our agendas become more essential than
God's. Only the wisdom that comes from God can bring light to all of our darkness.

We need to wear the correct pair of glasses when looking at life. What really matters is the Kingdom of God and
when we finally realize this, we will desire it more than anything else. The Kingdom of God is the one thing in the
midst of all the changing things of life that remains constant and firm. How we spend our time, ponder our life
experience, consider the struggles of our world, and confront the evils of our day will reveal whether we are serving
God's Kingdom or our own. Once we discover this pearl of great price, we will find ourselves experiencing profound
joy. We will know that we discovered something extremely valuable and true.

None of this is easy. This holds true for trying to sift our way through the cries and anguish of our brothers and
sisters as well as the complexity of our own life experience. Listening to the story that is being told within each one

PRAYER

Gracious and Holy Father,

grant us the intellect to understand You,
reason to discern You, diligence to seek You,
wisdom to find You, a spirit to know You
and a heart to meditate on You.

May our ears hear You, may our eyes behold You
and may our tongues proclaim You.

Give us grace that our way of life may be pleasing
to You,

that we may have the patience to wait for You
and the perseverance to look for You.

Grant us a perfect end, Your holy presence,
a blessed resurrection and life everlasting.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

— St. Benedict

of us and listening to the story of all of the companions
on our journey is a good place to start. We all have a
story. Solomon’s story brought him to wisdom and
understanding. The merchant in search for a pearl
discovered similar gifts. Both found themselves with joy.
The road cannot be traveled alone. We must bring our
companions, God and our brothers and sisters with us,
as all are needed to discern what is right.

We are facing many challenges these days. It's the perfect
time to bring our relationship with God front and center
and realize that God and God's Kingdom are all that
really matter. We forget that the Kingdom of God is not
a static entity. It intrigues the human spirit and captures
our attention because it never fades away and is ever
new. It has inexhaustible riches that can be buried and
found time and time again and never lose its luster. No
matter how challenging and complicated life gets we are
never alone. We know what is not of God's Kingdom:
violence, hatred, despair, exclusivity, privilege, power,
inequity, fear, isolation, apathy, greed, and injustice. In
understanding the root cause of the presence of these
in all of our stories, we will discover a pearl and walk the
path to joy. Come Holy Spirit, we desperately need your
wisdom!

Rev. Mark Suslenko
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Blessed Frederic Ozanam Parish

Community Outreach Garden

UPDATE

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul thanks everyone who has been supporting our neighbours in need
over the past several months by donating on-line or through the parish office, or by becoming
involved in our Blessed Frédéric 0Ozanam Community Outreach Garden.

Donations can still be made by e-transfer to ssvp@blessedozanam.ca. If you are attending church, you
can put your donation in an envelope marked for St. Vincent de Paul and leave it in the collection basket.

Last week we delivered the 'first fruits' of our garden to our neighbours in need. The families
appreciated receiving fresh vegetables from our garden, and the volunteers appreciated experiencing
the joy of helping others through gardening. One hundred percent of the produce harvested from the
outreach section of the garden is being distributed to families in need in the community and to people
living in St. Vincent de Paul shelters. If you would like to volunteer to help with the garden, please

email communityoutreachgardens@gmail.com for more information.
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PLACE YOUR AD *E

Early Learning Centres — School Age Programs — Camps

R\U/S PROGRAMS LOCATED AT
> Y < McGivney, St. Joseph (Markham),
The r?,\('\ St. Justin Martyr, St. Patrick,
()

St. Kateri Tekakwitha,
Sir Richard Scott,
St. Edward, St. Julia Billiart.

Children’s Programs www.thevillagechildcare.ca

ROYAL LIPAGE Signatule Roalt\
— ros

647.406.1252 (.) )
416.443.0300 o/ /( WA

e 416.443.8619 /)// X
I glotell1020@gmail.com (& (£}

Braker

wiwe. TellislTomes.com

Success
Tutorial School

ANNIVERSARY

financial QFOUDE ‘é//m{f ﬁmuwm" g

MARKRAPONI

Mortgage Agent #M19001451

THE PHYSIO SPOT (905) 471-8200

We’ll help you move better!
www.thephysiospot.ca

Office: 905-209-2222 + Email: mark@rockinc.ca l‘
| |

Let's Talk: Mortgage | Refinance | Private Lending
Investment Property | Private Lending

“Great experience from start to finish. Mark is so knowledgeable
and easy to work with. Best of all, we got the best rate!”

@ 9582 Markham Road, Unit 3 (across from Go Station)

Ellicott Financial Inc.
Broker #13132 ROCKINC.CA BMEOO

)

Tree n Valley
Garden Centre Lid.

Growers, Landscaping Supplies
www treevalley.ca
sales(itreevalley.ca
4431 Stouffville Road | Stouffville, Ont. | L4A 3X5
Tel: (905) 640.2020 | Fax: (905) 640.0114

SCOTTISH GAS GROUP INC.
Installation = Service = Support
Your leading certified HVAC and Electrical
contractors
www.scottishgas.ca | info@scottishgas.ca
416-412-4424

& CREMATION CENTRE

info@chapelridgefh.com ‘ www.chapelridgefh.com

St. Joseph
DENTAL CLINIC

Mathematics

A>
English & Creative Writing %

°
°
® Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
e (Core French

EE (&
Pel@®P’] © Summer Accelerated Programs Learn Aheag
Markham Campus:

905-471-8180 headoffice@thevillagechildcare.ca 9418 Markham Road C3. 905

Ne==2¢ o Free HW Tutoring for STS students!

(Gr. 1-12) AP, IB /4 \

/

Road to Success

m--un.

-471-3131 www.successtutorial.ca

De Souza

FinanciaL Corp.

905.471. 3079 Grace & Joseph Novello

www.novellodesserts.com 166 Bullock Dr. Markham

8 Shadlock St., Unit 9
Markham, ON L3S 3K9
289-554-3368

PARISHIONER OF BLESSED OZANAM PARISH
With imoe than 25 yeara of eyaetience i Dentiatry

Chapel
Ridge

FUNERAL HOME

9 0 5. 3 0 5. 8 5 0 8 thmily owned by

Eric & Susanne
OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS Tappenden

8911 Woodbine Ave., Markham (4 blocks north of Hwy 7)

'Dixon-Garland Funera
& dixdfgarland.com | 905-294-2030

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
-| |_ FUNERAL SERVICES

ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO

Christ the King Catholic Cemetery
& Reception Centre

7770 Steeles Avenue East, Markham
Tel. 905 471 0121 www.catholic-cemeteries.com

138 Anderson Ave, Unit 1, Markham ON L6E 1A4

W&

Tel: 905.471.8155 Toll Free: 1.800.325.0541

labelleflowers@on.aibn.com
www.labelleflowersandgifts.com

a"
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In our family, we make
our plans together.

Get started now.
Call for your FREE Planning Kit!
Highland Funeral Home - Markham Chapel

10 Cachet Woods Court, Markham, ON
905-887-8600

Highland Hills Funeral Home & Cemetery

12492 Woodbine Avenue

Gormley, ON

905-888-5990
O’Neill Funeral Home

6324 Main Street, PO.Box 639 Arbo r
Stouffville, ON Memorial
905-642-2855 Arbor Memorial Inc.




