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ADMINISTRATOR 

Fr. Ricardo Davis    ext. 8
fr.rick@blessedozanam.ca 

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE  

laura.toniutti@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 9

OFFICE INQUIRIES 

office@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 0

SACRAMENTAL INQUIRIES 

firstcommunion@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 7
confirmation@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 6

YOUTH MINISTRY 

youth@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 6

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

socialcommittee@blessedozanam.ca

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

ssvp@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 5

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS

St. Joseph CES  905-294-4045
St. Julia Billiart CES   905-471-8221
St. Kateri Tekakwitha CES 905-471-4477
Sir Richard W. Scott CES 905-472-3964
St. Brother André CHS 905-294-7671

WEEKEND MASS 

We are so happy to be able to gather once 
again to celebrate Mass with you! Our current 
restriction is 158 parishioners at each Mass. 
Please register for mass at
blessedozanam.ca/registering-for-mass/

St. Brother André Catholic High School 
6160 - 16th Avenue, Markham
Saturday  5 p.m.
Sunday  9 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 12 p.m.

CONFESSION

Saturday 4 – 4:45 p.m.
or anytime by appointment
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Gospel Reflection for the  
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Today's first reading is one of my personal favorites. I have often felt the way Jeremiah does 
here. I have yelled at God, "You duped me, O Lord, and I let myself be duped!" And I allow 
it again and again. “You knew this would happen, Lord! Why did you lead me into this trial?” 
Have you ever felt that way? 
 
Why do we let Him do this to us? Why do we trust God even though He leads us into difficult 
situations? Why do we follow Jesus into giving our help and love to others even though it’s 
going to feel very uncomfortable, if not downright painful?  
 
Walking with God and serving His kingdom is an adventure. We can expect the unexpected, 
and unfortunately in this world that includes suffering – denying ourselves the opportunity 
to pursue self-centered agendas; taking up crosses and following Jesus all the way to 
Calvary (but then of course, all the way to Resurrection, too, as explained in the Gospel 
reading).  
 
Because we love God, we offer ourselves as a living sacrifice, like the second reading asks 
us to do. This is the highest form of worship; it's a spiritual communion that we experience 
outside of the Eucharistic liturgy of Mass. In union with Jesus, we are the Eucharist.  
 
As Jeremiah's complaint shows us, we can safely complain to God. We can tell him, without 
getting punished, that we do not like working for Him. Complaining to others, however, is a 
sin because it causes gossip and prejudices and makes God look bad.  
 
Asking for prayer support during our trials is important but complaining to others shows how 
little we trust God. Eventually, we will see the good that comes from our sacrifices, and this 
is what we should communicate to others.  
 
Questions for Personal Reflection: 
How do you feel when you do a good deed and it later works against you? Have you said 
"no" to allowing it to happen again?  
 
What brings the healing love of Jesus to you to help you recover?  
 
What unexpected sufferings have you encountered while giving someone a gift of 
unconditional love or while doing some other service for the kingdom of God?  
 
How did you feel about God at that time? Was the cross you carried worth all the hardships? 
 
© 2017 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources™: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. To receive Good News Reflections free 
daily  by email, visit Good News Ministries: gnm.org 



 

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 30, 2020 
BFO PARISH WECOMES FR. RICARDO DAVIS…. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Fr. Rick was born in Jamaica, but raised in Ottawa, Canada.  He is one of four boys from a single 
parent family.  During his high school years, he re-discovered his faith through a powerful 
experience of the Eucharist, and of Confession.  At that time, he had also felt a call to the 
priesthood, but didn’t feel ready or capable of such a daunting vocation.  So, after high school Fr. 
Rick decided to pursue a passion for film and move to Toronto where he completed a B.F.A. in 
Film Studies at Ryerson University.  After graduating from Ryerson, he worked for a year doing 
contract positions in the film industry before finding full time work as Head Sacristan in his home 
parish, St. Michael’s Cathedral.  It was while working at the Cathedral that Fr. Rick began to 
experience the call to priesthood again.  After being identified in the “Call by Name” program in 
2008, he went to a “Come and See” weekend at the seminary and then entered formation in 2010. 

He completed his seminary studies in 2015 and was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Toronto on May 9th of that year.   He 
spent his first three of years of priesthood at St. Patrick’s Parish in Markham as an associate pastor, and just finished two years at 
Merciful Redeemer Parish in Mississauga, also as an associate pastor.  Fr. Rick joins us as the Parish Administrator. 
 

 

 

BLESSED FRÉDÉRIC OZANAM FEAST DAY 
At the Community Garden 
(Bur Oak Ave. & White’s Hill Ave.) 

Saturday September 12, 9:00am – 12 Noon 
Mass begins at 9:00am.  

(Register using the Eventbrite invitation on the parish website beginning Saturday, Sept. 5th) 
After Mass the garden is open for touring until 12 noon, so you can see how we’ve 

been helping our neighbours in need. 
Donations of fresh vegetables and fruit for our Harvest Food Collection will be 

accepted throughout the morning.   
 
 

 
 

 

 

LET’S CELEBRATE! 
 

 

You are encouraged to submit reflections for 
consideration to be posted on our website. 
The topic is: How have you been coping with 
the new challenges of the extraordinary times 
we are living in today? 
Have you felt insolated or did you lose your 
job? Do you have a child returning to school 
and wonder how you will manage? Do you 
have any support systems in place such as 
family members or professionals that you can 
turn to for help? 
Please note this is just a vehicle to engage in 
dialogue. Please send your submissions to 
communications@blessedozanam.ca.   
If you have a video, you will be given 
instructions on how to forward it. 
Reflections may be posted anonymously by 
request. Submissions may be edited for 
brevity and clarity.  



“Do I really have 
talents?”

I cannot tell you how many times 
I have been asked that question in 
talking with people about stewardship. 
The conversation goes something like 
this: “Time I get. I never feel I have 
quite enough of it, but I understand 
the need to give my time for others. 
Treasure, too. I always wonder how 
much money I should share, but I do 
understand the need to give of my 
treasure. But talent?  Do I really have 
talents, and if so, how do I know what 
they are,  or how to give them to 
others?”

Perhaps wondering about 

our talents shouldn’t surprise 
us.  Studies in talent tell us  that most 
of us  much more readily want to 
know our weaknesses, thinking we can 
somehow fix the inadequacies we feel 
when we try to do something that 
doesn’t come naturally easily to us. 
But the same bodies of research tell us 

we are at our best when we do what 
we do best,  and that building on our 
God-given talents  is a much better use 
of our time and attention. We will be 
filled with a greater sense of purpose 
and we’ll experience less burn-out. 
We’ll be more satisfied with our lives 
when we develop and use our talents. 
* See the reverse of this sheet for more
infor mat ion on ta lent s tudy and
identification. *

What is a talent, then, and 
where is the connection with my 

faith? “A talent is  a natural way of 
thinking, feeling or behaving that can 
be productively applied.” Think about 
that in your own life. What naturally 
comes easily to you?  Isn’t something 
different for you when you  get to do 
what you do best?  Each of us has 
these natural aspects of ourselves that 
are planted deep within us  by our 
loving God. Recognizing our talents is 
like glimpsing God’s  grace within us. 
Once we have this insight, we will 
never be the same!

Knowing our talents is deeply 
personal. We see patterns in our past 
experience in which our talents have 
led to satisfying interactions with 
others or gratifying experiences in  
work or activities. Knowing our 
talents  also helps  us appreciate how 
much we need each other. It takes 
each of us doing what we can, being 
who we are,  to have the impact we are 
called to have in our world. Becoming 

aware of our talents  is freeing: we 
become more understanding and 
forgiving of others, and of ourselves. 
And we find special pleasure in 
offering our true selves within our 
parish community,  at home, work, and 
with friends.

The challenge: Our talents  are 
so natural to us, it takes  some help to 
discover and develop them. Once we 
have a sense of our talents,  it is 
important to build on them, not to go 
along “business as usual.” We are so 
accustomed to looking for our 
weaknesses, it takes a while to 
appreciate the abundance of talent 
with which God has blessed each of 
us.

Let’s get practical. The 
reverse of this sheet will offer practical 
guidance for knowing 
a n d u s i n g y o u r 
talents.

L e t ’ s b e 

spiritual. We are 
uniquely created in 
G o d ’ s  i m a g e , 
intended to be that 
image in our world. 
Each of us  has been 
g i v e n a u n i q u e 
combination of talents, abilities, life 
experiences and interests.  If we are 
not good stewards of all of this, 
something will be missing in our 
world!

Real Estate Watch
SUMMER 2009	 MAECENAS PULVINAR SAGITTIS ENIM	 ISSUE ONE

The Stewardship Project 
www.GratefulDisciples.net

“I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. ...By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” (Jn 13: 34a-35)

Recognizing our talents is 

like glimpsing God’s grace 

within us. Once we have this

insight, we will never be the 

same!

Called to Know and Give Our Talents
What it means to steward our strengths

by Leisa Anslinger



Practical Ways to Grow as 
Stewards of  Our Talents
Learning to Live Your 

Strengths
The information on talent that was 

described on the front of this sheet is  taken 
from a body of research that was  begun by 
the late Dr. Donald Clifton and his team of 
people,  committed to helping others know 
their talents and live them in their lives. 
Drawing on over thirty years  of research, 
the Clifton StrengthsFinder, an online 
questionnaire, was  developed to help 
people discover their God-given talents 
and to develop them into strengths. Here 
are practical first steps for learning  to live 
your strengths as a good steward:

Discover Your Talents: The 
StrengthsFinder is  available in many 
applications. The two most readily used in 
parish settings or by individuals  are Living 
Your Strengths and StrengthsFinder 2.0. Each 
book has  a one-time use code for the 
questionnaire;  once you have completed 
the questionnaire which takes  about 45 
minutes, you will receive a list of your top 
5 themes of  talent.

Explore Your Talents with 
Others:  Because our talents  are so 
natural to us, it often takes  someone we 

know well to help us recognize our talents. 
Talk with your family or friends  about the 
things  they see you naturally doing  well (if 
you do StrengthsFinder, this conversation 
becomes much more concrete). Do the 
same for others -- you will be giving them a 
gift beyond measure.

Apply Your Talents in Life and 
Service: Our talents  can be applied in 
every aspect of our lives, and doing so will 
give us  a deeper sense of meaning and 
purpose. Once you recognize the talents 
God has  given you, apply them in life and 
service.

Use Your Talents in a Team: 
Remember that each of us  has  been given 
talents, and that we are most satisfied when 
we have the opportunity to be that best self 
at home, work and in our parish. Building 
a talent-based team gives  everyone the 
chance to give of themselves. If your team 
lacks someone with a particular kind of 
talent, like the ability to think things 
through carefully or the ability to execute a 
plan,  seek out  someone to join you. You 
may find someone who has  never been 
involved before, who has  just been waiting 
to be asked. Understand,  too,  that what 
you find difficult, someone else finds  pure 
joy!

How Are You Already Stewarding Your 
Talents?

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, 
and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do 
you know what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord -- and you are right, for that is 
what I am. So if  I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet.” (Jn 13:12-14)

Don’t be shy or falsely humble. God has given you great talents! How are 
you already stewarding these natural areas  of strength within you?   We will always have 
ways to grow as disciples.  How are you already a good steward of talent? What areas of 
your life need attention in order to  develop and use your talents in the coming year? Use 
this space to record your thoughts and your commitment for the future:

“Our talents are the 
special blessings that 
each of  us has received 
from a loving Creator 
who prizes the diversity 
and abundant variety 
of  all of  creation. 
When we volunteer to 
work...what we have to 
give is much more than 
our time. We also give 
something of  ourselves, 
those characteristics 
that make each of  us 
distinctive as human 
beings.” (SDR, 66)



De La Salle College “Oaklands”
Now Accepting Applications  
for Grades 5-7 and 9 for the  
2020-2021 Academic Year.

Visit www.delasalle.ca  
or call 416-969-8771  

for more information!



PLACE YOUR AD HERE

dixongarland.com | 905-294-2030
Dixon-Garland Funeral Home

In our family, we make 
our plans together.

Get started now.  
Call for your FREE Planning Kit!
Highland Funeral Home - Markham Chapel 
10 Cachet Woods Court, Markham, ON 
905-887-8600

Highland Hills Funeral Home & Cemetery 
12492 Woodbine Avenue 
Gormley, ON 
905-888-5990

O’Neill Funeral Home 
6324 Main Street, P.O. Box 639 
Stouffville, ON 
905-642-2855 Arbor Memorial Inc.  
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138 Anderson Ave, Unit 1, Markham ON L6E 1A4
Tel: 905.471.8155   Toll Free: 1.800.325.0541

labelleflowers@on.aibn.com
www.labelleflowersandgifts.com

Markham Campus:     
9418 Markham Road C3.               905 - 471- 3131      www.successtutorial.ca 

   Mathematics  
   English & Creative Writing 
   Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 
   Core French 
               (Gr. 1 – 12) AP, IB 
 Summer Accelerated Programs 

 Free HW Tutoring for STS students! 

 
Mortgage Agent
Office: 905-209-2222 • Email: mark@rockinc.ca

MARKRAPONI

ROCKINC.CA

     9582 Markham Road, Unit 3 (across from Go Station)

“Great experience from start to finish. Mark is so knowledgeable 
and easy to work with.  Best of all, we got the best rate!”

Ellicott Financial Inc.
Broker #13132

Let’s Talk:  Mortgage | Refinance | Private Lending 
Investment Property | Private Lending

#M19001451

8911 Woodbine Ave., Markham (4 blocks north of Hwy 7)

NEWLY
EXPANDED FACILITY

NOW OPEN!

info@chapelridgefh.com       www.chapelridgefh.com

905 •305 • 8508
OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS

Family owned by

Eric & Susanne
Tappenden

PLACE YOUR AD HERE


