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ADMINISTRATOR 

Fr. Ricardo Davis    ext. 8
fr.rick@blessedozanam.ca 

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE  

laura.toniutti@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 9

OFFICE INQUIRIES 

office@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 0

SACRAMENTAL INQUIRIES 

firstcommunion@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 7
confirmation@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 6

YOUTH MINISTRY 

youth@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 6

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

socialcommittee@blessedozanam.ca

COMMUNICATIONS

communications@blessedozanam.ca

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

ssvp@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 5

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS

St. Joseph CES  905-294-4045
St. Julia Billiart CES   905-471-8221
St. Kateri Tekakwitha CES 905-471-4477
Sir Richard W. Scott CES 905-472-3964
St. Brother André CHS 905-294-7671

WEEKEND MASS 

We are so happy to be able to gather once 
again to celebrate Mass with you! Our current 
restriction is 158 parishioners at each Mass. 
Please register for mass at
blessedozanam.ca/registering-for-mass/

St. Brother André Catholic High School 
6160 - 16th Avenue, Markham
Saturday  5 p.m.
Sunday  9 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.

CONFESSION

Saturday 4 – 4:45 p.m.
or anytime by appointment
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Stewardship Reflection 
 

23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time   
                
1st Reading: Ezekiel 33.7-9 
2nd Reading: Romans 13.8-10 
Gospel: Matthew 18.15-20 - Reproving Another Who Sins 
 
 
 

Reflection 
 
In today’s second reading from Romans, St. Paul speaks about the importance of love. He boldly 
proclaims that we should “owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law.” Let us take some time today to reflect on how we can live out this 
exhortation as stewards of Christ. 
 
Before we can proceed, we must understand what love is and what it is not. Firstly, love is not a 
feeling but rather a choice that we must make each and every day. The classical definition of love 
is willing the good of the other. So in order to love, we must not look towards our own needs but 
to the needs of others. It is essentially a lens of stewardship that seeks to use our own gifts to serve 
our neighbour. 
 
However, in order to express our love we must move past merely willing the good to actually 
doing the good for others. St. Gregory the Great says that "the proof of love is in the works. Where 
love exists, it works great things. But when it ceases to act, it ceases to exist." So in order to love, 
we must concretely choose to perform loving acts that will the good of the other. Let us reflect on 
how we can practice this within our parish community. 
 
 
 

Summary 
 
St. Paul boldly proclaims that we must “owe no one anything, except to love one another.” To 
truly love is to act as an authentic steward and will the good of the other. However, we must move 
from merely willing the good to actually doing the good for St. Gregory the Great says that the 
“proof of love is in the works.”  





When “thank you” 
doesn’t say it all

A few years ago, my husband,  
Steve,  rediscovered the hobby of 
woodworking.  He spent hours in our 
garage one spring carefully cutting  
boards  and piecing them together. 
Little by little, a cabinet began to take 
shape, and he told me he planned for 
it to be our gift to his mother for her 
birthday. Hour upon hour, day upon 
day, I watched as he built the cabinet. 
It was beautiful, and I was anxious to 
see his mother’s  reaction to this gift of 
love.  Then, one Sunday afternoon, 
returning home from an errand, our 
daughter seemed very anxious  for me 
to go into the house. When I did, I 
was stunned, and fell silent. The 
cabinet was for me, donned with 
silver ribbon to mark our twenty-fifth 
wedding anniversary. I must have 
said “thank you” a dozen times, and 
ye t , t h e e x p r e s s i o n s e e m e d 

inadequate. My 
heart was so full 
that words could 
not capture the 
e m o t i o n , n o t 
o n l y f o r t h e 
cabinet, which 
has a beautiful 
p l a c e i n o u r 

home, but more for the care and love 
with which the cabinet had been 
crafted. When I see it, I am  still filled 
with gratitude.

What does gratitude have to 

do with our lives and faith, 
then?  Sometimes it is  difficult for us 
to grasp that all we are and have are 
gifts  from God. So thinking about a 
time in which we have been moved 
with gratitude helps us to apply that 
rea l izat ion to l i fe and fa i th . 
Developing an “attitude of gratitude” 
changes the way in which we 
perceive daily life, and helps us to 
recognize God’s place in it.

Living gratefully calls us to be 
aware of our blessings,  even in 
moments  of difficulty.  For example, 
those who struggle with physical 
illness may be challenged at times to 
be grateful, until they think about the 
sk i l l o f the i r doc tor o r the 
companionship of a friend. Living 
gratefully helps us to see God’s hand 
in our lives.  We might otherwise miss 
this  awareness of God’s presence by 
being caught in the constant 
seeking for more,  better, or bigger 
that is such a tendency for 
humans.

The challenge: Growing in 
gratitude is simple, but for most 
of  us, it takes conscious effort. 

Let’s get practical. Each 
time we are tempted to whine, to 
focus on what we want, or to look 
at all that is not the way we wish 
it were,  we must turn our minds 
instead toward the many ways in 

which we have been blessed. Over 
time, this gratefulness-mindset 
becomes more natural.

L e t ’ s b e s p i r i t u a l . 
Recognizing God as the Giver of 
every good gift and being mindful of 
our blessings each day changes our 
inner l i fe with God and our 
interactions with others. We are more 
likely to be satisfied with what we 
have, rather than seeking what we do 
not have;  we will be more content in 
the present, and more hopeful for the 
future. When gratitude marks our 
way of life, we truly embody the 
Eucharist (the very word means to 
give thanks). Coming to Mass aware 
of all we have to be thankful for 
opens our minds and hearts to the 
fullness  of Christ’s presence with us. 
We gather as members of Christ’s 
Body,  aware of our many blessings, 
the greatest of which is Christ’s gift of 
new life and union with God, poured 

out in word and sacrament around 
the Eucharistic table. 

Real Estate Watch
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The Stewardship Project 
www.CatholicLifeandFaith.com

“I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. ...By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” (Jn 13: 34a-35)

Living gratefully helps us 
to see God’s hand in our 
lives. We might otherwise 

miss this awareness of  
God’s presence. 

Called to Gratitude
What it means to live gratefully

by Leisa Anslinger



Practical Ways to Grow in 
Gratitude

“Central to our human and 
Christian vocations, as well 
as to the unique vocation 
each one of  us receives from 
God, is that we be good 
stewards of  the gifts we 
possess. God gives us this 
divine-human workshop, 
this world and Church of  
ours. The Spirit shows us 
the way. Stewardship is 
part of  that 
journey.” (SDR, 44)

Develop an “Attitude 
of  Gratitude” 

Living  gratefully calls  us to be 
mindful of the grace of God in our lives. 
We can grow in gratitude by taking  time 
each day to acknowledge our blessings:

The blessing of God’s love: 
Begin each day by thanking God for the 
wonder of God’s  love;  look for signs  of 
this  great love in Sacred Scripture,  the 
sacraments, and the ways you are 
touched by others.

The blessing of life and self:  
Become more conscious of the gift of 
each day;  even when life is  difficult, find 
something to consciously be thankful for; 
share yourself with others  and see how 
your selflessness touches their lives.

The blessing  of family and 
friends: Thank your family and friends 
for signs  of their love and care; 
remember that the love you experience in 
others is  a reminder of God’s  love; 
intentionally reach out to friends  with 
whom you lose touch or those whom you 
do not see regularly.

The blessing  of financial or 
material resources: Even when we 
e x p e r i e n c e l o s s  o f o u r j o b o r 
underemployment, we can find blessings 
hidden in the circumstances of our lives. 
If you have work and are financially 
secure, be grateful and grow in 
willingness  to share with others;  if you 
are less  materially secure, seek the 
blessing  that may be hidden in the midst 
of your life at this time, perhaps  in the 
concern you experience from others, 
including those in your parish and local 
community.

The blessing  of your parish 
community: Being surrounded by 
others who are growing in gratitude is the 
ideal way to develop a life of gratefulness 
yourself;  contribute to your parish by 
offering  your time to an organization or a 
seasonal service project;  become part of 
an ongoing  group such as  those for 
people in various  stages  of life (mom or 
dad’s  groups, senior gatherings,  teen or 
young adult ministry)  or find something 
to which you have something to 
contribute. Belonging  within our parish 
community will help us recognize our 
blessings  more deeply than we might 
imagine!

How Do You Live Gratefully?

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, 
and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do 
you know what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord -- and you are right, for that is 
what I am. So if  I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet.” (Jn 13:12-14)

We are already stewards, whether we are conscious of it or not.  We will 
always  have ways  to grow as  stewards, too, aspects of our lives in which we don’t care or 
share as  readily as  we should. How are you already living as  a good steward? What areas  of 
your life need attention in order to grow as  a steward in the coming  year?  Use this space to 
record your thoughts and your commitment for the future:



De La Salle College “Oaklands”
Now Accepting Applications  
for Grades 5-7 and 9 for the  
2020-2021 Academic Year.

Visit www.delasalle.ca  
or call 416-969-8771  

for more information!



PLACE YOUR AD HERE

dixongarland.com | 905-294-2030
Dixon-Garland Funeral Home

In our family, we make 
our plans together.

Get started now.  
Call for your FREE Planning Kit!
Highland Funeral Home - Markham Chapel 
10 Cachet Woods Court, Markham, ON 
905-887-8600

Highland Hills Funeral Home & Cemetery 
12492 Woodbine Avenue 
Gormley, ON 
905-888-5990

O’Neill Funeral Home 
6324 Main Street, P.O. Box 639 
Stouffville, ON 
905-642-2855 Arbor Memorial Inc.  

CLIENT: Arbor Memorial BLEED: None
DOCKET: D017300 TYPE SAFETY: 0.1875” all around
NAME: O’Neill Church Bulletin Ad COLOUR: 4 Colour Process
AD SIZE: 2.625”w x 3.9375”h

138 Anderson Ave, Unit 1, Markham ON L6E 1A4
Tel: 905.471.8155   Toll Free: 1.800.325.0541

labelleflowers@on.aibn.com
www.labelleflowersandgifts.com

Markham Campus:     
9418 Markham Road C3.               905 - 471- 3131      www.successtutorial.ca 

   Mathematics  
   English & Creative Writing 
   Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 
   Core French 
               (Gr. 1 – 12) AP, IB 
 Summer Accelerated Programs 

 Free HW Tutoring for STS students! 

 
Mortgage Agent
Office: 905-209-2222 • Email: mark@rockinc.ca

MARKRAPONI

ROCKINC.CA

     9582 Markham Road, Unit 3 (across from Go Station)

“Great experience from start to finish. Mark is so knowledgeable 
and easy to work with.  Best of all, we got the best rate!”

Ellicott Financial Inc.
Broker #13132

Let’s Talk:  Mortgage | Refinance | Private Lending 
Investment Property | Private Lending

#M19001451

8911 Woodbine Ave., Markham (4 blocks north of Hwy 7)

NEWLY
EXPANDED FACILITY

NOW OPEN!

info@chapelridgefh.com       www.chapelridgefh.com

905 •305 • 8508
OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS

Family owned by

Eric & Susanne
Tappenden

PLACE YOUR AD HERE


