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ADMINISTRATOR 

Fr. Ricardo Davis  	  ext. 8
fr.rick@blessedozanam.ca 

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE  

laura.toniutti@blessedozanam.ca	  ext. 9

OFFICE INQUIRIES 

office@blessedozanam.ca	  ext. 0

SACRAMENTAL INQUIRIES 

firstcommunion@blessedozanam.ca	  ext. 7
confirmation@blessedozanam.ca	  ext. 6

YOUTH MINISTRY 

youth@blessedozanam.ca	  ext. 6

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

socialcommittee@blessedozanam.ca

COMMUNICATIONS

communications@blessedozanam.ca

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

ssvp@blessedozanam.ca	  ext. 5

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS

St. Joseph CES 	 905-294-4045
St. Julia Billiart CES  	 905-471-8221
St. Kateri Tekakwitha CES	 905-471-4477
Sir Richard W. Scott CES	 905-472-3964
St. Brother André CHS	 905-294-7671

WEEKEND MASS 

We are so happy to be able to gather once 
again to celebrate Mass with you! Our current 
restriction is 158 parishioners at each Mass. 
Please register for mass at
blessedozanam.ca/registering-for-mass/

St. Brother André Catholic High School 
6160 - 16th Avenue, Markham
Saturday 	 5 p.m.
Sunday 	 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.

CONFESSION

Saturday	 4 – 4:45 p.m.
or anytime by appointment

BLESSED FRÉDÉRIC OZANAM
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“…according to his promise we await new heavens and 
a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” 

- 2 Peter 3:13 
 

Dear Lord, we thank you for the gift of the thirteen newly created Cardinals.  May 
this be a sign of hope and encouragement to your entire flock. We ask that your 
grace and wisdom be with them always, and with Pope Francis, and all who lead 
your people in faith. Please help us work together to fulfill your promise of a better 
world.  

Jesus, we trust in you. Amen. 

Praying the News | December 6, 2020 
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Tuesday, December 8, 2020              YouTube,  pre-recorded 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
12:00 p.m. + Don Ferguson 
Saturday, December 12, 2020 
5:00 p.m. + Fan Yune & Fat Voon Li-How-Cheong 
  + Dionisio Perez 
  + Savio D’Mello 
  + Vern Bechard 
  S.I. - Li Tse Vee Family 
Sunday, December 13, 2020 
 9:00 a.m.  available 
10:30 a.m + Joseph Lee 
12:00 p.m. pro populo 

 

ADVENT CHALLENGE 
 by Loyola Press 

To help you grow on your Advent journey, you’ll 
find a great article included in this bulletin with 
helpful suggestions for you and your family.  
Check out more great offerings from Loyola Press 
at:  https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-  
resources/liturgical-year/advent/ 

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
Christmas Appeal 

FINAL WEEK 
We need your help in order to provide 
Christmas assistance, and on-going 
financial help, to our neighbours-in-
need. Please consider making a 
donation before Dec 13. 
Pledge forms and details of how to 
donate are on our parish website. If you 
require a donation pick-up please  
e-mail:   ssvp@blessedozanam.ca. 
   
Thank you and God Bless you for your 

generosity to those in need. 
 

Second Sunday of Advent – December 6, 2020 

 

 

  

To Register for Courageous Joy, please copy/paste this URL into your browser: 

The BFO Decorating Committee 
would like to extend a big 

 

THANK YOU 
 

to all the wonderful parishioners 
who donated towards the purchase of 
poinsettias to beautify our sanctuary 

this Christmas! 
 

Our worship space will look fit for a  
KING! 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-%20%20resources/liturgical-year/advent/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-%20%20resources/liturgical-year/advent/
mailto:ssvp@blessedozanam.ca


  

Step #1 Detox from Sin

•	•	 Start and end Advent with Confession. Make a fresh start by cutting out what is clearly hindering 
us from our goal. Bookend this Advent with sanctifying grace! Click here for examinations of conscience 
for the whole family.

          

Step #2 Detox from Noise

•	•	 Add space at the beginning and end of each day. Remove all screens from bedrooms. Consider 
a family charging station for all phones and “media free” hours from X pm - X am. Buy alarm clocks 
if needed! For more tips, check out the book, “How to Break Up with Your Cell Phone” by Catherine 
Price. 

•	•	 Significantly reduce neutral media as a family. This is a big one. What you read, watch, listen to, 
and do all affect your soul. Commit as a family to removing bad media and reducing neutral media (eg 
social media, music, sports, news, video games, tv shows, podcasts, etc). Come up with a specific and 
measurable goal for each family member or the entire family (eg no social media apps on phones, pause 
your Netflix account, only one sports game per weekend, total media time not to exceed XX minutes 
per day unless the entire family is watching, etc).

•	•	 Discuss taking the Marriage 4:29 Social Media Pledge with your spouse.

  
Step #3 Fill the Space with God

•	•	 Stick to a daily prayer schedule. Develop a routine of daily prayer for Advent. Commit to adding 
one aspect of the following Daily Plan of Life (Back Cover of the Paradisus Dei Prayer Handbook) to 
you and your family’s routine this Advent: 

 
a.		 Morning, Midday, and Night Prayers
b.	 The Rosary
c.		 Lectio Divina
d.	 Liturgy of the Dinner Table
e.		 Practice of the Presence of God

The Advent Challenge: Making Space for the Christ Child

 “This age detests the things that silence brings us to: encounter, wonder, and kneeling before God.” 
- Cardinal Robert Sarah

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/penance/examinations-of-conscience
https://www.amazon.com/How-Break-Up-Your-Phone/dp/039958112X
https://marriage429.wordpress.com/2015/07/16/take-the-marriage-429-social-media-pledge/
https://portal.mypropago.com/v4MhWQ/Store#Category:28872:Year%205%20-%20The%20Fight%20of%20Faith


  

•	•	 Read together. “A reading Catholic is a contagious Catholic,” says Scott Hahn. Have each 
family member choose the life of a saint or other spiritual reading for Advent. Here are a few 
recommendations:

	 Adults - Rejoice! Advent Meditations, Joy to the World

	 Teens - Life Teen Collection, Go Bravely, I Choose the Sky

	 Children - ABC Get to Know the Saints with Me, A is for Angel, Saints Chronicles 5 Set

•	 Check in and reflect. Consider setting aside one meal a week to discuss as a family how the 
challenge is going and share highs and lows. Ask: What might God be teaching you this week? If 
you or your kids are “feeling the burn,” talk to your spouse about it and consider how best to love 
them through it. 

Step #4 Fill the Space with Family

•	•	 Eat dinner together. Commit to being together (without the media) for dinner. An Advent 
Wreath and Catholic Advent Calendars can help bring joy to the table. 

•	•	 Play together. Instead of TV or phones, consider a family walk to see Christmas lights, a group 
game, or creating a skit to show the grandparents or the grandkids at Christmas! 

•	•	 Watch the media together as a couple or a family. Here are a couple of movie review sites: 
Plugged In (Focus on the Family), The Dove Foundation, Catholic News Service Movie Reviews 

  
Other Tips:

•	•	 Add reminders in the home. Nativity scenes, an Advent wreath, special candles, or seasonal 
artwork can remind the family it’s Advent - and time to make space for the Christ child!

•	•	 Make it a team effort. Ask another family to help you make space for Christ in your home. Help 
them in return. 

•	•	 Don’t give up! If you don’t pray and watch too much Netflix one day, don’t give up! As Mother 
Teresa said, “Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today. Let us begin.”

https://ascensionpress.com/collections/rejoice-advent-meditations-with-the-holy-family
https://www.lighthousecatholicmedia.org/store/title/joy-to-the-world-book
https://shop.lifeteen.com/collections/books
https://bookstore.franciscan.edu/ePOS?form=shared3/gm/merch.html&item_number=2801594718252&cat=616&store=421&design=421
https://bookstore.franciscan.edu/ePOS?form=shared3/gm/merch.html&item_number=2800692703115&cat=616&store=421&design=421
https://www.sophiainstitute.com/products/item/abc-get-to-know-the-saints-with-me
https://www.keoglerstudios.com/book
https://www.sophiainstitute.com/products/item/saints-chronicles-5-set
https://www.catholicgiftsandmore.com/category/seasonal-advent-christmas-advent-calendars
https://www.pluggedin.com/
https://dove.org/
https://www.catholicnews.com/movie-reviews/


York Catholic District School Board 
Catholic Education Centre, 320 Bloomington Road West, Aurora, Ontario L4G 0M1 

Tel: 905-713-1211, 416-221-5051, 1-800-363-2711, Voice Mail Box: 17133 
Fax: 905-713-1272 ● www.ycdsb.ca 

 

James Ecker, Trustee – Markham Area 2: Wards 4,5,7 & 8 
(Milliken/Markham/Unionville) 

james.ecker@ycdsb.ca Tel 416-873-8002 

 
 
Dear Blessed Community Members,  
 
 
The Advent season has arrived, bringing a reminder of the sacred meaning 
of Christmas and signalling the start of a new liturgical year. 
  
While our Advent celebrations will look different this year due to the 
pandemic, these changes do not take away from the spirit and purpose of 
the season. Advent, the period beginning four Sundays before Christmas, is 
observed in commemoration of the coming of Christ into the world. As 
Catholics, it is a time to pause, reflect and renew our faith, as we await the 
birth of Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
  
More than ever this Advent season, I want to express my heartfelt gratitude 
to our community members for their endless support of our schools and 
Catholic community. With your ongoing encouragement, our students 
continue to experience a fulsome spiritual journey in Christ’s name, while 
they work to achieve academic excellence. 
  
May this blessed Advent season fill your hearts with hope, love, joy and 
peace as we prepare for Him who is our salvation.  
 
 
Yours in Catholic Education, 
 

 
James Ecker 

 





 

 

December 6, 2020 — Second Sunday of Advent 
IS 40:1-5, 9-11; PS 85:9-14; 2 PT 3:8-14; MK 1:1-8 
 
We serve a merciful and patient God. In His kindness, He warns us 
that we will be called to make an account one day for the way in 
which we made use of the gifts He has given us.  
 
The most precious gift He has given us is His own Son, Whose birth 
we are preparing to celebrate. 
 
St. Peter describes the loving kindness of the Father in our Second Reading today, saying God “is 
patient with you, not wishing that anyone should perish but that all should come to repentance.” 
Yet, in the same passage we receive this warning: “The Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a mighty roar... and the earth and everything on it will be found out.” 
 
How are we to assimilate these two truths — the merciful love of God and the responsibility that 
comes with the privilege of living as His disciple? St. Peter tells us we should conduct ourselves “in 
holiness and devotion.” Indeed, this is the goal of our Advent “reset” — to return to living lives 
focused on Christ, in gratitude for all He has done for us.  
 
In our Gospel passage from Mark, John the Baptist instructs us to “prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths.” We must make good use of the gift of time we have been given this 
Advent season. Let’s be sure to get to Confession, prioritize a daily reading the of Scriptures, and 
reach out to someone in need with a word of comfort or an act of service.  
 
In this way, we will honor both the mercy and justice of our God, and we will be prepared to 
celebrate the birth of Christ and give account for all His gifts to us. 
 
— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants  

 



De La Salle College “Oaklands”
Now Accepting Applications  
for Grades 5-7 and 9 for the  
2020-2021 Academic Year.

Visit www.delasalle.ca  
or call 416-969-8771  

for more information!



dixongarland.com | 905-294-2030
Dixon-Garland Funeral Home

In our family, we make 
our plans together.

Get started now.  
Call for your FREE Planning Kit!
Highland Funeral Home - Markham Chapel 
10 Cachet Woods Court, Markham, ON 
905-887-8600

Highland Hills Funeral Home & Cemetery 
12492 Woodbine Avenue 
Gormley, ON 
905-888-5990

O’Neill Funeral Home 
6324 Main Street, P.O. Box 639 
Stouffville, ON 
905-642-2855 Arbor Memorial Inc.  

CLIENT: Arbor Memorial BLEED: None
DOCKET: D017300 TYPE SAFETY: 0.1875” all around
NAME: O’Neill Church Bulletin Ad COLOUR: 4 Colour Process
AD SIZE: 2.625”w x 3.9375”h

138 Anderson Ave, Unit 1, Markham ON L6E 1A4
Tel: 905.471.8155   Toll Free: 1.800.325.0541

labelleflowers@on.aibn.com
www.labelleflowersandgifts.com

Markham Campus:     
9418 Markham Road C3.               905 - 471- 3131      www.successtutorial.ca 

   Mathematics  
   English & Creative Writing 
   Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 
   Core French 
               (Gr. 1 – 12) AP, IB 
 Summer Accelerated Programs 

 Free HW Tutoring for STS students! 

 
Mortgage Agent
Office: 905-209-2222 • Email: mark@rockinc.ca

MARKRAPONI

ROCKINC.CA

     9582 Markham Road, Unit 3 (across from Go Station)

“Great experience from start to finish. Mark is so knowledgeable 
and easy to work with.  Best of all, we got the best rate!”

Ellicott Financial Inc.
Broker #13132

Let’s Talk:  Mortgage | Refinance | Private Lending 
Investment Property | Private Lending

#M19001451

8911 Woodbine Ave., Markham (4 blocks north of Hwy 7)

NEWLY
EXPANDED FACILITY

NOW OPEN!

info@chapelridgefh.com       www.chapelridgefh.com

905 •305 • 8508
OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS

Family owned by

Eric & Susanne
Tappenden




