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“I will be their God and they shall be my people.”  - 
JEREMIAH 31:33 
What does it mean to be God’s people?  It means 
we recognize that everything we have and 
everything we are belongs to God.  We aren’t 
“owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” 
of the gifts God has given us.  It means we are 
willing to use our gifts and our lives to care for our 
family, our neighbors and for people we don’t 
know, just as God cares for each of us. 
 That we may open our hearts to receive more 

fully all of God’s simple and abundant blessings. 

 
 

“…I took them by the hand  
to lead them forth from the land of Egypt…” 

~ Jeremiah 31:32  
 

O God, we thank You for the progress made in Covid 
vaccinations and Your merciful hand leading us out of 
a place of sickness, fear, and isolation. May we not 
quickly forget Your covenant of love and what we 
have learned during this difficult time. Going forward, 
please help us always be mindful of our reliance on 
essential workers, on the inequities revealed, and the 
divides yet to be bridged. 

 
Jesus, we trust in you. Amen. 
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PASTOR 

Fr. Ricardo Davis    ext. 8
fr.rick@blessedozanam.ca 

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE  

laura.toniutti@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 9

OFFICE INQUIRIES 

office@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 0

SACRAMENTAL INQUIRIES 

firstcommunion@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 7
confirmation@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 6

YOUTH MINISTRY 

youth@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 6

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

socialcommittee@blessedozanam.ca

COMMUNICATIONS

communications@blessedozanam.ca

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

ssvp@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 5

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS

St. Joseph CES  905-294-4045
St. Julia Billiart CES   905-471-8221
St. Kateri Tekakwitha CES 905-471-4477
Sir Richard W. Scott CES 905-472-3964
St. Brother André CHS 905-294-7671

WEEKEND MASS 

Due to the current gathering restrictions, 
Masses have been temporarily suspended. 
We are, however, offering Communion 
Services.  Please visit the homepage of our 
website to register.
blessedozanam.ca/registering-for-mass/

CONFESSION

By appointment only.  Please contact 
Fr. Rick to make arrangements.
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Blessed Frédéric Ozanam Parish 
Holy Week Schedule 2021 
St. Br. André CHS – 6160 16th Avenue. 

Palm Sunday – The Lord’s Passion 

Sat. March 27th – 5:00 p.m. | Sun. March 28th – 9:00 a.m. | 10:30 a.m. | 12:00 p.m. 

Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

April 1st – 7:30 p.m. 

Good Friday 

April 2nd – 12:00 p.m. | 3:00 p.m. 

Holy Saturday - Easter Vigil Mass 

April 3rd – 8:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday Masses – The Resurrection of the Lord 

 April 4th – 9:00 a.m. | 10:30 a.m. | 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Day of Confessions 
Sat. March 27th | 10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

St. Br. André CHS | 6160 16th Ave. 

Fifth Sunday of Lent – March 21, 2021 

 

March 27, 2021 Dear Friends, 

As Lent comes to a close and Holy Week fast approaches, we are happy to be able 

to provide a Day of Confessions to help prepare you for the great Feast of Easter!   

The Sacrament of Confession is one of the greatest gifts God has given to His 

Church, and something that we should all take advantage of whenever we have the 

opportunity, for the following reasons: 

 ❖ Confession wipes away all our sins so completely, it’s almost as if they never happened—almost as if we 

went back in time and had never committed the sins in the first place. 

❖ Confession gives us graces to combat future temptations and builds up our “immunity” to sin.  In other 

words, Confession acts as a “vaccine” for temptation and sin. 

❖ When we bring our sins to the light of Confession they are transformed by the power of the Sacrament 

into things of beauty and grace.  In fact, the uglier the sins, and the greater the shame that results 

from them—the greater the beauty and graces that comes about from bringing them to the Sacrament. 

❖ Confession is the greatest remedy possible for shame, guilt, and regret.  Because when we bring our 

deepest, darkest secrets into the light of the Sacrament, we are freed from the power and burden of 

shame, guilt, and regret.   

❖ And, whether it’s a been a day, a week, a month, or 50 years since one’s last Confession, there’s great 

rejoicing in Heaven when someone comes to the Sacrament sincerely sorry for their sins—because 

nothing delights our Heavenly Father more than offering His forgiveness and mercy to those who need 

it, and those who seek it.  ~ Fr. Rick 
 



 
 

In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus gives us direction on prayer, fasting, and 

almsgiving.  “When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, who love to stand 

and pray in the synagogues and on the street corner so others may see 

them…but when you pray, go to your inner room…and pray to your Father in 

secret.  When you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites…but when you 

fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you may not appear to 

others to be fasting.  When you give alms, do not blow a trumpet before you, 

as the hypocrites do…but when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 

what your right is doing, so your almsgiving may be secret.” 

  

Many of us “give up” certain things (i.e. chocolate, beer) and/or “do 

something special” during Lent.  Many parishes also provide extra community 

faith activities and events as well during this time of year.  Whatever it is that 

you are giving up or doing special, remember to focus on the “why” you are 

doing it versus the “what” you are doing.  Too many times in our own individual 

faith journey and in our parish community we get caught up in the “what” (the 

activity) and we forget about the “why” (our relationship with God).  If the 

“what” doesn’t lead us to God, then we should reconsider the “why” we are 

doing it.  If the “what” is more important than the “why”, maybe we are the 

hypocrites that Jesus is referring to. 

  

Many times, the planning, organizing, and busyness of the “what” can lead to 

anxiety, frustration, and anger that may actually move us away from God, not 

closer to Him.  This is especially true at the parish community level.  The pressure 

to maintain parish schedules may in some cases, provide more opportunity to 

sin rather than repent; the exact opposite reason why we are doing the “what” 

in the first place. 

  

Individually, many times when a person forgets their Lenten observance and 

accidentally eats that candy bar that we were going to give up, they “throw 



in the towel” and figure that they “blew it” and decide not to continue with the 

Lenten observance they committed to.  When we do this, we are too focused 

on the “what” and not on the “why.”  The devil will try anything he can to derail 

us from our path to holiness, especially during our holiest season of the liturgical 

year.  The devil wants us to become obsessed with the “what” so that when we 

fail, we will forget the “why.” 

  

Remember, God calls us to be obedient and faithful, not perfect.  When we 

offer our “mistake” to God, it shows Him that we want to be with Him, we need 

Him, we are dependent on Him, we crave His love, mercy, and forgiveness – 

this is the “why” of Lent. 

  

Focusing on the “why” and not the “what” is something that we should do 

beyond the 40 days of Lent.  It should also apply to the other 325 days of the 

year as well.  Lent is time to build our spiritual muscles; to be persistent and 

make gradual changes that will grow into long term habits.  Lent is our time to 

prune our vices and grow in virtues. 

  

What we put in our mind, heart, and soul determines our actions.  But it’s not all 

about the things that we do on the outside, it’s what is on the inside that matters 

most.  Of all the gifts that God has given us, the one He wants the most is our 

heart.  Pray for the wisdom and fortitude to focus on the “why” and not the 

“what” on your path to holiness. 

  

Pope Francis has declared 2021 as The Year of St. Joseph!  Here is his prayer to 

St. Joseph. 

 
“Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted His only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

 

Blessed Joseph, 

to us too, show yourself a father and 

guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil. 

Amen.” 
Dave Baranowski, Archdiocese of St. Louis 



 

 

March 21, 2021 — Fifth Sunday of Lent 

JER 31:31-34; PS 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15; HEB 5:7-9; JN 12:20-33 

 

As we are nearing the end of our Lenten journey, our readings 

today remind us of the goodness that our God has to offer us.  

  

In today's Gospel, Jesus announces that the “hour has come for 

the Son of Man to be glorified.”  All that He came to do on this 

earth was soon to be fulfilled. When we reflect on what Jesus says in this passage, He tells us a 

great deal about how we should be living as disciples of Christ. He clearly states, “unless a 

grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it 

produces much fruit.”  

  

We are called to detach from our own desires and entrust our lives to all that God has in store 

for us. Without self-denial, we might miss occasions God has given us to produce good fruit. 

We have been practicing this throughout our Lenten season through fasting. One way to 

continue this effort after Lent is by taking advantage of the countless opportunities God 

presents to us to sacrifice our desires for something much greater — whether waking earlier 

to spend time in prayer, fasting from a favorite comfort on a weekly basis, or taking the time 

to check in on a friend or family member instead of turning on the TV, just to name a few. It is 

important that we continue to make room for God and the good things He wants to produce in 

us all year long.  

  

As our Lenten journey soon concludes, may we consider the ways in which we might continue 

the practice of self-denial by offering small, daily sacrifices to the Lord. 

  

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/032121-YearB.cfm
http://www.catholicsteward.com/


Calling All Crafters!! 
 
 

Knitters  Crocheters  Sewers 
 

We’re a new Ministry that knits, crochets, and sews prayer 

shawls for people facing a serious illness or crisis in their lives.    

Please contact Shirley or June  

at 289-554-0556, ext. 0 or  

email:  prayershawl@blessedozanam.ca 

 
How Can You Help? 

Donations Welcomed 
 

Time 

Can you knit, crochet or sew for us? 
 
 

Yarn or Sewing Fabric 

Leftover or new 
 

 

Equipment  

Circular needles or crochet hooks 
 

 

Funds 

Receipts will be provided for monetary donations  

to the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

 



 

 
Loving God, I come to you in thanksgiving 

knowing that all that I am and all that I have is a gift from you. 
In faith and love, help me to do your will. 

I am listening, Lord God. 
Speak your words into the depth of my soul, 

that I may hear you clearly. 
I offer to you this day all the facets of my life, 
whether it be at home, at work, or at school – 

to be patient, to be merciful, to be generous, to be holy. 
Give me the wisdom and insight 
to understand your will for me 

and the fervor to fulfill my good intentions. 
I offer my gifts of time, talent, and possessions to you 

as a true act of faith, 
to reflect my love for you and my neighbour. 

Help me to reach out to others as you, my God, 
Have reached out to me. 

Amen. 
 

Prayer used with permission from Stewardship and Development Office, Archdiocese of Chicago.  

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

De La Salle College “Oaklands”
Now Accepting Applications  
for Grades 5-7 and 9 for the  
2020-2021 Academic Year.

Visit www.delasalle.ca  
or call 416-969-8771  

for more information!



Dixon-Garland
Funeral Home

dixongarland.com | 905-294-2030

In our family, we make 
our plans together.

Get started now.  
Call for your FREE Planning Kit!
Highland Funeral Home - Markham Chapel 
10 Cachet Woods Court, Markham, ON 
905-887-8600

Highland Hills Funeral Home & Cemetery 
12492 Woodbine Avenue 
Gormley, ON 
905-888-5990

O’Neill Funeral Home 
6324 Main Street, P.O. Box 639 
Stouffville, ON 
905-642-2855 Arbor Memorial Inc.  

CLIENT: Arbor Memorial BLEED: None
DOCKET: D017300 TYPE SAFETY: 0.1875” all around
NAME: O’Neill Church Bulletin Ad COLOUR: 4 Colour Process
AD SIZE: 2.625”w x 3.9375”h

138 Anderson Ave, Unit 1, Markham ON L6E 1A4
Tel: 905.471.8155   Toll Free: 1.800.325.0541

labelleflowers@on.aibn.com
www.labelleflowersandgifts.com

Markham Campus:     
9418 Markham Road C3.               905 - 471- 3131      www.successtutorial.ca 

   Mathematics  
   English & Creative Writing 
   Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 
   Core French 
               (Gr. 1 – 12) AP, IB 
 Summer Accelerated Programs 

 Free HW Tutoring for STS students! 

 
Mortgage Agent
Office: 905-209-2222 • Email: mark@rockinc.ca

MARKRAPONI

ROCKINC.CA

     9582 Markham Road, Unit 3 (across from Go Station)

“Great experience from start to finish. Mark is so knowledgeable 
and easy to work with.  Best of all, we got the best rate!”

Ellicott Financial Inc.
Broker #13132

Let’s Talk:  Mortgage | Refinance | Private Lending 
Investment Property | Private Lending

#M19001451

8911 Woodbine Ave., Markham (4 blocks north of Hwy 7)

NEWLY
EXPANDED FACILITY

NOW OPEN!

info@chapelridgefh.com       www.chapelridgefh.com

905 •305 • 8508
OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS

Family owned by

Eric & Susanne
Tappenden


