
OFFICE: 14 JOHN LYONS ROAD, MARKHAM ONTARIO L3P 3H4  •  T 289-554-0556  •  F 289-554-1996  •  WWW.BLESSEDOZANAM.CA

  @bfoparish  Frédéric Ozanam Parish Markham   @bfoparish

mailto:https://blessedozanam.ca/?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/bfoparish/
https://www.facebook.com/blessedozanam/
https://twitter.com/BFOparish


PASTOR 

Fr. Ricardo Davis    ext. 8
fr.rick@blessedozanam.ca 

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE  

laura.toniutti@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 9

OFFICE INQUIRIES 

office@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 0

SACRAMENTAL INQUIRIES 

firstcommunion@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 7
confirmation@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 6

YOUTH MINISTRY 

youth@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 6

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

socialcommittee@blessedozanam.ca

COMMUNICATIONS

communications@blessedozanam.ca

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

ssvp@blessedozanam.ca  ext. 5

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS

St. Joseph CES  905-294-4045
St. Julia Billiart CES   905-471-8221
St. Kateri Tekakwitha CES 905-471-4477
Sir Richard W. Scott CES 905-472-3964
St. Brother André CHS 905-294-7671

WEEKEND MASS 

Due to the current gathering restrictions, 
Masses have been temporarily suspended. 
We are, however, offering Communion 
Services.  Please visit the homepage of our 
website to register.
blessedozanam.ca/registering-for-mass/

CONFESSION

By appointment only.  Please contact 
Fr. Rick to make arrangements.
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PRAYING THE NEWS 
 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you’.” 
John 20:21 

 
O Lord, please help us accept your peace, live in peace with each other,  

and be a source of peace in a world that greatly needs it.  
  

We continue to pray for peace in the Middle East  
and everywhere, suffering from violence.  

  
May just and lasting peace come forth  

from hearts open to your wisdom and counsel.   
 

Lord, let us not take peace for granted at home,  
but continually seek and nurture it.  

  
Come, Holy Spirit, come!  Amen. 
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Pentecost Sunday – May 23, 2021 

Where Holiness is Found: 

Ordinary People Called to 

Extraordinary Lives 
Virtual Event 

Saturday, June 5th, 2021  

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

It’s been a stressful year for all of us – 

a year of unknowns and constant 

changes.  Take a few moments to 

breathe, reflect and pray.  This 

retreat, designed especially for 

women, looks at the everyday 

moments of our lives and asks:   

How can I live a life of extraordinary 

calling?  Where is holiness found?  

Please join us as we consider how 

each of us, as ordinary women, are 

called to live extraordinary lives.   

Presenter:  Dr. Anne Jamieson. 

To register:   
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/lay-

formation-online-womens-retreat-

tickets-124265697045 

or call:  416-261-7207, ext. 221.  

Registration fee - $25. 
 

 
You Don’t Have What It Takes — But You Will 
Those of us in ministry love this saying: God doesn’t call the equipped. He equips the 
called.  
We all know that sort of queasy feeling we get in the pit of our stomachs when it 
becomes clear what we’re supposed to do, in any situation. It’s that feeling of: Oh, no. 
Not me. Not now. I can’t.  
We’ve all got our list of reasons why not, don’t we? We do it for everything, from big 
life problems to small everyday choices. I’m not going to invite my neighbor to church 
because I don’t want to come across as pushy. I’m not going to make amends with my 
cousin because she’ll just walk all over me again. I’m not going to say a Rosary tonight 
because I’m tired and it’ll just stress me out. 
However, even if we all put our lists of “reasons why we can’t” together, I don’t think 
any of us have reasons quite as valid as the apostles. Their job was to convert the 
nations — and here they are, a bunch of fishermen who haven’t been out of Judea, 
who speak only their own languages. Were they supposed to preach the Gospel via a 
particularly compelling game of charades? 
But even that big, giant, stop-you-dead-in-your tracks Reason Why We Can’t was 
nothing, because God had a plan. He didn’t call a bunch of equipped men. He called 
them, and He equipped them. Cue the tongues of fire! 
God doesn’t call us to do His will because we have what it takes. He calls us because 
He’s ready to give us what it takes. Being a good steward is to answer the call of Christ 
knowing he will provide. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 
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We’re growing!  In three short months, 
we have a core group of busy hands and 
have created over 30 knitted, crocheted 
or sewn prayer shawls, with plans for a 
distribution in September.  Recently, we 
initiated the gifting of 7 shawls for 
immediate needs:  3 to individuals 
facing critical illnesses, 3 to a family that 
lost their young mom to cancer and 1 to 
Fr. Rick, in the death of his mother. 
 

We would love to have more volunteer 
hands, if you’re interested in joining our 
group!  Please email June or Shirley at:  
prayershawl@blessedozanam.ca. 
 

Don’t knit or crochet?  You can still be 
part of this special ministry!  All the 
shawls are gifts to our recipients.  We 
gratefully accept monetary gifts of any 
amount.  These donations allow us to 
purchase yarn and continue the ‘ripple 
effect’ of loving outreach.  You may 
leave your donation (in an envelope 
marked ‘Prayer Shawl’) with the 
volunteer in the foyer at weekend 
liturgies, or mail it to the rectory.  Tax 
receipts will be issued for donations of 
$25 or more.  Please consider helping us 
to help others.  
 

We invite you to visit our web page to 
learn more about the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry at:  
https://blessedozanam.ca/prayer-shawl 
 

Keep watching our bulletin for the latest 
news updates!  
 

 
Lovingly created by Mary Lou 

 

 
Lovingly created by Marie Claire 

 

Fostering a heart 

For service 

Let us explore how the Holy Spirit is calling us to be leaders in the church. 
We invite you to the "Fostering a Heart for Service" talk given by guest 
speaker, Vlad Mamaradlo. Join us for a night of deep discussion and 
fellowship. Click HERE to RSVP. 
 

When? Wednesday May, 26th @ 7PM-8PM  
Where? Confirmation Zoom Link 
Guest Speaker: Vlad Mamaradlo 
Topic: Fostering a Heart for Service 
Zoom Link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488848754?pwd=MVljKzFjemhsaXdRK2FxMU
kycVN0dz09 
Meeting ID: 864 8884 8754 
Passcode: 800629 

 

A little bit about Vlad: 
Vlad has a Masters in Divinity and a Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology with 
over 17 years of ministerial and administrative experience, especially within 
a parish context. He has given talks in Canada and the United States on a 
range of topics from Spirituality and Mental Wellness, how to communicate 
to Millennials, and Pauline Epistles. He has organized various projects from 
Mission Trips, Fundraisers, to Passion Plays.  

 

We hope you'll be able to join us! For more information, please email 
Kristina Mariano at:  youth@blessedozanam.ca.  God bless! 
 

The Holy Spirit transforms and renews us,  
creates harmony and unity, and gives us courage and joy for mission.  

– Pope Francis - 
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Pentecost 

Gifts & charisms of the holy spirit 

 
Without Pentecost, the Gospel is not truly Good News.  For the seven gifts and Pentecostal charisms given by the Holy Spirit 
on this birthday celebration of the Church Catholic are essential for the success of our mission and indispensable for a 
joyful, victorious Christian life.  
 

As a teen, I thought the clergy were supposed to do everything. We laity were just called to pray, pay, and obey. Oh yes, and 
keep the commandments, of course. The original 10 seemed overwhelming enough. Then I discovered the Sermon on the 
Mount and nearly passed out. 
Perhaps this is why many inactive Catholics are so resentful of their upbringing in the Church. For them, religion means 
frustration, failure, and guilt. 

 
 

GOOD NEWS OF PENTECOST! 
Somehow they, and I, missed the good news about Pentecost. OK, we Catholics celebrate the feast every year and mention it 
in Confirmation class, but lots of us evidently didn’t “get it.” 
Because if we “got it,” we’d be different. Bold instead of timid, energetic instead of anemic, fascinated instead of bored. 
Compare the apostles before and after Pentecost and you’ll see the difference the Spirit makes. 

 

The gospel is Good News not just because we’re going to heaven, but because we’ve been empowered to become new 
people, here and now. Vatican II insisted that each of us is called to the heights of holiness (Lumen Gentium, chapter V). Not 
by will-power, mind you. But by Holy Spirit power. Holiness consists in faith, hope, and especially divine love. These are 
“virtues,” literally “powers,” given by the Spirit. 

 

SUPERNATURAL GIFTS 
To top it off, the Spirit gives us seven further gifts which perfect faith, hope, and love, making it possible for us to live a 
supernatural, charismatic life. Some think these gifts of the Holy Spirit are only for the chosen few, “the mystics.”  To the 
contrary, Thomas Aquinas taught that the gifts of the Spirit mentioned in Isaiah 11:1-3 (wisdom, knowledge, understanding, 
counsel, piety, fortitude, and fear of the Lord) are standard equipment given in baptism, that all are called to be “mystics.” 

 

CHARISMS – POWER TO SERVE 
Vatican II also taught that every Christian has a vocation to serve. We need power for this too. And so the Holy Spirit 
distributes other gifts, called “charisms.” These, teaches St. Thomas, are not so much for our own sanctification as for service 
to others. There is no exhaustive list of charisms, though St. Paul mentions a few (I Corinthians 12:7-10, Romans 12:6-8) 
ranging from tongues to Christian marriage (1 Cor. 7: 7). Charisms are not doled out by the pastors; but are given directly by 
the Spirit through baptism and confirmation, even sometimes outside of the sacraments (Acts 10:44-48). 

 

Do I sound Pentecostal? That’s because I belong to the largest Pentecostal Church in the world. Correcting the mistaken 
notion that the charisms were just for the apostolic church, Vatican II had this to say: “Allotting His gifts “to everyone 
according as he will” (1 Cor. 12:11), He [the Holy Spirit] distributes special graces among the faithful of every rank. . . . These 
charismatic gifts, whether they be the most outstanding or the more simple and widely diffused, are to be received with 
thanksgiving and consolation, for they are exceedingly suitable and useful for the needs of the Church” (LG 12). 

 

SURPRISES OF THE SPIRIT 
Powerful gifts, freely given to all. Sounds like a recipe for chaos. But the Lord also imparted to the apostles and their 
successors a unifying charism of headship. The role of the ordained is not to do everything themselves. Rather, they are to 
discern, shepherd, and coordinate the charisms of the laity so that they mature and work together for the greater glory of 
God (LG 30). 
So what if you, like me, did not quite “get it” when you were confirmed? I’ve got good news for you. You actually did get 
the  Holy Spirit and his gifts. Have you ever received a new credit card with a sticker saying “Must call to activate before 
using?” The Spirit and his gifts are the same way. You have to call in and activate them. Do it today and every day, and 
especially every time you attend Mass. Because every sacramental celebration is a New Pentecost where the Spirit and his 
gifts are poured out anew (CCC 739, 1106).  

 

That’s why the Christian Life is an adventure. There will always be new surprises of the Spirit! 

 

© Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio – Crossroads Initiative – crossroadsinitiative.com 

 

https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/media/articles/universal-call-holiness-lumen-gentium-chapter-5-vatican-ii/


 

 
 

May 23, 2021 — Pentecost Sunday (Mass During the Day) 
ACTS 2:1-11; PS 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 1 COR 12:3b-7, 12-13; JN 20:19-23 

 
Our Easter season culminates with the glorious feast of Pentecost. 
We can imagine how incredible that moment was for the apostles 
and all who witnessed it. The Holy Spirit was alive and working.  
  
The Holy Spirit is just as alive and willing to work here and now in 
our day-to-day moments as back at our first Pentecost.  
  
Our First Reading bears witness to the first Pentecost. During this 
encounter with the Holy Spirit, the apostles and Mary felt a driving 
wind, there were tongues of fire on the heads of each of them and 
the Spirit allowed them to speak in different tongues proclaiming 
acts of God.  
  
We might hear this reading and wish the Holy Spirit worked that obviously in our lives each 
day. The truth is, the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives is obvious — we just might be blind 

to it, or it might be that we have closed ourselves off to the Holy Spirit’s wonderous works.  
  
Our tongues of fire might be a profound conversation with a friend, something that you 
needed to hear in that exact moment, or even a closed door to an opportunity for something 
much, much greater. These are movements of the Holy Spirit in our everyday moments.  
  
The more we take time to recognize them, the more we become aware of them. 
  
On this Pentecost Sunday, let us give thanks to God for sending us His Holy Spirit. And let us 
strive to be in tune with the Holy Spirit by looking for the ways God has been working in our 
lives. 
  
— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/052321-Day.cfm
http://www.catholicsteward.com/


 

 
Loving God, I come to you in thanksgiving 

knowing that all that I am and all that I have is a gift from you. 
In faith and love, help me to do your will. 

I am listening, Lord God. 
Speak your words into the depth of my soul, 

that I may hear you clearly. 
I offer to you this day all the facets of my life, 
whether it be at home, at work, or at school – 

to be patient, to be merciful, to be generous, to be holy. 
Give me the wisdom and insight 
to understand your will for me 

and the fervor to fulfill my good intentions. 
I offer my gifts of time, talent, and possessions to you 

as a true act of faith, 
to reflect my love for you and my neighbour. 

Help me to reach out to others as you, my God, 
Have reached out to me. 

Amen. 
 

Prayer used with permission from Stewardship and Development Office, Archdiocese of Chicago.  

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

De La Salle College “Oaklands”
Now Accepting Applications  
for Grades 5-7 and 9 for the  
2020-2021 Academic Year.

Visit www.delasalle.ca  
or call 416-969-8771  

for more information!



In our family, we make 
our plans together.

Get started now.  
Call for your FREE Planning Kit!
Highland Funeral Home - Markham Chapel 
10 Cachet Woods Court, Markham, ON 
905-887-8600

Highland Hills Funeral Home & Cemetery 
12492 Woodbine Avenue 
Gormley, ON 
905-888-5990

O’Neill Funeral Home 
6324 Main Street, P.O. Box 639 
Stouffville, ON 
905-642-2855 Arbor Memorial Inc.  
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138 Anderson Ave, Unit 1, Markham ON L6E 1A4
Tel: 905.471.8155   Toll Free: 1.800.325.0541

labelleflowers@on.aibn.com
www.labelleflowersandgifts.com

Markham Campus:     
9418 Markham Road C3.               905 - 471- 3131      www.successtutorial.ca 

   Mathematics  
   English & Creative Writing 
   Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 
   Core French 
               (Gr. 1 – 12) AP, IB 
 Summer Accelerated Programs 

 Free HW Tutoring for STS students! 

 
Mortgage Agent
Office: 905-209-2222 • Email: mark@rockinc.ca

MARKRAPONI

ROCKINC.CA

     9582 Markham Road, Unit 3 (across from Go Station)

“Great experience from start to finish. Mark is so knowledgeable 
and easy to work with.  Best of all, we got the best rate!”

Ellicott Financial Inc.
Broker #13132

Let’s Talk:  Mortgage | Refinance | Private Lending 
Investment Property | Private Lending

#M19001451

8911 Woodbine Ave., Markham (4 blocks north of Hwy 7)

NEWLY
EXPANDED FACILITY

NOW OPEN!

info@chapelridgefh.com       www.chapelridgefh.com

905 •305 • 8508
OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS

Family owned by

Eric & Susanne
Tappenden


