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        2 pages via e-mail plus 5 attachments 
January 29, 2021 
 
 
To all clergy and staff of the Archdiocese of Toronto, 
 
Thank you for all that you continue to do to serve the faithful during this period of pandemic. As 
Lent will soon be upon us, I wish to provide some relevant updates. At present, the provincial state 
of emergency and related measures remain in place until at least February 9, 2021. We continue to 
dialogue with the province regarding the present situation as it relates to places of worship. 
 
Ash Wednesday  
 
Anticipating that there will still be significant restrictions, at least for the beginning of Lent, I wish to 
provide guidance to parishes regarding Ash Wednesday. 
 
After consultation with the Council of Priests and the Episcopal Board, I am granting permission for 
parishes to conduct modified Ash Wednesday services. This is an option for pastors that determine it 
is safe and feasible to do so, recognizing that the full WorshipSafe protocols must be observed at all 
times. A reminder that, at this time, no more than 10 people (including the celebrant and those 
assisting with ministry) may be present inside the church.  
 
Attached you will find two approved services for use – one includes the reception of Holy 
Communion, a second is the distribution of ashes only. I am also granting permission for parishes to 
distribute ashes on Ash Wednesday (February 17) as well as Thursday, February 18, Friday, 
February 19 and on Saturday, February 20 (until noon that day), recognizing the challenges facing 
parishes with a large number of parishioners that may wish to attend. 
  
The Holy See has provided direction around the distribution of ashes and communication between 
celebrant and congregation – this information is also attached.  
 
Pastors may also determine that it is prudent to livestream services and/or keep the church open for 
private prayer, Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 
The distribution of ashes in person by priests at schools is not possible this year. I know that many 
priests and parish staff have continued to nurture the important relationship with parish schools. 
Parishes may wish to conduct virtual services where appropriate.  
 
I am also attaching two brief documents on fasting and abstinence from Canon Law and the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. Given the current restrictions in place, traditional 
practices such as attending daily Mass during Lent, Stations of the Cross, etc. are not possible at this 
time. The current pandemic restrictions will force us once again to fast from many Lenten traditions 
and we offer these sacrifices in addition to our prayers for those who are sick and those who have 
died, as part of our Lenten journey. The document does, however, offer some helpful reminders 
regarding fasting and abstinence as we prepare for Lent. 
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Lenten Day of Reflection for Clergy – Friday, March 12, 2021 – 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
 
I would invite all clergy to mark Friday, March 12, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in their 
calendars. We will gather together for a virtual period of prayer and reflection during the Lenten 
season. I pray that you will all be able to participate. Additional details will follow. 
 
Webinar for Clergy & Staff – Friday, February 5, 2021 – 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
All clergy, parish and archdiocesan staff are invited to join in our next webinar, taking place on 
Friday, February 5, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. The 90-minute webinar will provide the latest updates on 
provincial restrictions in relation to archdiocesan operations as well as discussion around Lent, Holy 
Week and Easter. We will also have time allocated to answer questions from participants. I hope that 
you will be able to join us. 
 
To register for the webinar, please visit the following link:  
 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8042779535726818828 
 
Most especially through these challenging days, I thank you once again for your commitment to 
serve the faithful, finding creative and innovative means to connect with parishioners throughout 
the archdiocese. Be assured of my ongoing prayers. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 

 
 
Thomas Cardinal Collins 
Archbishop of Toronto 
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