Let God Out of the Box

By Fr. Rick Potts, CSsR

hristians believe that God is

infinite and eternal, God stands
outside the bounds of space and time.
God is omnipotent, omnipresent,
omnibenevolent, and omniscient. God
is, as one of my favorite gospel songs
says, “awesome.”

And yet, we often squeeze our
infinite God into tiny boxes. I guess
it’s inevitable. It's pretty tough to
visualize something that’s beyond our
understanding, hard to get a handle on
the infinite. And there’s nothing wrong
with contemplating God in bite-sized
portions—it’s just that it becomes so easy
to-deny everything that doesn't fit into
our little box.

Some insist God is male and deny
any other possibility. The artwork of our
Catholic tradition has so often portrayed
God as an older white male that artwork
portraying God in any other fashion is
seen as false. It’s very hard to get God
out of that little box. The language we
use to describe God in our liturgies
is masculine, and any attempt to use
feminine pronouns is usually met with
hostility even though Catholic theology
teaches us that to do so is perfectly
acceptable (Catechism of the Catholic
Church 370). If God is truly all things,
what's wrong with painting God as a
young, black female?

Others have placed God in a box
that restricts God’s mercy. Each of us
can probably think of a couple people
we can’t imagine being allowed into

Others have placed God in
a box that restricts God’s
mercy. Some even limit
God’s mercy as it applies to
themselves.

paradise for one reason or another. We
build a box out of justice (our definition)
and seal it with self-righteousness,
imagining it will hinder the flow of
God’s limitless mercy to those we deem
unworthy.

Some even limit God’s mercy as it
applies to themselves. God loves me
whether I believe it or not, but not
believing it greatly limits the effect God’s
love has on my life. Imagine yourself

drowning in the ocean. You've gone
under twice; it’s dark, and you're scared.
Someone throws you a life preserver,
but it lands behind you and you don’t
see it. To you, it doesn't exist. So even
though it’s only a few feet away, it cannot
save your life, and you drown. Just so, if
1 deny God’s mercy, then for all intents
and purposes it doesn't exist in my
universe.

The same is true if I deny God’s love.
It cannot help define who I am. It cannot
change the opinion I have of myself.
It cannot save me from myself. If we
imagine that God acts and reasons the
same way we do, we fail to see God’s
love and mercy that surround us. Shall
we open ourselves to the wonder and
mystery that is God? Shall we let God
out of the box?

Merciful God, mindful of
how much we are forgiven,
please give us the grace to

forgive those who have hurt us.

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The Redemptorists

Monday, Weekday:
1 Cor 11:17-26, 33 / Lk 7:1~10

Tuesday, St. John Chrysostom:
1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a / Lk 7:11-17

Wednesday, Exaltation of the Holy Cross:
Nm 21:4b-9 / Phil 2:6-11 / Jn 3:13-17

WEEKDAY
READINGS

September 12-17

Thursday, Our Lady of Sorrows:
1 Cor 15:1-11/ Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

Friday, Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian:
1 Cor 15:12-20 / Lk 8:1-3

Saturday, Weekday:
1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49 / Lk 8:4-15
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Sonship Restored

By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

trangely enough and discouragingly
S often, we find the attitude of the
older son in the Church. The righteous
believers who have always belonged

can be jealous and look down upon the
poor sinner who comes at a later hour,
receiving the same reward.

Yet, the attitude of all of us towards
those who are spiritually, morally, or
materially needy, should be that of the
loving father in today’s gospel. The
sinner comes back in shame, weakness,
and obvious failure. His very act of
returning is a cry for help, support,

Sunday Readings
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14

Moses implored the Loro...,
“Remember your servants Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel....” So the Lorp
relented in the punishment he had
threatened to inflict on his people.

1 Timothy 1:12-17

Indeed, the grace of our Lord has
been abundant, along with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus.

Luke 15:1-32

While he was still a long way off,
his father caught sight of him, and
was filled with compassion.

and understanding. The Father offers

his mercy and compassion without
questions, without an interrogation. His
shoulder is never too proud, too hard or
righteous to be refused as a pillow for the
humiliated soul who returns ruined by
sin.

Humanity is noblest when admitting
its weakness, Humanity is greatest
in its ability to show mercy and lift
the downtrodden. The parent-child
relationship is most beautiful when it is
being reconciled and restored.

We should always rejoice at the return
of a prodigal child and we should always
honor a forgiving parental heart. “We
must celebrate and rejoice;” said the
father in the gospel. If we are convinced
of this, we now have a charge: Be
prepared to forgive those who have hurt
us. Be ready to open our hearts and our
arms to embrace those who are seeking
our acceptance, our understanding, our
love. +

Humanity is noblest

when admitting its weakness.

Humanity is greatest
in its ability to show mercy
and lift the downtrodden.

A Word from
Pope Francis

When someone whose heart
is synchronized with God's
sees the repentance of a
person, they rejoice, no
matter how serious their
mistakes may have been.
They do not stay focused

on errors, they do not point
fingers at what they have
done wrong, but rejoice over
the good because another
person’s good is mine as welll

ANGELUS, ROME, MARCH 27, 2022

REFLECTION
QUESTIONS

ONE2LION?2
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* With whom do you most
identify in the Gospel story:
the sinful son, the jealous
brother, or the loving father?

* Explain your selection.
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Parish of St. Vincent De Paul

“We as a community rooted in the Catholic faith seek to imitate Christ's

Examples of love and service to others and spread the light of our faith to others.”
Parish phone: 509-234-2262 Sept. 11, 2022 website: stvincentconneill.org

Fr. Miguel A. Gustavo Ruiz Juarez 509-318-0295 gruiz@dioceseofspokane.org

Deacon Arturo Biebrich parish phone: 509-222-9223 after 5 pm only

25" Sunday Ordinary Time
Mass Sept. 18, 2022

Lector: Danny Holt
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
James Freitag

Greeters & Presentation of Gift
Martin & Maria Garcia Family
Alter Servers:

Isabella & Nadia Holt

24" Sunday Ordinary Time
Mass Sept. 11, 2022

Lector: Victoria Ocampo
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Maria Garcia

Greeters & Presentation of Gift
Greg & Julie Hart

Altar Servers:

Josh B. & Emmett K.

Pope’s Prayer intentions:
Abolition of the Death Penalty
We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the
human person, may be legally abolished in every country

Mass Schedule

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. @ St. Paul's in Eltopia

10:30 a.m. @ St. Vincent's (English)

12:00 p.m. @ St. Vincent's (Spanish)
Saturday: 7:00 p.m. @ San Juan Diego (Spanish)
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. Adoration @ St. Vincent's

8:30 a.m. Mass @ St. Vincent's
Confessions: Wednesdays 6:30 pm @ St. Vincent's

Saturday 4:30 pm @ San Juan Diego

Church Secretary: Elida Fernandez - secSt.vincent2015@amail.com

Tues, Weds. Thurs 12:00 pm — 3:30 pm
Elida can be reached at 509-318-0917 - 12 — 3:30 pm on Tues. Weds. Thurs.

Prayer Chain: Call Carolyn Nordhus @ 509-234-5972

Breezeway Calendar: If you have any parish events or meetings that you would like
on the all parish calendar that is posted in the breezeway please contact
Marla Goade @ 539-5354 wmgoade73@gmail.com

Weekly Bulletin: Please email Elida Fernéandez secSt.vincent2015@amail.com by
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS for information to be included in the upcoming Sunday
bulletin.

Elida can be reached at 509-318-0917

Website: To add or send information, pictures or news to the website please
email Jaeniffer Kaiser @ Jaeniffer2002@hotmailcom

LIKE our Facebook page to get updated posts and information about our parish. You can
also see photos of all the activities that have been happening. If you want to post church
happenings on Facebook please email Onna Pollock at olpollock@yahoo.com

UPCOMING EVENTS MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Altar Flowers
Sept. — Altar Society
Oct. — Guadalupanas

NO CONFESSIONS
This Wednesday the 14th
@ St. Vincent Parish

Wednesday High School

Religious Ed
Is accepting applications
for youth
Contact: Elida Fernandez for
more information @ 318-0917

Regina Grassl
Has moved, let keep her inundated
with mail!!
Regina Grassl
7820 W 6t Ave.
Kennewick WA 99336

Request of Sacrament

Certificates

Please be advised, there is a 10-day
minimum needed to search for
records. Please be timely in your

request of a new certificate.

ANNUAL ONLINE TEST FOR
SAFE ENVIRONMENT
All volunteers need to take the test.
If you do not have a computer or cell
phone to take the test please
contact Elida Fernandez
@ 509-318-0917

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK FROM
THE PASTORAL PATTERNS BY JS
PAULISH CO:

When have you persistently sought after a member
of your family who has lost his or her way? Have
you ever felt you were not getting credit for your

good works? What did you do?

STEWARDSHIP

“Everything | have is yours.” Luke 15:31
Our Heavenly Father gives us everything, including
the chance to share in His eternal kingdom. Yet,
like the Prodigal Son, we are often lured away by
the materialism of our society. Do you really want
to turn your back on all that God offers in exchange
for material wealth that has no lasting value? God
wants us to be happy on earth as well. But, that
requires us to freely accept His gift of faith; putting
Him first in all things and detaching from our own
self-sufficiency.

Thank you for your generous

Weekly contributions
Aug. 21, 2022 Aug. 28, 2022
10:30 am - $654.00  10:30 am - $655.00
12:00 pm — $533.75  12:00 pm - $424.25
Basin city — $711.00 Basin City — $776.00

Annual Catholic Appeal
St. Vincent’s Goal:
$23,891.00

Connell Food Bank

Banco de Comida
Seniors: Tuesdays
3rd Edad- los Martes
13 and 14 of Sept. / Sep.
10:00 am-11:30 am
General Public:

El publico en general:
Wednesdays / los Miércoles
27 and 28 of Sept. / Sep.
9:00 am -1:00 pm
5:00 pm-7:00 pm

FR. GUS’S SCHEDULE FOR 2 WEEKS:
Sept. 11, 2022 - Sept.25, 2022

Monday Sept. 12:
Fr. Gus’ Day off

Tues. Sept. 13:
No Confessions @ Eltopia
No Mass @ Eltopia
5:30 pm No Mass for K of C @ Connell
6:00 pm K of C Meets @ Connell
Wed. Sept. 14:
No Adoration @ Connell
No Mass @ Connell
No Confessions @ Connell
Thurs. Sept. 15:
No Adoration @ Eltopia
No Mass @ Eltopia
5:00 pm Guadalupanas

Fri. Sept. 16:
8:00 am Prison Ministry @ Connell

Sat Sept. 17:
12:00 pm Baptisms @ Basin City
No Confessions @ Basin City
7:00 pm Mass @ Basin City

Sun. Sept. 18: Mass
8:00 am Mass @ Eltopia
10:30 am Mass @ Connell
12:00 pm Mass @ Connell

Please keep Fr. Gus in your daily prayers.

Monday Sept. 19:
Fr. Gus’ Day off
Tues. Sept. 20:
4:00 pm Confessions @ Eltopia
5:00 pm Mass @ Eltopia
7:00 pm Meet w/ Altar Servers @ Basin City
Wed. Sept. 21:
8:00 am Adoration @ Connell
8:30 am Mass @ Connell
No Confessions @ Connell
5:30 pm BBQ with Hi School Group @ Connell
6:00 pm Youth Group @ Basin City
Thurs. Sept. 22: ’
10:00 am Adoration @ Eltopia
10:30 am Mass @ Eltopia
Fri. Sept. 23:
8:00 am Tri-City Prep
4:30 pm - 6:30 pm Confessions @ Basin City
Sat Sept. 24:
4:00 pm Anniversary Mass@ Connell
No Confessions @ Basin City
7:00 pm Mass @ Basin City
Sun. Sept. 25: Mass
8:00 am Mass @ Eltopia
10:30 am Bilingual Mass @ Connell
12:00 pm No Mass @ Connell




