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 Propers for the Mass in the Extraordinary Form    

Introitus 
Ps 24:1-3 

Ad te levávi ánimam meam: Deus meus, in te 
confído, non erubéscam: neque irrídeant me 
inimíci mei: étenim univérsi, qui te exspéctant, 
non confundéntur. 
Ps 24:4 
Vias tuas, Dómine, demónstra mihi: et sémitas 
tuas édoce me. 
V. Glória Patri, et Fílio, et Spirítui Sancto. 
R. Sicut erat in princípio, et nunc, et semper, et in 
sǽcula sæculórum. Amen. 
Ad te levávi ánimam meam: Deus meus, in te 
confído, non erubéscam: neque irrídeant me 
inimíci mei: étenim univérsi, qui te exspéctant, 
non confundéntur.  

Introit 
Ps 24:1-3 

To You I lift up my soul: in You, O my God, I trust; let 
me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult 
over me. No one who waits for You shall be put to 
shame. 
Ps 24:4 
Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me Your 
paths. 
V. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost. 
R. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 
To You I lift up my soul: in You, O my God, I trust; let 
me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult 
over me. No one who waits for You shall be put to 
shame.  

Oratio 
Orémus. 

Excita, quǽsumus, Dómine, poténtiam tuam, et 
veni: ut ab imminéntibus peccatórum nostrórum 
perículis, te mereámur protegénte éripi, te 
liberánte salvári: 
Qui vivis et regnas cum Deo Patre, in unitáte 
Spíritus Sancti, Deus, per ómnia sǽcula 
sæculórum.  

Collect 
Let us pray. 

Put forth Your power, O Lord, we beseech You, and 
come, that with You as our protector we may be 
rescued from the impending danger of our sins; and 
with You as our deliverer, may we obtain our 
salvation. 
Who livest and reignest with God the Father, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, world without end. 
R. Amen  

First Sunday  
of  

Advent 
When you shall see these 

things come to pass, know 

that the kingdom of God is at 

hand.  



Lectio 
Léctio Epístolæ beáti Pauli Apóstoli ad Romános  

Rom 13:11-14. 
Fratres: Sciéntes, quia hora est iam nos de somno súrgere. 
Nunc enim própior est nostra salus, quam cum credídimus. 
Nox præcéssit, dies autem appropinquávit. Abiiciámus ergo 
ópera tenebrárum, et induámur arma lucis. Sicut in die 
honéste ambulémus: non in comessatiónibus et 
ebrietátibus, non in cubílibus et impudicítiis, non in 
contentióne et æmulatióne: sed induímini Dóminum Iesum 
Christum. 
R. Deo grátias.  

Lesson 
Lesson from the letter of St. Paul the Apostle to the Romans  

Rom 13:11-14 

Brethren: Understand, for it is now the hour for us to 
rise from sleep, because now our salvation is nearer 
than when we came to believe. The night is far 
advanced; the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside 
the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light. Let 
us walk becomingly as in the day, not in revelry and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and wantonness, not in 
strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
R. Thanks be to God.  

Graduale 
Ps 24:3; 24:4 

Univérsi, qui te exspéctant, non confundéntur, Dómine. 

V. Vias tuas, Dómine, notas fac mihi: et sémitas tuas édoce 

me. Allelúia, allelúia. 

Ps 84:8. 

V. Osténde nobis, Dómine, misericórdiam tuam: et salutáre 

tuum da nobis. Allelúia.  

Gradual 
 Ps 24:3-4 

No one who waits for You shall be put to shame. 

V. Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me 

Your paths. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Ps 84:8 

V. Show us, O Lord, Your kindness, and grant us Your 

salvation. Alleluia.  

Evangelium  

Sequéntia +︎ sancti Evangélii secúndum Lucam  

R. Glória tibi, Dómine. 

Luc 21:25-33. 
In illo témpore: Dixit Iesus discípulis suis: Erunt signa in sole et 
luna et stellis, et in terris pressúra géntium præ confusióne sónitus 
maris et flúctuum: arescéntibus homínibus præ timóre et 
exspectatióne, quæ supervénient univérso orbi: nam virtútes 
cœlórum movebúntur. Et tunc vidébunt Fílium hóminis veniéntem 
in nube cum potestáte magna et maiestáte. His autem fíeri 
incipiéntibus, respícite et leváte cápita vestra: quóniam 
appropínquat redémptio vestra. Et dixit illis similitúdinem: Vidéte 
ficúlneam et omnes árbores: cum prodúcunt iam ex se fructum, 
scitis, quóniam prope est æstas. Ita et vos, cum vidéritis hæc fíeri, 
scitóte, quóniam prope est regnum Dei. Amen, dico vobis, quia 
non præteríbit generátio hæc, donec ómnia fiant. Cœlum et terra 
transíbunt: verba autem mea non transíbunt. 

R. Laus tibi, Christe. 

S. Per Evangélica dicta, deleántur nostra delícta.  

Gospel  

Continuation + of the Holy Gospel according to Luke  

Luke 21:25-33 

At that time, Jesus said to His disciples: There will be signs in 
the sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth distress of 
nations bewildered by the roaring of sea and waves; men 
fainting for fear and for expectation of the things that are 
coming on the world; for the powers of heaven will be 
shaken. And then they will see the son of Man coming upon a 
cloud with great power and majesty. but when these things 
begin to come to pass, look up, and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is at hand. And He spoke to them a 
parable. Behold the fig tree, and all the trees. When they now 
put forth their buds, you know that summer is near. Even so, 
when you see these things coming to pass, know that the 
kingdom of God is near. Amen I say to you, this generation 
will not pass away till all things have been accomplished. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass 
away. 

R. Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

S. By the words of the Gospel may our sins be blotted out.  

Offertorium 

V. Dóminus vobíscum. 

R. Et cum spíritu tuo. 

Orémus. 

Ps 24:1-3. 
Ad te levávi ánimam meam: Deus meus, in te confído, non 
erubéscam: neque irrídeant me inimíci mei: étenim univérsi, 
qui te exspéctant, non confundéntur.  

Offertory 

P. The Lord be with you. 

S. And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 

Ps 24:1-3 

To You I lift up my soul: in You, O my God, I trust; let me 
not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me. 
No one who waits for You shall be put to shame.  



  
 

Secreta 
Hæc sacra nos, Dómine, poténti virtúte mundátos ad suum 
fáciant purióres veníre princípium. 
Per Dóminum nostrum Iesum Christum, Fílium tuum: qui 
tecum vivit et regnat in unitáte Spíritus Sancti Deus, per 
ómnia sǽcula sæculórum. 
R. Amen.  

Secret 
May these offerings, O Lord, cleanse us by their mighty 
power and thus make us come purer before You Who are 
their author. 
Through Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, Who liveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, 
world without end. 
R. Amen.  

Communio 
 Ps 84:13. 
Dóminus dabit benignitátem: et terra nostra dabit fructum 
suum.  

Communion 
Ps 84:13 

The Lord will give His benefits: and our land shall yield its 
increase.  

Postcommunio 
S. Dóminus vobíscum. 
R. Et cum spíritu tuo. 
Orémus. 
Suscipiámus, Dómine, misericórdiam tuam in médio templi 
tui: ut reparatiónis nostræ ventúra sollémnia cóngruis 
honóribus præcedámus. 
Per Dóminum nostrum Iesum Christum, Fílium tuum: qui 
tecum vivit et regnat in unitáte Spíritus Sancti Deus, per 
ómnia sǽcula sæculórum. 

R. Amen.  

Post Communion 
P. The Lord be with you. 
S. And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 
May we receive Your mercy, O Lord, in the midst of Your 
temple, and thus prepare with due observance for the 
coming festal season of our redemption. 
Through Jesus Christ, thy Son our Lord, Who liveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, 
world without end. 

R. Amen.  

St John Vianney, Cure of Ars  
The Last Judgment  

 Not a God clothed with our weaknesses, hidden in the darkness of a wretched stable, housed in a crib, treated with deri-

sion and mockery, bowed to earth by the heavy burden of his cross; but a God who, clad in the glorious splendor of his great pow-
er and majesty, makes known His advent by the most terrifying manifestations, by the darkening of the sun and the moon, by the 
falling of the stars and by the upheaval of all creation. Not a Redeemer who comes with the meekness of a lamb to be judged by 
men whom He tries to gain over to Himself; but a judge in righteous wrath, to judge mankind with the awful measure of His jus-
tice. Not a loving shepherd, who tries to find His stray sheep and who pardons them when they have returned, but a God of 
vengeance, who will separate forever the just from the unjust, who will make the sinners feel His terrible vengeance and over-
whelm the just with celestial bliss. O terrible moment, O fearful moment, when wilt thou arrive? O unhappy moment! perhaps in 
a few days from now we may observe the harbingers of this, for sinners, so terrible a day of judgment! O sinners, arise from the 
grave of your iniquities, appear before the judgment seat of God and suffer the treatment the sinner will have to undergo! The 
godless of this world like to deny the power of God, because they see the sinner pass unpunished through the days of his life; yes, 
they will even make the bold assertion that there is no God, that there is no hell; or, they say: “God does not take any notice of 
what we do here upon earth.” Oh, but wait for the day of judgment; on this great day God will reveal His power and show all na-
tions that He has seen everything and taken an account thereof.  

 St. Luke says that men will wither away for fear and expectation of what shall come upon the whole world. Oh, my 

friends, one could wither away for fear and die from fright at the thought of a misfortune which is a thousand times less than 
what is impending for the sinner and which is sure to be his fate if he persists in leading a life of sin.  

 My friends, if at this moment, when I am about to speak to you of the judgment to come, before which we must all ap-

pear to render an account of the good and evil we have done during this life and to receive thereat our final judgment, which will 
be either Heaven or hell, I say, if at this moment an angel was to appear and announce to you the message from God that in 
twenty-four hours by a rain of fire and sulphur the whole world would go up in flames; if you could already hear the distant rolling 
of the thunder; if the fury of the storm was beginning to tear down your houses, and if the lightning was growing so vivid that the 
earth was like unto a fiery ball; if hell was beginning to hurl forth the damned to fill the world with their screams and howls, and if 
the only way to avoid this misery would be to detest sin and repent, could you then, my friends, listen to all this without shedding 
streams of tears and imploring mercy? Would you not throw yourself down at the foot of the altar and cry for mercy? Oh, incon-
ceivable folly of sinful man! It will then be too late to repent.  



 Yes, my brethren, we shall be judged; nothing is more certain. Yes, and we shall be judged without mercy.  

 We read in Holy Scripture that God, whenever He intended to send a scourge over the world, always preceded it by a 

sign, so as to strike terror into the hearts of the people and cause them to implore His mercy. The historian Josephus records that 
long before the destruction of Jerusalem there was visible in the sky a comet, in the form of a sword, which caused general con-
sternation. Every one asked what is the meaning of this sign? Is it perhaps a great misfortune which God is going to send us? The 
moon appeared eight nights in the sky without showing any light; the people began to tremble for their lives, when all at once an 
unknown man appeared, who for three years without interruption passed through the streets of Jerusalem day and night, 
shouting: “Woe to Jerusalem! Woe to Jerusalem!” He was arrested and scourged to make him stop his lamentations, but nothing 
would deter him. At the end of the three years he called out: “Woe to Jerusalem! Ah! woe to me!” At that moment a stone, which 
had been thrown at him from a shtngshot, struck him and killed him instantly. Soon all the misfortunes which this unknown man 
had prophesied broke out all over Jerusalem. The famine became so terrible that mothers killed and devoured their own children. 
The city was captured by the enemy and levelled to the ground; the streets were covered with the dead, and blood flowed in 
streams; the few who escaped with their lives were sold into slavery.  

 As the day of judgment will be the most terrible and frightful day of all, the preceding signs will be so horrible as to strike 

terror into the innermost parts of the earth. Our Lord has said that on that fateful day the sun shall give no more light; that the 
moon will seem like a bloody mass, and the stars will fall from the heavens. Lightning and thunder will be so terrible that men will 
wither away with fear. The wind will become so violent that nothing will be able to withstand it; trees and houses will be torn 
away and carried far out to sea; the sea itself, lashed into fury by the storms, will rise higher than the highest mountains, and the 
terrors of hell will be open to the eyes of mankind; all creatures will try to hide themselves away from the presence of the Creator 
when they behold the crimes with which men have defiled and disfigured the face of the earth.  

 When then the earth is cleansed from the many crimes with which it was covered God will send down His angels, who 

will blow their trumpets at the four corners of the earth, and call to the dead: “Arise, ye dead, arise from your graves and appear 
anon before the judgment seat!” And forthwith all the dead, just and unjust, good and bad, the virtuous and the sinners, will be 
rejoined to their bodies; the seas will give up their dead, and the earth will bring forth all who have been lying in her bosom for all 
these centuries. After this upheaval the souls of the Saints, clad in their glory, will descend from Heaven, each of them to take pos-
session of their earthly body. “Come,” they will say to it; “come, thou companion of my sufferings, thou hast always striven to 
please God; thou hast sought thy happiness in suffering and in fighting. Come, ye blessed eyes which have closed so often at the 
sight of unclean objects for fear of losing the grace of God, come into Heaven, where you will see nothing but the beautiful things 
which are vainly sought for on earth. Welcome, my ears, which had such a horror of unchaste and slanderous words and conversa-
tions; be welcome in Heaven, where you will listen only to heavenly music, which will be your constant delight. Welcome, my feet 
and my hands, which were so often the means of bringing solace to the unfortunate; let us wander about in this beautiful Heaven, 
where we shall gaze upon our adored Redeemer who loves us so much. There we shall see Him who has lived in our hearts: there 
we shall see His hands, still reddened with blood, by which He has merited our great joy.”  

 When the Saints have taken possession of their glorified bodies, they will look forward with rapture to the moment when 

God will reveal to the sight of the whole world all the tears, all the works of penance, all the good they have done. “Yea,” Jesus 
Christ will say to them, “I want the whole world to behold the reward which I have prepared for you!”  

 But what a terrible and awful change is before us. I hear the trumpet call to the condemned to come back out of hell. 

Come, ye sinners, ye malefactors, ye tyrants, your God calls you who was so eager to save you; appear before the judgment seat of 
the Son of man. Come and stand forth, for all the wrong you have ever committed will be revealed in sight of the whole world. 
Then the angel will call: “Depths of hell, open your portals, belch forth the damned: their judge is calling them.” Oh, horrible mo-
ment! They will come forth from the depths, these miserable damned souls, and seek for their bodies in despair. Oh, horrible 
sight, at the moment when the soul enters its body the latter will feel all the terrors of hell. Oh, this cursed body and this cursed 
soul, they will revile each other thousands and thousands of times. Oh, thou cursed body, the soul will say, thou has drawn me and 
dragged me into the filth of impurity; thousands of years have I suffered and burned in hell. Come, ye cursed eyes that have so 
often taken pleasure in throwing impure glances at their own or the bodies of others; come down to hell, where you will see noth-
ing but the most horrible monsters. Come, ye cursed ears that have so often delighted in listening to indecent words and conversa-
tions; come down to hell, where you will hear the howling and’ roaring of the devils for all eternity. Come, thou cursed tongue, 
thou cursed mouth; come down to hell, where you will get no other nourishment but gall. Come, thou cursed body, to whose cu-
pidity I have given in so often, thou shalt forever be stretched out in a pool of sulphur and fire, which is kindled by the power and 
wrath of God.  

 Yes, my brethren, there the just and the condemned, after they have reoccupied again the body which was theirs during 

life, the body as we see it now before us, all will stand up before their Judge. See, there He comes, seated on His throne, blazing 
with glory, surrounded by all the angels, before Him His standard, the Cross! When the damned see their judge, then they will cry 
out: “Ye mountains, throw yourselves upon us and hide us from the sight of our judge; ye rocks, fall upon us and throw us back 
into the depths of hell!” No! No! Come forth, oh, sinner, and give an account of thy whole life. Come forward, oh unhappy one, 
thou who hast offended the good God so greatly. Oh, my judge, my Father, my Creator, where is my father, my mother, who have 
been the cause of my being damned? Oh, my father, my mother, it is through your fault that I am damned, it is you who have  
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caused my destruction. Ah ! who can estimate the misery of a condemned soul, who sees before Him his own father and mother 
resplendent in glory, destined for Heaven, and himself condemned to hell. These rejected ones will cry out, Mountains, bury us, we 
beg of you fall upon us; oh, ye portals of the abyss, open and hide us! Then the Lord will open up, as we are told by the Prophet 
Ezechiel, that great and wonderful book, in which the crimes of all men are recorded. Oh, what an enormous number of sins which 
have never been revealed to the eyes of the world will then become apparent! Oh, tremble, all ye, who have heaped sin upon sin 
for years!  

 But, you will say, what about all the good works we have done, were they all in vain? All those fastings, penances, almsgiv-
ings, the communions and confessions, do they not deserve any recompense? No; Jesus Christ will say to you, Your prayers were 
only idle babblings, your fasting hypocrisy, your almsgiving vain seeking for notoriety; I was never considered in any of your doings. 
Besides, I have blessed you with earthly possessions; I have blessed your work, I have given fruitfulness to your fields, I have en-
riched your children for the little good you have done. I have given you full recompense, as much as you could expect. But, He will 
say to us, your sins still live, and they will live forever before me. Depart, ye accursed, into eternal fire, which is for all those who 
have thought little of Me in life.  

 You see, my brethren, as the most distressing thing on that terrible day it will be made clear to us that God has spared no 
effort to save us; that He allowed us to participate in the boundless merits of His death on the Cross; that He gave us the privilege 
of being born in the bosom of the Church; that He gave us guardians of the soul to show us and advise us what to do to gain eter-
nal happiness. He has given us the sacraments that we may regain His friendship as often as we have lost it; He has fixed upon no 
number of sins, which He is willing to pardon; if our return to Him is sincere we are sure of His forgiveness. He will wait for us for 
years, though we may live only to offend Him. He does not want to destroy, He would rather save us at any price if we will only let 
Him! We, ourselves, force him through our sins to pronounce the judgment of eternal damnation over us.  

 On earth the sinner will always have some excuse for the sins committed by him; he even brings his pride into the tribunal 
of penance, where he ought to appear only to accuse and humble himself. Some plead ignorance, others strong temptations; oth-
ers again special opportunities and bad examples; every day you can hear the reasons which the sinners proffer to hide the hide-
ousness of their crimes. Come now, ye proud sinners, and let us see how your excuses will be received on the judgment day; ex-
plain yourselves before Him who holds the torch in His hand and has seen, counted and weighed in the balance everything con-
cerning you.  

 You did not know, you say, that this was a sin! Oh, unfortunate one, Jesus Christ will tell thee that if thou hadst been born 
amongst the heathen nations, who have never even heard of the true God, thou mightest offer thy ignorance as an excuse, but 
thou, a Christian, who had the happiness of being born in the bosom of the Church, who had grown up in the centre of enlighten-
ment and who hast been preached to about thy own salvation, what about thee? Oh, unfortunate one, if thou didst live in igno-
rance it was thy fault, because thou wouldst not learn and make use of the instructions. Away, oh, unfortunate one, thy excuses 
only make thee more deserving of damnation. Away with thee to hell, there to burn in thy ignorance!  

 But another one will say, My passions were so strong, and very great was my weakness. Well, the Lord will say, after God 
showed you the great mercy to let you recognize your own weakness and your priest told you that you must be constantly watch-
ful over yourself, mortify yourself, so as to become master of it, why did you behave just the contrary; why did you take so much 
trouble to satisfy the desires of your body and the promptings of your passions? God let you recognize your weakness and yet you 
fell at every step. Why did you not take refuge in the Lord and pray for grace to God? Why did you not obey the guardians of your 
soul who never failed to ask you to pray and ask for grace and strength, which you needed to overcome the devil? Why were you 
so indifferent to the Sacraments and approached them so seldom; chose Sacraments which would have given you such strength to 
do good and avoid evil? Why did you despise so frequently the word of God, which would have led you to His habitation? Oh, you 
ungrateful, you blind sinners, why did you not use the opportunities which He gave you to make you strong, as so many others 
have done and are doing? What have you done to keep clear of sin? Away with you unfortunate ones, away, away with you to hell. 

  But, you will say, we have always had such bad examples before our eyes. Bad examples! What an empty excuse! If there 
are bad examples, there are also good ones. Why did you not rather follow the latter than the former? If you saw a young woman 
go to Church and receive the Sacraments, why did you not follow her rather than the one who went to dance halls? If a young man 
goes to church to pray to the Lord in the Holy Tabernacle, why did you not follow him rather than the one who went to the saloon? 
Say, rather, you sinners, that you preferred to wander on the broad path which leads to destruction than the narrow path which 
has been pointed out to you by the Lord. The real cause of your sins and your damnation is certainly not to be looked for in bad 
examples, or in opportunities, or your weakness, or in the want of grace; the real cause lies solely in the wickedness of your heart, 
which you have done nothing to suppress. Your fate is your own fault.   

 But, you will say, we have always been told that God is merciful. Certainly He is merciful, but He is also just. His love and 
mercy is at an end.  

 What conclusion shall we draw from all this, my friends? This: That we should never lose sight of the fact that some day 
we shall be judged without mercy, that all our sins will be revealed in the sight of the whole world, and that after the judgment 
day, if it should still find us tainted with sins, we should have to go to hell, there to suffer for them, without ever being able to extir-
pate or forget them. Oh, how blind we are, my brethren, if we do not use the short space of time which we still have to live 
through to assure ourselves of the heavenly Kingdom. So long as we are in this life we may hope for pardon, but if we wait too long 
it may be too late, and there may be no help for us. Oh, Lord, give me the grace that I may never lose the thought of this dreadful 
judgment day out of my mind, and do not let me fall into temptation, so that I may on that day hear the sweet words from the 
mouth of the Redeemer: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess ye the Kingdom which has been prepared for you from the be-
ginning.” Amen.  



Raritan Oratory of Saint Philip Neri 
The name of Jesus, pronounced with reverence and affection, has a kind of 

power to soften the heart 

 ~St Philip Neri 


