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In your charity, please pray for all who have gone  before us and all the  
deceased of St. Mary of the Assumption. 

 
+Stephen Joseph Szczerba, cousin of parishioner Paul Pustolski 

From Father Joe 
Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord on Mount Tabor. In this  
extraordinary event, Jesus is transfigured in the presence of Peter, James, and John. The  
evangelists record that our Lord’s face shone like the sun and that His clothes became white as 
light.  Moses and Elijah appeared to them and conversed with Christ.  Jesus is the fulfillment of the 
Law.  Jesus is the New Moses.  Elijah paved the way for Christ, announcing the True God is  
coming.  Christ fulfills what the prophets foretold of Him.  Then the voice of the Father from a cloud 
said: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him,” affirming Jesus’ 
mission.  
 
Both before and after the transfiguration, Jesus told the disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and 
die at the hands of the elders.  The three disciples who saw the glorified Lord were given a vision 
meant to strengthen them for the difficult days ahead when Jesus would be arrested and crucified. 
 
In this miraculous moment, Jesus shows plainly that He is the King of Glory, the One sent by God to 
redeem the world.  Like St. Peter who noted how good it was to share in Our Lord’s transformation, 
we too must cherish every moment we are in the presence of God; those special times in which we 
have caught subtle, or not so subtle, glimpses of the glory of our Lord.  Perhaps we experienced  
encounters with God while reading Scripture or in moments that occurred at Mass or in our adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament.  Even unexpected revelations, while meditating, can open our eyes to the 
grandeur that awaits us. 
  
Pray for Jesus to reveal Himself more deeply in your life.  Simply enjoy His presence and peace.  Let 
the Glory of God wash over us and fill us with fortitude to endure present difficulties in order to share 
in that Glory one day.  On the last day, we too will be raised from the dead. Like Jesus on Mount  
Tabor, our bodies will be transfigured and glorified. 

 
 
 

August 6, 2023 
 
 

 
THE TRANSFIGURATION 

OF THE LORD 
 

Jesus took Peter, James, and his 
brother, John, and led them up a 
high mountain by themselves.  

And he was transfigured before 
them; his face shone like the sun 

and his clothes became  
white as light.—Mt 17:1-2 

 



 

 

Mass Intentions 
Monday           August 7, 2023 
8:30 a.m.         Kelvin Quiroz                 
 
Tuesday         August 8, 2023  
8:30 a.m.        Lillian Stoddard 
                                            
Wednesday    August 9, 2023  
8:30 a.m.        Teresa A. Flynn 
 
Thursday       August 10, 2023 
8:30 a.m.       Donald Hertsenberg 
                     
Friday           August 11, 2023 
8:30 a.m.       Patricia Clarke 
                      Jerry Smith        
  
Saturday      August 12, 2023 
5:00 p.m.       Catherine & Hugh Magee 
                      Parishioners 
 
Sunday       August 13, 2023 
7:30 a.m.      Elizabeth Hurlock                  
9:30 a.m.      James Campbell                  
11:30 a.m.    Maria Minutola 
                      
 

The Cathedral of Saint Peter, in the historic  
Quaker Hill section of the City of Wilmington, is 
the Bishop’s own parish and the center of  
Catholicism in our diocese. It was built over 200 
years ago – 50 years before the founding of the 
Diocese of Wilmington - and continues with a 
small but dedicated parish community and 
school.  In 2015, the diocese instituted an  
annual special collection to support the mainte-
nance and ministry of our Cathedral. This year, 
the collection will be held on August 12th & 13th. 
More information is available 
at www.cathedralofstpeter.com. You can make a 
secure, online donation at www.cdow.org/
cathedral.  
 
We thank you for your generosity. 
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To date, our parish has raised $235,817 toward 
our Diocesan Faith and Charity Catholic  
Appeal.  We are short of $34,000 to make our 
goal.  If you have already pledged, please fulfill 
your contribution and Thank You for your  

support.  If you have yet to make a gift, please 
prayerfully consider a donation and help our par-
ish achieve our goal.  Money collected over our 
goal returns to our parish. 

The Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal assists a 
number of ministries and services throughout 
Delaware and the Eastern Shore of Mary-
land.  The seminarians studying for our Diocese, 
Catholic education, outreach to the needy as 
well as our diocesan newspaper…The Dialog 
are some of the areas supported by this ap-
peal.  It is through the generosity of our parish-
ioners that these  

ministries will be able to fulfill the Church’s mis-
sion.  Together, we work toward Shining the 
Light of Christ.   



OCIA  
Order of Christian Initiation  

of Adults 
 
 

The Call, The Response, The Journey In Saint 
John’s Gospel, we hear Jesus’ invitation “Come 
and See.”  If you know of someone who is 
interested in joining the Catholic Church, or you 
want to learn more about the Catholic Faith, or 
if you need to complete the Sacraments of  
Initiation – Eucharist and Confirmation please 
call the Parish Office (302) 239.7100 ext. 32 or 
go to St. Mary’s website smachurch.com and 
click on the link – Becoming Catholic.  OCIA 
inquiry sessions start on Thursday,  
September 14th at 6pm in the St. John’s  
Conference Room in the Parish Office  
complex, and please accept Jesus’ invitation to 
“Come and See.”  Your journey starts on  
September 14, 2023, The OCIA team in ready 
to share our Catholic faith story with you, and 
to hear your story as we walk this journey  
together.   

Confirmation 2024   

All parishioners who are parents of students be-
ginning 9th grade this fall should have received a 

mailing to begin Confirmation preparation for 
2024.  If you have not received this mailing, 

please contact Sandy Fiscella 
at dre@smachurch.com 
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Bring your family for fun and 
baseball! The Wilmington Blue 
Rocks and the Diocese of Wil-
mington Office for Catholic 
Youth Ministry (CYM) present 
Family Fun Day on Sunday, 
August 27, 2023 at 1:05 p.m. 
at Frawley Stadium, 801 Ship-

yard Drive, Wilmington, Delaware 19801.   Come and 
enjoy a baseball game, good times and pregame on-
field catch 12-12:15 and kids get to run the bases 
postgame! For more information and to purchase 
your discounted tickets, visit cdow.org/CYMFam. 

“Year of the Eucharist” 
 
St. John the Beloved and New Horizons, your  
gateway to extraordinary experiences and  
meaningful connections, is hosting a Power Point 
Presentation in the Bosco conference room on  
Tuesday, August 15th at 6:30 pm for their "Year of 
the Eucharist" Pilgimage from October 22nd to  
October 28th, 2023. Experience the wonders of the 
Cathedral Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption  
including and the world-famous Noah's Ark. Two 
highlights include EWTN and The Most Blessed  
Sacrament Shrine for spiritual activities, a live  
televised show, and a chance to meet Fr. Mitch 
Pacwa. The Most Blessed Sacrament Shrine and St. 
John Paul II Center will move your heart and soul. 
Indulge in delightful experiences like dinner at St. 
Bernard Abbey, lunch with the EWTN sisters, and 
cocktails with a stunning sunset view on Burritt 
Mountain. Don't miss this incredible opportunity to 
connect with like-minded individuals, explore  
spirituality, and create cherished memories. Reserve 
your spot now with New Horizons, your gateway to 
extraordinary experiences and meaningful  
connections! Contact Helen Holroyd for details or a 
brochure at helenshorizons@gmail.com or 610-213-
4141.  

Listen to Catholic Forum each week. Next Saturday, August 
12th, tune-in for part-two of our two-week salute to Father 
Roberto Balducelli, OSFS, who passed away 10 years ago, 
on August 9, 2013.   On this episode, we will chat with Dr. 
Maria Finamore and Sister Margaret Cunneff who both 
worked closely with Father Roberto at St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish in Wilmington. Catholic Forum airs on Saturday after-
noons at 1:30 on Relevant Radio 640. You can listen online 
anytime at cdow.org/CatholicForum, or by search-
ing “Catholic Forum” on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, or Ama-
zon Music podcasts.  You can see videos of select inter-
views at YouTube.com/DioceseofWilm. For photos, infor-
mation regarding upcoming guests, links and more, 
“Like” Catholic Forum on Facebook at facebook.com/
CatholicForum @CatholicForum  
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                                                            Healing Service with Fr. Rafal Walczyk 
                                                   August 25, 2023, at 7:00PM at Holy Angels Church 
 
Join us Friday, August 25, at 7:00 pm for Praise & Worship, Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament, Healing Prayer 
Service, and Individual Prayer. This is a special opportunity to encounter Jesus and invite the Holy Spirit to touch you deeply and 
heal those places that need God’s healing graces. This is a FREE event. All are welcome! Fr. Rafal Walczyk, OSPPE (Pauline Fa-
thers) is from the National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa in Doylestown, PA and is the Director of Encounter School of Min-
istry – Doylestown Campus. For questions about the event contact  Rich Deegan at deeganrj@gmail.com or (281) 415-2002. 

In the Gospel, the Lord’s voice says:, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him." The disciples were afraid, but Jesus came and touched them,  
saying, "Rise, and do not be afraid." 
 
Know that in making your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul you are listening 
to Christ, and helping others not to be afraid. 

Legionary Littleness (Part 1) 
 
 The subject about which I have been instructed to talk to you this evening is the one of 
"Legionary Littleness". The idea is that we are far too conscious of our own littleness in the Legion. 
We realize our own great defects and our inadequacy. As a result, we become paralyzed and we re-
fuse works and responsibilities and in that way we cripple the whole purpose of the Legion. So now 
for a few words about that littleness. 
 
 Instead of acting as a harness or a brake to our efforts in this way, the thought of our littleness 
should act as a stimulus to us, and we should actually gain courage from our inadequacy. We can 
say with Our Lady: "Because of my littleness, God has done great things to me." 
 
 Speaking in Rome Pope Paul VI said: "The Legion of Mary knows how to use the little peo-
ple." That is the wonderful thing about it - its dealing with the little people. The little people are being 
taken into the ranks of the Legion and are being used - with great results. 
 
 If we are depressed by this thought of our littleness, let us consider the entourage of Our Lord 
Himself. It is really extraordinary to consider how He cast Himself upon the smallest possible stage 
and amongst not only the ordinary people, but amongst those who were socially well below the aver-
age. So humble and so "little" did He make Himself, that He did not enjoy even privacy. He was, it 
might be said, born publicly, and He died publicly. The name of Nazareth was indeed (like some of 
our own villages) a term of opprobrium amongst the Jews. It was a sort of jeer. "Can any good come 
out of Nazareth?" This lowliness was around Him at His birth, was with Him during His whole life, 
and accompanied Him to His death. 
- from Frank Duff’s Gems of Wisdom, Volume 2 

 

Marriage Moments for August 

August has 2 full moons (Aug. 1 & 30) Rare but thought provoking. A full moon symbolizes com-
pletion, fertility, abundance, and transformation which are marriage worthy qualities. Ponder these 
qualities throughout the month.   
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   Calendar 
Monday           August 7, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
9:00 a.m. 2023 Summer August PREP Classes 
9:30 a.m. Exposition, Adoration, Benediction (C) 
6:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Cardinal Gibbons 

       Assembly Business meeting (CF) 
7:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus  
                Planning Meeting (J) 
 
Tuesday          August 8, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
9:00 am 2023 Summer August PREP Classes  
10:00 a.m. Divine Will Prayer Group (CF)  
7:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus  
                Mentoring meeting  (M) 
 
Wednesday      August 9, 2023  
8:30 a.m. Mass  
9:00 am 2023 Summer August PREP Classes   
5:30 p.m. Knights of Columbus Business 
                Rosary meeting (CF) 
6:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Business  
                Meeting (CP) 
                 
Thursday         August 10, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
9:00 am 2023 Summer August PREP Classes   
 
Friday             August 11, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass  
9:15 a.m. Legion of Mary (CF) 
9:15 a.m. Mother’s Prayer group (CP) 
6:00 p.m. Music Ministry Recitals (M) 
 
Saturday        August 12, 2023 
3:30 p.m. Confessions 
 
Sunday          August 13, 2023 
7:30 a.m. Mass  
9:30 a.m. Mass  
11:30 a.m. Mass 
12:00 p.m. CYM Uniform Handouts (Hall) 
12:30 p.m. Junior Praesidium (CF) 
1:00 p.m. Scheduled Baptisms (C)  
 

Please send all articles for the bulletin  
2 weeks in advance.   

Send information to: office@smachurch.com  
 

Coffee Run Room (CF), St. Mary Room (M) 
Chapel (CP), Church (C), St. John Room (J),  

Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS) 

Helping you stay  
socially connected! 

 
Join us every Sunday for the 

9:30 a.m. Mass Live-streamed 
http://www.youtube.com/c/smachurch 

 

For St. Mary’s Ministry Contact list please visit our  
website: www.smachurch.com  

https://smachurch.com/ministry-contacts 
or call the parish office 302-239-7100, ext. 10 

Need a Ride???  
Fellow Parishioners!!! Do you occasionally need a ride to 
Church for Mass or perhaps elsewhere? As one of the  
service organizations of our parish, The Knights of  
Columbus may be able to help.  Contact, John Ryan,  
Community Director for the council. You may contact him 
at, 302-507-7915.  

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES:  
All Saints: 302-737-2524 
Cathedral: 302-656-3323 

Gate of Heaven: 302-732-3690 
St. Patrick’s Ashland: 302-239-7100 
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Padua Academy Class of 2023 
 
The following young women from our parish are students 
of Padua Academy’s class of 2023:  Anya Battista, Payton 
Burse, Lauren Duffy, Riley Robertson, Madison Testa.  
We are very pleased to announce that the Padua  
Academy Class of 2023 has been Offered merit-based 
scholarships that total more than $20 million dollars and 
was accepted into 199 colleges/universities.  
 

Congratulations! 

Parish Harvest Bonfire  
Friday, September 15, 2023 
 
Please mark your calendars for a new 
parish event we will be having on Friday,  
September 15th. Beginning at 6 pm St Mary’s will 
be having a parish Harvest Bonfire here on our 
grounds. Besides a large bonfire for families to  
gather around, there will be food trucks, family 
games, and a bouncy house for children. Dew Point 
will be providing beverages and there will be a short 
prayer of thanksgiving. Again, please mark your  
calendars for Friday, September 15th. 



Sheridan Ford and Nissan is Proud to be One 
of the Premier Dealerships in the Area.

From the moment you walk into our Showroom, you’ll know our commitment to Customer Service is second to none. 
We strive to make your experience with Sheridan a good one — for the life of your vehicle!

Whether you need to Purchase,
Finance, or Service a New or 

Pre-Owned Nissan,
you’ve come to the right place.
Call today 866-335-0302

for your No-Obligation Internet Price
Quote from our Inernet Department.

SHERIDAN NISSAN
302.326.6100

Route 13 & 273 New Castle, DE
www.sheridannissan.com

SHERIDAN FORD
302.999.0269
4001 Kirkwood Hwy. • Willimington, DE 19808
www.sheridanautosales.dealerconnection.com

302-658-7200
Fax: 302-658-7500

1700 Shallcross Avenue, Suite 2
Wilmington, DE 19806

www.healthysmilesofdelaware.com

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

VICTOR L. GREGORY, JR., DMD, MAGD - Parishioner
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcomed

302.239.1827
5301 Limestone Rd., Suite 211

Wilmington, DE 19808
www.victorgregorydmd.com

562700 St Mary of the Assumption (B)

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW!800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!
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Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

J. MICHAEL FAY, DDS, PA
MARK C. DELLOSE, DMD   ROBERT G. HAHN, DDS

Preventive and General Dentistry
For Adults & Children • New Patients Welcome

3105 Limestone Rd., Ste. 304,Wilmington, DE
302.998.2244 • www.pikecreeksmiles.com Parishioners

www.garnetvw.com • 610.361.8500
PARISHIONERS SINCE 2004

THE HENDRIXSON FAMILY

Serra for Priestly Vocations
WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Basher & Son
Trailer Hitches • Bike Carriers

Trailer Service & Repair

Sno-Way Snowplows

RT. #41 south of RT. #7

239-6584
610-268-0007



In your Charity, please
consider a donation to

The Little Sisters of the Poor
Jeanne Jugan Residence
185 Salem Church Road
Newark, Delaware 19713
Sponsored by a friend.

Home & Office Cleaning - Hockessin DE
Cell (850) 691-6165 or (757) 535-1996
Ana & Donald Finch, Parishioners • Fully Insured & Bonded

WWW.SIMPLYCLEANBYANA.COM

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS
Justin Josell, DDS

344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711
302-737-5170 • newarkdental.com

Newark
Dental Associates

ELECTRICAL
994-3400

Trouble shooting & Repairs • Service Upgrades
Switches • Outlets • Lighting • Appliance Circuts

SECURITY

994-5400
Burglar Alarms • Surveillance Systems • Fire Alarms • Access Control

www.delcollo.com Residential • Commercial • Institutional Established 1975

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

• French Drains • Foundation Repair
• Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777
morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Morgan
basement waterproofing

Licensed • Bonded • Insured           (302) 326-1700

Serving DE, PA & MD
Industrial - Commercial - Residential

“Installing Tomorrows 
Technologies Today”

562700 St Mary of the Assumption (A)

GUTTER CLEANING

215-322-7400

Let our family care for yours.

Jim & Paulette Nacchia, Parishioners
www.homewatchcaregivers.com

Phone: (302) 442-4260

TM

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

Morgan Exteriors, LLC
Stucco Remediation Specialist

Roofing • Hardie Siding Specialist

877.401.4777
Best Prices & Warranties in the Business

www.morganexteriorsllc.com

BRANDYWINE
CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH

JEEP
3807 Kirkwood Highway, Wilm., DE

(302) 998-2271
Experience The Way Car Buying Should Be,

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE AT BCP

DANIEL E. MATTHEWS, DMD
BRUCE E. MATTHEWS, DDS

General and Cosmetic Dentistry

MARY KATHERINE MATTHEWS, DMD
Pediatric and Special

Needs Dentistry

302.234.2440
www.DrMatthewsHockessin.com

www.DrMatthewsKids.com

FUNERAL &
CREMATION PLANNING

& PREPLANNING

Limestone & Milltown Rds. 302-654-3005
2509 LIMESTONE ROAD, WILMINGTON, DE 19808

7th & Broom St. 302-652-5913
703 NORTH BROOM STREET, WILMINGTON, DE 19808

www.mealeyfuneralhomes.com

PENN GREEN STORAGE
“For All Your Storage Needs”

Including Boats & RVs
Units from $24.99 per month

Penn Green Road & Rt. 41 Avondale, PA             Call 239-4624

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

KERNS BROTHERS
Tree & Landscape Service

Since 1973
Pruning • Removal • Stumps

Insect & Disease Control
Landscaping & Hardscaping

475-0466
764-8666

www.kernsbros.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
(C

S
T 

21
17

99
0-

70
)

www.dohertyfh.com

652-6811

999-8277
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