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  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time    September 3, 2023           www.smachurch.com 

From Fr. Joe... 
 
 

 

We celebrate this weekend our vocations, our careers, our work 
as the labor movement that contributes to the development and 
achievements of the United States.  In whatever we share in our 
labors for our brothers and sisters is a noble gift.  May God 
Bless the work of our hands, minds and bodies and grant good 
employment to those seeking the opportunity.  Happy Labor 
Day! 

To date, our parish has raised $254,816 toward our Diocesan Faith and Charity 
Catholic Appeal.  We are short of $14,184 to make our goal.  If you have already 
pledged, please fulfill your contribution and Thank You for your support.  If you have 
yet to make a gift, please prayerfully consider a donation and help our parish achieve 
our goal.  Money collected over our goal returns to our parish. 

Thank You so very much. 

Our readings, this Sunday, focus on our natural longing for 
God.  In the first reading Jeremiah realizes he cannot  
escape his burning desire for God.  The second reading 
tells us that we must allow ourselves to be transformed to 
be one with Christ.  And in the Gospel, Jesus explains that 
following Him means making sacrifices.  Jesus begins to 
explain that He must suffer, be killed, and resurrect.  Peter 
rebukes Jesus for talking this way, but Jesus says that  
Peter’s thinking like a man, not God.  Jesus tells His  
followers to deny themselves, take up their crosses, and 
follow Him.   
 
Are we willing to do what it takes to be a disciple of  
Jesus?  The cost of discipleship may sound too  
demanding, even unrealistic.  Yet are not all things worth 
gaining entail some sacrifice?  At a deeper level of our  
existence, we are wired to be with God and have that  
natural longing burning inside us.  Jesus tells us that this 
desire is only satisfied when we become like Him…for 
gaining the world but losing one’s soul is futile.   
Discipleship in Christ is the only reward that lasts 
 forever.  The Son of Man will come and reward each  
according to their deeds.  
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Mass Intentions 
 

Monday           September 4, 2023 
8:30 a.m.         Carter Dillingham                 
 
Tuesday         September 5, 2023  
8:30 a.m.        Mark Niedzielski 
                                            
Wednesday    September 6, 2023  
8:30 a.m.        John J. Herman 
 
Thursday       September 7, 2023 
8:30 a.m.         Joseph Cavallo        
                  
Friday           September 8, 2023 
8:30 a.m.       Lee Creekmore 
                      Living Intention of Sister Ann Donovan 
  
Saturday      September 9, 2023 
5:00 p.m.       Parishioners 
                      Stan Lusczc & Janet Weidner 
 
Sunday       September  10, 2023 
7:30 a.m.      Lydia Blair Soltys                              
9:30 a.m.      Janis McDonnell                                      
11:30 a.m.    Edward Henry       
                
 

    The Rosary will be prayed at 8:00 a.m. before daily Mass 
 
 

In your charity, please pray for all who 
have gone  before us and all the  

deceased of St. Mary of the Assumption. 
 

OCIA  
Order of Christian Initiation  

of Adults 
 

The Call, The Response, The Journey In Saint 
John’s Gospel, we hear Jesus’ invitation “Come 
and See.”  If you know of someone who is 
interested in joining the Catholic Church, or you 
want to learn more about the Catholic Faith, or if 
you need to complete the Sacraments of  
Initiation – Eucharist and Confirmation please call 
the Parish Office (302) 239.7100 ext. 32 or go to 
St. Mary’s website smachurch.com and click on 
the link – Becoming Catholic.  OCIA inquiry  
sessions start on Thursday, September 14th at 
6pm in the St. John’s Conference Room in the 
Parish Office complex, and please accept Jesus’ 
invitation to “Come and See.”  Your journey starts 
on September 14, 2023, The OCIA team in ready 
to share our Catholic faith story with you, and to 
hear your story as we walk this journey  
together.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, September 17th at 
the 9:30 a.m. Mass join us 

for Fr. Joseph J. Piekarski’s  
Official Installation Mass  

with Bishop William E. Koenig.     
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Jesus Night! 
Back by popular demand, Jesus Night is a faith-awakening event for middle 
school and high school youth focused on a joy-filled Eucharistic encounter. 
The night is centered around praise and worship, quality spiritual speakers, 
and of course, Eucharistic Adoration. The theme for this event will be “Jesus 
and the Roots of the Eucharist.” 
 
We hope you can join us at the Church of the Holy Cross, Dover, DE 
on Friday, October 6th.  The cost is $15 per person. The maximum cost 
per family is $45 for immediate related family members. 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity!   Register as a group, school, family, or individual 
today! https://www.cdowcym.org/events/detail/damascus-camps-jesus-night1 

Legionary Littleness (Part 5) 
 Let us not be afraid, but let us, in the spirit of simplicity, reach out for the most difficult tasks, 
venture out in the spirit of faith, and seek responsibility. If things appear to be beyond your power, 
still accept the task allotted to you, confident that you are entitled to the very special grace of God. 
Remember that God simply has to use you in that way if you will only let Him. But remember also 
that we must adhere completely to the Legion system. If we want the grace of our membership in our 
Legion tasks we must not set aside the rules and go our own way. That would be like owning a mo-
tor car and not using the works in the proper fashion. We all know what would happen in that case. 
So, it is in the Legion. Having come into the movement, lend yourself to it without reservation. Be 
simple, be humble, choose the menial tasks. If you assert yourself too much, picking and choosing, 
you are showing an absence of the littleness which is the foundation of spiritual building. 
 - from Frank Duff’s Gems of Wisdom, Volume 2 
Submitted by the Legion of Mary 

  
Today, we hear Jesus say to us, “For whoever wishes to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” The  
challenge is to let go so God can lead us.  

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

Learn tools to revitalize romance and deepen communication in your marriage!!!  Get away for an 
intimate weekend – no group sharing required.  The next weekend is November 3-5, 2023 at the 
Brighton Suites in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware.  

For information or to register visit our website http://www.wwme.org or call Tony and Linda Massino 
at 302-648-2228  

The Bishop’s 5K will take place on  
Saturday, November 18, 2023, from 8:00 AM – 11:00 AM at 
St. Mark’s High School.  Please publish the link for  
registrations in your bulletins, as space allows: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/DE/Wilmington/TheBishops5K 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First Holy Communion  

2nd grade Parents   
 

If you have a second grader in  
Catholic school, please  
contact Sandy Fiscella  
302-239-7100, ext. 18.  
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Catholic Diocese of Wilmington Marian 
Pilgrimage with Bishop Koenig 

at the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception 

in Washington, D.C. 
Saturday, October 7, 2023 

  
Join us with other parishes on a Delaware 
Express coach bus.  Bus departs St. John 
the Beloved Parish rear parking lot at 
7:30am. Estimated time of return is 
6:30pm.Cost: $45 per person (no refunds 
unless a replacement is found). 
Paid reservations due by September 11, 
2023 at:  
St. John the Beloved office 
Attn:  Marian Pilgrimage 
907 Milltown Road 
Wilmington, DE  19808   
(Please include the names of the  
riders, email address, & cell phone # 
with your check) 
For more information contact: 
Ann Courtney  (302) 494-4138 
Suzanne Casarino  (302) 994-3930 or  
(302) 438-2688 
Helen Holroyd  (610)-213-4141 
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   Calendar 
Monday           September 4, 2023 
9:00 a.m. Mass (C) 
Parish office closed 
 
Tuesday          September 5, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
7:00 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul  
                Monthly meeting (J) 
 
Wednesday      September 6, 2023  
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
10:00 a.m. Ladies Guild meeting (M) 
12:30 p.m. Sages Luncheon 
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal (C) 
           
Thursday         September 7, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
6:00 p.m. Holy Spirit Prayer Group meeting (CP) 
6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803 meeting (H) 
7:00 p.m. OCIA Baptismal Pre-Jordan (CF) 
 
Friday            September 8, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:15 a.m. Legion of Mary (CF) 
9:15 a.m. Mother’s Prayer group (CP) 
 

Saturday        September 9, 2023 
3:30 p.m. Confessions (CP) 
5:00 p.m. Mass (C) 
 

Sunday          September 10, 2023 
7:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CF) 
11:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
12:30 p.m. Junior Praesidium (CF) 
1:00 p.m. Scheduled Baptisms (C) 
 

Please send all articles for the bulletin  
2 weeks in advance.   

Send information to: office@smachurch.com  
 

Parish Office and Church Rooms: 
 

Coffee Run Room (CF), St. Mary Room (M) 
Chapel (CP), Church (C), St. John Room (J),  

Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS) 

Helping you stay  
socially connected! 

 
Join us every Sunday for the 

9:30 a.m. Mass Live-streamed 
http://www.youtube.com/c/smachurch 

 

For St. Mary’s Ministry Contact list please visit our  
website: www.smachurch.com  

https://smachurch.com/ministry-contacts 
or call the parish office 302-239-7100, ext. 10 

Need a Ride???  
Fellow Parishioners!!! Do you occasionally need a ride to 
Church for Mass or perhaps elsewhere? As one of the  
service organizations of our parish, The Knights of  
Columbus may be able to help.  Contact, John Ryan,  
Community Director for the council. You may contact him 
at, 302-507-7915.  
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The parish office will be closed on 
Monday, September 4, 2023.  

 
                  Happy Labor Day        
              Blessings!   
 

Mass will be at 9:00 a.m. 
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Katherine Amaya, Independent Consultant
210-240-0644

www.pamperedchef.com/pws/katherineamaya
Book a Party Today! I bring the Food & Drinks.
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Tree, Shrub and Tree, Shrub and 
Lawn Professionals.Lawn Professionals.

302-654-0224302-654-0224
davey.comdavey.com

Newark
Dental Associates

Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS

Kwan Ngai, DDS

344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711
302-737-5170 • newarkdental.com

Residential 
Commercial

Industrial
(302) 994-3400

Trouble shooting and Repairs • Electrical Up-grades
(302) 994-5400

Security - Surveillance Systems - Fire Alarms - Access Control
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