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 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time   September 10, 2023            www.smachurch.com 

From Fr. Joe… 

St. Matthew’s Gospel, today, is a discourse on the Church.  It speaks about our faith  
community and dealing with someone who has offended you.  It gives a set procedure: talk to 
the person about it.  If this doesn’t work, bring two or three others to discuss it.  If this is not 
successful, then go before the community and discuss the matter.  If the community agrees 
with you, and the person still continues to offend you, then he or she is no longer part of the 
community.  

Our readings also tell us that we are members of a community and as such we are accountable 
to each other.  Quite often, we miss this.  We consider ourselves accountable only directly to 
God, and then convince ourselves that God understands or assume that God agrees with us. 
What we are overlooking is that God is present in the community.  The Church is the Body of 
Christ.  When we offend others, when we sin, we are sinning against the Body of Christ.  If 
we hurt another person, we are offending Christ within that other person as well as offending 
the entire Christian community. 

We come to Church every Sunday to form a community of prayer.  No one of us can form a 
community alone. We need each other to form this community. We come and pray as a  
community to the One who is our head and our heart.  And we ask Him at this and every Mass 
to protect us from the evils of the world, outside us and within us.  We pray to God to bind us 
together into the community of love.  

To date, our parish has raised $254,816 toward our Diocesan Faith and Charity Catholic 
Appeal.  We are short of $14,184 to make our goal.  If you have already pledged, please ful-
fill your contribution and Thank You for your support.  If you have yet to make a gift, please 
prayerfully consider a donation and help our parish achieve our goal.  Money collected over 
our goal returns to our parish. 

Thank You so very much. 
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Mass Intentions 

Monday         September 11, 2023 
8:30 a.m.    John Thorp 

Tuesday         September 12, 2023 
8:30 a.m.   David Lemmon 

 Kathy & Jerry Smith 

Wednesday    September 13, 2023 
8:30 a.m.   Francis Lyle 

Thursday       September 14, 2023 
8:30 a.m.   James F. Ireland       

Friday           September 15, 2023 
8:30 a.m.    Mary Ellen Brecht 

Saturday      September 16, 2023 
5:00 p.m.    Kevin Quiroz 

Sunday       September  17, 2023 
7:30 a.m.   Edward McKeown 

   Parishioners      
9:30 a.m.   Dr. Fred Hausler         
11:30 a.m.    Edward Henry      

    The Rosary will be prayed at 8:00 a.m. before daily Mass 

In your charity, please pray for all who 
have gone  before us and all the  

deceased of St. Mary of the Assumption. 

OCIA  
Order of Christian Initiation  

of Adults 
The Call, The Response, The Journey In Saint 
John’s Gospel, we hear Jesus’ invitation “Come 
and See.”  If you know of someone who is 
interested in joining the Catholic Church, or you 
want to learn more about the Catholic Faith, or if 
you need to complete the Sacraments of  
Initiation – Eucharist and Confirmation please call 
the Parish Office (302) 239.7100 ext. 32 or go to 
St. Mary’s website smachurch.com and click on 
the link – Becoming Catholic.  OCIA inquiry  
sessions start on Thursday, September 14th at 
6pm in the St. John’s Conference Room in the 
Parish Office complex, and please accept Jesus’ 
invitation to “Come and See.”  Your journey starts 
on September 14, 2023, The OCIA team in ready 
to share our Catholic faith story with you, and to 
hear your story as we walk this journey  
together.   

On Sunday, September 17th at 
the 9:30 a.m. Mass join us 

for Fr. Joseph J. Piekarski’s  
Official Installation Mass  

with Bishop William E. Koenig.     

The Legion of Mary invites  
you to celebrate 

the 106th Anniversary of the  
Fatima Apparitions and 

the Anniversary of the Legion of Mary 
on Wednesday, September 13th 
with Rosary, Fatima Prayers and  

Legion of Mary Prayers 
following the 8:30am Mass 

at St. Mary of the Assumption Parish 
7200 Lancaster Pike, Hockessin, DE 
Light refreshments will be served in 

the vestibule after the prayers. 
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Be Empowered For Mission:
Conference with Dr. Mary Healy, Professor of Scripture at Sa-

cred Heart Seminary, Author & Speaker

• Enliven Your Faith; Encounter Jesus; Be More Fully Activated as a Missionary
Disciple
Be equipped to share in Christ’s Mission: building up and healing the Body of
Christ, including your family!

Through Baptism every member of the Church, Laity and Clergy, is given supernatural gifts of 
the Holy Spirit to participate in Christ's mission. In fact, all the gifts of the Spirit are used to 
build up and heal the Body of Christ. Dr. Healy will lead a Healing Service on Saturday  
evening. Come! Have your heart lifted up as you see Jesus act in perceptible and sometimes 
dramatic ways. 

WHEN: September 22-23, 2023 (Registration Required) 
Friday 7:30 – 9:30pm; Saturday 8:30am-3:00pm 

HEALING SERVICE: September 23rd from 6:30 to 9:00pm Free, No Registration Needed 

Conference Information & Registration at:      
https://aRiseEmpoweredForMission.eventbrite.com 
WHERE: Holy Angels Church 

82 Possum Park Road 
Newark, DE 19711 

Questions: “contact us” at www.arisehealingministry.com

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says: “…where two or three are gathered in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them.” 
Is there a family you know who needs assistance? Please call the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul so that together we help them to know that indeed “God is in 
the midst of them.”  



www.smachurch.com                        September 10, 2023 

First Holy Communion  
2nd grade Parents   

If you have a second grader in  
Catholic school, please  
contact Sandy Fiscella  
302-239-7100, ext. 18.

Legionary Littleness (Part 6) 
I think it might be said that in pointing out this way of life of "littleness" to us, the Legion is a great boon to us all. For 
such mechanism is necessary in human life. I do not say that sanctity cannot be reached by another road. Many people 
have become saints on their own, but it is not the usual or the ordinary way. Until more or less our own time, that idea of 
organizing the ordinary people was nor fully understood, but it is a fact mat people must be helped on to their destiny. It 
is not sufficient to point out a duty and men to leave people to work things out for themselves, and so Pius XI said we 
must provide machinery to help people on. Now in the Legion we have such machinery and it has produced a great 
amount of sanctity amongst its members. I have only to point out one person to bring this point home to you. You have 
all either known or at least heard of Edel Quinn and of her heroic Legion adventure in Africa. Without the Legion what 
would Edel Quinn's position now be? Holy she would be, in any set of circumstances, but perhaps it would have been a 
very different sort of holiness than that which she achieved. Little she certainly was and in addition she did not even  
enjoy physical health. But having come into the Legion she was amenable to its system and accepted a task which was 
definitely beyond her. For remember, an African adventure such as hers, is one for the fittest amongst us. But Edel had 
the littleness - that supreme littleness before God. She leaned on God. She put all her faith in Him, and see what has been 
brought about! She has actually changed the whole system of missionary endeavor. Her work in Africa led to Mgr.  
Riberi's conviction that Legionary machinery and endeavor was essential in the missionary field. And let us look for a 
moment at China. The tremendous resistance of the Christians there in face of the Communist terror is due to the work of 
Mgr. Riberi, and he was taught by Edel Quinn. 
- from Frank Duff’s Gems of Wisdom, Volume 2
Submitted by the Legion of Mary

SUPER 50-50 MAILING NEXT WEEK 

The annual raffle will get underway next week for 
the 17th straight year. 10 tickets will be in the mail 
to you on Tuesday 9/12. Thanks to your generosi-
ty, over $127,000 has been donated from the  
raffle by the Parish Pro Life committee and the 
Knights of Columbus. The same amount has 
been shared by 800 winners. Watch for the  
envelope in the mail and please return the tickets 
with your check as soon as possible.  

Gratefully,  
Pro Life Committee  
Knights of Columbus 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will start on September 
24th, at the 9:30 a.m. Mass. 
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   Calendar 
Monday    September 11, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:30 a.m. Exposition, Adoration, Benediction (C) 
7:00  p.m. Adult Handbell Choir (C) 
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803  

      monthly meeting (H) 
7:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Planning 

      Meeting (J) 
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council meeting (CF) 

Tuesday       September 12, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
8:00 a.m.  Knights of Columbus/Pro-life   

       50/50 meeting (M) 
10:00 a.m. Divine Will Prayer meeting (CF) 
5:00 p.m. Safety Committee Meeting—Narcan-   

    CPR Training (M)  

Wednesday      September 13, 2023  
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:00 a.m. Sages Committee meeting (CF) 
9:00 a.m. Legion of Mary Anniversary  

      Gathering (GS) 
10:00 a.m. Ladies Guild meeting (M) 
11:00 a.m. Adult Faith Formation  

        Committee meeting (J) 
5:30 p.m. Knights of Columbus Rosary (CF) 
6:00 p.m. Catechist PREP meeting (CF) 
6:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Business  

      Meeting (M) 
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal (C) 
7:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Ladies 

   Auxiliary meeting (J) 

Thursday     September 14, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:00 a.m. 2024 Women’s Retreat Planning 

      Meeting (M) 
6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803 meeting (H) 
7:00 p.m. OCIA 2023-24 Inquiry sessions (J) 

Friday     September 15, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:15 a.m. Legion of Mary (CF) 
9:15 a.m. Mother’s Prayer group (CP) 
6:00 p.m. Music Ministry Recitals (M) 

Saturday        September 16, 2023 
3:30 p.m. Confessions (CP) 
12:00 p.m. Music Ministry Recitals (M)  
5:00 p.m. Mass (C) 

Sunday    September 17, 2023 
7:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
11:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
12:30 p.m. Junior Praesidium (CF) 
1:00 p.m. Music Ministry Recitals (M) 

Parish Office and Church Rooms: 

Coffee Run Room (CF), St. Mary Room (M) 
Chapel (CP), Church (C), St. John Room (J),  

Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS) 
Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS) 

Helping you stay  
socially connected! 

Join us every Sunday for the 
9:30 a.m. Mass Live-streamed 

http://www.youtube.com/c/smachurch 

For St. Mary’s Ministry Contact list please visit our 
website: www.smachurch.com  

https://smachurch.com/ministry-contacts 
or call the parish office 302-239-7100, ext. 10 

Need a Ride??? 
Fellow Parishioners!!! Do you occasionally need a ride to 
Church for Mass or perhaps elsewhere? As one of the  
service organizations of our parish, The Knights of  
Columbus may be able to help.  Contact, John Ryan,  
Community Director for the council. You may contact him 
at, 302-507-7915.  
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Katherine Amaya, Independent Consultant
210-240-0644

www.pamperedchef.com/pws/katherineamaya
Book a Party Today! I bring the Food & Drinks.



	 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE	 03-4128

Tree, Shrub and Tree, Shrub and 
Lawn Professionals.Lawn Professionals.

302-654-0224302-654-0224
davey.comdavey.com

Newark
Dental Associates

Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS

Kwan Ngai, DDS

344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711
302-737-5170 • newarkdental.com

Residential 
Commercial

Industrial
(302) 994-3400

Trouble shooting and Repairs • Electrical Up-grades
(302) 994-5400

Security - Surveillance Systems - Fire Alarms - Access Control
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