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 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                     October 22, 2023             

From Fr. Joe: 

Last week, the massive and deadly surprise offensive from Hamas has prompted Israel to declare war bringing 
horrific violence.  Pope Francis and Church Leaders ask for prayers and intervention to prevent further blood-
shed, once again, in the Holy Land.  Today’s Gospel gives us a perspective of the tension that existed there 
from the time Jesus walked on that land.  The religious leaders try to entrap Jesus by joining a partnership with 
the political leader who collaborated with the hated governing Romans. Their question to Jesus would yield an 
unfavorable answer because Herodians favored the payment of taxes; the Pharisees opposed it as opposed to 
Mosaic Law. If Jesus answers with the Pharisees, He shows himself to be an enemy of Rome. If He answers 
with the Herodians, He offends Jewish sensibilities. 
Jesus shows that He is very aware of the guile of His questioners.  Asking to see a Roman coin and seeing 
Caesar’s image on it, Jesus tells them that it must belong to Caesar. Avoiding the question of lawfulness alto-
gether, Jesus answers their question with simple logic. Then, going further still, Jesus tells them that their obli-
gation is to pay to God that which belongs to God. 
Our Gospel reminds us of the importance of keeping things in their proper perspective.  From ancient times we 
have lived in a polarized world.  The debate often seems to have no middle ground making any measure of bal-
ance and peace inconceivable.  As barbaric actions divide, devastate and take the lives of thousands in the 
Middle East and Ukraine and even in our streets, we are forced to face the evil that surfaces.  Times like these 
call us to be wise and prudent with direction from God to whom we ultimately owe everything…
everything.  Let us follow Our Lord’s judgment and anchor ourselves in our total dependence on God. 

g{tÇ~ lÉâ    to everyone who partook of our Forty Hour Devotion earlier this 

week.  We are grateful to Father Kolodziej, Father Jasper and Dan Pin, our speakers and our 
liturgical parishioners who brought the programs together.  We are also grateful to our Faith 
Formation Committee, Lazarus Group, Knights and all parishioners who brought about hospi-
tality to our guests…we are ever grateful.  May the Eucharistic Lord enrich our lives with His 
presence and enfold us with His grace.  

 
Thank you to everyone who made a pledge to the Diocesan Faith and Charity Catholic 
Appeal.  Kindly fulfill what you have pledged to the appeal. In doing so, we should reach 
our goal of $269,000.  Your generosity is deeply appreciated by our bishop, diocese,  
pastor and parish.  God reward you a hundredfold. 
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Mass Intentions 

 
Monday           October 23, 2023 
8:30 a.m.          Helen Kaminski                
 
Tuesday         October 24, 2023  
8:30 a.m.         W. Oliver Kincannon 
                                            
Wednesday    October 25, 2023  
8:30 a.m.         Helen & Walter Kaminski 
                        Maureen Patricia Tenney 
 
Thursday       October 26, 2023 
8:30 a.m.       Cecilia Leahy        
                  
Friday           October 27, 2023 
8:30 a.m.       Joan McLaughlin 
  
Saturday      October 28, 2023 
5:00 p.m.       Edward Melasecca 
  
Sunday       October 29, 2023 
7:30 a.m.      Gerry Deery                        
9:30 a.m.      Amelia Fragomele                                              
11:30 a.m.    Parishioners 
                     Charles D. Kulsa      
                

    The Rosary will be prayed at 8:00 a.m. before daily Mass 

In your charity, please pray for all who 
have gone before us and all the  

deceased of St. Mary of the Assumption. 
 

+Gary Pawliczek 
+John Maurer, father of  

parishioner Charlotte Snyder 
 

OUTREACH NEEDS YOUR HELP 
St. Mary’s Outreach is currently collecting Acme 
and ShopRite gift cards for veterans in need. 
Our partnership with the VA Hospital continues to 
grow and we hope to provide gift cards for  
veterans and their families for Thanksgiving. All 
gift cards are due on November 1st. Please drop 
a gift card off to the church office or in the  
collection box in the back of the church. If  
dropping off in the office, please clearly mark 
‘outreach’ on the envelope. Thank you in advance 
for helping our veterans. Questions, contact  
Jennifer LaFrankie at jenlafrankie@yahoo.com  
 

Thank you. 

 
Divine Will Class 

October 17th through October 31st 
We meet in the Coffee Run Room 

From (10:00am-12:00pm) 
Any questions, please call 302-528-5767 

In the Gospel today Jesus says: “Repay to  
Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God 
what belongs to God.” When God is the  
center of our lives there is no problem with 
giving others their due. 
 

Through your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul you 
are helping your neighbor who is hungry, hopeless and 
frightened to know that they belong to God. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
We are encouraging you to help our local  
Wilmington VA. The VA medical center in  
Wilmington is always seeking donations for 
their patients, and we are encouraging  
members of St. Mary’s to please bring in a  
donation by Veteran's Day, November 
11th before Mass to give to the VA.  
Acceptable donation items include: 
- Canned foods 
- Personal hygiene (bar soap, deodorant, etc) 
- Articles of clothing (socks, undershirts, etc) 
Please bring in donations and place them in the 
marked box by the chapel before Mass, and 
we will ensure that it gets sent to the VA. 
Please join us in doing whatever we can to help 
our veterans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Silver Rose Service 
You are invited on Thursday, October 26, 2023  

at 6:00 p.m. 
For a Special Tribute to Our Lady 

 
 

All parishioners and friends are invited to a “Silver 
Rose” prayer service at St. Mary of the Assumption. 
The service is sponsored by the Legion of Mary and the 
Knights of  Columbus and will be approximately one 
hour. There will be a Rosary, Liturgical readings, a 
Consecration to Mary and the Litany of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary. 
 
Through this service we honor Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
the Patroness of the Americas, and express both  
international unity and our dedication to the sanctity of 
human life. 
 
We are honored to be part of a pilgrimage of 8 “Silver  
Roses” making their way from Canada to the U.S. and  
Mexico.  This is the fifth time this annual program has 
come through Delaware. 
 

St. Mary of the Assumption’s Saint Vincent 
De Paul Society is having its annual Christ-
mas greens and Poinsettia sale October 28 
- November 17. For your holiday decorating 
you can order decorated wreaths, swags, 
grave blankets and poinsettias. Orders will 
be taken at all Masses October 28/29 and 
through email through November 17 
(smadesvdp@gmail.com ). Payment and 
delivery will be on December 2/3 at all 
Masses. Home delivery is also available, if 
requested. This is a fund raiser to help our 
SVDP Society assist families in financial 
need. Thank you for your generous support.  



 

6  

   Calendar 
 

Monday           October 23, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
11:00 a.m. Finance Council meeting (J) 
6:00 p.m. Monday Night PREP  
7:00  p.m. Adult Handbell Choir (C) 
                            
Tuesday          October 24, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
10:00 a.m. Divine Will Group meeting (CF) 
 
 

Wednesday      October 25, 2023  
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:00 a.m. Sages Planning Committee meeting (CF) 
10:00 a.m. Ladies Guild meeting (M) 
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal (C) 
                                   
Thursday         October 26, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
5:00 p.m. Lazarus Annual Group Celebration (M) 
6:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Rose Pilgrimage service (C) 
6:00 p.m. OCIA 2023-24 Inquiry sessions (J) 
6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803 meeting (H) 
 
 

Friday            October 27, 2023 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:00 a.m. Legion of Mary (CF) 
9:15 a.m. Mother’s Prayer group (CP) 
 
 

Saturday        October 28, 2023 
St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Greenery Sale (GS) 
8:00 a.m. SVDP Training Session (M) 
3:30 p.m. Confessions (CP) 
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (C) 
 
 
Sunday          October 29, 2023 
St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Greenery Sale (GS) 
7:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CF) 
11:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
12:30 p.m. Junior Praesidium (CF) 

 
Parish Office and Church Rooms: 

Coffee Run Room (CF), St. Mary Room (M) 
Chapel (CP), Church (C), St. John Room (J),  

Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS) 
 

Bulletin announcements due 2 weeks in advance 

Helping you stay  
socially connected! 

 
Join us every Sunday for the 

9:30 a.m. Mass Live-streamed 
http://www.youtube.com/c/smachurch 

 

For St. Mary’s Ministry Contact list please visit our  
website: www.smachurch.com  

https://smachurch.com/ministry-contacts 

Need a Ride???  
Fellow Parishioners!!! Do you occasionally need a ride to 
Church for Mass or perhaps elsewhere? As one of the  
service organizations of our parish, The Knights of  
Columbus may be able to help.  Contact, John Ryan,  
Community Director for the council. You may contact him 
at, 302-507-7915.  
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Please bring newly purchased men’s, women’s 
and children’s socks to provide to shelters this fall/
winter.  Our SOCK-TOBER bin will be located in 
the church’s gathering space through November 
12.  Drop offs can be made before or after all 
Masses.  An additional bin will be located in the 
Parish office entrance for drops offs other than 
Mass times. All donations need to be new.   
 

Athletic and Winter Weight  

socks are preferable. 

SOCK-TOBER IS HERE! 

 
Thank you to all our  

Advertiser's 
for your support for our bulletin. 
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Katherine Amaya, Independent Consultant
210-240-0644

www.pamperedchef.com/pws/katherineamaya
Book a Party Today! I bring the Food & Drinks.



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE 03-4128

Tree, Shrub and Tree, Shrub and 
Lawn Professionals.Lawn Professionals.

302-654-0224302-654-0224
davey.comdavey.com

Newark
Dental Associates

Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS

Kwan Ngai, DDS

344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711
302-737-5170 • newarkdental.com

Residential 
Commercial

Industrial
(302) 994-3400

Trouble shooting and Repairs • Electrical Up-grades
(302) 994-5400

Security - Surveillance Systems - Fire Alarms - Access Control
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