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ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION

7200 Lancaster Pike ® Hockessin, DE 19707 e (302) 239-7100

CELEBRATION OF MASS

Monday — Friday: 8:30am e Saturday: 5:00pm e Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am & 11:30 am

Live streamed Mass Sunday at 9:30 Am on
St. Mary’s website: www. smachurch.com

PASTOR: VERY REV. JOSEPH ]. PIEKARSKI, V.F.

Associate Pastor: Rev. John Enemuo
Weekend Assistant: Rev. James B. Smith
Deacons: John Giacci, Larry Brecht, Joseph Jackson,
Joseph LoPorto, Larry Morris

PARISH OFFICE STAFF

Daniel DiGiacobbe, Business Manager ext. 11
Annette Fad, Parish Secretary ext. 33
Sandy Fiscella, Director of Religious Ed. ext. 18
Flora Giacci, Receptionist ext. 10
Deacon John Giacci, Director of Liturgy ext. 32
Matthew Jewell, Director of Music ext. 16
Cindy Krebs, Director of Preschool ext. 34
Denise Troise, Bookkeeper ext. 14

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

PREP: Grades 1 through 8 e Confirmation: Grade 9
Sandy Fiscella, DRE (302) 239-7100, ext. 18.

ST. MARY'S PRESCHOOL

Ages 2 through Pre-K.
Cindy Krebs, Director (302) 239-7100, ext. 34.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:30 pm or by appointment.

BAPTISM

During a Mass or Sunday afternoon at 1:00 pwm.
Baptisms are scheduled the second
and fourth Sundays of the month.
Baptism classes are every other month.
Please call Parish Secretary for details
(302) 239-7100 ext. 33.

MARRIAGE

Contact Parish Secretary before a wedding date is finalized.
The diocese requires one year of preparation.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Contact the Parish Office, (302) 239-7100.

ST. PATRICK’'S CEMETERY
Contact Daniel DiGiacobbe (302) 239-7100, ext. 11.

Telephone: (302) 239-7100 o Fax: (302) 239-8219 ¢ Web Site: www.smachurch.com
Office Hours: Weekdays 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (Office closed for lunch from 12:30pm to 1:30 pm)



29th Sunday in Ordinary Time October 22, 2023

From Fr. Joe:

Last week, the massive and deadly surprise offensive from Hamas has prompted Israel to declare war bringing
horrific violence. Pope Francis and Church Leaders ask for prayers and intervention to prevent further blood-
shed, once again, in the Holy Land. Today’s Gospel gives us a perspective of the tension that existed there
from the time Jesus walked on that land. The religious leaders try to entrap Jesus by joining a partnership with
the political leader who collaborated with the hated governing Romans. Their question to Jesus would yield an
unfavorable answer because Herodians favored the payment of taxes; the Pharisees opposed it as opposed to
Mosaic Law. If Jesus answers with the Pharisees, He shows himself to be an enemy of Rome. If He answers
with the Herodians, He offends Jewish sensibilities.

Jesus shows that He is very aware of the guile of His questioners. Asking to see a Roman coin and seeing
Caesar’s image on it, Jesus tells them that it must belong to Caesar. Avoiding the question of lawfulness alto-
gether, Jesus answers their question with simple logic. Then, going further still, Jesus tells them that their obli-
gation is to pay to God that which belongs to God.

Our Gospel reminds us of the importance of keeping things in their proper perspective. From ancient times we
have lived in a polarized world. The debate often seems to have no middle ground making any measure of bal-
ance and peace inconceivable. As barbaric actions divide, devastate and take the lives of thousands in the
Middle East and Ukraine and even in our streets, we are forced to face the evil that surfaces. Times like these
call us to be wise and prudent with direction from God to whom we ultimately owe everything...

everything. Let us follow Our Lord’s judgment and anchor ourselves in our total dependence on God.

Q_@W % to everyone who partook of our Forty Hour Devotion earlier this

week. We are grateful to Father Kolodziej, Father Jasper and Dan Pin, our speakers and our
liturgical parishioners who brought the programs together. We are also grateful to our Faith
Formation Committee, Lazarus Group, Knights and all parishioners who brought about hospi-
tality to our guests...we are ever grateful. May the Eucharistic Lord enrich our lives with His
presence and enfold us with His grace.

SRS L Thank you to everyone who made a pledge to the Diocesan Faith and Charity Catholic
p— Appeal. Kindly fulfill what you have pledged to the appeal. In doing so, we should reach
our goal of $269,000. Your generosity is deeply appreciated by our bishop, diocese,
r pastor and parish. God reward you a hundredfold.
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Mass Intentions

Monday October 23, 2023
8:30 a.m. Helen Kaminski

Tuesday October 24, 2023
8:30 a.m. W. Oliver Kincannon

Wednesday October 25, 2023
8:30 a.m. Helen & Walter Kaminski
Maureen Patricia Tenney

Thursday October 26, 2023
8:30 a.m. Cecilia Leahy

Friday October 27, 2023
8:30 a.m. Joan McLaughlin

Saturday  October 28, 2023
5:00 p.m. Edward Melasecca

Sunday October 29, 2023
7:.30a.m.  Gerry Deery
9:30a.m.  Amelia Fragomele
11:30 a.m. Parishioners
Charles D. Kulsa

The Rosary will be prayed at 8:00 a.m. before daily Mass

In your charity, please pray for all who
have gone before us and all the
deceased of St. Mary of the Assumption.
+Gary Pawliczek
+John Maurer, father of
parishioner Charlotte Snyder

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR NATIVE
AMERICAN MASS

‘I- COMMEMORATING THE 11" 1'
ANNIVERSARY OF CANONIZATION OF
OUR PATRONESS,

SAINT I(ATERI TEKAKWITHA

.‘

OCTOBER 29, 2023 at 10:30 AM
ST. JUDE THE APOSTLE CHURCH,
LEWES, DE

CELEB T AND
BISHOP WILLIAM E. KOENIG, DD

CONCELEBRANTS:
REV. BRIAN S. LEWIS, PASTOR

VY. REV. GLENN EVERS, VC
DIR. CULTURAL MINISTRIES

DEACON: AL EARROS

CONTACT GAIL RANDO: 352-445-2350 OR
naministry@gmail.com

In the Gospel today Jesus says: “Repay to
Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God
=] what belongs to God.” When God is the
center of our lives there is no problem with
giving others their due.

Through your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul you

are helping your neighbor who is hungry, hopeless and
frightened to know that they belong to God.

Divine Will Class
October 17th through October 31st

We meet in the Coffee Run Room
From (10:00am-12:00pm)
Any questions, please call 302-528-5767

OUTREACH NEEDS YOUR HELP

St. Mary’s Outreach is currently collecting Acme
and ShopRite gift cards for veterans in need.
Our partnership with the VA Hospital continues to
grow and we hope to provide gift cards for
veterans and their families for Thanksgiving. All
gift cards are due on November 1st. Please drop
a gift card off to the church office or in the
collection box in the back of the church. If
dropping off in the office, please clearly mark
‘outreach’ on the envelope. Thank you in advance
for helping our veterans. Questions, contact
Jennifer LaFrankie at jenlafrankie@yahoo.com

Thank you.
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Readings for the week of
October 22, 2023

Sunday:
Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10
(7b)/1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21

Monday:
Rom 4:20-25/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/
Lk 12:13-21

Tuesday:
Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21/Ps 40:7-8a,
8b-9, 10, 17/Lk 12:35-38

Wednesday:
Rom 6:12-18/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8/
Lk 12:39-48

Thursday:
Rom 6:19-23/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/
Lk 12:49-53

Friday:
Rom 7:18-25a/Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94/
Lk 12:54-59

Saturday:
Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk 6:12-16

Next Sunday:
Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 (2)/
1 Thes 1:5¢-10/Mt 22:34-40

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2023

Worship & Meditation

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

With little more than a year until the United States’ national elections,
| find myself feeling, like many Catholics, both dread and energized.
Dread, because our democratic republic can be a messy endeavor
and campaigns a long, nasty, and unedifying slog; energized, because
hope for positive societal change can be enticing and engaging. As a
pastor, | see similar conflicting attitudes in those whom | serve. How
can Catholics best engage our political arena in a way which is truly
helpful and worthwhile?

This weeks’ gospel reading offers wisdom in this regard. Jesus says,
“Render therefore to Caesar the things are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.” This riddle forces us to answer for ourselves

a hidden question: what is the relationship between political and
divine authority? Two common but false answers lead to mischief. If
we answer that the two are equivalent, politics becomes our absolute
authority. This happens whenever religion is slave to the state, as in
the travesty of the pro-Nazi German Christian movement in the 1930s
and 40s. It also usually occurs when there is an official state religion.
If we answer that the two are totally unrelated, we end up with an
unchecked aggressive secularist state as we often experience now.
Thus, religion becomes a weak and private pastime.

What'’s a better alternative? At our best, Christians hold that political
authority does indeed have its own legitimate autonomy but is nested
within God’s all-encompassing authority. Think, for example, of Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s respect for politics while also being able to
criticize unjust human laws because he recognized a higher heavenly
law. In other words, Caesar owns politics — and God owns Caesar.

So, we should allow Jesus’ words to lead us to have a deep respect
and willingness to peacefully engage in politics without making that
engagement our religion. We bring our faith to bear on our politics
knowing confidently that Caesar isn’t God — but he is indeed God’s.

— Father John Muir

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ©LPi
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Silver Rose Service
You are invited on Thursday, October 26, 2023
at 6:00 p.m.
For a Special Tribute to Our Lady

All parishioners and friends are invited to a “Silver

Cash or Check (K of € Cofee Run)
Contact Mike Brown - 302-373-1005

Rose” prayer service at St. Mary of the Assumption. . i
The service is sponsored by the Legion of Mary and the OCTOBER 21'22 '
Knights of Columbus and will be approximately one f// After all Masses

hour. There will be a Rosary, Liturgical readings, a
Consecration to Mary and the Litany of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.

Through this service we honor Our Lady of Guadalupe,
the Patroness of the Americas, and express both
international unity and our dedication to the sanctity of
human life.

We are honored to be part of a pilgrimage of 8 “Silver
Roses” making their way from Canada to the U.S. and
Mexico. This is the fifth time this annual program has
come through Delaware.

St. Mary of the Assumption’s Saint Vincent
De Paul Society is having its annual Christ-

Dear Parishioners,

We are encouraging you to help our local mas greens and Poinsettia s_ale October_28
Wilmington VA. The VA medical center in - November 17. For your holiday decorating
Wilmington is always seeking donations for you can order decorated wreaths, swags,
their patients, and we are encouraging grave blankets and poinsettias. Orders will
g"oen”;ﬁggsb"; \Slltﬁm-i g’ageﬁiigg‘”ge'p a be taken at all Masses October 28/29 and
11th before Mass to give to the VA. through email throqgh November 17
Acceptable donation items include: (smadesvdp@gmail.com ). Payment and

- Canned foods delivery will be on December 2/3 at all

- Personal hygiene (bar soap, deodorant, etc) ~ Masses. Home delivery is also available, if
- Articles of clothing (socks, undershirts, etc) requested. This is a fund raiser to help our
Please bring in donations and place them in the gq\/pp Society assist families in financial

marked box by the chapel before Mass, and
we will ensure that it gets sent to the VA. need. Thank you for your generous support.

Please join us in doing whatever we can to help
our veterans.
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SOCK-TOBER IS HERE!

Please bring newly purchased men’s, women’s

and children’s socks to provide to shelters this fall/

winter. Our SOCK-TOBER bin will be located in
the church’s gathering space through November
12. Drop offs can be made before or after all
Masses. An additional bin will be located in the
Parish office entrance for drops offs other than
Mass times. All donations need to be new.

Athletic and Winter Weight

socks are preferable.

Calendar

Monday October 23, 2023

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

11:00 a.m. Finance Council meeting (J)
6:00 p.m. Monday Night PREP

7:00 p.m. Adult Handbell Choir (C)

Tuesday October 24, 2023
8:30 a.m. Mass (C)
10:00 a.m. Divine Will Group meeting (CF)

Wednesday  October 25, 2023
8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:00 a.m. Sages Planning Committee meeting (CF)
10:00 a.m. Ladies Guild meeting (M)
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal (C)

Thursday October 26, 2023

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

5:00 p.m. Lazarus Annual Group Celebration (M)

6:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Rose Pilgrimage service (C)
6:00 p.m. OCIA 2023-24 Inquiry sessions (J)

6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803 meeting (H)

Friday October 27, 2023

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:00 a.m. Legion of Mary (CF)

9:15 a.m. Mother’s Prayer group (CP)

Saturday October 28, 2023

Need a Ride???

Fellow Parishioners!!! Do you occasionally need a ride to
Church for Mass or perhaps elsewhere? As one of the
service organizations of our parish, The Knights of
Columbus may be able to help. Contact, John Ryan,
Community Director for the council. You may contact him
at, 302-507-7915.

Helping you stay
socially connected!

Join us every Sunday for the
9:30 a.m. Mass Live-streamed
http://www.voutube.com/¢c/smachurch

FORMED

‘9 o= Tk Radlo for Calhohc Life

releva
ialog ?:;:3:(: rddlb

www.relevantradio.com/app
Senving the Catholic Community of Delawore

and Marylond'sEasem Shoro

n & flocknote

St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Greenery Sale (GS)
8:00 a.m. SVDP Training Session (M)

3:30 p.m. Confessions (CP)
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (C)

Sunday October 29, 2023

St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Greenery Sale (GS)
7:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:30 a.m. Mass (C)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CF)

11:30 a.m. Mass (C)

12:30 p.m. Junior Praesidium (CF)

Parish Office and Church Rooms:
Coffee Run Room (CF), St. Mary Room (M)
Chapel (CP), Church (C), St. John Room (J),
Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS)

Bulletin announcements due 2 weeks in advance

For St. Mary’s Ministry Contact list please visit our
website: www.smachurch.com
https://smachurch.com/ministry-contacts

Thank you to all our
Advertiser's
for your support for our bulletin.

Thank
Youl!
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OF THE PREMIER DEALERSHIPS IN THE AREA.

_— — o
From the momenl you walk into our Sho“ room, you ]] lumw our commitment to Custome1 Service is s.e!cond to none. su pport our Parlsh!

‘Whether you need to Purchuse = =
ESSS———  Fjnance, or Service a New or 7 \ Insta nt]y create and
b Pre-Owned Nissan, = ; o
= you’ve come to the right place. \ purchase an ad W[th
Call today 866-335-0302 I
for smu No-Ol Ilgatlon Internet Price &5
from our Inernet Department.

-HEMDAN

| If You lee Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
N 911 [<CJll v Ambutance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! & = {oprf ]

LU RNV YNl  Police v'Fire  FpEE shipping Solutions as Low as

ey Ml v Friends/Family FrEE Activation $ 1 9 95 \
302-658-7200 =4\ NO Long Term Contracts amonth ®

1700 N. Rodney Street, 1st Flr.
Wilmington, DE 19806

www.healthysmilesofdelaware.com

E Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedA/ert EASY Set-up, NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN!

Have our bulletin
emailed to you,
every week,

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide , Visit www.parishesonline.com

J. MICHAEL FAY, DDS, PA
MARK C. DELLOSE, DMID ROBERT G. HAHN, DDS

One Free Month Preventive and General Dentistry
For Adults & Children ¢ New Patients Welcome
irishioners -

\[eNR TR T Nee) el 8l 3105 Limestone Rd., Ste. 304, Wilmington, DE
. 302.998.2244 + www.pikecreeksmiles.com Pari
Price Guarantee

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

I \
This Button SAVES leesl "

fum ey ’ } - cALLNowW! 800.809.3352 cps Tracking wiall Detection . |-

FREE

AD DESIGN

with purchase
of this space

CALL
800-477-4574

pamperedfcheﬁ

Katherine Amaya, Independent Consultant

210-240-0644

www.pamperedchef.com/pws/katherineamaya
Book a Party Today! | bring the Food & Drinks.

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Local business ads
sponsor the printing of
our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

Easy Self Installation

Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 CHANDLER

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY
Hockessin | Wi]mington 1 302-478-7100

VICTOR L. GREGORY, JR., DMD, MAGD - Parishioner
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

i Iy New Patients Welcomed

WY 302.239.1827

5301 Limestone Rd., Suite 211
Wilmington, DE 19808

www.victorgregorydmd.com

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com  St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE  03-4128




In your Eﬁarm, piease

consider a donation to
The Little Sisters of the Poor

Jeanne Jugan Residence
185 Salem Church Road
. Newark, Delaware 19713

Sponsored by a friend.

Limestone & Milltown Rds. 302-654-3005
Slmply Clean by Ana, LLC g 2509 LimesTONE Roap, WiLminGTon, DE 19808

Home & Office Cleaning - Hockessin DE 7th & Broom St. 302-652-5913
(757) 535-1996 Q 703 NortH BrROOM STREET, WiLMINGTON, DE 19808

Ana & Donald Finch, Parishioners « Fully Insured & Bonded
www.mealeyfuneralhomes.com

i

=, FR Homewatch “HIGHMARK

_ x i : Schedule
AD D CareCiivers:| e options your
i i mammogram
N Let our family care for yours.™ G et tOdGYI

Jim & Paulette Nacchia, Parishioners

,.!‘w' A : 1- _672-9647 ‘,'
'} 800-4 A574 www.homewatchcaregivers.com SC reened. 888 6 96 ‘o

Y of Phone: (302) 442-4260
302-654-0224
davey.com
< . : Proven Solutions for a Growing World
M € al F U o LE Tree, Shrub and
Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner \ LLawn Professionals.
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS /)
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS - Rl Soerserctis o, ssgers Mgl e, s Corry
Kuan Ngai#DDS B e e el N < poor
or its affiliate companies. insurance pro luCts issue Yy lassachusetts jutual Life
344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711 omoanas SoC L o st o or sovie it oL MU m OUR PAR
302-737-5170 « newarkdental.com N Prse St 9@1.ggg%yr‘vad.%2d1 i S U AN P
. . Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
DELCOLLO ELECTR’ C. ReS | d e ntl al D ELCOLLO SECUR' Ty & of the Sea of the United States of America
H & Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
(302) 994-3400 Commercial (302) 994-5400 |
- - & Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
. . , i Yi eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
Trouble shooting and Repairs * Electrical Up-grades Industrial Security - Surveillance Systems - Fire Alarms - Access Control | www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

PENN GREEN STORAGE

“For All Your Storage Needs”
Including Boats & RVs
Units from $24.99 per month
Penn Green Road & Rt. 41 Avondale, PA  Call 239-4624

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Local business ads
sponsor the printing of
our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION. y
% DANIEL E. MATTHEWS, DMD
WORK WITH PURPOSE. ) W& BRUCE E. MATTHEWS. DDS DO R
« Paid training ¢« Some travel G ¢ and C zie D D A O
e MARY KATHERINE MATTHEWS, DMD
vl o MATTHEWS DENTAL ASSOCIATES  Dedianic and Speciat
- - om s A fanity practive offeriny specially care, Weeds dohe ,
A\ Licensed « Bonded ¢ Insured (302) 326-1700 — Parish Members —
) .. 451 Hockessin Corner
Wanex Serving DE, PA & MD p {' a 5 0
WE Electrical Industrial - Commercial - Residential 'i Z' = R e 1779707 0 4.2440 J 04
S/ services, Inc. “Installing Tomorrows Tl DrMatthewsHocke 0
N Technologies Today” DrMatthe 0 099-8

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com  St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE  03-4128
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