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ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION

7200 Lancaster Pike ® Hockessin, DE 19707 e (302) 239-7100

CELEBRATION OF MASS

Monday - Friday: 8:30 am e Saturday: 8:30 am, 5:00pm e Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am & 11:30 am

Live streamed Mass Sunday at 9:30 Am on
St. Mary's website: www. smachurch.com

PASTOR: VERY REV. JOSEPH ]. PIEKARSKI, V.F.

Associate Pastor: Rev. John Enemuo
Weekend Assistant: Rev. James B. Smith
Deacons: John Giacci, Larry Brecht, Joseph Jackson,
Joseph LoPorto, Larry Morris

PARISH OFFICE STAFF

Daniel DiGiacobbe, Business Manager ext. 11
Annette Fad, Parish Secretary ext. 33
Sandy Fiscella, Director of Religious Ed. ext. 18
Flora Giacci, Receptionist ext. 10
Deacon John Giacci, Director of Liturgy ext. 32
Matthew Jewell, Director of Music ext. 16
Cindy Krebs, Director of Preschool ext. 34
Denise Troise, Bookkeeper ext. 14

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

PREP: Grades 1 through 8 e Confirmation: Grade 9
Sandy Fiscella, DRE (302) 239-7100, ext. 18.

ST. MARY’S PRESCHOOL

Ages 2 through Pre-K.
Cindy Krebs, Director (302) 239-7100, ext. 34.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:30 pm or by appointment.

BAPTISM

During a Mass or Sunday afternoon at 1:00 pm.
Baptisms are scheduled the second
and fourth Sundays of the month.
Baptism classes are every other month.
Please call Parish Secretary for details
(302) 239-7100 ext. 33.

MARRIAGE

Contact Parish Secretary before a wedding date is finalized.
The diocese requires one year of preparation.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Contact the Parish Office, (302) 239-7100.

ST. PATRICK’'S CEMETERY
Contact Daniel DiGiacobbe (302) 239-7100, ext. 11.

Telephone: (302) 239-7100 o Fax: (302) 239-8219 e Web Site: www.smachurch.com
Office Hours: Weekdays 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (Office closed for lunch from 12:30pm to 1:30 pm)



The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph December 31, 2023

From Fr. Joe...

Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family. Our Gospel describes the religious observance of Christ’s mother and
foster father. Their presentation of the Child Jesus in the Temple, eight days after His birth, shows Joseph and Mary as devout Jews
following the prescriptions of the Law of Moses.

The Gospel alludes to several aspects of Jewish protocol: the purification of a woman after childbirth, the dedication of the firstborn
son to the Lord, and the circumcision and naming of the Child. Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem where He
was consecrated to the Lord and given the name Jesus...the name He was given by the angel Gabriel. Then as a family of lowly
means, they made their humble offering to God, a pair of turtledoves.

Mary and Joseph encounter two other devout Jews, Simeon and Anna, who recognize the infant Jesus as the fulfillment of Israel’s
hope for redemption. Today’s celebration of the Feast of the Holy Family highlights the importance of family in our religious life
and religious life in the family. The Church is a family made up of many different families that need to respect each other, love,
support and pray for each other. We see this in the devotion of the older man and woman who recognize Child’s greatness with His
parents.

We know that Mary and Joseph’s faithfulness to God enabled them to cooperate in God’s plan for our salvation by accepting the
responsibility to raise God’s Son, Jesus. From His parents, Jesus learned how to be a faithful believer in His Jewish tradition. Reli-
gious life is necessary to pass on the faith. The Holy Family was a devout Jewish household, observing the customs, devotions and
guidance of their ancestry. From this nucleus of faith, came the Light of revelation from the people of Israel to the entire world.

Note that we see in the family of Jesus an example for our own family life. It explains the necessity of observing our religious
beliefs just like Mary and Joseph expressed their faithfulness to God through their observance of the Law of Moses. It also
exemplifies our Church family life as a commitment to one another, sharing good times and supporting one another through difficult
times.

Monday, January 1, 2024 is the Solemnity of

. Mary, the Holy Mother of God. We have one
4 Mass, at 9 a.m. on New Year’s Day. It is a noble
£ /? way to open the New Year thanking God for the

past and asking graces for the future.

: treasured A Blessed and Joyous New Year to

everyone. May the perfect example of Jesus,

s all these thin gs Mary and Joseph support us in the days

ahead. May their prayers, and our collective

w and ﬂ d prayers as a family, bestow countless
' re eCte blessings to each one of us. God Bless!
- them Fathers Piekarski, Enemuo & Smith;
e ) : Deacons Giacci, Brecht, Jackson,

mn her LoPorto and Morris
art and the staff of St. Mary of the Assumption Parish
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Masa
< Schedule

Monday New Year’s Day January 1, 2024
8:30 a.m.  Gino Gazdag
Christmas Novena

Tuesday January 2, 2024
8:30 a.m. Cecilia Shattuck
Christmas Novena

Wednesday January 3, 2024
8:30 a.m. Brad Scotft
Christmas Novena

Thursday, January 4, 2024
8:30 a.m. Eugene Fagan
George Sowinski

Friday January 5, 2024
8:30 a.m. Penny Gabriel

Saturday  January 6, 2024

8:30 am Tom Green
Earl Girardi
Bill McCabe
Elsie Oneta Matthews
Salvatore Paschitti
Stanley Plastek

5:00 p.m. Stephen Harkins

Sunday _ January 7, 2024
7:30 a.m. Edward Leo Farrell
9:30 a.m. George Whitwell
11:30 a.m. Parishioners

In your charity, please pray for all who have gone
before us and all the deceased of

St. Mary of the Assumption.

+William Falgowski

Liturgical Life

Questions of the Week

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading

Abraham and Sarah relied on their faith in the Lord as they
struggled with family matters. When have you needed to
rely on faith when it comes to your family?

Second Reading

Hebrews teaches us that at every challenge in his life,
Abraham consistently trusted and obeyed God. When have
you had to surrender complete trust to God?

Gospel Reading

In their purification ritual in the Jerusalem Temple, Mary
and Joaseph learn news from Simeon and Anna about their
newborn baby, Jesus. In your family, how do you deal with
startling or unsettling news?
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ONE-DAY RETREAT FOR WOMEN

Becoming Women of the Word:
How to AnSwer God's Call with

PurposSe and Joy~
JANUARY 27, 2024
featuring

& . SARAH CHRISTMYER

ERISEGINNINGENDYENBERMOYS
BN AVASIY SN L

e —

Reminder — Send in 50-50 Tickets

The Super 50-50 raffle is at the halfway point and
there is still plenty of time to purchase and return
your tickets. The K. of C. and the Parish pro-life
Committee rely on the raffle to help fund pro-life and
other charitable work. There are extra ticket strips
and return envelopes at the Church entrances and
they are also available in the Parish office. The
drawing for 50 winning tickets will take place at the
K. of C. chili cook-off on Saturday, January 20th .

If you have questions, please ask any K. of C.
Member or in the office, and they will direct you to
the answer.

Observances for the week of December 31, 2023

Sunday: The Holy Family, New Year’s Eve
Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus
Thursday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
Friday: St. John Neumann, Bishop
Saturday: St. André Bessette, Religious

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

I remember the first time my older sister asked me if |
wanted to hold her newborn son. Terrified, I told her I
didn’t think it was a good idea. My résumé¢ had nothing
to suggest [ would be a qualified baby holder. But she
warmly told me, “I’ll help you hold him.” It struck me
that she is baby’s mother. She is the one who decides
who is qualified to hold him. I took him in my arms and
soon I began to feel comfortable with that tiny little
warm cooing creature in my arms, and soon I no longer
feared holding him. Now, twenty-seven nieces and
nephews later, holding a newborn child is one of the
great joys of my life.

Do we sometimes think that Jesus is given only to the
highly qualified, special religious people? In the Gospel
of Luke today we hear about the presentation of the

‘'Lord in the temple. The newborn son of God is passed

around like a baton in a relay race, not guarded like a
precious jewel or a breakable china dish. We can see
him going from the arms of Mary to Joseph, then to the
priest performing the ceremony, then to Simeon the old
man, then to Anna the old widow. Each one receiving
him and then handing him to the next. A tidal wave of
joy and thanksgiving follows wherever he is placed.

Believe me, you are qualified to hold Jesus in your
arms. How can I say that with such confidence? Because
the mother decides who is qualified. The Blessed
Virgin, embodied in the Church, holds him out to you
and me. She rejoices to place him in our arms to hold,
and to hand him on, too.

— Father John Muir

Mary, The Holy Mother of God, New Year’s Day, World Day of Peace
Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church

Today is the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. During our New
Year may our families “grow in Wisdom and have the favor of God upon them.”

This past month, through your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was
able to bring Christmas to the hearts of the poor, by assisting 40 families,
providing $10,600 in food, gifts, utility and rent bills, etc. Thanks!
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Readings for the week of
December 31, 2023

Sunday:

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Ps
128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12,
17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

Monday:
Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/
Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21

Tuesday:
1Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/
Jn 1:19-28

Wednesday:
1Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/
Jn 1:29-34

Thursday:
1Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42

Friday:
1Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 1:43-51

Saturday:

1Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/
Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23, 31-34,
36, 38

Next Sunday:
Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see
1M)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2023

Worship & Meditation

Gospel Meditation
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

| remember the first time my older sister asked me if | wanted
to hold her newborn son. Terrified, | told her | didn’t think it
was a good idea. My résumé had nothing to suggest | would
be a qualified baby holder. But she warmly told me, “I'll help
you hold him.” It struck me that she is baby’s mother. She is the
one who decides who is qualified to hold him. | took him in my
arms and soon | began to feel comfortable with that tiny little
warm cooing creature in my arms, and soon | no longer feared
holding him. Now, twenty-seven nieces and nephews later,
holding a newborn child is one of the great joys of my life.

Do we sometimes think that Jesus is given only to the highly
qualified, special religious people? In the Gospel of Luke today
we hear about the presentation of the Lord in the temple. The
newborn son of God is passed around like a baton in a relay
race, not guarded like a precious jewel or a breakable china
dish. We can see him going from the arms of Mary to Joseph,
then to the priest performing the ceremony, then to Simeon
the old man, then to Anna the old widow. Each one receiving
him and then handing him to the next. A tidal wave of joy and
thanksgiving follows wherever he is placed.

Believe me, you are qualified to hold Jesus in your arms. How
can | say that with such confidence? Because the mother
decides who is qualified. The Blessed Virgin, embodied in the
Church, holds him out to you and me. She rejoices to place him
in our arms to hold, and to hand him on, too.

— Father John Muir

THE HOLY FAMILY ©LPi
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RETROUVAILLE: REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN
YOUR MARRIAGE

Tens of thousands of couples have healed their
marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Ret-
ro-vy). If you know anyone who could benefit
from this program, please pass this on. Couples
learn to build communication skills and to in-
crease intimacy. It provides help for marriage
problems, difficulties, or crises. The

next program will be held February 16 - 18,
2024 at the Family Life Center in Malvern,

PA. For more information, or to register, vis-

it www.HelpOurMarriage.orq or call 215-766-
3944 or 800-470-2230. All inquiries are strictly
confidential.

Catholic Cemeteries

All Saints 302-737-2524
Cathedral 302-656-3323
Gate of Heaven 302-732-3690

Need a Ride???

Fellow Parishioners!!! Do you occasionally need a ride to
Church for Mass or perhaps elsewhere? As one of the
service organizations of our parish, The Knights of
Columbus may be able to help. Contact, John Ryan,
Community Director for the council. You may contact him
at, 302-507-7915.

Helping you stay
socially connected!

Join us every Sunday for the
9:30 a.m. Mass Live-streamed
http://www.youtube.com/c/smachurch

FORMED

W ek Rlado for Coth:i! c Life
A'rl-louc reievani,.
EC UM ez radid

\ www.relevantradio.com/app.

e @

DI Iog & flocknote ﬁ
Serving the Cathalic Community of Delaware
and Maryland's Eastern Shore

Calendar

Monday January 1, 2024
Mary, Holy Mother of God

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)
Parish office closed

Tuesday January 2, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

7:00 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Monthly meeting (M)
7:00 p.m. Adult Handbell Choir Rehearsal (C)

Wednesday  January 3, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

10:00 a.m. Ladies Guild meeting (M)

1:00 p.m. Holy Spirit Prayer Group meeting (CP)
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal (C)

Thursday January 4, 2024
8:30 a.m. Mass (C)
6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803 meeting (H)

Friday January 5, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:00 a.m. Legion of Mary (CF)

9:15 a.m. Mother’s Prayer group (CP)

Saturday January 6, 2024
8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

3:30 p.m. Confessions (CP)
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (C)

Sunday January 7, 2024
Epiphany of the Lord

Trustee Elections at 10:30 a.m. in the Chapel
7:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:30 a.m. Mass (C)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CF)

OCIA Breaking Open the Word (J)

11:30 a.m. Mass (C)

12:30 p.m. Junior Praesidium (CF)

Parish Office Rooms:
Coffee Run Room (CF), St. Mary Room (M)
Chapel (CP), Church (C), St. John Room (J),
Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS)

Bulletin announcements due 2 weeks in advance

New Year




Shericdan Ford and NISSaR is PROUD TO BE ONE Place Your Ad Here and

OF THE PREMIER DEALERSHIPS IN THE AREA.

_— — o
From the momenl you walk into our Sho“ room, you ]] lumw our commitment to Custome1 Service is s.e!cond to none. su pport our Parlsh!

‘Whether you need to Purchuse = =
ESSS———  Fjnance, or Service a New or 7 \ Insta nt]y create and
b Pre-Owned Nissan, = ; o
= you’ve come to the right place. \ purchase an ad W[th
Call today 866-335-0302 I
for smu No-Ol Ilgatlon Internet Price &5
from our Inernet Department.

-HEMDAN

| If You lee Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
N 911 [<CJll v Ambutance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! & = {oprf ]

LU RNV YNl  Police v'Fire  FpEE shipping Solutions as Low as

ey Ml v Friends/Family FrEE Activation $ 1 9 95 \
302-658-7200 =4\ NO Long Term Contracts amonth ®

1700 N. Rodney Street, 1st Flr.
Wilmington, DE 19806

www.healthysmilesofdelaware.com

E Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedA/ert EASY Set-up, NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN!

Have our bulletin
emailed to you,
every week,

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide , Visit www.parishesonline.com

J. MICHAEL FAY, DDS, PA
MARK C. DELLOSE, DMID ROBERT G. HAHN, DDS

One Free Month Preventive and General Dentistry
For Adults & Children ¢ New Patients Welcome
irishioners -

\[eNR TR T Nee) el 8l 3105 Limestone Rd., Ste. 304, Wilmington, DE
. 302.998.2244 + www.pikecreeksmiles.com Pari
Price Guarantee

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

I \
This Button SAVES leesl "

fum ey ’ } - cALLNowW! 800.809.3352 cps Tracking wiall Detection . |-

FREE

AD DESIGN

with purchase
of this space

CALL
800-477-4574

pamperedfcheﬁ

Katherine Amaya, Independent Consultant

210-240-0644

www.pamperedchef.com/pws/katherineamaya
Book a Party Today! | bring the Food & Drinks.

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Local business ads
sponsor the printing of
our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

Easy Self Installation

Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 CHANDLER

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY
Hockessin | Wi]mington 1 302-478-7100

VICTOR L. GREGORY, JR., DMD, MAGD - Parishioner
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

i Iy New Patients Welcomed

WY 302.239.1827

5301 Limestone Rd., Suite 211
Wilmington, DE 19808

www.victorgregorydmd.com

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com  St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE  03-4128




In your Eﬁarm, piease

consider a donation to
The Little Sisters of the Poor

Jeanne Jugan Residence
185 Salem Church Road
. Newark, Delaware 19713

Sponsored by a friend.

Limestone & Milltown Rds. 302-654-3005
Slmply Clean by Ana, LLC g 2509 LimesTONE Roap, WiLminGTon, DE 19808

Home & Office Cleaning - Hockessin DE 7th & Broom St. 302-652-5913
(757) 535-1996 Q 703 NortH BrROOM STREET, WiLMINGTON, DE 19808

Ana & Donald Finch, Parishioners « Fully Insured & Bonded
www.mealeyfuneralhomes.com

i

=, FR Homewatch “HIGHMARK

_ x i : Schedule
AD D CareCiivers:| e options your
i i mammogram
N Let our family care for yours.™ G et tOdGYI

Jim & Paulette Nacchia, Parishioners

,.!‘w' A : 1- _672-9647 ‘,'
'} 800-4 A574 www.homewatchcaregivers.com SC reened. 888 6 96 ‘o

Y of Phone: (302) 442-4260
302-654-0224
davey.com
< . : Proven Solutions for a Growing World
M € al F U o LE Tree, Shrub and
Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner \ LLawn Professionals.
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS /)
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS - Rl Soerserctis o, ssgers Mgl e, s Corry
Kuan Ngai#DDS B e e el N < poor
or its affiliate companies. insurance pro luCts issue Yy lassachusetts jutual Life
344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711 omoanas SoC L o st o or sovie it oL MU m OUR PAR
302-737-5170 « newarkdental.com N Prse St 9@1.ggg%yr‘vad.%2d1 i S U AN P
. . Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
DELCOLLO ELECTR’ C. ReS | d e ntl al D ELCOLLO SECUR' Ty & of the Sea of the United States of America
H & Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
(302) 994-3400 Commercial (302) 994-5400 |
- - & Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
. . , i Yi eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
Trouble shooting and Repairs * Electrical Up-grades Industrial Security - Surveillance Systems - Fire Alarms - Access Control | www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

PENN GREEN STORAGE

“For All Your Storage Needs”
Including Boats & RVs
Units from $24.99 per month
Penn Green Road & Rt. 41 Avondale, PA  Call 239-4624

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Local business ads
sponsor the printing of
our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION. y
% DANIEL E. MATTHEWS, DMD
WORK WITH PURPOSE. ) W& BRUCE E. MATTHEWS. DDS DO R
« Paid training ¢« Some travel G ¢ and C zie D D A O
e MARY KATHERINE MATTHEWS, DMD
vl o MATTHEWS DENTAL ASSOCIATES  Dedianic and Speciat
- - om s A fanity practive offeriny specially care, Weeds dohe ,
A\ Licensed « Bonded ¢ Insured (302) 326-1700 — Parish Members —
) .. 451 Hockessin Corner
Wanex Serving DE, PA & MD p {' a 5 0
WE Electrical Industrial - Commercial - Residential 'i Z' = R e 1779707 0 4.2440 J 04
S/ services, Inc. “Installing Tomorrows Tl DrMatthewsHocke 0
N Technologies Today” DrMatthe 0 099-8

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com  St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE  03-4128
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