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ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION

7200 Lancaster Pike ® Hockessin, DE 19707 e (302) 239-7100

CELEBRATION OF MASS

Monday - Friday: 8:30 am e Saturday: 8:30 am, 5:00pm e Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am & 11:30 am

Live streamed Mass Sunday at 9:30 Am on
St. Mary's website: www. smachurch.com

PASTOR: VERY REV. JOSEPH ]. PIEKARSKI, V.F.

Associate Pastor: Rev. John Enemuo
Weekend Assistant: Rev. James B. Smith
Deacons: John Giacci, Larry Brecht, Joseph Jackson,
Joseph LoPorto, Larry Morris

PARISH OFFICE STAFF

Daniel DiGiacobbe, Business Manager ext. 11
Annette Fad, Parish Secretary ext. 33
Sandy Fiscella, Director of Religious Ed. ext. 18
Flora Giacci, Receptionist ext. 10
Deacon John Giacci, Director of Liturgy ext. 32
Matthew Jewell, Director of Music ext. 16
Cindy Krebs, Director of Preschool ext. 34
Denise Troise, Bookkeeper ext. 14

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

PREP: Grades 1 through 8 e Confirmation: Grade 9
Sandy Fiscella, DRE (302) 239-7100, ext. 18.

ST. MARY’S PRESCHOOL

Ages 2 through Pre-K.
Cindy Krebs, Director (302) 239-7100, ext. 34.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:30 pm or by appointment.

BAPTISM

During a Mass or Sunday afternoon at 1:00 pm.
Baptisms are scheduled the second
and fourth Sundays of the month.
Baptism classes are every other month.
Please call Parish Secretary for details
(302) 239-7100 ext. 33.

MARRIAGE

Contact Parish Secretary before a wedding date is finalized.
The diocese requires one year of preparation.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Contact the Parish Office, (302) 239-7100.

ST. PATRICK’'S CEMETERY
Contact Daniel DiGiacobbe (302) 239-7100, ext. 11.

Telephone: (302) 239-7100 o Fax: (302) 239-8219 e Web Site: www.smachurch.com
Office Hours: Weekdays 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (Office closed for lunch from 12:30pm to 1:30 pm)



The Epiphany Of The Lord January 7, 2024

N e 2= From Fr. Joe...

il i 8 We hear about the visit of the Magi only in
® Matthew’s Gospel. We know little about the Magi.
They come from the East and journey to Bethlehem,
following an astrological sign, so we believe them
 to be learned astrologers. We assume that there were
¢ three Magi based upon the naming of their three
gifts that represent Christ’s identity. Gold is for His
kingship; incense is to adore His Godhead; Myrrh
acknowledges His mortality and death. The Magi
represent the universal search for a savior. They
also represent our search for Jesus.

The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or
“showing forth.” Historically several moments in
Christ’s early life and ministry have been celebrated
as “epiphanies,” including His birth in Bethlehem,
the visit of the Magi, His baptism by John, and His
& | first miracle at Cana. These episodes point to Jesus’
b true identity.

o Through the eyes of faith, we trust that the

¥ extraordinary is in the ordinary. As great people of
# this world are often plainly dressed like everyone

f else, so the Son of Mary in His lowly dwelling and
s infant form was declared the Son of God, Prince of
Peace by His star that guided the wise to Him. Let
us discover the greatness in the One who chose to
come among us in our initial weakness. The keen
eye and spiritually heightened recognize Him.

HTE !
.......

An Epiphany Prayer
Lord Jesus, may your light shine our way,
as once it guided the steps of the magi:
that we too may be led into your presence
and worship you,the Child of Mary,
the Word of the Father,the King of nations,

the Saviour of mankind;

to whom be glory for ever.

:‘"\

idlosYs

On this Epiphany, we wish to thank everyone who made our Christmas celebrations in the parish a
wonderful season. To those who ministered at the liturgies and those who decorated our surroundings, we
are most appreciative. To those who coordinated and those who participated in our charitable efforts these
past weeks, we are humbly grateful. To everyone who contributed in any way and supported us financially
now and throughout the year, thank you very much. May the blessing the Magi received in the presence of
the Christ Child fill your hearts and homes with health, peace and joy throughout the New Year.

God Bless You
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Masa
< Schedule

Monday Baptism of the Lord January 8, 2024

8:30 a.m.  Benjamin D. Kisielewski
Tuesday January 9, 2024
8:30 a.m.  Jack Langseder

Wednesday January 10, 2024
8:30 a.m. John Watson

Thursday, January 11, 2024
8:30 a.m. Rita McGrath

Friday January 12, 2024
8:30 a.m. Thomas Moran

January 13, 2024
Tom Green
Joseph Cofrancesco
Living Intentions of Mary Ellen Gerard
Willard Patrick Schneese
Tom Green
Roberta Smith

Saturday
8:30 am

5:00 p.m. Eric Adler

Sunday  January 14, 2024
7:30 a.m. Susan Schneider
9:30 a.m. James Hahn
Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Gaspare Drago

In your charity, please pray for all who
have gone before us and all the deceased
of
St. Mary of the Assumption.

)
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+Carmela Pala, wife of parishioner William Pala

"Come and See” Men’s Retreat:
Encountering Jesus Christ in Discipleship

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish welcomes
all Men for a 10-week retreat held Monday
Evenings 7:30-9:00pm January 8th — March
18th RSVP to Gregory.Vigliotta@gmail.com

Inspired by the Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius, “Come and See” is a retreat for those
who desire to deepen their relationship with
God through daily prayer and reflection.
Experience the movements of a discerning
soul using the prayer methods, teachings and
wisdom of St. Ignatius of Loyola. This Retreat
1s directed By Gregory Vigliotta, Spiritual
Director and co-founder of Our Lady of the
Way, An Ignatian Virtual Retreat Center

at www.ourladyoftheway.org.

ONE-DAY RETREAT FOR WOMEN

Becoming Women of the Word:
How to AnSwer God'S Call with

PurpoSe and Joy~
JANUARYFZ/; 2024
featuring

B SARAH CHRISTMYER

You are invited! Catholic Schools Week

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 28,
2024

10:30 am- 1:00 pm

Preschool

Take a tour, meet the staff, pick up registration information!
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HOUSE OF JOSEPH

Can you sign up to make a meal for 13 Hungry Men? The Signup Genius is in place for 2024 with dates for
volunteers to sign-up up to prepare meals for House of Joseph. Meals are prepared in your own home and
delivered to St. Mary’s office kitchen by 9:15 Thursday morning. An assigned driver then takes the meal
down to House of Joseph. We are imminently in need of meal providers for January, February and March. A
meal consists of an entrée, salad, side dish, bread and dessert. You can provide the meal yourself or partner
with friends.

Please sign-up using this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080844a9a72ca5f58-house. If you and the
signup genius do not get along, you are not alone!
You can contact Marcia Berger at emcberger104@gmail.com and she can get you signed-up. Thank you!

SOJOURNERS’ PLACE

How about a sandwich? On the first Thursday of every month, St. Mary’s collects donations of sandwiches for
Sojourners Place, a residential shelter in Wilmington which provides case managed programs for their
residents to secure housing and employment. If you&#39;re able to make 10 - 14 sandwiches in your own
home to donate to Sojourners’ Place, we could use your help! Sandwiches would need to be dropped off to
the St. Mary’s office vestibule by 9:15 a.m. on the first Thursday of the month. Not a sandwich maker? We
also collect cleaning supplies, (laundry detergent, paper towels, toilet paper, etc) coffee, and individually
packaged snacks.

You can sign up to donate here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080844A9A72CA5F58-sojourners#/
or contact Marcia Berger at emcberger104@gmail.com. Your generosity is always so greatly appreciated!

SENSATIONAL CAMEOS - Part 2

How important - as we might imagine - that we should be able to get that information from the pages of the New
Testament for ourselves! If it was there, for instance, how could the Protestants maintain their attitude? Considering all,
we might be tempted to complain that the Holy Ghost has throughout the Gospels been too sparing in His use of words;
that He has mortified us with the scantiness of the descriptions of all those entrancing happenings. But we must reflect
and realize that there is another aspect. Even with such severe condensation as has taken place, the book is as large as it
probably could be in the practical sense. It is little enough read in its present length. What chance would it have if the
book were twenty times its present size? But not twenty times, but rather a hundred times larger it would have to be, if it
were to give adequate treatment to its stupefying subject - the adventures of Our God upon earth! You will recall St.
John&#39;s saying that these are so wonderful that the world itself would not be able to contain the books that should be
written. Supposing the New Testament were to give that detail which our hearts desire, you will realize

that a formidable array of memoirs would be the result, a veritable library. Therefore, that extreme compression is
necessary.

There is this much to our advantage, however, that we are stimulated to exert our imagination so as to build up that
skeleton account into something which may partially satisfy us.

-from Mary Shall Reign by Frank Duff
Submitted by the Legion of Mary

Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, where the Magi find the
newborn king and offer him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

In the spirit of the Magi, please put your gift in the St. Vincent dePaul
Poor Box so that comfort and peace can once again be given to a
newborn child.
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Readings for the week of
January 7, 2024

Sunday:
Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
see 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Monday:
Is 55:1-11/1s 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 (3)/1
Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-1

Tuesday:
1Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/
Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday:
1Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a,
8b-9, 10/Mk 1:29-39

Thursday:
1Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/
Mk 1:40-45

Friday:
1Sm 8:4-7,10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/
Mk 2:1-12

Saturday:

1Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/

Mk 2:13-17

Next Sunday:
1Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4 7-8, 8-9, 10

(8a, 9a)/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/Jn 1:35-42

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2024

Worship & Meditation

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

A stranger in a foreign land, | was exhausted and homesick
as my summer Spanish immersion ended in Guatemala. The
rusty minivan arriving outside my small residence filled me
with joyful hope. | was flying home to the U.S. and would be,
at long last, completely happy. Or so | thought. After about
half an hour of being home, | thought to myself, “This place
is boring. | want to go somewhere.” So, | hopped in my car
and left to see my friends. As | drove, | wistfully wondered,
“Where am | truly at home?”

The feast of Epiphany has a lot to do with our notion of
home. Where is our origin? Where are we going? When is our
wandering done? Saint Matthew tells us of the Magi, “They
were overjoyed at seeing the star.” This star will bring them
home, to a place where their questing will end, and they will
be satisfied. Their real home is neither in the East nor in the
earthly Jerusalem. Somehow, their home is wherever this boy
and his parents are.

If you’re a teenager or older, you probably know by now that
every physical home we have is temporary. So, we look up

at the countless stars in our proverbial skies: things which
bedazzle and beckon us to follow toward peace. The Gospel
invites us to behold that — at long last — God has sent us a
star to follow home, one that whispers, “Follow me! | will take
you home!” Perhaps that star is your spouse. A friend. An
opportunity. A cause. An intuition about a new direction.

A prayer group. What is it for you? How will you know?

It will lead you to Mary and Joseph and their son, and you
will be home.

— Father John Muir

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD ©LPi
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Sages of St. Mary's January
Luncheon and Trip Sign-ups

The Sages of St. Mary's is a fun group of people
who get together for luncheons and travel events
throughout the year. Please join us at our next
luncheon on Wednesday January 10th at
12:30pm in the Parish Hall. There will be
important announcements about trip sign-ups so
you won't want to miss it! The Sages
membership is open to all parish members 50
years of age and older. A request of $8.00 per
person at each luncheon is very much appreciat-
ed. We welcome donations of favorite desserts to
our table. Happy New Year and we look forward
to seeing you on January 10"

Catholic Cemeteries

All Saints 302-737-2524
Cathedral 302-656-3323
Gate of Heaven 302-732-3690

Need a Ride???

Fellow Parishioners!!! Do you occasionally need a ride to
Church for Mass or perhaps elsewhere? As one of the
service organizations of our parish, The Knights of
Columbus may be able to help. Contact, John Ryan,
Community Director for the council. You may contact him
at, 302-507-7915.

Helping you stay
socially connected!

Join us every Sunday for the
9:30 a.m. Mass Live-streamed
http://www.youtube.com/c/smachurch

FORMED

- P e Talk Rlado for Cothi! c Life
ATHouc reievani,.
o U rod 6

\ www.relevantradio.com/app

e H @

DI Iog & flocknote
Serving the Cathalic Community of Deloware
and Maryland'sEostemn Shore

Calendar

Monday January 8, 2024
The Baptism of the Lord

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:30 a.m. Exposition, Adoration, Benediction (C)

10:30 a.m. Adult Faith Formation meeting (J)

6:00 p.m. Monday Evening PREP

6:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Cardinal Gibbons
Assembly Business meeting (CF)

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803 Monthly meeting (M)

7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council meeting (J)

Tuesday January 9, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

10:00 a.m. Divine Will Prayer Group (CF)

7:00 p.m. Adult Handbell Choir Rehearsal (C)

Wednesday  January 10, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

10:00 a.m. Ladies Guild meeting (M)

12:30 p.m. Sages Monthly Luncheon (H)

1:00 p.m. Holy Spirit Prayer Group meeting (CP)

5:30 p.m. K of C Business meeting Rosary (CF)

6:00 p.m. K of C Business meeting (CF)

7:00 p.m. Ladies Auxiliary meeting (J)

Thursday January 11, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:00 a.m. Women'’s Retreat Planning meeting (M)

6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803 meeting (H)

Friday January 12, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:00 a.m. Legion of Mary (CF)

9:15 a.m. Mother’s Prayer group (CP)

Saturday January 13, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

3:30 p.m. Confessions (CP)

5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (C)

Sunday January 14, 2024

7:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:30 a.m. Mass (C)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CF)

OCIA Breaking Open the Word (J)

11:30 a.m. Mass (C)

12:30 p.m. Junior Praesidium (CF)

1:00 p.m. Scheduled Baptisms (C)

Parish Office Rooms:
Coffee Run Room (CF), St. Mary Room (M)
Chapel (CP), Church (C), St. John Room (J),
Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS)

Bulletin announcements due 2 weeks in advance

EVERY
NATION

ADORES




Shericdan Ford and NISSaR is PROUD TO BE ONE Place Your Ad Here and

OF THE PREMIER DEALERSHIPS IN THE AREA.

_— — o
From the momenl you walk into our Sho“ room, you ]] lumw our commitment to Custome1 Service is s.e!cond to none. su pport our Parlsh!

‘Whether you need to Purchuse = =
ESSS———  Fjnance, or Service a New or 7 \ Insta nt]y create and
b Pre-Owned Nissan, = ; o
= you’ve come to the right place. \ purchase an ad W[th
Call today 866-335-0302 I
for smu No-Ol Ilgatlon Internet Price &5
from our Inernet Department.

-HEMDAN

| If You lee Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
N 911 [<CJll v Ambutance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! & = {oprf ]

LU RNV YNl  Police v'Fire  FpEE shipping Solutions as Low as

ey Ml v Friends/Family FrEE Activation $ 1 9 95 \
302-658-7200 =4\ NO Long Term Contracts amonth ®

1700 N. Rodney Street, 1st Flr.
Wilmington, DE 19806

www.healthysmilesofdelaware.com

E Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedA/ert EASY Set-up, NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN!

Have our bulletin
emailed to you,
every week,

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide , Visit www.parishesonline.com

J. MICHAEL FAY, DDS, PA
MARK C. DELLOSE, DMID ROBERT G. HAHN, DDS

One Free Month Preventive and General Dentistry
For Adults & Children ¢ New Patients Welcome
irishioners -

\[eNR TR T Nee) el 8l 3105 Limestone Rd., Ste. 304, Wilmington, DE
. 302.998.2244 + www.pikecreeksmiles.com Pari
Price Guarantee

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

I \
This Button SAVES leesl "

fum ey ’ } - cALLNowW! 800.809.3352 cps Tracking wiall Detection . |-

FREE

AD DESIGN

with purchase
of this space

CALL
800-477-4574

pamperedfcheﬁ

Katherine Amaya, Independent Consultant

210-240-0644

www.pamperedchef.com/pws/katherineamaya
Book a Party Today! | bring the Food & Drinks.

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Local business ads
sponsor the printing of
our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

Easy Self Installation

Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 CHANDLER

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY
Hockessin | Wi]mington 1 302-478-7100

VICTOR L. GREGORY, JR., DMD, MAGD - Parishioner
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

i Iy New Patients Welcomed

WY 302.239.1827

5301 Limestone Rd., Suite 211
Wilmington, DE 19808

www.victorgregorydmd.com

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com  St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE  03-4128




In your Eﬁarm, piease

consider a donation to
The Little Sisters of the Poor

Jeanne Jugan Residence
185 Salem Church Road
. Newark, Delaware 19713

Sponsored by a friend.

Limestone & Milltown Rds. 302-654-3005
Slmply Clean by Ana, LLC g 2509 LimesTONE Roap, WiLminGTon, DE 19808

Home & Office Cleaning - Hockessin DE 7th & Broom St. 302-652-5913
(757) 535-1996 Q 703 NortH BrROOM STREET, WiLMINGTON, DE 19808

Ana & Donald Finch, Parishioners « Fully Insured & Bonded
www.mealeyfuneralhomes.com

i

=, FR Homewatch “HIGHMARK

_ x i : Schedule
AD D CareCiivers:| e options your
i i mammogram
N Let our family care for yours.™ G et tOdGYI

Jim & Paulette Nacchia, Parishioners

,.!‘w' A : 1- _672-9647 ‘,'
'} 800-4 A574 www.homewatchcaregivers.com SC reened. 888 6 96 ‘o

Y of Phone: (302) 442-4260
302-654-0224
davey.com
< . : Proven Solutions for a Growing World
M € al F U o LE Tree, Shrub and
Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner \ LLawn Professionals.
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS /)
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS - Rl Soerserctis o, ssgers Mgl e, s Corry
Kuan Ngai#DDS B e e el N < poor
or its affiliate companies. insurance pro luCts issue Yy lassachusetts jutual Life
344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711 omoanas SoC L o st o or sovie it oL MU m OUR PAR
302-737-5170 « newarkdental.com N Prse St 9@1.ggg%yr‘vad.%2d1 i S U AN P
. . Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
DELCOLLO ELECTR’ C. ReS | d e ntl al D ELCOLLO SECUR' Ty & of the Sea of the United States of America
H & Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
(302) 994-3400 Commercial (302) 994-5400 |
- - & Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
. . , i Yi eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
Trouble shooting and Repairs * Electrical Up-grades Industrial Security - Surveillance Systems - Fire Alarms - Access Control | www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

PENN GREEN STORAGE

“For All Your Storage Needs”
Including Boats & RVs
Units from $24.99 per month
Penn Green Road & Rt. 41 Avondale, PA  Call 239-4624

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Local business ads
sponsor the printing of
our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION. y
% DANIEL E. MATTHEWS, DMD
WORK WITH PURPOSE. ) W& BRUCE E. MATTHEWS. DDS DO R
« Paid training ¢« Some travel G ¢ and C zie D D A O
e MARY KATHERINE MATTHEWS, DMD
vl o MATTHEWS DENTAL ASSOCIATES  Dedianic and Speciat
- - om s A fanity practive offeriny specially care, Weeds dohe ,
A\ Licensed « Bonded ¢ Insured (302) 326-1700 — Parish Members —
) .. 451 Hockessin Corner
Wanex Serving DE, PA & MD p {' a 5 0
WE Electrical Industrial - Commercial - Residential 'i Z' = R e 1779707 0 4.2440 J 04
S/ services, Inc. “Installing Tomorrows Tl DrMatthewsHocke 0
N Technologies Today” DrMatthe 0 099-8

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com  St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE  03-4128
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