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The Epiphany Of The Lord                                                          January 7, 2024             
From Fr. Joe... 
We hear about the visit of the Magi only in  
Matthew’s Gospel.  We know little about the Magi. 
They come from the East and journey to Bethlehem, 
following an astrological sign, so we believe them 
to be learned astrologers. We assume that there were 
three Magi based upon the naming of their three 
gifts that represent Christ’s identity.  Gold is for His 
kingship; incense is to adore His Godhead; Myrrh 
acknowledges His mortality and death. The Magi 
represent the universal search for a savior.  They 
also represent our search for Jesus. 
 
The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or 
“showing forth.” Historically several moments in 
Christ’s early life and ministry have been celebrated 
as “epiphanies,” including His birth in Bethlehem, 
the visit of the Magi, His baptism by John, and His 
first miracle at Cana.  These episodes point to Jesus’ 
true identity. 
 
Through the eyes of faith, we trust that the  
extraordinary is in the ordinary.  As great people of 
this world are often plainly dressed like everyone 
else, so the Son of Mary in His lowly dwelling and 
infant form was declared the Son of God, Prince of 
Peace by His star that guided the wise to Him.  Let 
us discover the greatness in the One who chose to 
come among us in our initial weakness.  The keen 
eye and spiritually heightened recognize Him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On this Epiphany, we wish to thank everyone who made our Christmas celebrations in the parish a  
wonderful season.  To those who ministered at the liturgies and those who decorated our surroundings, we 
are most appreciative.  To those who coordinated and those who participated in our charitable efforts these 
past weeks, we are humbly grateful.  To everyone who contributed in any way and supported us financially 
now and throughout the year, thank you very much.  May the blessing the Magi received in the presence of 
the Christ Child fill your hearts and homes with health, peace and joy throughout the New Year.   
God Bless You  
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Monday  Baptism of the Lord  January 8, 2024 
8:30 a.m.     Benjamin D. Kisielewski 
 
Tuesday         January 9, 2024  
8:30 a.m.     Jack Langseder      
                                
Wednesday    January 10, 2024  
8:30 a.m.    John Watson  
                                        
Thursday,      January 11, 2024 
8:30 a.m.    Rita McGrath 
 
Friday           January 12, 2024 
8:30 a.m.    Thomas Moran 
 
Saturday      January 13, 2024 
8:30 am         Tom Green 
                      Joseph Cofrancesco 
                      Living Intentions of Mary Ellen Gerard 
                      Willard Patrick Schneese 
                      Tom Green 
                      Roberta Smith 
 
5:00 p.m. Eric Adler       
                      
Sunday      January 14, 2024 
7:30 a.m.  Susan Schneider 
9:30 a.m.  James Hahn 
                 Parishioners 
11:30 a.m. Gaspare Drago 
                

In your charity, please pray for all who 
have gone before us and all the deceased 

of  
St. Mary of the Assumption.  

 
+Carmela Pala, wife of parishioner William Pala 

 

"Come and See” Men’s Retreat:  
Encountering Jesus Christ in Discipleship 
 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish welcomes 
all Men  for a 10-week retreat held Monday 
Evenings 7:30-9:00pm January 8th – March 
18th RSVP to Gregory.Vigliotta@gmail.com 
 
Inspired by the Spiritual Exercises of St.  
Ignatius, “Come and See” is a retreat for those 
who desire to deepen their relationship with 
God through daily prayer and reflection.  
Experience the movements of a discerning 
soul using the prayer methods, teachings and 
wisdom of St. Ignatius of Loyola. This Retreat 
is directed By Gregory Vigliotta, Spiritual  
Director and co-founder of Our Lady of the 
Way, An Ignatian Virtual Retreat Center 
at www.ourladyoftheway.org. 
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Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, where the Magi find the 
newborn king and offer him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 
In the spirit of the Magi, please put your gift in the St. Vincent dePaul 
Poor Box so that comfort and peace can once again be given to a 
newborn child. 

      HOUSE OF JOSEPH 
 

Can you sign up to make a meal for 13 Hungry Men? The Signup Genius is in place for 2024 with dates for 
volunteers to sign-up up to prepare meals for House of Joseph. Meals are prepared in your own home and 
delivered to St. Mary’s office kitchen by 9:15 Thursday morning. An assigned driver then takes the meal 
down to House of Joseph. We are imminently in need of meal providers for January, February and March. A 
meal consists of an entrée, salad, side dish, bread and dessert. You can provide the meal yourself or partner 
with friends. 
 

Please sign-up using this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080844a9a72ca5f58-house. If you and the 
signup genius do not get along, you are not alone!  
You can contact Marcia Berger at emcberger104@gmail.com and she can get you signed-up. Thank you! 

                     SOJOURNERS’ PLACE 
 

How about a sandwich? On the first Thursday of every month, St. Mary’s collects donations of sandwiches for  
Sojourners Place, a residential shelter in Wilmington which provides case managed programs for their  
residents to secure housing and employment. If you&#39;re able to make 10 - 14 sandwiches in your own 
home to donate to Sojourners’ Place, we could use your help!  Sandwiches would need to be dropped off to 
the St. Mary’s office vestibule by 9:15 a.m. on the first Thursday of the month. Not a sandwich maker? We  
also collect cleaning supplies, (laundry detergent, paper towels, toilet paper, etc) coffee, and individually  
packaged snacks.  
 
You can sign up to donate here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080844A9A72CA5F58-sojourners#/  
or contact Marcia Berger at emcberger104@gmail.com. Your generosity is always so greatly appreciated! 

SENSATIONAL CAMEOS - Part 2 
How important - as we might imagine - that we should be able to get that information from the pages of the New  
Testament for ourselves! If it was there, for instance, how could the Protestants maintain their attitude? Considering all, 
we might be tempted to complain that the Holy Ghost has throughout the Gospels been too sparing in His use of words; 
that He has mortified us with the scantiness of the descriptions of all those entrancing happenings. But we must reflect 
and realize that there is another aspect. Even with such severe condensation as has taken place, the book is as large as it 
probably could be in the practical sense. It is little enough read in its present length. What chance would it have if the 
book were twenty times its present size? But not twenty times, but rather a hundred times larger it would have to be, if it 
were to give adequate treatment to its stupefying subject - the adventures of Our God upon earth! You will recall St. 
John&#39;s saying that these are so wonderful that the world itself would not be able to contain the books that should be 
written. Supposing the New Testament were to give that detail which our hearts desire, you will realize 
that a formidable array of memoirs would be the result, a veritable library. Therefore, that extreme compression is  
necessary.  
 
There is this much to our advantage, however, that we are stimulated to exert our imagination so as to build up that  
skeleton account into something which may partially satisfy us. 
 
-from Mary Shall Reign by Frank Duff 
Submitted by the Legion of Mary 
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   Calendar 
 

Monday   January 8, 2024 
The Baptism of the Lord 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:30 a.m. Exposition, Adoration, Benediction (C) 
10:30 a.m. Adult Faith Formation meeting (J) 
6:00 p.m. Monday Evening PREP 
6:00 p.m.  Knights of Columbus Cardinal Gibbons  
                 Assembly Business meeting (CF) 
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803 Monthly meeting (M) 
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council meeting (J)                
Tuesday    January 9, 2024 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
10:00 a.m. Divine Will Prayer Group (CF) 
7:00 p.m. Adult Handbell Choir Rehearsal (C) 
Wednesday      January 10, 2024  
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
10:00 a.m. Ladies Guild meeting (M) 
12:30 p.m. Sages Monthly Luncheon (H) 
1:00 p.m. Holy Spirit Prayer Group meeting (CP) 
5:30 p.m. K of C Business meeting Rosary (CF) 
6:00 p.m. K of C Business meeting (CF) 
7:00 p.m. Ladies Auxiliary meeting (J)                                   
Thursday    January 11, 2024 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:00 a.m. Women’s Retreat Planning meeting (M) 
6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803 meeting (H) 
Friday   January 12, 2024   
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:00 a.m. Legion of Mary (CF) 
9:15 a.m. Mother’s Prayer group (CP) 
Saturday  January 13, 2024 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
3:30 p.m. Confessions (CP) 
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (C) 
Sunday   January 14, 2024 
7:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CF) 
OCIA Breaking Open the Word (J) 
11:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
12:30 p.m. Junior Praesidium (CF) 
1:00 p.m. Scheduled Baptisms (C) 
 

 
Parish Office Rooms: 

Coffee Run Room (CF), St. Mary Room (M) 
Chapel (CP), Church (C), St. John Room (J),  

Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS) 
 

Bulletin announcements due 2 weeks in advance 
Hall (H), Gathering 

Space (GS) 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Need a Ride???  
Fellow Parishioners!!! Do you occasionally need a ride to 
Church for Mass or perhaps elsewhere? As one of the  
service organizations of our parish, The Knights of  
Columbus may be able to help.  Contact, John Ryan,  
Community Director for the council. You may contact him 
at, 302-507-7915.  
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Helping you stay  
socially connected! 

 
Join us every Sunday for the 

9:30 a.m. Mass Live-streamed 
http://www.youtube.com/c/smachurch 

 

Catholic Cemeteries 
 

All Saints 302-737-2524 
Cathedral 302-656-3323 

Gate of Heaven 302-732-3690 
 

Sages of St. Mary's January 
 Luncheon and Trip Sign-ups  
  
The Sages of St. Mary's is a fun group of people 
who get together for luncheons and travel events 
throughout the year.  Please join us at our next 
luncheon on Wednesday January 10th at 
12:30pm in the Parish Hall. There will be  
important announcements about trip sign-ups so 
you won't want to miss it!  The Sages  
membership is open to all parish members 50 
years of age and older.  A request of $8.00 per 
person at each luncheon is very much appreciat-
ed.  We welcome donations of favorite desserts to 
our table.  Happy New Year and we look forward 
to seeing you on January 10th  
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Katherine Amaya, Independent Consultant
210-240-0644

www.pamperedchef.com/pws/katherineamaya
Book a Party Today! I bring the Food & Drinks.
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Tree, Shrub and Tree, Shrub and 
Lawn Professionals.Lawn Professionals.

302-654-0224302-654-0224
davey.comdavey.com

Newark
Dental Associates

Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS

Kwan Ngai, DDS

344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711
302-737-5170 • newarkdental.com

Residential 
Commercial

Industrial
(302) 994-3400

Trouble shooting and Repairs • Electrical Up-grades
(302) 994-5400

Security - Surveillance Systems - Fire Alarms - Access Control
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