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  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                                          January 14, 2024              
 

From Fr. Joe… 
In today’s gospel, Jesus begins to gather followers after being baptized by John the 
Baptist.  The first followers sought out Jesus because of the testimony and witness of 
John the Baptist.  John pointed out to Jesus and called Him “the Lamb of God”.  This 
title recalled key themes from the Old Testament alluding to the paschal lamb of-
fered as a sacrifice when God freed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.  In using this 
name for Jesus, John the Baptist predicts Jesus’ sacrificial passion and death in 
atonement for sin.  
 
Jesus’ first two followers initially followed John the Baptist.  After hearing John’s  
testimony, they became followers of Jesus believing Jesus was the Messiah.  Jesus 
asks Andrew and the other disciple, “What are you looking for?” This is a telling  
question, and one that we might often ask of ourselves.  
 
In faith, Christ is not simply the one in whom we follow.  He is the one with whom 
we are united precisely in order to believe.  Faith does not merely gaze at Jesus, but 
sees things as Jesus Himself sees them.  Just like the first disciples trusted John the 
Baptist as knowledgeable about salvation in Jesus, Jesus is the One who makes God 
known to us.  We are looking for redemption, divine revelation, leadership in 
grace.  We believe Jesus when we accept His Word, His testimony, because He is  
truly the Son of God.  Finding what we are looking for in Jesus...we follow Him. 
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Monday           January 15, 2024 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 
8:30 a.m.     John Bishop 
 
Tuesday         January 16, 2024  
8:30 a.m.    Susan Schneider      
                                
Wednesday    January 17, 2024  
8:30 a.m.      Mitchell Slivinski  
                                        
Thursday,      January 18, 2024 
8:30 a.m.      Edward McKeown 
 
Friday           January 19, 2024 
8:30 a.m.      Edward McKeown 
 
Saturday      January 20, 2024 
8:30 am         Tom Green 
                      Mary A. Popp 
 Healing for Elizabeth Etim Antonina Puszkarczuk 
                      Robert Dawson 
                      Joseph Chaz 
                      Barbara Eklund 
 
5:00 p.m. David Grigsby       
                      
Sunday      January 21, 2024 
7:30 a.m.  Kathleen (Cathy) Perry 
9:30 a.m.  Kathleen Perry 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
                

In your charity, please pray for all who 
have gone before us and all the deceased 

of  
St. Mary of the Assumption.  

 
+Bernard V. Kenny, Jr., husband of  

parishioner Margaret Kenny 
 
 

The results of the Trustee Election held 
on January 3, 2024 at the 8:30 a.m, 

Mass are  
Lewis Shumaker & Gordon Slivinski. 
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In the Gospel today, Jesus asks “What are you looking for?” Often, we are looking for 
happiness in very selfish ways, but we find that when we look for ways to make others 
happy, it is then that we truly become happy. 
 
As you place your gift in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul poor box or make a gift 
on the St. Mary’s website (smachurch.com), know that you are a sign of God’s love 
to those who are suffering, and you give them reason to believe and to trust. 

      HOUSE OF JOSEPH 
 

Can you sign up to make a meal for 13 Hungry Men? The Signup Genius is in place for 2024 with dates for 
volunteers to sign-up up to prepare meals for House of Joseph. Meals are prepared in your own home and 
delivered to St. Mary’s office kitchen by 9:15 Thursday morning. An assigned driver then takes the meal 
down to House of Joseph. We are imminently in need of meal providers for January, February and March. A 
meal consists of an entrée, salad, side dish, bread and dessert. You can provide the meal yourself or partner 
with friends. 
 

Please sign-up using this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080844a9a72ca5f58-house. If you and the 
signup genius do not get along, you are not alone!  
You can contact Marcia Berger at emcberger104@gmail.com and she can get you signed-up. Thank you! 

                     SOJOURNERS’ PLACE 
 

How about a sandwich? On the first Thursday of every month, St. Mary’s collects donations of sandwiches 
for Sojourners Place, a residential shelter in Wilmington which provides case managed programs for their  
residents to secure housing and employment. If you&#39;re able to make 10 - 14 sandwiches in your own 
home to donate to Sojourners’ Place, we could use your help!  Sandwiches would need to be dropped off to 
the St. Mary’s office vestibule by 9:15 a.m. on the first Thursday of the month. Not a sandwich maker? We  
also collect cleaning supplies, (laundry detergent, paper towels, toilet paper, etc) coffee, and individually  
packaged snacks.  
 
You can sign up to donate here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080844A9A72CA5F58-sojourners#/  
or contact Marcia Berger at emcberger104@gmail.com. Your generosity is always so greatly appreciated! 

Next Saturday, January 13th, tune-in to hear an interview with Father James Loughran, SA, Director 
of the Graymoor Ecumenical & Interreligious Institute and learn about the Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity and the cause for canonization of their founder, Father Paul Wattson, who was born on 
Maryland’s Eastern Shore.   Catholic Forum airs on Saturday afternoons at 1:30 on Relevant Radio 
640. You can listen online anytime at cdow.org/CatholicForum, or by searching “Catholic Forum” on 
Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, or Amazon Music podcasts.  You can see videos of select interviews at 
YouTube.com/DioceseofWilm. For photos, information regarding upcoming guests, links and more, 
“Like” Catholic Forum on Facebook at facebook.com/CatholicForum @CatholicForum.  



                                                       January 14, 2024 



 

6  

   Calendar 
 

Monday   January 15, 2024 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
Parish office closed 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
 
Tuesday    January 16, 2024 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
10:00 a.m. Divine Will Prayer Group (CF) 
 
Wednesday      January 17, 2024  
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
10:00 a.m. Ladies Guild meeting (M) 
11:00 a.m. Adult Faith Formation Committee meeting (J) 
1:30 p.m.  Cemetery Committee meeting (J) 
 
Thursday    January 18, 2024 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:00 a.m. Women’s Retreat Planning meeting (M) 
 
Friday   January 19, 2024   
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:00 a.m. Legion of Mary (CF) 
9:15 a.m. Mother’s Prayer group (CP) 
 
Saturday  January 20, 2024 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
10:00 a.m. First Reconciliation Service (CP) 
3:30 p.m. Confessions (CP) 
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (C) 
6:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Chili Cook Off (H) 
 
Sunday   January 21, 2024 
7:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CF) 
OCIA Breaking Open the Word (J) 
11:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
12:30 p.m. Junior Praesidium (CF) 
 

 
Parish Office Rooms: 

Coffee Run Room (CF), St. Mary Room (M) 
Chapel (CP), Church (C), St. John Room (J),  

Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS) 
 

Bulletin announcements due 2 weeks in advance 
Hall (H), Gathering 
Space (GS) 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                 
 
 

Need a Ride???  
Fellow Parishioners!!! Do you occasionally need a ride to 
Church for Mass or perhaps elsewhere? As one of the  
service organizations of our parish, The Knights of  
Columbus may be able to help.  Contact, John Ryan,  
Community Director for the council. You may contact him 
at, 302-507-7915.  
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Helping you stay  
socially connected! 

 
Join us every Sunday for the 

9:30 a.m. Mass Live-streamed 
http://www.youtube.com/c/smachurch 

 

Catholic Cemeteries 
All Saints 302-737-2524 
Cathedral 302-656-3323 

Gate of Heaven 302-732-3690 

Tens of thousands of couples have healed their 
marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Ret-
ro-vy).  If you know anyone who could benefit 
from this program, please pass this on.  Couples 
learn to build communication skills and to in-
crease intimacy.  It provides help for marriage 
problems, difficulties, or crises.   

The next program will be held February 16 - 
18, 2024 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, 
PA.  For more information, or to register, vis-
it www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-
3944 or 800-470-2230.  All inquiries are strictly 
confidential. 

RETROUVAILLE:  REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN 
YOUR MARRIAGE   



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE 03-4128

Katherine Amaya, Independent Consultant
210-240-0644

www.pamperedchef.com/pws/katherineamaya
Book a Party Today! I bring the Food & Drinks.



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE 03-4128

Tree, Shrub and Tree, Shrub and 
Lawn Professionals.Lawn Professionals.

302-654-0224302-654-0224
davey.comdavey.com

Newark
Dental Associates

Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS

Kwan Ngai, DDS

344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711
302-737-5170 • newarkdental.com

Residential 
Commercial

Industrial
(302) 994-3400

Trouble shooting and Repairs • Electrical Up-grades
(302) 994-5400

Security - Surveillance Systems - Fire Alarms - Access Control
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