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ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION

7200 Lancaster Pike ® Hockessin, DE 19707 e (302) 239-7100

CELEBRATION OF MASS

Monday - Friday: 8:30 am e Saturday: 8:30 am, 5:00pm e Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am & 11:30 am

Live streamed Mass Sunday at 9:30 Am on
St. Mary's website: www. smachurch.com

PASTOR: VERY REV. JOSEPH ]. PIEKARSKI, V.F.

Associate Pastor: Rev. John Enemuo
Weekend Assistant: Rev. James B. Smith
Deacons: John Giacci, Larry Brecht, Joseph Jackson,
Joseph LoPorto, Larry Morris

PARISH OFFICE STAFF

Daniel DiGiacobbe, Business Manager ext. 11
Annette Fad, Parish Secretary ext. 33
Sandy Fiscella, Director of Religious Ed. ext. 18
Flora Giacci, Receptionist ext. 10
Deacon John Giacci, Director of Liturgy ext. 32
Matthew Jewell, Director of Music ext. 16
Cindy Krebs, Director of Preschool ext. 34
Denise Troise, Bookkeeper ext. 14

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

PREP: Grades 1 through 8 e Confirmation: Grade 9
Sandy Fiscella, DRE (302) 239-7100, ext. 18.

ST. MARY’S PRESCHOOL

Ages 2 through Pre-K.
Cindy Krebs, Director (302) 239-7100, ext. 34.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:30 pm or by appointment.

BAPTISM

During a Mass or Sunday afternoon at 1:00 pm.
Baptisms are scheduled the second
and fourth Sundays of the month.
Baptism classes are every other month.
Please call Parish Secretary for details
(302) 239-7100 ext. 33.

MARRIAGE

Contact Parish Secretary before a wedding date is finalized.
The diocese requires one year of preparation.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Contact the Parish Office, (302) 239-7100.

ST. PATRICK’'S CEMETERY
Contact Daniel DiGiacobbe (302) 239-7100, ext. 11.

Telephone: (302) 239-7100 o Fax: (302) 239-8219 e Web Site: www.smachurch.com
Office Hours: Weekdays 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (Office closed for lunch from 12:30pm to 1:30 pm)



Third Sunday in Ordinary Time January 21, 2024
From Fr. Joe...

As mentioned last week in John’s Gospel, it was more typical of first-century rabbinical schools for
students to seek out rabbis, asking to be their disciples. In Mark’s Gospel today, Jesus breaks with
this tradition and invites His disciples to learn from Him.

Jesus is said to have first called four fishermen—Simon, Andrew, James, and John. Simon and An-
drew are brothers. Jesus promises that he will make them “fishers of men.” James and John are also
brothers. They left their fishing, their boat, their father and followed Jesus.

We can only begin to imagine what Jesus’ presence must have been like to invoke such a response
in these first disciples. While a few of us might relate to such a radical conversion, many of us would
find such a sudden change in ourselves or in another person unsettling. There are few things for
which we would willingly drop everything. And yet this is the immediacy with which these first disci-
ples responded to Jesus.

Jesus is a person of action, and events occur in rapid succession. There is no time to waste. We
see this in today’s Gospel. Time is of the essence; the fishermen immediately put aside their liveli-
hood to become Jesus’ disciples. The Kingdom of God is here and now. The time of fulfillment is at
hand.

How might our life change if we understood the Kingdom of God to be as important and immediate in
our lives? Ask God to help you experience the Kingdom of God with such immediacy. The Call to en-
ter the Kingdom of God began when Jesus entered the world. It is now in the present moment and
requires immediate action. What are we waiting for?
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Masa
< Schedule

Monday January 22, 2024
8:30 a.m. John K. Truitt
Tuesday January 23, 2024

8:30 a.m. Howard Bowers

Wednesday January 24, 2024

8:30 a.m. John K. Truitt
Thursday, January 25, 2024
8:30 a.m. John K. Truitt
Friday January 26, 2024

8:30 a.m. Robert Nappi

Saturday  January 27, 2024

8:30 am  Mark Christmyer
Alexander Trolio
Marco & Bertha Andrade
Anna Zebrowski
Brian Sharkey
Joan Osterlof

5:00 p.m. Parishioners

Sunday  January 28, 2024
7:30 a.m. Christopher Fortugno
9:30 a.m. Ed McKeown

11:30 a.m. Mary Rita Brady

World Day of Consecrated Life

The diocese will commemorate World Day of
Consecrated Life on Saturday February 3, 2024
at 5:00 PM Mass at Holy Family Parish, 15
Gender Road, Newark, Delaware. Bishop Koenig
will preside at the parish liturgy where the Reli-
gious will renew their vowed commitments to a
life of prayer and service. Laity are invited to litur-
gy. This experience is a witness to the people of
the parish of their dedication to their vocations.

Y In your charity, please pray for all
who have gone before us and
all the deceased of
St. Mary of the Assumption.

+Monica Lipka, parishioner

Please Note:
For parishioners who need Gluten Free
Host please go to the priest
at communion.

THE PICTURE OF GOD&#39;S HUMAN
LIFE — Part 1

Having said that much and thus relieved our
sense of disappointment, we must admit that
the question of detail is secondary. The terrific
consideration is that in the pages of the
Gospel we have the moving picture of the life
of Our Lord, that is the human life of God. In
that little volume is the tale of the realization of
all the prophecies and expectations of man-
kind from the Fall to the advent of the Re-
deemer. The Incarnation; the coming of the
Messiah, looked forward to during all those
thousands of years; God Himself made a
Baby; the birth of that Baby - Why!

Even after the lapse of so great time the
yearly celebration by the liturgy of those
events is able to thrill us to our depths!

That Babe grows up; passes through the
years of boyhood and becomes a Man. Then,
as if by the pulling of a switch, He is thrown
into His mission, and the events of those three
revolutionary years begin to enact
themselves, culminating in Passiontide and its
awful conclusion. Then you have the sequel of
Easter, Ascension, Pentecost and the Church,
all so graphically, so captivatingly, so
compellingly set out.

-from Mary Shall Reign by Frank Duff
Submitted by the Legion of Mary

You are invited! Catholic Schools Week
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 28,
2024

10:20 am- 1:00 pm

Take a tour, meet the staff, pick up registration information!
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In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus says: “Come after me, and | will make you fishers of
men.” As disciples, we are called to continue God’s work on earth. Taking care of
God’s poor is indeed living gospel values.

This past month, through your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to
assist 27 families, providing $5,000 in food, utility, rent and other bills. May God
Bless You!

Listen to Catholic Forum each week. Next Saturday, January 27", hear an interview with Scott
Wilson, principal of Saints Peter and Paul High School in Easton, Maryland and learn about that ter-
rific school and how they are planning to celebrate Catholic Schools Week. You can listen online
anytime at cdow.org/CatholicForum, or by searching “Catholic Forum” on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRa-
dio, or Amazon Music podcasts. You can see videos of select interviews at YouTube.com/
DioceseofWilm. For photos, information regarding upcoming guests, links and more, “Like” Catholic
Forum on Facebook at facebook.com/CatholicForum @CatholicForum.

. - ]
Good News

from the i
Office of Communications 45@23;,

HOUSE OF JOSEPH

Can you sign up to make a meal for 13 Hungry Men? The Signup Genius is in place for 2024 with dates for
volunteers to sign-up up to prepare meals for House of Joseph. Meals are prepared in your own home and
delivered to St. Mary’s office kitchen by 9:15 Thursday morning. An assigned driver then takes the meal
down to House of Joseph. We are imminently in need of meal providers for January, February and March. A
meal consists of an entrée, salad, side dish, bread and dessert. You can provide the meal yourself or partner
with friends.

Please sign-up using this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080844a9a72ca5f58-house. If you and the

signup genius do not get along, you are not alone!
You can contact Marcia Berger at emcberger104@gmail.com and she can get you signed-up. Thank you!

SOJOURNERS’ PLACE

How about a sandwich? On the first Thursday of every month, St. Mary’s collects donations of sandwiches
for Sojourners Place, a residential shelter in Wilmington which provides case managed programs for their
residents to secure housing and employment. If you are able to make 10 - 14 sandwiches in your own home
to donate to Sojourners’ Place, we could use your help! Sandwiches would need to be dropped off to the St.
Mary’s office vestibule by 9:15 a.m. on the first Thursday of the month. Not a sandwich maker? We

also collect cleaning supplies, (laundry detergent, paper towels, toilet paper, etc) coffee, and individually
packaged snacks.

You can sign up to donate here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080844A9A72CA5F58-sojourners#/
or contact Marcia Berger at emcberger104@gmail.com. Your generosity is always so greatly appreciated!
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Readings for the week of
January 21, 2024

Sunday:
Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (4a)/
1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20

Monday:
2 Sm 5:1-7,10/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26/
Mk 3:22-30

Tuesday:
2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/
Mk 3:31-35

Wednesday:
2 Sm 7:4-17/Ps 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30/
Mk 4:1-20

Thursday:
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc,
2/Mk 16:15-18

Friday:
2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3,
7-8a, 10/Mk 4:26-34

Saturday:
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/
Mk 4:35-41

Next Sunday:
Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 (8)/
1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2024

Worship & Meditation

Gospel Meditation
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

We start telling lies around the age of three, the experts tell us.
It’s understandable. Lying is a god-like power. Whatever | want, |
need only say it, and the world rearranges itself accordingly. It’s
amazing at first. But soon reality snaps back and I'm faced with
a dilemma. If | remain committed to my lie | start to fracture into
pieces. My words and reality drift apart, and | find myself lost in
a lonely world of further falsehoods and fear of being found out.

How marvelous, then, that Jesus begins his ministry by
proclaiming: “Repent!” We tend to think it means “stop doing
bad things” but it doesn’t. It literally means “go beyond the
mind you have.” Think in a new way. It’s painful to admit, but
some portion of my mind is addicted to lie-telling, usually to
protect my ego or make life easier. To repent means to admit
this tendency, to say, “I'm done lying,” and to move beyond my
split mind into a complete commitment to the truth. Perhaps
that’s why at Mass we together proclaim, “l have sinned in my
thoughts, and in my words...” Repentance and truth-telling
work together.

Those who know the twelve-step process of addiction recovery
know this process well. The fourth step requires radical truth-
telling: listing our moral defects. This isn’t being scrupulous.
Rather it is freedom from falsehood, and entrance into the real
world. This week, | invite you to join me in this practice. Get your
phone or piece of paper. Answer the question: what are your
true moral defects? Write them down. Remember, the Lord
knows them already and loves you. We have a sacrament where
this truth-telling is celebrated: Confession. Perhaps it is finally
time to go beyond our childish lies.

— Father John Muir

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ©LPi
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Celebrating Wedding Anniversary Mass
with Bishop William E. Koenig

Bishop William E. Koenig invites all couples
celebrating their 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th,
35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, wedding anniversary, or
any anniversary beyond 50th, to the annual
Wedding Anniversary Mass being held on World
Marriage Sunday, February 11, 2024, at 1:00 pm
at St. Margaret of Scotland Church in Newark,
DE. Reservations are required by February 2,
2024. Bishop Koenig will be available for photos
with interested couples beginning at 12:00 pm and
again after the Mass. If you would like to have a
photo taken with Bishop Koenig, please arrive at
12:00 pm or plan to stay after Mass.

Questions may be referred to the Office for
Marriage and Family Life at 302-295-0657 or by
emailing OMFL@cdow.org. Registration can be
completed by using the following link — Wedding
Anniversary Mass Registration-2024 (wufoo.com)

Calendar

Monday January 22, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

11:00 a.m. Finance Council meeting (J)
6:00 p.m. Monday Evening PREP
Tuesday January 23, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)
10:00 a.m. Divine Will Prayer Group (CF)
Wednesday  January 24, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:00 a.m. Sages Committee meeting (CF)
10:00 a.m. Ladies Guild meeting (M)
Thursday January 25, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:30 a.m. Legion of Mary Special meeting (CF)
6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803 meeting (H)
Friday January 26, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:00 a.m. 2024 Women'’s Retreat Set-up (M)
9:00 a.m. Legion of Mary (CF)

9:15 a.m. Mother’s Prayer group (CP)
Saturday January 27, 2024

8:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:00 a.m. 2024 Women'’s Retreat (M)
3:30 p.m. Confessions (CP)

5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (C)

Sunday January 28, 2024

Catholic Cemeteries

All Saints 302-737-2524
Cathedral 302-656-3323
Gate of Heaven 302-732-3690

Need a Ride???

Fellow Parishioners!!! Do you occasionally need a ride to
Church for Mass or perhaps elsewhere? As one of the
service organizations of our parish, The Knights of
Columbus may be able to help. Contact, John Ryan,
Community Director for the council. You may contact him
at, 302-507-7915.

Helping you stay
socially connected!

Join us every Sunday for the
9:30 a.m. Mass Live-streamed
http://www.youtube.com/c¢c/smachurch
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7:30 a.m. Mass (C)

9:30 a.m. Mass (C)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CF)

OCIA Breaking Open the Word (J)

11:00 a.m. Pre-school Open House (H)

11:30 a.m. Mass (C)

12:30 p.m. Legion of Mary Junior Praesidium (CF)
1:00 p.m. Scheduled Baptisms (C)

Parish Rooms:
Coffee Run Room (CF), St. Mary Room (M)
Chapel (CP), Church (C), St. John Room (J),
Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS)

Bulletin announcements due 2 weeks in advance

[

\‘l‘

St Mary of the Assumption Quireach
Valentines For Veteransy

QUTREACH IS NOW COLLECTING DONATIONS FOR OUR
VETERANS FOR VALENTINES DAY.

WE ARE ACCEPTING NEW AND USED BOOKS (NO MANUALS),
CANNED FOOD INCLUDING SOUP, CANNED TUNA,
CANNED BEANS, INSTANT MACARONI AND CHEESE

PLEASE DROP OFF YOUR DONATIONS IN THE BOX LOCATED IN
THE GATHERING SPACE.

ALL ITEMS ARE DUE BY WEDNESDAY 2-14-2024

&K B—C0——7D




Shericdan Ford and NISSaR is PROUD TO BE ONE Place Your Ad Here and

OF THE PREMIER DEALERSHIPS IN THE AREA.

_— — o
From the momenl you walk into our Sho“ room, you ]] lumw our commitment to Custome1 Service is s.e!cond to none. su pport our Parlsh!

‘Whether you need to Purchuse = =
ESSS———  Fjnance, or Service a New or 7 \ Insta nt]y create and
b Pre-Owned Nissan, = ; o
= you’ve come to the right place. \ purchase an ad W[th
Call today 866-335-0302 I
for smu No-Ol Ilgatlon Internet Price &5
from our Inernet Department.

-HEMDAN

| If You lee Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
N 911 [<CJll v Ambutance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! & = {oprf ]

LU RNV YNl  Police v'Fire  FpEE shipping Solutions as Low as

ey Ml v Friends/Family FrEE Activation $ 1 9 95 \
302-658-7200 =4\ NO Long Term Contracts amonth ®

1700 N. Rodney Street, 1st Flr.
Wilmington, DE 19806

www.healthysmilesofdelaware.com

E Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedA/ert EASY Set-up, NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN!

Have our bulletin
emailed to you,
every week,

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide , Visit www.parishesonline.com

J. MICHAEL FAY, DDS, PA
MARK C. DELLOSE, DMID ROBERT G. HAHN, DDS

One Free Month Preventive and General Dentistry
For Adults & Children ¢ New Patients Welcome
irishioners -

\[eNR TR T Nee) el 8l 3105 Limestone Rd., Ste. 304, Wilmington, DE
. 302.998.2244 + www.pikecreeksmiles.com Pari
Price Guarantee

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

I \
This Button SAVES leesl "

fum ey ’ } - cALLNowW! 800.809.3352 cps Tracking wiall Detection . |-

FREE

AD DESIGN

with purchase
of this space

CALL
800-477-4574

pamperedfcheﬁ

Katherine Amaya, Independent Consultant

210-240-0644

www.pamperedchef.com/pws/katherineamaya
Book a Party Today! | bring the Food & Drinks.

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Local business ads
sponsor the printing of
our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

Easy Self Installation

Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 CHANDLER

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY
Hockessin | Wi]mington 1 302-478-7100

VICTOR L. GREGORY, JR., DMD, MAGD - Parishioner
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

i Iy New Patients Welcomed

WY 302.239.1827

5301 Limestone Rd., Suite 211
Wilmington, DE 19808

www.victorgregorydmd.com

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com  St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE  03-4128




In your Eﬁarm, piease

consider a donation to
The Little Sisters of the Poor

Jeanne Jugan Residence
185 Salem Church Road
. Newark, Delaware 19713

Sponsored by a friend.

Limestone & Milltown Rds. 302-654-3005
Slmply Clean by Ana, LLC g 2509 LimesTONE Roap, WiLminGTon, DE 19808

Home & Office Cleaning - Hockessin DE 7th & Broom St. 302-652-5913
(757) 535-1996 Q 703 NortH BrROOM STREET, WiLMINGTON, DE 19808

Ana & Donald Finch, Parishioners « Fully Insured & Bonded
www.mealeyfuneralhomes.com

i

=, FR Homewatch “HIGHMARK

_ x i : Schedule
AD D CareCiivers:| e options your
i i mammogram
N Let our family care for yours.™ G et tOdGYI

Jim & Paulette Nacchia, Parishioners

,.!‘w' A : 1- _672-9647 ‘,'
'} 800-4 A574 www.homewatchcaregivers.com SC reened. 888 6 96 ‘o

Y of Phone: (302) 442-4260
302-654-0224
davey.com
< . : Proven Solutions for a Growing World
M € al F U o LE Tree, Shrub and
Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner \ LLawn Professionals.
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS /)
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS - Rl Soerserctis o, ssgers Mgl e, s Corry
Kuan Ngai#DDS B e e el N < poor
or its affiliate companies. insurance pro luCts issue Yy lassachusetts jutual Life
344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711 omoanas SoC L o st o or sovie it oL MU m OUR PAR
302-737-5170 « newarkdental.com N Prse St 9@1.ggg%yr‘vad.%2d1 i S U AN P
. . Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
DELCOLLO ELECTR’ C. ReS | d e ntl al D ELCOLLO SECUR' Ty & of the Sea of the United States of America
H & Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
(302) 994-3400 Commercial (302) 994-5400 |
- - & Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
. . , i Yi eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
Trouble shooting and Repairs * Electrical Up-grades Industrial Security - Surveillance Systems - Fire Alarms - Access Control | www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

PENN GREEN STORAGE

“For All Your Storage Needs”
Including Boats & RVs
Units from $24.99 per month
Penn Green Road & Rt. 41 Avondale, PA  Call 239-4624

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Local business ads
sponsor the printing of
our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION. y
% DANIEL E. MATTHEWS, DMD
WORK WITH PURPOSE. ) W& BRUCE E. MATTHEWS. DDS DO R
« Paid training ¢« Some travel G ¢ and C zie D D A O
e MARY KATHERINE MATTHEWS, DMD
vl o MATTHEWS DENTAL ASSOCIATES  Dedianic and Speciat
- - om s A fanity practive offeriny specially care, Weeds dohe ,
A\ Licensed « Bonded ¢ Insured (302) 326-1700 — Parish Members —
) .. 451 Hockessin Corner
Wanex Serving DE, PA & MD p {' a 5 0
WE Electrical Industrial - Commercial - Residential 'i Z' = R e 1779707 0 4.2440 J 04
S/ services, Inc. “Installing Tomorrows Tl DrMatthewsHocke 0
N Technologies Today” DrMatthe 0 099-8

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com  St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin, DE  03-4128
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