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From Fr. Joe… 
 
Today’s Gospel from Mark describes what some believe was likely to have been a typical day in Jesus’  
ministry. Jesus and the disciples that chose to follow Him arrive at Capernaum, a small village on the Sea of 
Galilee. Jesus teaches in the synagogue on the Sabbath. Mark reports that the people respond to Jesus’  
teaching with astonishment, noting Jesus’ authority and contrasting it with the scribes. 
 
After Jesus’ preaching, an even more astonishing thing happens. A man possessed with an unclean spirit calls 
out to Jesus. As we see in this example and throughout Mark’s Gospel, the spirits and demons seem to know 
Jesus and are often fearful of Him.  Jesus’ ability to heal those possessed by demons is an indication of his 
power over evil.  The people who heard Jesus teach and saw him heal in today’s Gospel were said to have 
been astonished and amazed by the authority of His teaching. So compelling were Jesus’ words and actions 
that the news about Him could not be contained; it spread quickly throughout all of Galilee. 
 
Two thousand years later, the news about Jesus continues to spread. We are called to participate in sharing the 
Good News of Jesus with others in our words and in our deeds.  What did the people who saw and heard Jesus 
find so amazing?  Today, what can we name as modern examples of people in whom we have seen the power 
and authority of God at work? 

Flowers at the Virgin Mary shrine in memory of Joseph & Victoria Piekarski  



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Monday           January 29, 2024 
8:30 a.m.     Robert Nappi 
 
Tuesday         January 30, 2024  
8:30 a.m.    Robert Nappi      
                                
Wednesday    January 31, 2024  
8:30 a.m.     Raymond Radulski  
                                        
Thursday,      February 1, 2024 
8:30 a.m.     George Taylor  
 
Friday           February 2, 2024 
8:30 a.m.    George Taylor 
 
Saturday      February 3, 2024 
8:30 am     Vincent & Rosa Carpio 
                   Marcos & Bertha Andrade 
                   Hilda Andrade 
                   Marie C. Thomas 
                   Geneva Turner 
                   Living Intention of Robert Mullin 
 
5:00 p.m. David Grigsby       
                      
Sunday      February 4, 2024 
7:30 a.m.  Diane Knystautas 
                 Parishioners 
9:30 a.m.  John K. Truitt 
11:30 a.m. Ed McKeown 
                

In your charity, please pray for all 
 who have gone before us and  

all the deceased of  
St. Mary of the Assumption.  

 
 
 

+James J. Castello, husband of  
parishioner Frances Castello 

 
 

Please Note: 
For parishioners who need Gluten Free Host 

please go to the priest at communion. 

St. Mary of the Assumption Food Drive 
Souper Bowl MONETARY and FOOD collection is  
February 10th and 11th.   
        
We will accept all monetary donations you are willing to  
provide. Unfortunately, many organizations prefer mon-
ey rather than goods due to losing storage facilities.   
NON-perishable items will be accepted.  Checks make  
payable to Coffee Run Knights of Columbus and can be 
delivered to church office or mailed to PO Box 595,  
Hockessin De 19707. CREDIT CARDS ONLINE at 
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/CouncilNews.asp?
CNO=6768#18655 More information at 
WWW.KOFC6768.ORG OR WWW.SMAchurch.com 
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February 3rd, Saturday, is the feast of Saint 
Blaise.  According to tradition, he was a  
bishop in present day Turkey.  During a period 
of persecution, Blaise was imprisoned and  
before his martyrdom healed a small boy who 
was choking from a fishbone.  The blessing of 
throats on his feast day, became the  
custom.  We will bless throats after the 8:30 
Mass on Saturday morning and after the 5 
p.m. evening Mass that same day.  



 

        
HOUSE OF JOSEPH 
 

Can you sign up to make a meal for 13 Hungry 
Men? The Signup Genius is in place for 2024 with 
dates for volunteers to sign-up up to prepare 
meals for House of Joseph. Meals are prepared in 
your own home and delivered to St. Mary’s office 
kitchen by 9:15 Thursday morning. An assigned 
driver then takes the meal down to House of Jo-
seph. We are imminently in need of meal provid-
ers for January, February and March. A meal con-
sists of an entrée, salad, side dish, bread and des-
sert. You can provide the meal yourself or partner 
with friends. 
 

Please sign-up using this link: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080844a9a72ca5f58-
house. If you and the signup genius do not get 
along, you are not alone!  
You can contact Marcia Berger at em-
cberger104@gmail.com and she can get you 
signed-up. Thank you! 

                      
SOJOURNERS’ PLACE 
 

How about a sandwich? On the first Thursday of every 
month, St. Mary’s collects donations of sandwiches for 
Sojourners Place, a residential shelter in Wilmington 
which provides case managed programs for their  
residents to secure housing and employment. If you are 
able to make 10 - 14 sandwiches in your own home to 
donate to Sojourners’ Place, we could use your 
help!  Sandwiches would need to be dropped off to the 
St. Mary’s office vestibule by 9:15 a.m. on the first 
Thursday of the month. Not a sandwich maker? We  
also collect cleaning supplies, (laundry detergent, paper 
towels, toilet paper, etc) coffee, and individually  
packaged snacks.  
 
You can sign up to donate here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080844A9A72CA5F58-
sojourners#/  
or contact Marcia Berger 
at emcberger104@gmail.com. Your generosity is  
always so greatly appreciated! 

 Listen to Catholic Forum each week.  Next Saturday, February 
3rd, tune in to hear an interview with Lisa Ritchie, Program Man-
ager of Catholic Charities Behavioral Health Services. Catholic 
Forum airs on Saturday afternoons at 1:30 on Relevant Radio 
640. You can listen online anytime at cdow.org/CatholicForum, 
or by searching “Catholic Forum” on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, 
or Amazon Music podcasts.  You can see videos of select inter-
views at YouTube.com/DioceseofWilm. For photos, information 
regarding upcoming guests, links and more, “Like” Catholic Fo-
rum on Facebook at facebook.com/
CatholicForum @CatholicForum.  

In the Gospel today we read that because Jesus spoke with authority his reputation 
spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. As his disciples, we can also 
speak with authority when we put our faith into actions by helping the poor and suf-
fering. 
Have you considered answering the call to serve the poor by joining the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul? If so, please contact Mercedes Diaz at 
mcdiaz1992@gmail.com. 
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World Day of Consecrated Life 
The diocese will commemorate World Day of Consecrated Life on Saturday, February 3, 2024 
at 5:00 p.m. Mass at Holy Family Parish, 15 Gender Road, Newark, DE.  Bishop Koenig will 
preside at the parish liturgy where the Religious will renew their vowed commitments to life 
of prayer and service. Laity are invited to liturgy.   
This experience is a witness to the people of the parish of the their dedication to their  
vocations 
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   Calendar 
 

Monday   January 29, 2024 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
10:30 a.m. Adult Faith Formation meeting (J) 
6:00 p.m. Monday Evening PREP 
Tuesday    January 30, 2024 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
10:00 a.m. Divine Will Prayer Group (CF) 
Wednesday      January 31, 2024  
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
10:00 a.m. Ladies Guild meeting (M) 
6:30 p.m. First Communion Parent meeting (M) 
Thursday    February 1, 2024 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 803 meeting (H) 
7:00 p.m. Baptism Pre-Jordan Class (CF) 
Friday   February 2, 2024   
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:00 a.m. Legion of Mary (CF) 
9:15 a.m. Mother’s Prayer group (CP) 
Saturday  February 3, 2024 
Knights of Columbus Recruiting Weekend (GS) 
8:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
3:30 p.m. Confessions (CP) 
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (C) 
Sunday   February 4, 2024 
Knights of Columbus Recruiting Weekend (GS) 
7:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
9:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CF) 
OCIA Breaking Open the Word (J) 
11:30 a.m. Mass (C) 
12:30 p.m. Legion of Mary Junior Praesidium (CF) 
 

Parish Rooms: 
Coffee Run Room (CF), St. Mary Room (M) 

Chapel (CP), Church (C), St. John Room (J),  
Hall (H), Gathering Space (GS) 

Need a Ride???  
Fellow Parishioners!!! Do you occasionally need a ride to 
Church for Mass or perhaps elsewhere? As one of the  
service organizations of our parish, The Knights of  
Columbus may be able to help.  Contact, John Ryan,  
Community Director for the council. You may contact him 
at, 302-507-7915.  

Helping you stay  
socially connected! 

 
Join us every Sunday for the 

9:30 a.m. Mass Live-streamed 
http://www.youtube.com/c/smachurch 

 

Catholic Cemeteries 
 

All Saints 302-737-2524 
Cathedral 302-656-3323 

Gate of Heaven 302-732-3690 
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Celebrating Wedding Anniversary Mass with Bishop 
William E. Koenig 

 
Bishop William E. Koenig invites all couples  
celebrating their 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 
35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, wedding anniversary, or any 
anniversary beyond 50th, to the annual  
Wedding Anniversary Mass being held on World 
Marriage Sunday, February 11, 2024, at 1:00 pm 
at St. Margaret of Scotland Church in Newark, 
DE.  Reservations are required by February 2, 
2024.  Bishop Koenig will be available for photos 
with interested couples beginning at 12:00 pm and 
again after the Mass. If you would like to have a 
photo taken with Bishop Koenig, please arrive at 
12:00 pm or plan to stay after Mass.   
 
Questions may be referred to the Office for  
Marriage and Family Life at 302-295-0657 or by  
emailing OMFL@cdow.org. Registration can be 
completed by using the following link – Wedding An-
niversary Mass Registration-2024 (wufoo.com) 
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Katherine Amaya, Independent Consultant
210-240-0644

www.pamperedchef.com/pws/katherineamaya
Book a Party Today! I bring the Food & Drinks.
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Tree, Shrub and Tree, Shrub and 
Lawn Professionals.Lawn Professionals.

302-654-0224302-654-0224
davey.comdavey.com

Newark
Dental Associates

Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS

Kwan Ngai, DDS

344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711
302-737-5170 • newarkdental.com

Residential 
Commercial

Industrial
(302) 994-3400

Trouble shooting and Repairs • Electrical Up-grades
(302) 994-5400

Security - Surveillance Systems - Fire Alarms - Access Control
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