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From Father Joe… 
 
 This is Laetare Sunday, which means “rejoice.” We rejoice in anticipation of  the joy that will be 
ours at Easter.  In today’s Gospel, a Jewish religious leader named Nicodemus acknowledges Jesus as 
One who came from God and seems to want to follow Him.  Nicodemus approaches Jesus at night in 
fear of  others recognizing his attraction to the Lord. Jesus greeted Nicodemus with the observation that 
one must be born from above to see the Kingdom of  God; the moment of  conversion when one goes 
from spiritually dead to spiritually alive through Christ. 
  
 Jesus explains that when the Israelites grumbled against the Lord during their sojourn in the   
desert, God sent venomous serpents to punish them for their complaints. Moses was instructed to make 
a bronze serpent and mount it on a pole. All who had been bitten by a serpent and then looked upon 
the bronze serpent were cured. By recalling this story, Jesus alludes to the salvation that would be      
accomplished through His death on the cross and Resurrection…”For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish but have eternal life       
(John 3:16)  
  
 Jesus is the light that has come into the world, but people preferred the darkness. God made us 
to live in the light of  His love. But this original friendship with God was corrupted by sin. Our sin 
causes us to shy away from Christ, and stay in the dark. We wish to keep our sins hidden, even from 
God. Jesus has come into the world to reveal our sins so that they may be forgiven. This is the Good 
News; it is the reason for our rejoicing in this season of  Lent and throughout our lives. 
  
 Lent is the season of  returning back to the Lord.  Lent is the opportunity to fight this tendency 
of  apprehension by remembering God’s great mercy and the reconciliation we receive through Jesus. We 
need not fear confessing our sins, knowing that God forgives us, and so, during Lent, let us seek        
opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament of  Reconciliation. 
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MONDAY MARCH 11, 2024 
8:30 am  Alfred Mullen 
 
TUESDAY  MARCH 12, 2024 
8:30 am     George Cyhan  
 
WEDNESDAY MARCH 13, 2024 
8:30 am      John Thorp 
 
THURSDAY MARCH 14, 2024 
8:30 am      Susan McAteer 
 
FRIDAY  MARCH 15, 2024 
8:30 am     Bev & Ken Fordham 
 
SATURDAY MARCH 16, 2024 
8:30 am      Rob Allen Cantiello 
                   Arthur F. Jevnick, Sr. 
                   Bernie Kenny 
                   Margaret Inman Ernst 
                   Maureen Birgen 
   Catherine Dean 
5:00 pm     Helen Jackson Harris 
 
SUNDAY MARCH 17, 2024 
7:30 am   Parishioners  
9:30 am   Karen DiMaio 
11:30 am  Patrick Denehen 
   Jackie Denehen 

In your charity, please pray for all 
who have gone before us 
and all the deceased of 

St. Mary of the Assumption 
 

+ Rita Tigani 
Mother of Parishioner, Paul Tigani 

 
+Patricia R. Burns 

Sister of Parishioner, Bernie Smith 

PARISH ROOMS  
(C) Church 
(CP) Chapel 
(GS) Gathering Space 
(H) Hall 

(CF) Coffee Run Room 
(J) St. John Room 
(M) St. Mary Room 

FOR PARISHIONERS WHO NEED  
GLUTEN-FREE HOST, PLEASE GO TO  

THE PRIEST AT COMMUNION. 

  MONDAY MARCH 11, 2024 
8:30 am  Mass (C) 
9:00 am  Parish Collec on Counters (CF)  
11:00 am     Adult Faith Forma on Mee ng (J) 
6:00 pm  Monday Evening PREP (H) 
7:00 pm     Parish Choir Rehearsal (C)  
 
TUESDAY MARCH 12, 2024 
8:30 am     Mass (C) 
10:00 am   Divine Will Prayer Group (CF) 
1:30 pm  Parish Staff Mee ng (J)  
7:00 pm     Parish Bell Choir Prac ce (C)  
 
WEDNESDAY MARCH 13, 2024  
8:30 am     Mass (C)  
10:00 am Ladies Guild Mee ng (M)  
5:30 pm   Knights of Columbus  - Rosary Prayer (CF) 
7:00 pm  Men’s Ministry Planning Mee ng (CF) 
7:00 pm     Parish Choir Easter Rehearsal  (C) 
7:00 pm  Knights of Columbus Business Mee ng (M) 
7:00 pm  Knights of Columbus Ladies Aux. Mee ng (J) 
 
THURSDAY MARCH 14, 2024 
8:30 am  Mass (C) 
6:00 pm  Boy Scout Troop 803 Mee ng (H) 
 
FRIDAY  MARCH 15, 2024   
8:30 am       Mass (C) 
9:00 am  Legion of Mary (CF) 
9:15 am  Mother’s Prayer group (CP) 
5:00 pm  Knights of Columbus 
  Lenten Fish Fry Dinner 
7:00 pm  Sta ons of the Cross (C)  
 
SATURDAY MARCH 16, 2024 
8:30 am  Mass (C) 
3:30 pm  Confessions (CP) 
5:00 pm  Vigil Mass (C) 
 
SUNDAY MARCH 17, 2024 
7:30 am  Mass (C) 
9:30 am  Mass (C) 
  OCIA Scru nies 
  Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CF) 
  OCIA Breaking Open the Word (M) 
11:30 am  Mass (C) 
12:30 pm  Legion of Mary Junior Praesidium (CF) 
 

 Submit bulletin articles 2 weeks ahead of time. 
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   In today’s Gospel, God demonstrates great love for us by sending his Son so that 
we may believe in him. We demonstrate our great love for God by doing good works: 
reaching out to others, acting in justice and charity. 

 Through your almsgiving you are performing a good work; far    
greater than you think. Know that your nickel, dime, quarter or dollar 
is multiplied by coins placed by others in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor 
Box. 

All parish churches in Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern Shore will be open for confession 
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2024 Soup-er Bowl  Food Drive Results…  
  

$6400 and ~740 pounds of food was/will be          
delivered to 10 different organizations (in terms of a 
check and some groups food as well) as a result of 

your generous donations.  Thank you for your     
compassion and generosity. Saint Herman of Alaska, 

 Orthodox Church in Glenn Mills, Pa,        
contributed to this important effort as well.   

The St. Vincent de Paul Society will be selling beautiful 
Easter Lilies, Tulips and Hyacinth flower pots for $15 

each at all the Masses March 23 & 24.   

Pre-orders can be placed before March 13th on the St. 
Mary’s website!  All profits will benefit neighbors in 

need supported by the Society. 

  

Easter Flower Sale 
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RELIGIOUS ED. at SMA (PREP)  

We support parents in their efforts 
to raise their children in the      

Catholic faith.  Options are available 
for parish children in grades 1 to 8 

who do not attend a Catholic 
school. 

 
Grade 1 is required to prepare for       

Sacraments in second grade. 
 

Rising 9th graders will                
receive information for Confirmation 

preparation this summer.   
 

Register on our website: 
www.smachurch.com/youth 

Easter Novena cards are available at 
the parish office, see the receptionist 

LIVESTREAM HELP NEEDED!! 
We are in need of four individuals who would be     

interested in rotating the operation of  the 
livestream camera for the weekly Sunday 9:30 am 

Mass.  If interested, please email the Business  
Manager at manager@smachurch.com.  

A script to follow and training will be provided!  
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Katherine Amaya, Independent Consultant
210-240-0644

www.pamperedchef.com/pws/katherineamaya
Book a Party Today! I bring the Food & Drinks.
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Tree, Shrub and Tree, Shrub and 
Lawn Professionals.Lawn Professionals.

302-654-0224302-654-0224
davey.comdavey.com

Newark
Dental Associates

Kevin F. Roberts, DDS, Parishioner
Jeffrey J. Stout, DDS
Rei-yang Hsu, DDS

Kwan Ngai, DDS

344 E. Main St., Newark, DE 19711
302-737-5170 • newarkdental.com

Residential 
Commercial

Industrial
(302) 994-3400

Trouble shooting and Repairs • Electrical Up-grades
(302) 994-5400

Security - Surveillance Systems - Fire Alarms - Access Control
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