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Meditating on our Lord’s Passion 
as we enter Holy Week, we share 

His suffering in a more palpable 
way. We perceive the praise of the 
lowly and the scorn of the mighty. 

The world is passing away. The Lord is preparing a 
new heavens and a new earth through perseverance in 
obedience to the Father, compassion on those who 

make Him suffer. We join with those struggling to 
breathe: there is Jesus. We join with those laying 
down their lives for others: first responders. We join 

with those bearing the cross of the common good: 
those in authority. Jesus knew it all. He is the King of 
Glory. He invites us to join Him.   

    In Christ, Son of Mary, 

                                                        Fr. Russell 

From the desk of 
 

         Fr. Russell 

REGULAR CONFESSION HOURS ARE 
POSTPONED DURING THE                
‘STAY-AT-HOME’ ORDER. 

 

POPE FRANCIS SPOKE ABOUT HOW, IF 
WE GO TO GOD SINCERELY ASKING 
FOR FORGIVENESS AND INTENDING 
TO GO TO CONFESSION WHEN IT IS          

AVAILABLE, GRACE WILL                    
ACCOMPANY US IMMEDIATELY.  

 

STAY HEALTHY AND GOD BLESS,    

Fr. Russell 
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Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the 
beginning of Holy Week, and commemorates 
the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, 
days before he was crucified. Palm Sunday is 
known as such because the faithful will often 
receive palm fronds which they use to partici-
pate in the reenactment of Christ's arrival in 
Jerusalem. In the Gospels, Jesus entered  
Jerusalem riding a young donkey, and to the 
lavish praise of the townspeople who threw 
clothes, or possibly palms or small branches, 
in front of him as a sign of homage. This was 
a customary practice for people of great     
respect. Palm branches are widely recog-
nized symbol of peace and victory, hence 
their preferred use on Palm Sunday. The use 
of a donkey instead of a horse is highly sym-
bolic, it represents the humble arrival of 
someone in peace, as opposed to arriving on 
a steed in war. A week later, Christ would rise 
from the dead on the first Easter. The palms 
are blessed and many people will fashion 
them into small crosses or other items of per-
sonal devotion. Because the palms are 
blessed, they may not be discarded as trash. 
The colors of the Mass on Palm Sunday are 
red and white, symbolizing the redemption in 
blood that Christ paid for the world.  
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Stewardship 
“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
shout the crowds in today’s Gospel. May we be always 
ready to share our blessings when we are sent in His 

name! 

Readings for the Week of April 5, 2020  

Palm Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20,  
 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14-27:66 or 27:11-54                    
Monday: Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11         
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17      
 [cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38                                               
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34 
 [14c]/Mt 26:14-25                                                                       
Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:21-22, 
 25 and 27 [2]/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21                                          
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/      
 Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/         
 1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15                                                                              
Friday: Is 52:13-53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25       
 [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1-19:42                             
Saturday: Easter Vigil: Gn 1:1-2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/              
 Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or            
 Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-22 [5b]/Gn 22:1-18 or     
 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/       
 Ex 14:15-15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/          
 Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11/    
 Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 32-4:4/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 
 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 
 [42:2] or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3] or Ps 51:12-13,      
 14-15, 18-19 [12a]/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17,    
 22-23/Mt 28:1-10                                                                  
Easter Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 
 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or                
 Mt 28:1-10                 
    ©Liturgical Publications, Inc.

  

 

2019-2020 Lancer Raffle Ticket Winners  
 

03/30 - James Mendenhall - $20.00 Donated Back! 

03/31 - Laurie Moffett - $20.00  

04/01 - Gladys Davis - $20.00 Donated Back!  

04/02 - Madelyn Patton - $20.00  

04/03 - Graciela Reza - $20.00  

04/04 - Debra Krause - $20.00   

04/05 - Josh Bair - $30.00   
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST MARY SCHOOL 

“Like us, Christ entered the world through the 
womb of a woman. He willingly experienced the 
fullness of human suffering. He breathed His last 
on the Cross at Calvary in order that He might save 
us. Therefore, ‘God is the foundation of hope: not 
any god, but the God who has a human face and 

who loved us to the end’ (Spe salvi 31).” 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

2019-2020 Respect Life Reflection (Citing Pope Benedict XVI 
©2007, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. 

All rights reserved.) 

Councils and Committees 
Pastoral Council 

 Kevin Fuss, Chairperson 815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 Ging Smith                815-756-2177 

Ana Vargas Witthoff             815-787-0285 
Barbara Halverson               815-756-9453 
Matt Fleming 

Finance Council 

                815-758-5432 ext. 104 
Buildings & Grounds Committee 

                                              815-758-5432 ext. 102 
 Cemetery Committee 
 Thomas Specht 815-758-5432 ext. 102 
 Funeral Committee 

                    815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 Ministry of Care 

    Rick Fleming                          815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 Respect Life Committee 
                  815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 St. Vincent de Paul Society 

    Donna Brown                         815-200-4730  
     Learn more at www.SVDPdeKalb.org 
School Committee 

 Greg Kubitz, Chairperson     815-756-7905 
 Stewardship Commission 
                                              815-758-5432 ext. 102 

Today is Palm Sunday and the beginning of the 
holiest of Christian weeks. Let us pray for the 
grace to take up our own cross to follow Jesus 

through death to new life. 

Please support the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul so that together we can help the poor as 
they carry their cross of suffering and pain. 

“The Lord, God is my help.” Let God help your 
marriage to be the Sacrament He intended. 

Strengthen, renew, and rekindle your marriage 
sacrament by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend on April 17-19 in Brookfield, WI; June 26-28 in 

Rockford, IL or Sept. 11-13 in Geneva, IL.                                   
Visit our website at: alifetimeoflove.org or call (888) 574-5653.  

  

Para un fin de semana en espanol por favor llamen                          
a Candelario y Emilia al 815-375-4250.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Rockford/Madison/Milwaukee Ministry 

St. Mary Cemetery 
Saturday, May 2nd, 

starting at 9:00 AM 

PLEASE  REMOVE ANY DECORATIONS YOU WANT TO 

KEEP BY THURSDAY, APRIL 30TH 

 Please do not put out any decorations until  

Sunday, May 10th.  Thank you. 

   For those looking for an act of Mercy, please join us. 
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 Human beings are united in their suffering. 
When we find ourselves in a painful moment, our first 
reaction is “why me?” as if we are the only person on 
earth who ever encountered this challenge. Going 
through life with a “why me” attitude only finds us 
wallowing in the mire of self-pity and never seizing 
opportunities or graces. We walk in solidarity with 
every human being in the experience of suffering. 
Believing that the goal of life is the elimination or 
avoidance of suffering is simply an illusion that keeps 
us entrenched in a collective myth. This myth distorts 
us and limits us. 
 There are living witnesses among us showing 
how courage and determination can overcome any 
degree of hardship, pain, loss, or tragedy. Folks find-
ing the normalcy of their lives suddenly torn asunder 
are faced with options: opportunity or despair, stay or 
leave. Jesus stands before us as the prime example 
of endurance and perseverance. He is the One who 
showed humility through both the triumphs of life (by 
learning to be humble) and tragedies and injustices 
(by learning how to be obedient). To secular ears, 
this may be perceived as nonsense. But to those with 
the eyes of faith, they are pearls of great price. 
 True humility tempers the temptation we have 
to become complacent and prevents an excessive 
relishing of life’s successes and affirmations. Learn-
ing obedience keeps us faithful to our relationship 
with God so that we can find the courage to endure 
any depth of hardship, disappointment, betrayal, or 
agony. While we may want our cup of suffering to be 
taken away, it simply cannot be. Somehow and 
somewhere in the seemingly opposing experiences 
life can deal us, God is present with His reassuring, 
compassionate, empowering, and persevering love. 
To be true to who we are and who God is, we must 
take up the cross of suffering, even when it’s the 
hardest and most apparently senseless thing to do. 
 Only our soul can understand these things, 
but our minds cannot, so they continue to run to sec-
ular ideas and solutions to pain and hardship. It goes 
without saying that we need to do all we can to elimi-
nate as much senseless, unjust suffering as possible. 
Hunger, violence, abuse, exploitation, rejection, prej-
udice, homelessness, disrespect for life, and a whole 
host of other sins all result in suffering that is within 
our control. Then, when we face the uncontrollable 
kind of suffering or find ourselves the victims of injus-
tice, what do we do? 

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION 
A Pontifical Collection 

  

Pope Francis has asked our parish to support 

Christians in the Holy Land. 
  

Through the Good Friday Collection, you will join with 

Catholics around the world to stand in solidarity with the 

Church in the Holy Land. When you contribute to the 

Pontifical Good Friday Collection, you become an 

instrument of peace in a troubled land. 
  

In these challenging times in the Middle East, your 

support means that our church will conduct parish 

ministry, provide Catholic education, feed the hungry, 

build housing for Christians, maintain shrines and 

operate refugee centers in the Holy Land. 
  

Christians, along with the clergy  and religious who serve 

in the Holy Land, will deeply appreciate your prayers and 

financial help! The political, religious and military 

challenges in the Holy Land are more complex than ever. 

The wars, unrest and instability has been especially hard 

on Christians.  
  

Our parish will support Christians in the Holy Land 

through the Good Friday Collection, as requested by Pope 

Francis. Like Simon of Cyrene, you can help carry the 

cross under very difficult circumstances in the Holy Land. 
  

PLEASE BE GENEROUS! 

Dear St Mary Parishioners, 
  

Thank you for your continued support 
and prayers during this difficult time. 
While our food pantry is closed until 
April 7, the Society of St Vincent de Paul 
is offering limited emergency food      
assistance to those who are unable to 
order through mypantryexpress.org by calling us at       
815-200-4730. Those in need of emergency financial   
assistance can call our helpline 815-761-0430 during the 
hours indicated. If you would like to volunteer or make a 
donation please visit www.svdpdekalb.org. 

GOOD FRIDAY “WAY OF THE CROSS” 
AT PLANNED PARENTHOOD AURORA 

Through His Holy Passion, Our Lord united Himself with all the 
victims of suffering in this life. None suffer more innocently 
than children in the womb whose lives are taken by abortion. 
None suffer more deeply than their mothers, who carry such a 
burden of guilt and shame. 
On Good Friday we remember all the victims of abortion—the 
children lost, the mothers wounded, the communities blighted—
in a solemn, ecumenical prayer service: 

Event: Way of the Cross for Victims of Abortion 
When: Friday, April 10 at 10:00 a.m. 
Where: Planned Parenthood, 3051 E New York Street in 

Aurora 
More Info: Contact Matt Yonke at 630-896-1200 or 

matt@prolifeaction.org 
Join us as we pray for healing for the victims of abortion and for 
a final end to this injustice in our land. 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless, and the 
treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly 
upon us, and increase Your mercy in us, that in      
difficult moments, we might not despair, or become 
despondent, but with great confidence, submit      
ourselves to Your Holy will, which is Love and       
Mercy Itself. Amen (950) 
            -Divine Mercy Chaplet Closing Prayer 

http://mypantryexpress.org
http://www.svdpdekalb.org
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MERCY MOMENTS 
March 29 – “Mercy is the second name of love.  Divine Mercy is God’s love outpoured in creating us, in redeeming us, and in          
sanctifying us.  Divine Mercy is God’s love poured out upon the unlovable and upon the unforgivable.  Saint Faustina describes God as 
Love and Mercy itself.  Another way to describe mercy is “love in action.”  (St. Pope John Paul II, from the encyclical Rich in Mercy, 
November 30, 1980) 
March 30 – “Have mercy on me, God, in accord with your merciful love; in your abundant compassion blot out my transgressions.  
Thoroughly wash away my guilt; and from my sin cleanse me….  Turn away your face from my sins; blot out all my iniquities.   A clean 
heart create for me, God; renew within me a steadfast spirit.  Do not drive me from before your face, nor take from me Your Holy Spirit.  
Restore to me the gladness of your salvation; uphold me with a willing spirit…..  For You do not desire sacrifice or I would give it; a 
burnt offering You would not accept.  My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit; a contrite heart, O God, You will not scorn.”  (Psalm 51:3
-4, 11-14, 18-19)  
March 31 – “The saints are like the stars.  In His providence Christ conceals them in a hidden place that they may not shine before oth-
ers when they wish to do so.  Yet they are always ready to exchange the quiet of contemplation for the works of mercy as soon as they 
perceive in their heart the invitation of Christ.”  (Saint Anthony of Padua) 
April 1 – “Together let us pray to the Virgin Mary that she helps us…. To walk in faith and charity, ever trusting in the Lord’s mercy; 
He always awaits us, loves us, has pardoned us with His Blood and pardons us every time we go to Him to ask His forgiveness.  Let us 
trust in His mercy!”   (Pope Francis, homily on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 7, 2013)  
April 2 – “When I entered my solitude, I heard these words: At the hour of death, I defend as My own glory every soul that will say 
this chaplet; or when others say it for a dying person, the pardon is the same.  When this chaplet is said by the bedside of a dying 
person, God’s anger is placated, unfathomable mercy envelops the soul, and the very depths of My tender mercy are moved for 
the sake of the sorrowful Passion of My Son.”  (Faustina, 811) 
April 3 –“Most Merciful Jesus, whose very nature it is to have compassion on us and to forgive us, do not look upon our sins but upon 
our trust which we place in Your infinite goodness.  Receive us all into the abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart, and never let us 
escape from it…. Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon all mankind and especially upon poor sinners, all enfolded in the Most 
Compassionate Heart of Jesus.  For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, show us Your mercy, that we may praise the omnipotence of 
Your mercy forever and ever. Amen.”  (Faustina, 1211) 
April 4 – “Most Merciful Jesus, from whom comes all that is good, increase Your grace in us, that we may perform worthy works of 
mercy, and that all who see them may glorify the Father of Mercy who is in heaven….Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the 
company [of chosen ones] in Your vineyard…. Impart to them Your power and light, that they may be able to guide others in the way of 
salvation, and with one voice sing praise to Your boundless mercy for the ages without end. Amen.”  (Faustina, 1213) 

 

Don’t forget to start the    
Novena to Divine Mercy on 
Good Friday. Pamphlets 
and cards with the Novena 
and Chaplet can be found at 
the entrances to the church, 
or at the parish office. The 
Novena can be prayed indi-
vidually according to your 
convenience. It would be 
particularly appropriate to 
pray it at the 3:00 Hour of 
Divine Mercy. 

Mayslake Ministries 
718 Ogden Avenue, Suite 200 

Downers Grove, IL 60501 
  

Friends, these are difficult times for all of us. While our 
physical offices may be closed until further notice, please 
know that Mayslake Ministries is here to hep you. Our 36 
spiritual directors can virtually meet with you by phone, 
Skype or FaceTime from the safety and comfort of your 
home. 
  

You are important to us. Please email Dr. Mary Amore at 
mamore@mayslakeministries.org 

to schedule a phone appointment with 
one of our compassionate and skilled spiritual directors. 

  
Our faith in Christ will lead us to the dawn of a new day. 
May the Lord bless you and keep you and your families 

safe.  

ST. MARY OF DEKALB  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 

#717 
  

If you’re interested in helping those in need, serving 
our parish and community, and growing in faith, then 

joining the St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus is the 
men’s organization for you. 

  

We are one of the oldest councils in the state and are 
looking for motivated men to help serve our parish, 

school and community. 
  

For more information or to sign up visit:  
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/jin/join-the-

knights.html 

Thank you for your continued support of St. Mary 
Church through your advertisement in our bulletin. 
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Monday, April 6 (Monday of Holy Week) 

 7:00 AM  † Josephine Hayward  

Tuesday, April 7 (Tuesday of Holy Week)   

 7:00 AM  † Nick & Theresa Cascio 

Wednesday, April 8 (Wednesday of Holy Week)  

 7:00 AM  † John & Helen McCrea 

 9:00 AM  Rescheduled (School) 

Thursday, April 9 (Holy Thursday)  

   7:00 PM  † Poor Souls  

Friday, April 10 (Good Friday) 

 3:00 PM NO INTENTIONS 

 Saturday, April 4 (Easter Vigil) 

              7:45 PM  † Jean Riippi 

Easter Sunday) 

 8:30 AM  † Ellie Marie Palmer & † Patricia Collin  

 10:30 AM  † Garnet Jordal  

  4:00 PM  Living & Deceased Members of St. Mary  

                                                                            (Spanish Mass) 

Office 
302 Fisk Avenue  ·  DeKalb, IL 60115 
Phone:  815.758.5432 
Fax:  815.758.2487 / Website:  stmarydekalb.org 
  

Office Hours 

Monday thru Thursday:  9:00 AM - Noon & 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Friday:  Closed 
  

Liturgies 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  4:30 PM in English  

Sunday Masses:  8:30 AM & 10:30 AM in English 

Spanish Mass:  Sunday 4:00 PM 

Vietnamese Mass:  2nd Sunday 1:30 PM 

Weekday Masses:  Mon.-Fri. 7 AM and 

Sat. 8 AM in English 

Vigil/Holy Day Masses:  See page 5 

Area Care Facilities:  See page 5 for 

dates & Mass times 

Reconciliation:   

   English:  Tue, Thu, Fri. 7:35-8:00 AM  

                   & Sat.8:35-9:15 AM & 3:30-4:15 PM   

   Spanish:  Tue. 6:00-8:30 PM 
  

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor:  Rev. Dean Russell, 815.758.5432 
 frrussell@stmarydekalb.org 
Principal:  Ashley Davis, 815.756.7905 
Cemetery:  815.758-5432 
Director of Music:  Joe Harmon, ext. 106 
Choir Director:  Caleb Gray 
Director of Religious Education:  Annalisa McMaster, ext. 110 
  

Support Staff 
Business Manager:  Jim Glemkowski, ext. 102 
Financial Assistant:  Susan Klefstad, ext. 105 
Parish Secretary:  Linda Jackiw, ext.103 
Ministry Secretary:  Mona O'Bryan, ext. 107 
Receptionist:  Carrie Anderson, ext. 100 
  

Contact Information 
Parish Office:  302 Fisk Avenue - 815.758.5432 

Faith Formation / Rel. Ed. / Youth Ministry:  815.758.5432 

School:  210 Gurler Road - 815.756.7905 

E-mail:  mail@stmarydekalb.org 

Website:  stmarydekalb.org 
  

Hispanic Ministry  

Rev. Darwin Flores, 815.758.1377 

Hispanic Secretary:  Susana Garcia, ext. 113 
  

Vietnamese Ministry 

Rev. Anthony Vu Khac Long, 815.312.9661  
  

Bulletin Deadline  

Monday - 8:00 AM  (FOR CONSIDERATION) 

The power of prayer  We pray for St. Mary parishioners, relatives, 
and friends who are suffering from illness, also for those who are 
homebound, hospitalized, or confined to a care facility, especially: 

Giana Anderson, Matt Anderson, Jackie Balon, Lori Baert, Pat Beck, 
Patricia Budzinski, Dale Byers, Mary Clarbour, Margaret Cobb,      

Debbie Coffland, Ben Coniglio, Donna Dalwam, Joe Diedrich, Horst 
Erker, Yale  Factor, Bobbie Fitch, Beth Fixmer, Missy Flores,           
Fr. Karl Ganss, Justin French, Judi Glover, Rita Hammett, Eric        

Hanson, Kathleen Hiatt, Ruth Higgins, Peggy Hoyt, Joann Schoo 
Irving, Ana Jackiw, Col. Thomas Z. James, Julie Jones, Joan Judkins, 

Patsy Kelahan, Rev. Richard Kramer, Carolyn Kustron, Ginger 
Lange, Henrietta Lobner, Brayden Timothy McMillan, Mary Lou       

Murphy, Louis Mustari, Dave Myers, Mary O’Brien, Tom O’Brien, 
Orlando Moises Pulido, Carol Reed, Joshua Reynolds, Jr., Joel              

Rivera, Jeff Salazar, Marlene Salazar, Richard Salazar, Steve Stach, 
Jim Theisen, Leah Theisen, Ray Theisen, Justin Valdez, Jerry Vasko, 

Abel Viland, Robert White, David Young  

If you know of a person in our parish who is homebound and    
would like to receive a card of encouragement, or to have a name 
added to or removed from the prayer list, call the parish office at 

815.758.5432. 

** Due to the suspension of public Masses by Bishop Malloy, 
private Masses for your intentions are still being said. 

The Prayer of Abandonment, written by Blessed Charles 
de Foucauld, is one of the most beautiful prayers of faith, 
trust and surrender in the Christian spiritual heritage. 
 

Father, 
I abandon myself into your hands; do with me what you will. 
Whatever you may do, I thank you:  
I am ready for all, I accept all. 
Let only your will be done in me, and in all your creatures. 
I wish no more than this, O Lord. 
 

Into you hands I commend my soul; I offer it to you with all the 
love of my heart, for I love you, Lord, and so need to give myself, 
to surrender myself into your hands, without reserve,                 
and with boundless confidence, for you are my Father.     Amen 






