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  “Beloved: Sanctify 
Christ as Lord in your 
hearts.  Always be ready 
to give an explanation to 
anyone who asks you for 
a reason for your hope, 
but do it with gentleness and reverence, keep-
ing your conscience clear” (1 Peter 3:15-16). 
 Let’s all acknowledge this is a serious 
challenge, especially in times of stress, and that 
we always are in need of our Lord’s presence and 
help!  We have had a serious opportunity to grow 
in this grace in recent weeks.  It is an opportunity, 
if a painful one, to recognize more clearly our lin-
gering fears, impatience, and selfishness, espe-
cially as we spend more time in the home together 
under stress.  “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments.  And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate to be 
with you always, the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot accept, because it neither sees 
nor knows him.  But you know him, because he 
remains with you, and will be in you” (John 
14:15). 
 We have the opportunity to sacrificially 
love the Lord in the midst of the spirit of the 
world not concerned with truth, but more and 
more grasping in fear for illusive power, material 
things, and privilege.  Jesus came not to condemn, 
but save the world.  He gave us the Holy Spirit to 
enable us to be patient, loving, and understanding.  
Our fallen human nature and weakness compli-
cate things for us. 
 Of course, our hope is nourished by the 
surprising generosity of so many and the little 
sacrifices of most.  The Lord is able to forgive our 
less than honorable moments.  We seek the for-
giveness of others as well. 
 We need more faith and beg the Lord for 

it.  May He help us to persevere, not in seeking 

selfishly, but serving generously. 

   In Christ, son of Mary,  
       

              Fr. Russell 

From the desk of 
 

         Fr. Russell 

Office 
302 Fisk Avenue  ·  DeKalb, IL 60115 
Phone:  815.758.5432 
Fax:  815.758.2487 / Website:  stmarydekalb.org 
  

Office Hours 

Monday thru Thursday:  9:00 AM - Noon & 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Friday:  Closed 
  

Liturgies 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  4:30 PM in English  

Sunday Masses:  8:30 AM & 10:30 AM in English 

Spanish Mass:  Sunday 4:00 PM 

Vietnamese Mass:  2nd Sunday 1:30 PM 

Weekday Masses:  Mon.-Fri. 7 AM and 

Sat. 8 AM in English 

Vigil/Holy Day Masses:  See page 5 

Area Care Facilities:  See page 5 for 

dates & Mass times 

Reconciliation:   

   English:  Tue, Thu, Fri. 7:35-8:00 AM  

                   & Sat.8:35-9:15 AM & 3:30-4:15 PM   

   Spanish:  Tue. 6:00-8:30 PM 
  

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor:  Rev. Dean Russell, 815.758.5432 
 frrussell@stmarydekalb.org 
Principal:  Ashley Davis, 815.756.7905 
Cemetery:  815.758-5432 
Director of Music:  Joe Harmon, ext. 106 
Choir Director:  Caleb Gray 
Director of Religious Education:  Annalisa McMaster, ext. 110 
  

Support Staff 
Business Manager:  Jim Glemkowski, ext. 102 
Financial Assistant:  Susan Klefstad, ext. 105 
Parish Secretary:  Linda Jackiw, ext.103 
Ministry Secretary:  Mona O'Bryan, ext. 107 
Receptionist:  Carrie Anderson, ext. 100 
  

Contact Information 
Parish Office:  302 Fisk Avenue - 815.758.5432 

Faith Formation / Rel. Ed. / Youth Ministry:  815.758.5432 

School:  210 Gurler Road - 815.756.7905 

E-mail:  mail@stmarydekalb.org 

Website:  stmarydekalb.org 
  

Hispanic Ministry  

Rev. Darwin Flores, 815.758.1377 

Hispanic Secretary:  Susana Garcia, ext. 113 
  

Vietnamese Ministry 

Rev. Anthony Vu Khac Long, 815.312.9661  
  

Bulletin Deadline  

Monday - 8:00 AM  (FOR CONSIDERATION) 
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Stewardship 
Those who obey the commandments, Jesus says in       

today’s Gospel are the ones who really love Him. Does my 
stewardship reveal my love for Jesus? 

Readings for the Week of May 17, 2020  

Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/  
 1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21                                                    
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b     
 [cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a                                                       
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/
 Jn 16:5-11                                                                        
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 
 14/Jn 16:12-15                                                               
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/       
 Jn 16:16-20                                                                             
           Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20                                                                       
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 16:20-23                                                                                                                     
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/               
 Jn 16:23b-28                                                                                     
Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20                                                  
            7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 
 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 

  

 

2019-2020 Lancer Raffle Ticket Winners  
 

05/11 - Tom Duffy, Sr. - $20.00  

05/12 - Sandie Bigos - $20.00  

05/13 - Nancyann Malak - $20.00  

05/14 - Amy Glogolsky - $20.00  

05/15 - Tara Rehak - $20.00  

05/16 - Alice Smith - $20.00   

05/17 - Frank Herrmann - $30.00  
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST MARY SCHOOL 

“As Americans, as Catholics and as pastors of our people, we 
write therefore today to call our fellow citizens back to our 

country’s founding principles, and most especially 
to renew our national respect for the rights of those 
who are unborn, weak, disabled and terminally ill. 
Real freedom rests on the inviolability of every       
person as a child of God.” 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
                    “Living the Gospel of Life,” ©1998 USCCB 

In the Gospel today, Jesus says to us: “If you love 
Me, you will keep My commandments… Whoever 

loves Me will be loved by My Father and I will love 
him and reveal Myself to him.” 

When we give to the poor, God indeed pours His 
love, peace and joy into our hearts, into our lives and 

through us into the hearts of those who are poor. 

“And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love him and reveal myself to him.” Invite 
Jesus into your marriage on an upcoming Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter Weekend on June 26-28 in Rockford, IL; 
Sept. 11-13 in Geneva, IL. or Oct. 16-18 in Brookfield, WI. Visit 

our website at: alifetimeoflove.org or call (888) 574-5653.  
  

Para un fin de semana en espanol por favor llamen                          
a Candelario y Emilia al 815-375-4250.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Rockford/Madison/Milwaukee Ministry 

ST. MARY OF DEKALB  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #717 

  

If you’re interested in helping those in need, serving our parish 
and community, and growing in faith, then joining the St. Mary’s 

Knights of Columbus is the men’s organization for you. 
  

We are one of the oldest councils in the state and are looking for 
motivated men to help serve our parish, school and community. 

  

For more information or to sign up visit:  
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/jin/join-the-knights.html 

Email contact: Tim Lehan (lehant@aol.com) or 
Ron Cerutti (wcerutt@yahoo.com) 

or call 815-508-4496.   

www.stmarydekalb.org 

Thank you for your continued support 
of St. Mary Church through your        

advertisement in our bulletin. 
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Thank you for your continued support and prayers 
during this difficult time. Our food pantry is closed 
until further notice. 
 

For emergency food resources, updates and          
assistance visit svdpdekalb.org or call 815-200-4730. For       
emergency financial assistance call our helpline: 815-761-0430. 
 

Would you like to grow in holiness and Christ's friendship by 
serving the poor? We invite you to learn about the Vincentian 
Pathway with us!                                                                         
Contact: Donna Brown at donna@svdpdekalb.org.  
 

To make a donation please visit www.svdpdekalb.org.    

2020 DIOCESAN APPEAL PRAYER 
 

Heavenly Father, Lord of all creation, we Your    
children bless and praise your holy name. In all the 
world Your love is reflected and we, Your disciples, 
seek to discover Your presence and listen to Your 

voice. As we hear You, invite us to live, to serve and 
to lead in Your name, help us to be good stewards 
of Your many gifts. Help us to be hands that reach 

out to others as You did. Help us to stop and to          
remember we do what we do in Your name. Help 
us to be authentic disciples, planting seeds of faith 

wherever we go. May all the world hear Your voice 
calling all to Love as You Love by the living of our 
lives. In our response to all our brothers and sisters 
in the Diocese of Rockford, grant us grateful hearts 
and give us the courage to share our many gifts of 
time, talent and financial treasure with all those 

who need. 
We ask through Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, 

who lives and reigns forever and ever.  Amen 
 

Written by: Rev. Richard Rosinski, Pastor 
St. Mary Parish, Byron  

Some of the diocesan ministries funded by the          
Diocesan Appeal are: 

 
Social Ministries 

• St. Elizabeth Center (food pantry, clothes closet, soup kitchen, 
preschool, summer camp/extended care, school supplies, job 
placement, and community holiday help) 

• Catholic Charities (Adolescent Outreach, Refugee Resettle-
ment, Immigration Services, Emergency Assistance, Adoption 
searches, School and Family Counseling, Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman Program, and services to victims of Human      
Trafficking) 

Catholic Education 

• Training Catechists for School and Religious Education 

• Certification of Directors and Coordinators of Religious     
Education Programs 

• Youth Ministry 

• Diocesan Lay Ministry Formation 

• Diocesan Theological Institute 
Family Programs 

• Life and Family Evangelization (LiFE) Office (Silver & Gold 
Wedding Anniversary Mass, March for Life, Marriage Prepa-
ration Programs, Natural Family Planning, Youth & Young 
Adult Ministry, Youth Summit) 

• Dealing with issues of human dignity 

• Bishop Lane Retreats 

• Ministry Day (to help develop skills of pastoral ministers) 

• Hispanic Ministry 
Clergy and Religious 

• Seminarian Education 

• Retired Diaconate Program 

• Retired Priests Pension Plan 

• Clergy Development 

• Vocations Office 

• Vicar for Clergy and Religious Office  

http://svdpdekalb.org
mailto:donna@svdpdekalb.org
http://www.svdpdekalb.org
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We hope for many things: ending the pandemic, 
securing sustainable work, or surviving an ill-
ness. We often seek to have God be a part of 
what we hope for and desire, almost trying to 
convince Him that our agenda is what is ulti-
mately important. While our particular hopes 
may appear to be what needs to be achieved in 
order for us to be happy, they really are not. 
Our lesser, more personal hopes can distract us 
from true hope. When God became a human be-
ing, a powerful message was sent: all that is au-
thentically human is found in the divine. As the 
human Jesus lived and died in order to show us 
that he truly is the universal Christ, we have to 
keep our sight focused on our eternal truth and 
destiny and who we truly are. We have to be 
careful when we allow our earthly concerns to 
distract us. True hope is found when we place 
our trust in Christ’s promises and don’t rely on 
our own strength. True hope focuses on striving 
toward the fulfillment of God’s promises and 
not simply on achieving what we think we need 
in this life. Hope always travels with two 
friends — faith and love. In this trio of virtues, 
we find the very presence of God born in every 
human being. These are God’s greatest gifts, 
and they lead us to the fullness of His presence. 
As with faith and love, we cannot see hope with 
just our human eyes. We don’t carry this virtue 
within us to use solely for our own personal 
agenda. Hope is not something that simply 
comes with the human package. As with faith 
and love, hope is a gift that is given to us to 
draw us closer to our eternal truth. Faith, hope, 
and love are signs that there is something far 
greater going on in us and something greater to 
persevere in obtaining. The true divine gift of 
hope is what will endure any hardship we en-
counter, especially those that will come from 
authentically living the Gospel. With all that is 
happening in our lives, in our church, and in our 
world, what is the reason for our hope? Ask 
God for the fortitude to see His eternal gift as 
the reason we get up in the morning and do the 
things we do. 

Councils and Committees 
Pastoral Council 

 Kevin Fuss, Chairperson 815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 Ging Smith                815-756-2177 

Ana Vargas Witthoff             815-787-0285 
Barbara Halverson               815-756-9453 
Matt Fleming 

Finance Council 

                815-758-5432 ext. 104 
Buildings & Grounds Committee 

                                              815-758-5432 ext. 102 
 Cemetery Committee 
 Thomas Specht 815-758-5432 ext. 102 
 Funeral Committee 

                    815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 Ministry of Care 

    Rick Fleming                          815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 Respect Life Committee 
                  815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 St. Vincent de Paul Society 

    Donna Brown                         815-200-4730  
     Learn more at www.SVDPdeKalb.org 
School Committee 

 Greg Kubitz, Chairperson     815-756-7905 
 Stewardship Commission 
                                              815-758-5432 ext. 102 

For the latest, up-to-date information about 
our parish, please “Like” our facebook page! 

You can find it at                 
www.facebook.com/StMarydeKalbIl/ 

or check out our website:                             
http://stmarydekalb.org 

Meals on Wheels:  Road Crew 
 For many years,          
St. Mary has supplied the 
“road crew” for Meals on 
Wheels during the days of        
June for the DeKalb routes.  It 
is a 3 route service.  It would 
be a disappointment if we were 
not able to serve where needed.  We are called to 
serve the hungry.   
 This ministry takes about 1 ½ hr. to complete. 
We arrive at the Voluntary Action Center at 10:30, 
and are usually done by noonish…  As one can see, 
we need 60+ routes covered.  It is a ministry of great 
joy, not only for the receiver, but for the delivery         
person!  Such a simple way to serve God and man… 
 If available for a shift (M-F), in DeKalb, or       
if you have questions, please call Chris Hacker at          
815.758-5625.  Leave a message if necessary, and I 
will get back with you, I promise!  Please pray for 
this ministry, and for those who receive our service.   
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Parishioners are invited to give an 
offering for Mass Intentions in the 

name of a deceased loved one, for 
the intentions of someone in need, or 
in thanksgiving for a blessing received 

from the Lord. In accordance with 
Church law, only one intention per 

mass will be accepted for an offering 
of $10.00. For more information,            
please call the Parish Office at 

815.758-5432.  

Monday, May 18 (St. John I) 

 7:00 AM  † William Ruedel  

Tuesday, May 19 (Easter Weekday)  

 7:00 AM  † Henry Kinczewski  

Wednesday, May 20 (St. Bernardine of Siena)  

 7:00 AM  † Andrizej Komorowski  

Thursday, May 21 (St. Christopher Magallanes)  

   7:00 AM  † Nick Cascio, Jr.  

Friday, May 22  (St. Rita of Cascia) 

 7:00 AM † Andrew Christoffel  

 Saturday, May 23 (Easter Weekday) 

              8:00 AM  † Joann Irving 

              4:30 PM  † Carmelite V. O’Brien  

The Ascension of the Lord) 

 8:30 AM  Living & Deceased Members of St. Mary  

 10:30 AM  † Matthew Halverson  

  4:00 PM  † Poor Souls (Spanish Mass) 

** Due to the suspension of public Masses by Bishop Malloy, 
private Masses for your intentions are still being said. 

REGULAR CONFESSION HOURS ARE 
POSTPONED DURING THE                
‘STAY-AT-HOME’ ORDER. 

  

POPE FRANCIS SPOKE ABOUT HOW, IF 
WE GO TO GOD SINCERELY ASKING 
FOR FORGIVENESS AND INTENDING 
TO GO TO CONFESSION WHEN IT IS          

AVAILABLE, GRACE WILL                    
ACCOMPANY US IMMEDIATELY.  

  

STAY HEALTHY AND GOD BLESS.  

The power of prayer  We pray for St. Mary parishioners, relatives, 
and friends who are suffering from illness, also for those who are 
homebound, hospitalized, or confined to a care facility, especially: 

Giana Anderson, Matt Anderson, Jackie Balon, Lori Baert,               
Pat Beck, Patricia Budzinski, Christine Burtzos, Dale Byers, Mary 
Clarbour, Margaret Cobb, Debbie Coffland, Ben Coniglio, Donna 

Dalwam, Joe Diedrich, Horst Erker, Yale Factor, Bobbie Fitch, Beth 
Fixmer, Missy Flores, Fr. Karl Ganss, Justin French, Judi Glover,                

Rita Hammett, Eric Hanson, Kathleen Hiatt, Ruth Higgins,             
Peggy Hoyt, Ana Jackiw, Col. Thomas Z. James, William Joiner, 

Julie Jones, Joan Judkins, Patsy Kelahan, Alan Kissane,                  
Rev. Richard Kramer, Tom Krupp, Carolyn Kustron,                      
Nadia Lachowski, Ginger Lange, Henrietta Lobner,                        

Brayden MacNeille, Timothy McMillan, Mary Lou Murphy,         
Louis Mustari, Dave Myers, Mary O’Brien, Tom O’Brien,               
Orlando Moises Pulido, Carol Reed, Joshua Reynolds, Jr.,                

Joel Rivera, Jeff Salazar, Marlene Salazar, Richard Salazar,          
Steve Stach, Jim Theisen, Leah Theisen, Ray Theisen, Justin Valdez, 

Jerry Vasko, Abel Viland, Robert White, David Young  

If you know of a person in our parish who is homebound and    
would like to receive a card of encouragement, or to have a name 
added to or removed from the prayer list, call the parish office at 

815.758.5432. 

St. Charles Borromeo 
Feast Day - November 4 
 

He was born in the castle of Arona on Lake 
Maggiore, Italy on October 2, 1538 to 
Count Gilbert Borromeo and Margaret 
Medici, sister of Pope Pius IV. He was edu-
cated at the Benedictine abbey of Sts. 
Gratinian and Felius at Arona. He studied 
Latin at Milan and then attended the Uni-
versity of Pavia. He received his doctorate 
in 1559. In 1560, at the age of twenty-three, 
his uncle, Pope Pius IV, appointed him Secretary of State 
and Cardinal Deacon of Milan, entrusting him with many 
responsible positions in the service of the Church. Largely 
through his efforts, the Council of Trent finished its work of 
Church reform in 1562. He was ordained a priest in 1563 
and appointed Bishop of Milan shortly afterwards. He began 
a life-long labor to reform the ancient Christian city where 
he had been appointed bishop. Like his predecessor, St.      
Ambrose, he fostered the education of clergy, established the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine for the religious educa-
tion of children, and cared for the poor. He himself lived a 
simple, sparing life, without concern for his own comfort. 
Though he suffered from a speech defect, he constantly 
preached to his people who received his words as if from a 
messenger of God. When a famine followed by the plague 
struck in the area of Milan in 1576, he mobilized all the 
resources at his disposal to minister to the sick and the 
dying. Many of the wealthy and powerful fled the city, 
but he remained. He used his own fortune to feed the 
starving people. When that money was spent, he took 
loans and went deep into debt. He may have feed as 
many as 70,000 people per day. It is said that he sold 
even his own bed for their support. He cared for the 
plague-stricken with his own hands and comforted them 
in their anguish until the plague subsided in 1578. During 
his ministry as bishop, he had enemies among the civil ad-
ministration and his own clergy. In 1569, while he knelt at 
prayer in church, an assassin tried to murder him, but the 
bullet fell harmlessly from the cloak on his back. On        
November 4, 1584, he died at the age of 46 in Milan after 
making his annual retreat at Monte Varallo. He was canon-
ized on November 1, 1610 by Pope Paul V.  






