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 If the first stage of all true interior healing is to accept our personal history and 
embrace even the things in life that we did not choose, we must now add another im-
portant element: creative courage. This emerges especially in the way we deal with 
difficulties. In the face of difficulty, we can either give up and walk away, or somehow 
engage with it. At times, difficulties bring out resources we did not even think we had.                                    
 As we read the infancy narratives, we may often wonder why God did not act in a more direct and 
clear way. Yet God acts through events and people.  Joseph was the man chosen by God to guide the be-
ginnings of the history of redemption. He was the true “miracle” by which God saves the child and his 
mother. God acted by trusting in Joseph’s creative courage. Arriving in Bethlehem and finding no lodging 
where Mary could give birth, Joseph took a stable and, as best he could, turned it into a welcoming home 
for the Son of God come into the world (cf. Lk 2:6-7). Faced with imminent danger from Herod, who want-
ed to kill the child, Joseph was warned once again in a dream to protect the child, and rose in the middle of 
the night to prepare the flight into Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-14).                                                                               
                 A superficial reading of these stories can often give the impression that the world is 
at the mercy of the strong and mighty, but the “good news” of the Gospel consists in showing that, for all 
the arrogance and violence of worldly powers, God always finds a way to carry out his saving plan. So too, 
our lives may at times seem to be at the mercy of the powerful, but the Gospel shows us what counts. God 
always finds a way to save us, provided we show the same creative courage as the carpenter of Nazareth, 
who was able to turn a problem into a possibility by trusting always in divine providence.                                         
                    If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does not mean that we have been 
abandoned, but instead are being trusted to plan, to be creative, and to find solutions ourselves.                              
 That kind of creative courage was shown by the friends of the paralytic, who lowered him from the 
roof in order to bring him to Jesus (cf. Lk 5:17-26). Difficulties did not stand in the way of those friends’ 
boldness and persistence. They were convinced that Jesus could heal the man, and “finding no way to 
bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the 
tiles into the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. When he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are 
forgiven you’” (vv. 19-20). Jesus recognized the creative faith with which they sought to bring their sick 
friend to him.                                                                                                                         
 The Gospel does not tell us how long Mary, Joseph and the child remained in Egypt. Yet they cer-
tainly needed to eat, to find a home and employment. It does not take much imagination to fill in those 
details. The Holy Family had to face concrete problems like every other family, like so many of our migrant 
brothers and sisters who, today too, risk their lives to escape misfortune and hunger. In this regard, I con-
sider Saint Joseph the special patron of all those forced to leave their native lands because of war, hatred, 
persecution and poverty.                                                                                                             
 At the end of every account in which Joseph plays a role, the Gospel tells us that he gets up, takes 
the child and his mother, and does what God commanded him (cf. Mt 1:24; 2:14.21). Indeed, Jesus and 
Mary his Mother are the most precious treasure of our faith.[21]                                                                     
 In the divine plan of salvation, the Son is inseparable from his Mother, from Mary, who “advanced 
in her pilgrimage of faith, and faithfully persevered in her union with her Son until she stood at the cross”.
[22]                                                                                                                                               
 We should always consider whether we ourselves are protecting Jesus and Mary, for they are also 
mysteriously entrusted to our own responsibility, care and safekeeping. The Son of the Almighty came into 
our world in a state of great vulnerability. He needed to be defended, protected, cared for and raised by 
Joseph. God trusted Joseph, as did Mary, who found in him someone who would not only save her life, but 
would always provide for her and her child. In this sense, Saint Joseph could not be other than the Guardi-
an of the Church, for the Church is the continuation of the Body of Christ in history, even as Mary’s mother-
hood is reflected in the motherhood of the Church.[23] In his continued protection of the Church, Joseph 
continues to protect the child and his mother, and we too, by our love for the Church, continue to love the 
child and his mother.                                                                                                               
 That child would go on to say: “As you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40).  Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every 
stranger, every prisoner, every infirm person is “the child” whom Joseph continues to protect. For this rea-
son, Saint Joseph is invoked as protector of the unfortunate, the needy, exiles, the afflicted, the poor and 
the dying.  Consequently, the Church cannot fail to show a special love for the least of our brothers and 
sisters, for Jesus showed a particular concern for them and personally identified with them. From Saint Jo-
seph, we must learn that same care and responsibility. We must learn to love the child and his mother, to 
love the sacraments and charity, to love the Church and the poor. Each of these realities is always the child 
and his mother.                                                                                                                                                
[21] Cf. S. RITUUM CONGREGATIO, Quemadmodum Deus (8 December 1870): ASS 6 (1870-1871), 193; BLESSED PIUS IX, Apostolic                
Letter Inclytum Patriarcham (7 July 1871): l.c., 324-327.                                                                                                                     
[22] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, 58.                                                                                                                
[23] Catechism of the Catholic Church, 963-970.                                                                                    

Excerpt from the Apostolic Letter Patris Corde of the Holy Father Francis on the             
150th  Anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church 

Pope Francis describes St. Joseph as a creatively courageous father. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftn21
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftn22
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftn23
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftnref21
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftnref23
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St. Mary Parish’s tithe for                        
the month of February of $433.53   

will be donated to:  

HOPE FOR HAITANS 

Parish 
 Monthly 

Tithe 

 www.stmarydekalb.org 

Readings for the Week of May 16, 2021  

Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/ 
Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13/Mk 16:15-20                 
Seventh Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:15-17, Ps 103:1-2,   

11-12, 19-20 [19a]/1 Jn 4:11-16/Jn 17:11 19 
Monday: Acts19:1-8/Ps 68:2-320a, 20c-26/ab, 4-5acd, 
6-7ab [33a]/Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 [33a]/Jn 
17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68: 29-30, 33-35a, 
35bc-36ab [33a]/Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-
10, 11 [1]/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab [19a]/
Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7 
[7b]/Jn 21:20-25 
Next Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or 
Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/ 

Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 
7:37-39 

Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Ex 
19:3-8a, 16-20b/ 
Dn 3:52, 52, 53, 55, 56 or Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Ez 37:1-14/Ps 
107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 

8-9/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 
8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 
Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 
12:3b-7, 12-13 or 

Gal 5:16-25/Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15 
Our Weekly Offering Week Ending 05/09/21  

Sunday Offertory $ 12,265.00 
Religious Education Support $        20.00 
School $      100.00 
Capital  Improvements $        30.00 
Easter $      100.00 
Cemetery $        20.00 
Diocesan Appeal $      845.00 
  

   Thank You for Your Contributions!  

46TH WEEK OF FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 

2021 being a year of healing and reconcilia-
tion, we need to be mindful of the loss in 
order to seek healing. Our Junior High     
students are working on a project to give 
names to the roughly17 children that enter 
eternity silently and prematurely in our area 
each month through  this source of pain, so 
that we can pray for these young lives and 
for healing for the families. These are the 
names chosen for the month of May: 
 
 Nicki  Wesley 
 Bill  Kianno 
 Carol Mae     Olajiee  
 Tommy  Frank 
 Payton  Clay 
 Alexander Jack 
 Elliot  Nicole 
 Joey  Paige 
    Jake 
 

Please pray for these innocents and their    
families and for protection for every human 

being without exception.   

  

  

2021 Lancer Raffle Ticket Winners  
  

05/10 - J. Earl - $20.00  

05/11 - Alissa Ochoa - $20.00   

05/12 - Nicole Bachert - $20.00  

05/13 - John McGinnis - $20.00  Donated Back!   

05/14 - Natalie Norris - $20.00  

05/15 - Ricardo Calderon - $20.00   

05/16 - Susie Grainger - $30.00   
  

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST MARY SCHOOL 

Welcome New Members 
Rocio Ramirez                                       

Camila, Jose, Geraldine 
 

Bartolome Silva & Griselda Sanchez 
 

Juan Pablo & Carmen Garcia              
Imanol, Alexis 

 

Luisa Aguilar 
 

Javier Gamez & Maria Hernandez 

Diane, Jennyfer, Javier, Adan, Jannely 
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THE POWER OF PRAYER                        
We pray for St. Mary parishioners, relatives, and friends who             
are suffering from illness, also for those who are homebound, 

hospitalized, or confined to a care facility, especially: 

Giana Anderson, Matt Anderson, Jackie Balon,                      
Lori Baert, Margaret Bakken, Pat Beck,                       

Patricia Budzinski, Christine Burtzos, Mary Clarbour, 
Margaret Cobb, Richard Cobb, Jr., Debbie Coffland, 

Ben Coniglio, Mary & Chuck Crumbacher,              
Cathy Curylo, Donna Dalwam, Joe Diedrich,            

Horst Erker, Yale Factor, Bobbie Fitch, Beth Fixmer, 
Missy Flores, Justin French, Frankie Goshko II,          

Rita Hammett, Eric Hanson, Andrea Hauge,              
Kathleen Hiatt, Ruth Higgins, Joe Hoiness, Ana Jackiw,  
Michael Jackiw, Col. Thomas Z. James, William Joiner, 
Julie Jones, Joan Judkins, Patsy Kelahan, Alan Kissane,                           
Rev. Richard Kramer, Nadia Lachowski, Ginger Lange,     

Brayden MacNeille, Timothy McMillan,                   
Mary Lou Murphy, Louis Mustari, Joseph Richnavsky, 

Mary O’Brien, Adalyn Pohaski, Orlando Moises Pulido, 
Carol Reed, Joel Rivera, Jeff Salazar, Marlene Salazar, 

Richard Salazar, Mary Ann Sisler, Steve Stach,         
Leah Theisen, Ray Theisen, Jerry Vasko, Abel Viland, 

Barbara Wellemdorf, Robert White,                            
Don & Teri Wille Family, David Young  

To have a name added to or removed from the prayer list,            
please call the parish office at 815.758.5432. 

Thank you for your continued support of St. Mary 
Church through your advertisement in our bulletin. 

“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever 
does not believe will be condemned.” Do you believe in the 
graces of God that will enrich your marriage? Marriage 
Encounter Weekends are on June 25-27 in Geneva, IL; August 
20-22 in Madison, WI or Sept. 17-19 in Geneva IL. There are      
virtual experiences on Sept. 13 thru Oct. 4 and Nov. 13-14. 

 For more info go to: alifetimeoflove.org or                           
call (888) 574-5653.  

  

Para un fin de semana en espanol por favor llamen                          
a Candelario y Emilia al 815-375-4250.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Rockford/Madison/Milwaukee Ministry 

Rockford/Madison/Milwaukee Ministry 

Congratulations to Pack 173's six 5th grade Cub Scouts who 
recently earned their Arrow of Light ranks at their advancement 
ceremony at Afton Forest Preserve. This highest rank is award-
ed to scouts in their final year of Cub Scouts and signifies the 
seven virtues that have been instilled in the boys since they 
were Tiger scouts in first grade. Four of the boys will be transi-
tioning to Boy Scouts with a local troop. We are very proud of 
their accomplishment and wish each one of them the best. 
Standing from left: Greyson Robinson, Lucas Bachert, Max 
Foley, George Taylor; kneeling from left: Henry Vander Bleek 
and Braden Justice 
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Today as we celebrate the feast of the Ascen-
sion we are reminded that Christ’s saving 

work on earth continues through His          
disciples...and now through us. 

  

When we give to the poor., God indeed 
pours His love, peace and joy into our hearts,   
into our lives and into the hearts of those who 

are poor. 

“Everyone in need of reassurance, and if we, who have 
touched ‘the Word of Life’ (1 Jn1:1) do not 
give it, who will? How beautiful it is to be 
Christians who offer consolation, who bear 
burdens of others and who offer encourage-
ment: messengers of life in a time of death!” 

  

Pope Francis, 2020 Easter Vigil Homily 
© 2020 Libreria Editicea Vaticana. 

Used with permission. All rights reserved  

STEWARDSHIP 
Jesus is the perfect steward watching carefully over 

all who have not been entrusted to Him by the     
Father and then sending them all out into the world 
in service. May I similarly protect and wisely use the 

gifts entrusted to me. 

Fall registration is now open. 
Registration forms are available at 

the parish office and                                      
also online at stmarydekalb.org 

 
 

Thank you from the Society of St. Vincent de Paul! 
St. Vincent de Paul thanks everyone who pro-
vided generous monetary donations to SVdP to 
allow us to help our neighbors in need. We are 
so humbled by all the donations received for 
the Lenten Campaign at St. Mary’s.  With your generous 
help, we raised $1,575.  All funds will go to support 
neighbors in the DeKalb area who are struggling to stay in 
their homes.   
 

Thank you for your continued support in “Helping Us 
Help Others” in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Dear Friends, 
Thanks to everyone who participated in Give Day!  
Because of your tremendous support, our Society of            

St Vincent de Paul Conference will exceed the $15,000    
Give Day goal for 2021!  

Your generosity will help so many who are struggling           
to know that they are part of a very special and                  

caring community. 
God Bless You! 

Sincerely,                    
Society of St Vincent de Paul St Mary/                            

Christ the Teacher Conference 

MAY CROWNING 
 

Saturday, May 1st 
      5:00 PM Mass 

Jade Butts 

 
Sunday, May 2nd                                            
9:00 AM Mass 

Melanie Marchese 
 
      11:00 AM Mass 

William Lewis 
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EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

  

WEDNESDAYS 7:30 AM -  
          THURSDAYS 6:30 AM 

Questions?, please call Lori Kedzie              
815-751-9644 

Monday, May 17 (Easter Weekday) 

 5:00 PM  † Henry Kinczewski  

Tuesday, May 18 (St. John I)     

 5:00 PM  †Poor Souls  

 6:30 PM  † Poor Souls (Spanish Mass) 

Wednesday, May 19 (Easter Weekday) 

 7:00 AM  † William Berg  

Thursday, May 20 (St. Bernardine of Siena)  

   7:00 AM  † Andrzej Komorowski 

Friday, May 21 (St. Christopher Magallanes) 

 7:00 AM  † Nick Cascio, Jr.   

Saturday, May 22 (St. Rita of Cascia) 

 5:00 PM   † Peg Hoyt 

Pentecost Sunday) 

9:00 AM  Living & Deceased Members of St. Mary 

           11:00  AM  † Rick Lorek  

 4:00 PM  † Poor Souls (Spanish Mass)  

COUNCILS AND COMMITTEES 
  

Pastoral Council 
     Kevin Fuss, Chairperson 815-758-5432 ext. 100 
     Ging Smith   815-756-2177 
     Ana Vargas Wittoff  815-787-0285 
     Barbara Halverson  815-756-9453 
     Matt Fleming 

Finance Council   
         815-758-5432 ext. 104 

Buildings & Grounds Committee    
    815-758-5432 ext. 102 

Cemetery Committee  
     Tom Specht   815-758-5432 ext. 102 

Funeral Committee  
    815-758-5432 ext. 100 

Ministry of Care  
         815-758-5432 ext. 100 

Respect Life Committee  
    815-758-5432 ext. 100 

St. Vincent de Paul Society  
     Donna Brown  815-200-4730 
     Learn more at www.SVDPdeKalb.org 

School Committee  
     Greg Kubitz   815-756-7905 

Stewardship Commission  
    815-758-5432 ext. 102 

Social Media - Facebook/Instagram 
     Annalisa McMaster  815-758-5432 ext. 101 

St. Rita of Cascia          
Feast Day: May 22  

She was born near Spoleto, Italy, in 1381, 
and expressed from an early age the desire 
to become a nun. Her elderly parents 
insisted that she be married at the age of 
twelve. She became a good wife and 
mother, but her husband was a man of 
violent temper. In anger he often mistreated 
his wife and taught their children his own 
evil ways. She tried to perform her duties 
faithfully and to pray and receive the 
Sacraments frequently. After nearly twenty 
years of marriage, her husband was stabbed by an enemy, but 
before he died he repented because Rita prayed for him.  Shortly 
afterward her two sons died. Prayer, fasting, penances of many 
kinds, and good works filled her days. Still anxious to become a 
nun, she tried unsuccessfully to enter the Augustinians in their 
convent at Cascia. She was refused because she was a widow 
and because of the requirement that all sisters should be virgins. 
Finally, in 1413, the order gave her entry, and she began a life of 
perfect obedience and great charity.  Sister Rita had a great 
devotion to the Passion of Christ. “Please let me suffer like you, 
Divine Savior,” she said one day, and suddenly one of the thorns 
from the crucifix struck her on the forehead. It left a deep wound 
which did not heal and which caused her much suffering for the 
rest of her life. In the midst of chronic illnesses, she received 
visions. She died on May 22, 1457, and many miracles were 
reported instantly. She was canonized in 1900 by Pope Leo XIII. 
She is the patron of hopeless cases.                                                          

In this Year dedicated to St. 
Joseph, Pope Francis has written  
an apostolic letter “Patris 
Corde” (With a Father’s Heart).  
All are invited to take some time 
this year to read the letter.  Much 
has already been shared in the 
bulletin.  This booklet is available 
in the parish office for purchase for 
$3.00. The booklet Patris Corde 
contains the entire letter and ends 
with prayers to St. Joseph, 
including the Litany of St. Joseph 
which is recited before each Mass. 
We hope to have a gathering in the 
upcoming months to discuss the 
apostolic letter.  Those who 
purchase a booklet will receive 
more information about date and time. 






