
Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible – Session Five 

Session Five: Discussion Question Answers – Page 35 

1. They were taught by Moses to worship the one true God and to obey his commands. They are 
tempted in the Promised Land and forget the Lord and follow the pagan gods instead. They do not 
teach their children to obey God and an entire generation grows up not knowing the Lord and what he 
has done for Israel. They abandon the worship of God, do evil in his sight, and serve other gods. As a 
result, God delivers them over to their enemies. 
 

2. Under Joshua, Israel does as the Lord commands and successfully conquers the majority of the land. 
At the death of Joshua, all that remains for Israel is to force out the remaining inhabitants, cleanse the 
pagan altars, and occupy its inheritance. But the new generation does not obey God’s command. They 
allow the Canaanites to remain and begin worshiping the pagan gods and doing evil in the sight of the 
Lord. 

 
3. The sevenfold cycle of Israel: (This happens seven times during the period of the judges) 

• Sin: Idolatry, violence, polygamy, slavery, sorcery, human sacrifice   

• Servitude: God allows defeat from their enemies 

• Supplication: In anguish the people cry out 

• Salvation: God raise up a judge to delver them 

• Silence:  A period of peace follows 
 

Session Five: Discussion Question Answers – Page 36 

4. Tired of the endless cycle of subjection to other nations, Israel cries out for a King “like all the nations.” 

(I Samuel 8:5) 

5. Saul is the first king of Israel. God tells Saul not to be like other kings but is to be subject to God. Saul 
unites the kingdom and does well in the beginning but ultimately fails to trust God. He fails at two 
specific moments: 1) He offers sacrifice in worship (I Sam. 13) when he is not supposed to 2) He spares 
the life of an evil king (Agag – I Sam. 15) that God tells him to destroy. As a result, the kingdom is 
taken away from Saul and will be given to David, a man with a “heart after God.” 
 

6. God’s second promise to Abraham was one of a kingdom. God reiterates this promise to David and 
makes a covenant with him, promising to build a royal dynasty upon him that will last forever 
(succession of kings through his bloodline). 

 
7. Solomon takes 700 wives of royal birth and 300 concubines. They ultimately turn his heart away from 

God. He follows other gods and builds altars to Chemosh and Molech so his wives can worship them. 
 

8. Answers will vary. Both Saul and David sin. Yet, David repents and receives an everlasting covenant 
promise 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Session Five: Home Preparation: Review – Pages 37-38 
 

1. Early World / Turquoise / Color of the Earth viewed from Space / God created heaven and earth and 
tested Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden 

2. Patriarchs / Burgundy / God’s blood Covenant with Abraham / God called Abraham and promised his 
children land, a royal kingdom, and world-wide blessing 

3. Egypt and Exodus / Red / The Red Sea / God freed his people from Egypt so they could worship him 
4. Desert Wanderings / Tan / The color of the Desert / God taught Israel to walk in faith through forty 

years of walking in the desert 
5. Conquest and Judges / Green / The green hills of Canaan / God led Israel into the Promised Lan. They 

failed to teach their children and instead did what was right in their own eyes 
6. Royal Kingdom / Purple / The color of Royalty / God established a kingdom on his servant David and 

promised him an eternal home 
 

Session Five: Home Preparation: Looking Ahead – Pages 38-39 
 

Period name: Divided Kingdom Approximate dates: 930-722 B.C. 

Period color: Black   Color meaning: Israel’s Darkest Period 

The two kingdoms are represented on the Timeline Chart by two horizontal bars:  

- The Northern Kingdom of Israel, its capital at Samaria;  
- and its Southern Kingdom of Judah, its capital at Jerusalem 

 

Period name: Exile Approximate dates: 722-538 B.C. 

Period color: Baby Blue   Color meaning: Judah is “singing the blues” in Babylon 

New World Power: Babylon 

List three events found on the gray-colored boxes during the Exile period on your chart:  

1) Israel goes into Exile 
2) Judah goes into Exile 
3) Babylonian captivity (70 years of Exile) 

 

Period name: Return Approximate dates: 538-167 B.C. 

Period color: Yellow   Color meaning: Judah returning home to brighter days 

Apart from the actual return to the land itself, what important events characterize this time? (Read events 
49,50, and 52) 

- Zerubbabel rebuilds the Temple; Ezra returns and Teaches; Nehemiah returns and rebuild the 
Jerusalem walls 

Prophets during this time (Look in Supplemental Books): Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi 

Two New World Powers: Persia and Greece 

 



 
 

Adult Home Study for January 2023 
 

1. Read: Joshua 2-6, Judges 1-2, 13-16, I Samuel 8, 16-17, II Samuel 7, I Kings 9, 11:1-13 

2. Complete any unanswered Discussion Questions for Session Five – Pages 35-36 
3. Use your Bible Timeline Chart: Home Preparation Review – Pages 37-38 
4. Use your Bible Timeline Chart: Home Preparation Looking Ahead – Pages 38-39 

 

Working with our Children at Home in January 2023 

1. Readings from the GPS Storybook (Green & Purple) 

• Chapter 9 – Conquest & Judges Part I 

• Chapter 10 – Conquest & Judges Part II 

• Chapter 11 – Royal Kingdom Part I 

• Chapter 12 – Royal Kingdom Part II 

 

2. Activities from the GPS Workbook (Green & Purple) (Beginner – Intermediate – Advanced) 

• Chapter 9 – Conquest & Judges Part I 

• Chapter 10 – Conquest & Judges Part II 

• Chapter 11 – Royal Kingdom Part I 

• Chapter 12 – Royal Kingdom Part II 

 


