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Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year B 
 The Gospel of this week, Mark 10:17-30, teaches us not to let earthly things prevent us from becoming 
disciples of the Lord, but rather to use them for our own good and the good of our brothers and sisters. 
 A rich man came to Jesus because there was something that he still did not have.  What he did not have 
was eternal happiness, which nothing could buy.  Sadly, the answer he got from Jesus was not what he was 
looking for.  At first, he claimed that he kept all the commandments.   Then, Jesus spoke of the trouble in his 
heart, his wealth - the stumbling block that kept him away from God.  He was so attached to his wealth.  So 
when Jesus challenged him to give up all he had and make God his sole possession, he became sad.  
 Why did he walk away from Jesus with sadness?  Clearly because his heart and mind were attached to 
the earthly treasure rather than God.  He did not want to use his earthly treasure to help others.  He thought that 
in doing so he might lose everything he had!  He tried to find happiness and security in what he possessed rather 
than in people he helped, served and loved. 
 Once Jesus said: “For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.” (Matthew 6:21)  Truly, 
what we need the most for our life here and after is the Lord himself; He is our highest treasure.  Giving up 
things to have the Lord as our treasure is not a sorrowful act rather the greatest joy.   
 We have our reason to believe that Jesus does not worry much about wealth as such.  But Jesus’ concern 
is attachments and obstacles that prevent people from opening their hearts and souls for Him. Clearly when 
Jesus spoke to the rich man about giving up wealth, He knows earthly attachment was this man's problem.   
 “Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow 
me." (Mark 10: 21) 

           Fr. Phi Nguyen 

F r o m  t h e  P a s t o r ’ s  D e s k  
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PLEASE CONSIDER A GIFT TO THE 
CHURCH THAT PAYS YOU BACK 

 A Charitable Gift Annuity is a great way to make 
a gift to the Church and receive fixed payments for 
life...benefiting you today and our parish in the 
future.  You can schedule payments according to 
your financial needs, and enjoy immediate and 
future tax benefits, including a federal income tax 
deduction for a portion of your gift, if you itemize.  
Also, a portion of each annuity payment will be tax
-free (through life expectancy).  The funds 
remaining after your lifetime will support Holy 
Child Jesus Parish as designated by you. 
 Contact Krystina M. Campbell, Planned Giving 
Officer at 312-534-5404 or 
kcampbell@archchicago.org. 

THE WOMEN’S CENTER BABY BOTTLE PROJECT 
 

Our parish continues to  
participate in the Baby Bottle 
Project benefitting The 
Women’s Centers of Greater 
Chicagoland.  This non-profit 
organization directly assists 
mothers and families 
experiencing crisis pregnancies 

by offering emotional, financial, material and spiritual support 
through counseling, clothing and monetary provisions, prayer and 
other aid.  By God’s grace, The Women’s Centers have saved over 
40,000 babies, and their mothers, from abortion since opening in 
1984. 
 Please take a Baby Bottle home with you this weekend, fill it with 
your spare change, and return it the weekend of October 23rd & 
24th. 
 This is a simple, but crucial fundraising effort for The Women’s 
Centers.  Please note, the Baby Bottles cost almost $1.00 per bottle 
and are recycled afterwards.  So, please return upon completion of 
the project.   
 Thank you for helping defend life, and remember to keep all pro-
life undertakings in your prayers. 
 If you are making a donation by check, please make check payable 
to The Women’s Center.  You can also go directly to the website: 
GoTWC.org or call 773-794-1313 to donate. 
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Sunday Spiritual Nourishment 

“Why We Do What We Do?” 
 

Part 1 
       

In part four of the “Boring Mass” series, we talked about how Catholics often know little about or reflect upon what 

we do every Sunday because we pray mechanically and without thinking about our prayer. We have many ritual 

actions that we perform during Mass without asking why. Hopefully by now, those who have been following the 

“Boring Mass” series have truly understood the real meaning of the Sacred Liturgy—the Mass, making our prayer 

participation not an empty and unthinking ritual, but participation with faith and devotion. 

                  

“Adoremus: come, let us adore the Lord, for it is He who made us!”  

 

“Active participation” at Mass is not only praying with words. We must also learn to pray with our body, with the 

attitude of love and reverence that’s necessary for adoration. Active participation consists of both interior and exte-

rior actions. Interior means that our minds and hearts are awake, alert, and engaged. Exterior actions are saying 

and performing these actions. These actions are about sacred signs and gestures that we use not only when we 

pray, but most importantly in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass—the relationship between soul and body in liturgical 

prayer. This is important because we have lost this sense of unity of our being: the unity of body and soul, of the 

interior person and the exterior person. We must learn to pray with our body. 

 

The way we carry ourselves, our gestures, and our actions—these things become spontaneously religious in them-

selves most especially during Mass. They must not become mechanical rituals.  

 

I – Actions speak louder than words!  

 

During Mass we assume different postures— standing, kneeling, sitting—and we are also invited to make a variety 

of gestures. These postures and gestures are not merely ceremonial. They have profound meaning and, when done 

with understanding, can enhance our participation in the Mass. 

 

We begin our study of sacred signs and gestures by knowing what those gestures mean and when they are acted 
not only in Mass, but in general. 
 

The Sign of the Cross is the holiest of all signs. It is “the sign of the universe and the sign of our redemption. 

On the cross Christ redeemed mankind. By the cross He sanctifies man to the last shred and fiber of his be-

ing.” – Romano Guardini  

 

When we make the Sign of the Cross: 

          

Before we pray—to collect and compose ourselves and to fix our minds and  

 hearts and wills upon God.        

When we finish—so that we may hold fast the gift we have received from God. 

In temptations—to be strengthened.      

In dangers—to be protected.   

 

Continued on Page 5 
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In the Liturgy, we make the Sign of the Cross: 

 

 with holy water before Mass begins and after Mass before we leave the church. 

 at the beginning of Mass itself. 

 at the Gospel: “may the Lord purify my understanding, my speech, and my heart, so that I may receive the 
words of the Gospel.” 

 we make the sign of the cross in the rite of baptism, for anointing the sick, for exorcisms, when we pray 
throughout the day. 

in the Divine Office, we make the sign of the cross when we begin the Benedictus and the Magnificat, be-
cause they are Gospel canticles, and the Gospel stands for Christ Himself.    
   

 
The deepest mysteries of our faith are contained in the Sign of the Cross. When we make the Sign of the Cross, 
we do it deliberately, not hurriedly, not sloppily—but carefully and with reverence. We make a large cross, tak-
ing our time, thinking about what we are doing. We let it take in our whole being—body, soul, mind, will, 
thoughts, feelings, our doing and not-doing.  
 
When we sign ourselves with the cross, we strengthen and consecrate our entire being in the strength of Christ, 
in the name of the triune God. 

10/10/2021 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 In 1925, SMM adopted a Curfew Bell Hour at 8:45 pm every evening?  The church 
chimes played Holy God, We Praise Thy Name...which told all the area children to 
leave the streets and go home! 
 Henry Sprunk is responsible for the building of St. Margaret Mary Church?  He left 
$5,000 in 1919 for a church to be built around Touhy and Ridge.  On March 27, 1921, 
Archbishop Mundelein appointed Father McCarthy as the first pastor.  In 1925, St. 
Margaret Mary Church/School was completed.  

ST. MARGARET MARY CHURCH 
CELEBRATES  

100TH ANNIVERSARY! 

 



MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, October 10 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Vietnamese 

 7:30 am  Xin bình an và sức khỏe cho cha me 

   Xin cho gia đình được ở trở lại.   

   Cầu cho các đẳng linh hồn 

English 

 9:30 am  Richard Schaefer 

   Gene Kotowski 

   Glaceria Rosal 

Vietnamese 

 11:30 am  Patricia Whiting 

   Xin bình an cho gia đình và xin cầu  

   cho linh hồn Phêrô 

   Xin bình an cho gia đình và xin cầu  

   cho linh hồn Phêrô (mới qua đời).    

English 

 1:30 pm  Richard Whiting 

Monday, October 11 St. John XXIII 

 8:00 am  Dr. Ceasar Gomez 

Tuesday, October 12 

 8:00 am  For personal intentions 

Wednesday, October 13 

 8:00 am  Donald Dostatni 

   Cầu cho linh hồn Phaolô Trần Văn Biết. 

Thursday, October 14 St. Callistus 

 8:00 am  For personal intentions 

Friday, October 15 St. Teresa of Jesus 

 8:00 am  Selvador Gumalid 

Saturday, October 16 St. Margaret Mary 

 8:45 am  For personal intentions 

English & Vietnamese 

 5:00 pm  Ann Donohue 

   In Memory of the Wiltgen Family 

   Xin tạ ơn Chúa và xin bình an cho  

   gia đình 

   Cầu cho linh hồn Giuse Nguyễn Hưởng 

   (lễ giỗ 

Sunday, October 17 29thSunday in Ordinary Time 

Vietnamese 

 7:30 am  Elmer Kurzka 

English 

 9:30 am  John Cipriani 

   Marie Schmid 

   Ed Daugherty 

   Glaceria Rosal 

Vietnamese 

 11:30 am  Mae Kurzka 

English 

 1:30 pm  Robert Kurzka 

W o r s h i p  C a l e n d a r  
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SACRAMENTS 
Marriage: Arrangements  

should be made  

at least three months in advance. 
 
 

Baptism:  Sunday, 3:00 pm 

2nd in English  

3rd in Vietnamese  

 
Reconciliation:  Saturday, 3:00 - 3:30 pm 

1st & 3rd in English 

2nd & 4th in Vietnamese 

 

Saturday, October 9 
 4:00 pm Maureen Varallo & Lee Draus 
Sunday, October 10 
 9:30 am Adam Jones & Nathan Jones 
 1:30 pm Youth Lector & Cristina Ner-Miles 
Saturday, October 16 
 5:00 pm Tim Murtaugh 
Sunday, October 17 
 9:30 am Janet Murtaugh & Bernadette Edom 
 1:30 PM Ronabel Castillo & Youth Lector 

LECTOR SCHEDULE 

SMM 100TH COVID PROTOCOLS 
 After consultation with the Archdiocese of Chicago, we 
ask that all persons who attend the St. Margaret Mary 100th 
Anniversary Dinner show at the door either proof of 
vaccination or a negative COVID test that has been taken 
within the last forty-eight hours prior to the dinner. This 
will help keep people safer and lessen the chance of 
exposure to COVID. We will also ask for attendee’s 
contact information for those who have not given it to us 
previously and practice social distancing of three feet for 
our dinner tables. We regret that because of COVID 
restrictions, we cannot admit any children under the age of 
12. 
 Masks are required at the St. Margaret Mary 100th 
Anniversary Dinner when not eating or drinking.  
 Thank you for your cooperation and care. Let’s keep 
ourselves and each other safe! 


