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The Fourth Sunday of Advent – Year C 
 
 A story goes that in a village by the river, there lived an old man.  He was known by his strong faith in 
God.  One day a terrible storm came into that area and local officials sent out an emergency warning that the 
riverbanks would soon overflow and flood the nearby homes. They ordered everyone in the village to evacuate 
immediately.  Everyone but the old man evacuated.   
 As the floodwaters came near to his house, a neighbor drove by and said to him, “We’re leaving and 
there is room for you in our car, please come with us!” But the man declined. “I have faith that God will save 
me.” 
 The floodwaters rose higher pouring water into his living room and the man had to retreat to the second 
floor. A police motorboat came by and saw him at the window. “We will come up and rescue you!” they 
shouted. But the man refused, waving them off saying, “Use your time to save someone else! I have faith that 
God will save me!” 
 The floodwaters rose higher and higher and the man had to climb up to his rooftop.  A helicopter spotted 
him and dropped a rope ladder. A rescue officer came down the ladder and pleaded with the man, "Grab my 
hand and I will pull you up!" But the man still refused, “No thank you! God will save me!” 
 Shortly after, the floodwaters swept the man away and he drowned.  When in Heaven, the man stood 
before God and asked, “I put all of my faith in You. Why didn’t You come and save me?”  And God said, “Son, I 
sent you a car. I sent you a motorboat. I sent you a helicopter.  All three times you refused my help!” 
 Brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 During Advent, we pray for God’s coming. God accepts our invitation.  God comes to us every day 
through the people we meet and interact with, through the people we live with or work with.  They are 
acquaintances and strangers, ordinary and special folks, people at different age, different level.   
 God comes to us in the poor and the needy, in the sick and the grieving … Our welcome gift to them 
could be a sympathetic smile, a comforting word, or compassionate eyes.  Doing those small acts of kindness is 
to welcome God into our daily life, to prepare the way for God to become flesh in us. 
 In the spirit of preparing to celebrate Christmas, the birth of our savior Jesus Christ, let each of us put 

our full trust in God, as Elizabeth said to Mary in today's Gospel, “Blessed are you who believed that what was 
spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” (Luke 1, 45) 

            Fr. Phi Nguyen 

F r o m  t h e  P a s t o r ’ s  D e s k  
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EUCHARISTIC YOUTH MOVEMENT CANNED FOODS DRIVE 
FOR GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY 

 The National Eucharistic Youth Movement is calling on all chapters to participate in a local food drive for the 
Advent and Christmas seasons. Our Holy Child Jesus Parish EYM chapter is collecting canned foods "#cansforChrist" to 
benefit the Greater Chicago Food Depository.  
 Canned good collections began Saturday, December 4 and continues through Sunday, Jan 9.  Please use the box in 
the back of church.  
 The Holy Child Jesus Parish EYM will NOT be collecting money. If you would like to donate monetarily, we will 
provide information for either Holy Hands or GCFD.  
 Thank you for your generosity! 
 “We choose this time, because it is a time, of all others, when Want is keenly felt, and Abundance rejoices.” – Charles 
Dickens, A Christmas Carol 

12/19/2021 

INTERNATIONAL DINNER AT HOLY CHILD JESUS PARISH JANUARY 29, 2022 
 Calling all cooks! Gọi tất cả đầu bếp! ¡Atención cocineros! Appel à tous les chefs! Panawagan sa mga Magagaling Magluto! A 
pipe gbogbo awọn onjẹ! 
 Can you turn groceries into delicious food?  Please share your talents with the parish!  
 The International Dinner commemorates the feast day of St. Timothy.  It will be a celebration of the diversity of our 
parish.  If you are interested in serving food from your culture or your ancestors’ culture, please contact Joe 
Warfel: joseph.warfel@hcjp.org. 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/choose
https://www.definitions.net/definition/because
https://www.definitions.net/definition/choose
mailto:joseph.warfel@hcjp.org
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 Prepare the way of the Lord! This is the call to everyone at all times. But it takes on a special meaning for us during the Advent season 
as we anticipate Christmas and the unsurpassable mystery of God being born among us. There is no better gift that God Himself. So how are 
we to respond? By committing to walk the way of discipleship; by fostering a sense of community with one another as the Body of Christ; by 
inspiring others to seek an encounter with our Lord through the witness of our lives. And we do all of this together, as a parish family. 
Your Advent and Christmas gifts are essential to supporting our parish family and the vital ministries and areas of operation for our parish. 
 I humbly ask that you prayerfully consider making a one-time Advent/Christmas gift to ensure that our ministries and operations 
can continue supporting the mission of our parish. You can send your gift to our parish office, or online at hcjp.org or www.givecentral.org/
location/113 And as you look ahead to the beginning of a new year, if you are able to resume or increase your weekly contribution even in the 
slightest amount, you may also do so through our webpage. 
 Whether or not you are able to make a financial gift, please pray for our Holy Child Jesus Parish family and know that I am praying 
for you. 
 Our parish family is doing wonderful work to offer the light and love of God to the community around us such as our Giving Tree 
and our Canned Food Drive. And thanks to the commitment of our staff and volunteers, we minister to the needs of so many through the 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy. Of course, the need for additional volunteers is ever present and I invite you to be involved in parish life, 
whether it be in an existing ministry or stepping forward to share your talents in a new way by contacting me.  
 Whatever you can share in terms of financial contributions, volunteer time, or prayer, please know that you are a gift to our Holy 
Child Jesus Parish family. Your presence, whether in spirit or in person, means more to our parish than you can imagine. 
 May the love of the Holy Family be yours during the Advent and Christmas seasons. I continue to pray for you and ask that you 
continue to pray for me. 
God Bless, 
Fr. Phi Nguyen 

12/19/2021 

Christmas and New Year’s Schedule at Holy Child Jesus Parish 
Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve. Masses at 4:00 p.m. (English), 6:00 p.m. (Vietnamese), 8:00 p.m. (English), and  
10:00 p.m. (Vietnamese). 
Saturday, December 25 – Christmas Day. Masses at 8:00 a.m. (Vietnamese) and 10:00 a.m. (English).  
Saturday, December 25 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph will be celebrated at 4:00 p.m. (English) and 6:00 p.m. 
(Vietnamese). 
Sunday, December 26 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph will be celebrated at 7:30 a.m. (Vietnamese), 9:30 a.m. 
(English), 11:30 a.m. (Vietnamese) and 1:30 p.m. (English). 
Friday, December 31 – The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. 4:00 p.m. (English) and 6:00 p.m. (Vietnamese) 
Saturday, January 1, 2022 – The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. Bilingual English/Vietnamese Mass at  
10:00 a.m.  
Saturday, January 1, 2022 – The Epiphany of the Lord will be celebrated at 4:00 p.m. (English) and 6:00 p.m. (Vietnamese). 
Sunday, January 2, 2022 – The Epiphany of the Lord will be celebrated at 7:30 a.m. (Vietnamese), 9:30 a.m. (English),  
11:30 a.m. (Vietnamese) and 1:30 p.m. (English). 
 
We look forward to worshipping and celebrating with you during this holy time of the year! 

REST IN PEACE 
Our blessed Lord has called home 

Peter Fleming for whom we promise 

our prayers that he may live in joy in 

His presence. 
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LECTOR SCHEDULE 

Sunday Spiritual Nourishment 

“Why We Do What We Do?” 
Part 11 

 

I – Actions speak louder than words!   

The Mass is not a private or merely human ceremony. The symbology of the actions, including such gestures, is definite and 

precise, and reflects the sacramental character of the Church’s prayer; hence, bodily gestures in the Catholic liturgy are very 

important. Every time we participate in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, our bodily gestures are all components and 

expressions of worship and make up a very important part of our worship. 

II – What gestures/postures to do at Mass, when and why?   

Sit during Offertory; Stand as the priest says “Pray my brothers and sisters …” until the end of the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, 

Holy. . .)   

 Eucharistic Prayer: 

 Kneel immediately and be silent after the Sanctus for the entire Eucharistic Prayer proclaimed by the priest, 

giving our full attention on the action taking place at the altar as the table is prepared, to revere and meditate 

of the gracious gift of God in creation and Christ’s saving action.  

Bow your head while kneeling at the moment of the Consecration of each element (host and wine), and say 

silently, “My Lord and my God,” acknowledging the presence of Christ on the altar. If you are standing you 

must make a gesture of reverence each time the priest kneels or genuflects by making a profound bow from 

the waist. Consecration is when the priest says and does what Christ said and did at the Last Supper. The 

power of Christ’s words and actions, and the power of the Holy Spirit, make present the sacrifice of the cross. 

Stand at the priest invitation to recite the Lord’s Prayer (Our Father …) 

      A better awareness of what is going on during the Mass can be a powerful renewal of our personal and communal 

experience during Mass. Simply recognizing that the priest’s postures and gestures during the Mass are significant and tell 

us what is actually happening supernaturally, can enhance your own receipt of grace during the Mass. (In Layman’s Terms 

- Bob Sullivan) 

12/19/2021 

Saturday, December 18 
 5:00 pm Simbang Gabi Lectors 
Sunday, December 19 
 9:30 am Bill Bingham & Bernadette Edom 
 1:30 pm Cristina Ner-Miles & Youth Lector 
Friday, December 24  Christmas Eve 
 4:00 pm Maureen Varallo & Greg Umogo 
 8:00 pm Bernadette Edom &  Paul Alao 
Saturday, December 25  Christmas Day 
 10:00 am Reid Mackin & Bill Bingham 
 
Saturday, December 25             Feast of the Holy Family 
 4:00 pm Le-lieu Pham & Tita Camilotes 
Sunday, December 26 
 9:30 am Peter Johnson & Anita Onyekwere 
 1:30 pm Youth Lector & Ronabel Castillo 
Friday, December 31 Mary, Holy Mother of God 
 4:00 pm Julie Ashbach & Greg Lindemann 
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12/19/2021 

Simbang Gabi Reception: Proof of Vaccination or  
Negative COVID test is MANDATORY! 

 If you plan to attend the Simbang Gabi reception on Saturday, December 18, please note that you MUST 
have either proof of vaccination or a negative COVID test within the previous forty-eight hours prior to the 
reception.  Proof must be either a hard copy or on your phone and must be presented at the door or  

YOU WILL NOT BE ADMITTED.  THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS! 



MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, December 19  4th Sunday of Advent 

Vietnamese 

 7:30 am  Xin tạ ơn Chúa và xin bình an cho gia 

   đình.  Cầu cho linh hồn tổ tiên 

   Cầu cho linh hồn tổ tiên 

   Cầu cho linh hồn Vincente Lương Quốc 

   Dũng 

English 

 9:30 am  John Cipriani 

   Marie Schmid 

   Nwanah Fanily (living) 

   Roque “Roy” Bizon - anniversary 

   Maureen Diskin 

   Stanley Kempner 

Vietnamese 

 11:30 am  Cầu cho linh hồn Maria Thạch Thị Ngọc 

   Châu 

   Cầu cho linh hồn nữ tu Aurenie Châu Thị 
   Minh 

   Cầu cho linh hồn Anna Đào Thị Ngọ và 

   Maria Trisha Trương 

English 

 1:30 pm  Deceased members of Holy Child Jesus 

Monday, December 20 

 8:00 am  Mario Vega 

   Cầu cho 2 linh hồn Đaminh và linh hồn 

   Nicolas 

   Cầu cho linh hồn Vincente Lương Quốc 

   Dũng 

Tuesday, December 21 St. Peter Canisius 

 8:00 am  Florence O. Abad 

   Tạ ơn Chúa 

   Cầu cho linh hồn Vincente Lương Quốc 

   Dũng 

Wednesday, December 22 

 8:00 am  Manuel & Ana Vega 

   Cầu cho linh hồn Vincente Lương Quốc 

   Dũng. Cầu cho linh hồn Martha Nguyễn 

   Thị Lộc 

Thursday, December 23 St. John of Kanty 

 8:00 am  Intentions of Victoria Abad 

   Cầu cho linh hồn Vincente Lương Quốc 

   Dũng 

Friday, December 24  

 8:00 am  Cầu cho linh hồn Vincente Lương Quốc 

   Dũng 

W o r s h i p  C a l e n d a r  
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Christmas Eve 

English 

 4:00 pm  Christopher Murtaugh 

   For the well-being of our parish 

Vietnamese 

 6:00 pm  Xin bình an cho Giáo Xứ. 

English 

 8:00 pm  For Members of Holy Child Jesus Parish 

Vietnamese 

 10:00 pm  Tạ ơn Đức Mẹ.   

   Cầu cho linh hồn Phêrô Mai Cả và  

   Matta Phạm Thị Lường.  

Christmas Day 

Saturday, December 25 

Vietnamese 

 8:00 am  Cầu cho linh hồn Vincente Lương Quốc 

   Dũng 

   Xin bình an và sức khỏe cho cha mẹ và 

   gia đình; cầu cho các linh hồn 

English 

 10:00 am  Tom Kelly 

   Maria 

Feast of the Holy Family 

English 

 4:00 pm  Ann Donohue 

   Rosalina P. Canlas 

Vietnamese 

 6:00 pm  Cầu cho linh hồn Maria Phí Mộng Vân.   

   Cầu cho linh hồn Vincente Lương Quốc 

   Dũng. 

Sunday, December 26 

Vietnamese 

 7:30 am  Deceased members of Holy Child Jesus 

English 

 9:30 am  William Lam Kok Ng 

   Nwanah Family (living) 

   Macaria Santiago 

   Patrick Santiago 

   Maureen Diskin 

Vietnamese 

 11:30 am  Deceased members of Holy Child Jesus 

English 

 1:30 pm  Deceased members of Holy Child Jesus 


