Minutes of Meeting of the PPC

Meeting started at 7:06pm with prayer said by Fr. Phi

Present:
Fr. Phi
Fr. Joe
Art Blumberg
Trangdai Hoang
Thang Dinh
Ronabel Castillo
Anabel Yuen
IJ Okafor
Ebe Chidi
Joe Warfel

Generation to Generation

Art mentioned that the Generation to Generation Campaign has been able to receive pledges in the sum of $894,400 exceeding the target of $745,000. HJCP reached 120% of its goal. He also appreciated everyone that has contributed to the campaign 

Summer Fest

Art asked for contributions as to what went well, what can be changed etc. It was mentioned that neighbors were given vouchers for food.
Fr. Phil noted that no negative feedback has been received from the neighbors as to regards to the music. It was mentioned that No Parking signs posted earlier than last year and so there were no tows of cars. 
Fr. Phil mentioned that Laurie’s neighbors came to have their lunch and dinner. The neighbors were glad we respected the 9pm deadline to end the music. 
Fr. Joe commended the number of people that stayed back to clean up the environment despite the fact that they were busy all day.
The tent covering the entire parking lot made it more welcoming. Fr. Joe mentioned that the Vietnamese presence was well accounted for. despite the long distance they had to drive to church. People felt more relaxed because of the tent.

Thang Dinh mentioned that the total figure realized for Summer Fest will be sent out next Tuesday as they are still waiting for payment from some sponsors.
Joe Warfel mentioned that the teenagers/youths made use of the Claremont space playing volleyball. He is glad that the ball didn't get into any food tents.
Fr. Joe mentioned that we didn't have enough games for the kids.

There was no American food and Art explained that the Boy Scouts were on their annual camping weekend and so were absent. There were supposed to be Scouts from another troop to help out. However, the Scout leader came down with COVID. He also mentioned that he is trying to expand the American food options with three people who he will speak with.

Security: Joe and Art helped with parking and security. The four security officers had to spend more time on parking duty instead of being on the grounds. We should recruit more people for next year. 

Thang Dinh mentioned that the committee needs to know two to three months ahead for parking and security. We will recruit parishioners to help.

Parking: YMCA western entry (many people didn’t know there is an entrance on Western Avenue and could not enter through Touhy Avenue. People were scared of parking there because of getting their cars towed)
St Scholastica parking – we hope we may be able to use their lot next year.
Lakeshore clinic was 60% full

It was mentioned that there need to be a sign for Summer Fest parking in the YMCA lot. We can also improve the parking map.

Restroom: There was a long queue for the bathrooms. People were not aware of the Port-a-Potties. 

Fr. Phi suggested that the Summer Fest should be moved to the 2nd week of July in 2026 to avoid any clashing with other activities.

Assumption of Mary & International Banquet (August 17)
Fr. Phi mentioned that there is an Asian mass with the cardinal on the 17th of August which was previously at 5pm has been moved to 1pm

It was agreed that the event should take place on Saturday August 16 after the 4pm Mass which will be a bilingual Mass. There will be no 6pm mass. 

Facilities work:
Mark finishing the painting in the hallway. Dean will be starting tuckpointing. Plumbing leaks and backup almost remediated. Awaiting quotes on roofing. Fr. Phi mentioned that the church doors getting worse with noise and locking people out and needs to be checked

Fr. Joe spoke about getting a new piano for the church. Everyone received the idea positively and thanked him for the thought. The pianos in the church are pretty old compared to some other church’s sound.

We talked about the choir and music area in the church that look unorganized and messy. At Fr. Joe’s request, Fr. Phi and those at the meeting agreed that Fr. Joe will discuss with those who are involved and bring to the PPC some options for straightening up the area. Fr. Joe would like these changes to take place along with a new piano for our church.

Fr Phi states that we see more people in the church at the 4pm and 9:30am mass. We are a community that work together to unite irrespective of color and differences and that everyone is welcome.

It was concluded that the Vietnamese community will be going to Missouri on Thursday at 4am led by Fr. Joe. We are using one large bus this year to save on costs.

Meeting ended at 7:56pm with prayer said by Fr. Joe

