
Advent Wreath�

�

Question:  What’s the story behind the �

Advent wreath?�

�

Answer:  Each season in the liturgical calendar 

comes with its own local and regional rituals. 

During the Advent season, wreathes adorn 

church sanctuaries and family dining room ta-

bles. You may have said Advent wreath prayers 

in childhood or taken a turn lighting the candles. 

The Advent wreath is full of symbolism about 

Christ and his coming at Christmas. The wreath 

is made of evergreen boughs, reminding us that 

the life of grace doesn’t falter with the changing 

seasons. It always remains fresh and new. Sim-

ilarly, a circular wreath reminds us of the eter-

nal, never�ending nature of God’s love.�

     Candles remind us that Christ is the light of 

the world, the One who “shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it.” We use 

four candles to represent each week of Advent. 

Traditionally they come in the liturgical colors of 

the season. Purple has historically represented 

penance and sacrifice. We see the same color 

for the season of Lent. On the third Sunday of 

Advent, however, we light a rose color. The 

priest will wear rose vestments at Mass. This is 

Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means “rejoice” in 

Latin. On the third Sunday of Advent, we’re 

roughly halfway through the season. The 

Church chooses the midpoint to remind us to celebrate in the midst of our anticipation! Whatever the color 

and whatever the day, the Advent wreath is a beautiful practice to focus our attention on Christ’s coming at 

Christmas.  ©LPi�

On November 9th, 

Detroit Auxiliary 

Bishop Gerald �

Battersby sealed with 

the Holy Spirit in the 

sacrament of �

Confirmation:�

�

Gabriel Beauchamp�

Jaelyn Dexter�

Lillie Hart�

Isabella Ramos�

Lilyana Watson�

�

May God, who has 

begun the good work 

in them, bring it to 

completion.�
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Saturday, Nov. 26  Weekday�

4 pm +Gerald Haliburda Sr. by family�

         +Gerald Haliburda Jr. by family�

   �

Sunday, Nov. 27  First Sunday of Advent�

8 am +Jason DesParais by family�

10 am +Edward Centala 25th ann. by wife�

         +Ron Woodby 38th ann. by family�

         +Geraldine Filippi by Judy & Brian Persia�

         +Loretta Kemp by family�

12 pm People of the Parish�

         +John Sara by sisters Carolyn Morrin and �

                                                       Mary Jane Watkins�

�

Monday, Nov. 28  Advent Weekday�

8 am +Thelma Cauchi�

         �

Tuesday, Nov. 29  Advent Weekday�

8 am +Robert Buhl by Mom�

    �

Wednesday, Nov. 30  St. Andrew, Apostle�

8 am +Ernest Landvay by Denise Murray�

�

Thursday Dec. 1  Advent Weekday�

8 am +Charlene Mary Gorny�

� �

Frist Friday, Dec. 2  Advent Weekday             �

8 am Int. of Sally Wickland bday�

12 Noon  +Irene Pastuszka by Marcia Tomkiewicz�

�

Saturday, Dec. 3  St. Francis Xavier, priest�

8 am In reparation to the Immac. Heart of Mary�

12 noon Memorial Mass for William Robert�

4 pm +Helen Petroski 1st ann. By Maryann Peters�

         +People of the Parish�

         +Robert Richards by neighbors�

         +Arlene Exel bday by family�

   �

Sunday, Dec. 4  Second Sunday of Advent�

8 am +Nancy Roberts by family�

         +Sal & Dee Rodriguez by family�

10 am +Jim Cayley by Betty Cayley�

         +Thaddeus Filipowski by family�

         +Stanley & Bernice Filipowski by family�

         Spec. Int. Michael D. Wall by family�

12 pm +Feliks & Mary Turek by Sons�

          +Elaine Goebel by family  �

S������� L���  burns  brightly this week�

                             �

In Memory of�

�

+Janet & Joseph Farkas�

�

by family�

The Christian Service Commission has once 

again put up our 

Christmas Giving 

Tree to help those in 

need in our communi-

ty. Each ornament on 

the tree will be for a 

gift card for either Tar-

get, Meijer or Walmart. 

Please take one (or 

more) ornaments from 

the tree and return�

the gift cards you purchase by December 11.�

�

You have been most generous and loving in the 

past and we know that you will do what you can 

to help brighten the holidays of someone in 

need.�

�

Thank you and we wish you a very Blessed 

Christmas,�

Christian Service Commission�

�

Altar Society Christmas Luncheon & Meeting�

�

     Please save the date: Friday, Dec.2,2022. We 

will start the day with 12 noon Mass, 

followed by a short meeting and our 

annual Christmas luncheon. �

     All women of the parish are invited 

to join us for prayer, a short meeting 

and luncheon. �

     This year we will be catering the luncheon, so 

we are asking those who want to attend to 

R.S.V.P to Clare Girard, Phone # 313�561�2675.    �

     We encourage all women of the parish to join 

us in prayer, food and fellowship. Hope to see 

you there.�

�

ON THE RISE BAKERY!�

SAVE THE DATE � DECEMBER 4, 2022�

�

     On The Rise Bakery is a program of the Capu-

chin Soup Kitchen. Their bakers have recently 

been released from prison or have completed a�

substance abuse program. With each purchase 

of their bakery items we help make possible sup-

portive housing, training, counseling services,�

educational opportunities and self help pro-

grams. �

     Delicious breads and baked goods including 

some gluten free will be available before and af-

ter 8:00, 10:00 and 12:00 mass here at St. Maria 



�GOSPEL MEDITATION � ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

1st Sunday of Advent�

�

     We can embrace and relish each moment of our lives as a sa-

cred sacrament or nonchalantly and robotically attend to what life 

presents. We have our feet in two worlds. One is holy and sacred, 

and the other is profane and secular. Which one has the greater 

claim on us? To what do we devote most of our energy? We can 

easily be consumed with the particular demands and essentials of 

daily life: family, work, obligations, and the like, that we don’t really 

notice anything more than what is right before us. We become mas-

ters at “doing” and neglect our need to “savor.” Jesus reminds his 

friends that “as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming 

of the Son of Man. In those days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in mar-

riage, up to the day Noah entered the ark. They did not know until the flood came and carried them all away.”�

     While certain things require our daily attention, we cannot become so consumed with them that we fail to 

see the larger picture of what is coming. For the Christian, Advent is the time to pause, reflect, and savor. It is 

a time to see life as a sacrament of the moment and not just an investment in secular interests, pleasures, 

and personal obligations. It is easy to get distracted, lazy, preoccupied, and tired. Apathy can quickly wreak 

havoc on the most dedicated of souls. Whatever we can do this Advent season to be more attentive, focused, 

alert, and watchful will serve us well. It will make us eager and well�prepared to meet our Lord when he 

comes. It is for certain that he will come.�

     Who made me? What is my purpose? What will happen to me when I die? These are pivotal questions 

that, in life’s busyness, we hardly find time to ask and answer. They define who we are, and the answers we 

provide serve as guideposts and anchors in the seas of our lives. Advent is the perfect time to make friends 

with our souls. It is a time to perk ourselves up, open our eyes, ears, and hearts and seek God’s presence in 

the simple moments of our lives. God is with us. Ask God to grant you a deeper appreciation for His presence 

and the gift of attentiveness.  ©LPi�

�

LIVE THE LITURGY � INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK�

�

     Whether it is the surgeon performing an operation or the pilot directing a flight, one 

expects them to be alert. When we entrust our lives to someone, we presume that 

they will attend to them with the utmost care and vigilance. If we have this expectation 

of others, why would we not have it of ourselves? Our lives are precious vessels on an 

eternal journey. We can only stay afloat and on the course because of God’s love and 

mercy. It is easy to get distracted, lazy, preoccupied, and tired. Apathy can wreak hav-

oc on the most dedicated of souls. God’s word transforms all that it touches, even a lukewarm heart. Let us 

seek God’s grace this Advent season so that we can walk more fully in His light. Then, finding ourselves more 

attentive, focused, alert, and watchful, we will be eager and well prepared to meet our Lord when He comes. 

Why would we not want to be ready, awake, and watchful for the One we have waited for so long?   ©LPi�

�

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK � REFLECT AND RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE�

�

First Reading:  The prophet Isaiah foresaw a time when all nations would unite in peace over their common 

belief and worship of Israel’s God. What do you think a world totally at peace looks like?�

�

Second Reading:  Paul taught the believers in Rome that salvation and the end of time were closely con-

nected. Thus, he encouraged avoiding immoral behavior such as drunkenness, promiscuity, envy, or jeal-

ousy. What motivates you to live a moral life?�

�

Gospel:  Jesus taught his disciples that no one knows when the Son of Man will return to earth, so “be pre-

pared” at all times. As we begin the season of Advent, how might you be better prepared for welcoming Jesus 

into your life?  ©LPi�



Saint Andrew | November 30�

�

      Saint Andrew was a fisherman in Galilee, along with his brother, Peter, when they 

were called by Jesus to leave their boat and become fishers of men. John’s Gospel al-

so places him as a follower of John the Baptist before he came to be one of Jesus’ 

twelve Disciples. Beyond the scant references in the Gospels, not much is known of 

Saint Andrew’s life.�

According to Christian tradition Saint Andrew, like many of his fellow Disciples, went out 

into Greece and Turkey to preach the Good News. A 4th century account of the saint’s 

life tells of his martyrdom by crucifixion in Patras. Medieval accounts describe the cross 

used as X�shaped because Andrew said he was not worthy to die on the same style of 

cross as Jesus.�

Famously, Saint Andrew is the patron Saint of Scotland, the country’s flag bearing the 

X�shaped cross associated with him. Legends claim that the saint either traveled to 

Scotland to spread the Gospel or that his relics were brought there by St. Regulus who 

had a vision telling him to take the bones to the end of the earth. Regulus set out and 

was shipwrecked on the coast of Scotland. Today relics of St. Andrew which had been held by the Vatican 

are now at a shrine in Patras.  ©LPi�

�

Prophets�

�

Question:  The Church teaches that, through our baptism, we are 

made priest, prophet, and king like Christ. What does it mean for 

us to be prophets in the world today?�

�

Answer:  We are indeed sharers in the threefold mission of Christ. We 

live our “kingship” when we serve others in justice, work for the com-

mon good in society, and overcome sin in our own lives. Our “priestly” 

mission is lived when we unite our lives to Christ’s sacrifice on the 

cross, offering them up as a gift of love. We are also called to be 

prophets. Our lives may not look like Isaiah and Jeremiah of old � 

and perhaps desert living and locust eating like St. John the Baptist 

might feel out of reach � but this doesn’t nullify our invitation and obli-

gation.�

     As baptized Christians, we have accepted the Gospel in faith. 

We’re also called to proclaim the Gospel as well. This may mean by 

giving Christ�centered advice to another person or defending truth 

when it’s threatened. It also means living our faith in deeds.�

     St. John Paul II writes that we are “called to allow the newness and 

the power of the Gospel to shine out every day in [our] family and so-

cial life” (On the Lay Members of Christ’s Faithful, 14). A prophet 

points to a higher truth beyond himself or herself. We live prophetically when we treat others as Christ treated 

people and when we arrange our schedule to prioritize those to whom we have the greatest obligation, includ-

ing our families, as well as the poor and vulnerable around us. We live prophetically when we think critically 

about the culture around us and we allow our faith to inform our public life.  ©LPi�

�

�

I AM HERE Advent Holy Hours�Please Help Us Spread the Word�

�

Every day during Advent, a parish of the Archdiocese of Detroit will host a 

special Holy Hour at 7 p.m.�Join us and experience the transformative pres-

ence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  The daily list was included in the parish bul-

letin a few weeks ago but can also be found at�iamhere.org/advent�



Join us as we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe with a Rosary, celebratory songs and 

dances, and Holy Mass celebrated by Bishop Artu-

ro Cepeda at the Cathedral of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament, on Friday December 9!�

Schedule:�

Rosary at 5:15 p.m.�

Devotion to Our Lady with songs and dances at 

5:45 p.m.�

Holy Mass at 7:00 p.m.�

This celebration will also be livestreamed on our 

Facebook and at�aod.org/livemasses.�

�

Free Online Advent Course from Sacred Heart 

Major Seminary: The Fulfillment of All Desire�

�

     In this short online course, Dr. Ralph Martin, Di-

rector of Programs in the New Evangelization at 

Sacred Heart Major Seminary, shows how achiev-

ing holiness is not only possible, but something 

each and every one of us is called to. He will pre-

sent the stages of spiritual growth as lived out by 

some of the great spiritual masters of the Church. 

The curriculum is based on Dr. Martin’s book�The 

Fulfillment of All Desire: A Guidebook for the Jour-

ney to God Based on the Wisdom of the Saints. 

Learn more and register at�shms.edu/advent�

�

Stewardship Thoughts:��

     As we prepare for the coming of our Savior on 

Christmas, today’s Scripture readings remind us 

that we do not know the exact day the Lord will 

come for us. Therefore, we always need to be pre-

pared. When St. Paul proclaims, Let us then throw 

off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light, he is instructing us to put on the Lord, Jesus 

Christ, and steer clear of temptations of the flesh. 

For when the Lord comes for us, we will have to 

account for our stewardship of God’s abundant 

blessings. Daily Advent reflections, available 

at�www.wordonfire.org�and other Catholic websites, 

help prepare us spiritually for Christmas. �

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE GOD 

IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

Being Surprised by Christ�

�

     Some people hate surprise parties. There are 

those who are uncomfortable with a last�minute va-

cation or even an unexpected travel upgrade. If it 

wasn’t part of the plan, it’s 

a cause for consternation.�

     There is a temptation to 

view these folks as cur-

mudgeonly � sticks in the 

mud, obsessed with pre-

dictability. But I think if 

we’re being honest, there’s 

a little bit of the surprise�

averse in all of us.�

     Deep within the very heart of the element of sur-

prise is a kernel of shock. And shock, in the mo-

ment, can feel similar to trauma. If we reflect on the 

most traumatic occurrences of our lives � a loss, an 

accident, a calamity � it is likely that we will say 

this: “It was the shock more than anything that got to 

me.” Grief or fear, those feelings were overwhelming 

as well, but they came later. In the first moment, all 

we knew was we were going about our lives on one 

path until we were thrust on a different one and then 

the whole future changed.�

     This is the natural rhythm of our life here on 

earth. We never know what is coming � which is to 

say, in a beautiful way, we always know what is 

coming. More importantly, we know Who is coming.�

     Like the early riser who sets the “pre�alarm” (the 

one on which he knows he’s going to hit snooze just 

to take the edge off the disappointment of waking 

up), we are always being given a heads�up in Scrip-

ture. From the earliest prophecies of the Messiah to 

Jesus’ reminders in the Gospel to the very last 

words of Revelations, God has communicated to His 

stewards: You know the time. The time is now. We 

are called to constant vigilance, perpetual renewal, 

steadfast accountability.�

     In the end, the coming of Christ may be the only 

event in history that was a surprise, but not a shock 

� and so it will only be beautiful, even for those who 

hate surprise parties.�

                             � Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi�



Norm Abramczyk�

Louise Ames�

Anna Axe�

Harry Bacalia�

Sue Bacalia�

Norma Bak�

Violet Barrette�

Bob Behmer�

Bob Bellottie�

Jim Bellottie�

Vincent Bellottie�

Judy Bennett�

Patricia Best�

Sharon Bieniek�

Cynthia Blaha�

Marilyn Block�

Aaron Boyless�

Thomas J. Brennan, Jr.�

Ken Butler�

Joan Buzo�

Stella Camilleri�

Jacob Cassar�

Richard Cline�

Carolyn Doran�

Zoe Cossin�

Betty Ann Crawford�

Todd Dawson�

Shannon Dawson�

Tina Doney�

Sandy Dudek�

Ernie Dull�

Marsha Farmer �

Cecil Fernandez�

Tina Fernandez�

Lisa Foster�

Rose Fraley�

Duane Glossa�

Roseann Gomez�

Bob & Lori Gonzales�

Gary Graham Jr�

Abigail Graves�

Jennifer Hanna Green�

Charlotte Gutierrez�

Eileen Halpin �

Henry Hansen�

Tina Hovis�

Phyllis Ivy�

Sue Jagodka�

Joanne Kacher�

Norman Kaleto�

Brenda Kaleto�

Fr. Terry Kerner�

Evelyn Kisell�

Chris Kovac�

John  Kovac�

Jenene Kozinski�

George Kramar�

Matt Kulczyk�

Rachel La Pointe�

Patrica Lacopelli�

Joseph Lasky�

Margaret Lasky�

Jennifer Mackaluso & 

Family�

Guadalupe Madrigal�

Phyllis Mareck�

Donald Martin�

Erin Martin�

Larry & Carol McGrew �

Sue McCoy�

Linda Molek�

Steven Monroe�

Dorothy Morse�

Pat Mozdzen�

Suzanne Nicholas�

Gigi Novak�

Daniel O’Connor�

Diane Owens�

John Palmer�

Mary Pellegrini�

Jenna Peters�

Maryanne Peters�

Jimmy Piche�

Kathleen Pietras�

Mary Pike�

Jeff Pingilley�

Jess Pingilley�

Linda Pingilley�

Robert Pingilley�

Sam Pingilley�

Wayne Pingilley�

Carol Regnier�

Whitney Regnier�

Noemia Reid�

Richard Roberts�

Richard�

Felice Rodorigo�

Laura Salazar�

Richard Sanchez�

Fred, Matt, & Joann 

Sanscrainte�

Dennis Scanland�

Dr Alan Scher �

Pat Schoenherr�

Carol Schwartz�

Darlene Shannon�

Phil Shannon�

Rose Shannon�

Jaxon Shubik�

Jimmy Stecki�

Gerald Stevens�

Jim Tokarczyk�

Laurie Trupp�

Beth Vaghy�

Michael Wheelock�

Eileen Winnie�

The Wirick Family�

Frank Wojcik�

Stephen Zelle�

Air Force �

Matthew Thornton, Nicole Thornton, �

Michelle Thornton, Brittany Mack, �

Tiffany Kay Smith (Ladd), husband, Don Smith �

�

Army �

Josh Harpster, Zachary Robbins, �

Robert Truchan,  Anthony Lemieux, �

Bryce Bieniek, Tony Pernicano, Jacob Grze-

bienik,�

Matthew Hapunowicz �

�

Marines �

Joseph Krawzyk, 1st Lieutenant, Joseph 

McGinnis, Corporal, Andrew Clark, 1st Lieu-

tenant, �

Cody S. Pratt, Luke Cohen, Lance Corporal�

�

Navy �

Ryan Detlor, Patrick Hanosh�

�

Army National Guard  �

Vincent Nowak, Michael Dunne� �

�



First Sunday of Advent Isaiah 2:1�5 Swords into Ploughshares �

�

     The first reading of the entire Advent season presents Isaiah’s famous dream 

of a people at peace: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their 

spears into pruning hooks.” How can we get that peace? �

     In Isaiah’s vision, that peace comes from the Word of the Lord. That Word 

comes from Jerusalem. �

     The city of Jerusalem sits on a hill, but it is a stubby little hill. Other hills are 

larger. But Isaiah prophesies that Jerusalem’s hill will be established as the 

highest mountain. All will stream toward it to hear God’s Word. �

     For Christians, when we hear this prophecy on the First Sunday of Advent, 

we imagine Isaiah’s dream on a grander scale. We see heaven as the new Jeru-

salem, established higher than anywhere else. We see all peoples streaming toward it for instruction. The 

word that comes from the new Jerusalem is the Word made flesh at Bethlehem. We yearn to hear that Word 

and form our lives by it. �

     This day, let us hear the Word of God. Let us take the weapons we hurl at our neighbors�the angry 

words, the hurtful deeds�and beat them into plowshares that open fertile soil of communication and into 

pruning hooks that weave renewed relationships of peace.�

�

First Sunday of Advent Romans 13:11�14 Alarm Clock �

�

     People act differently at night than they do in the day. In the day we are 

busy with personal responsibilities, but nights invite relaxation. On some 

nights, we relax too much. Some people let their guard down at night. In the 

dark we are more prone to commit crime and enter sin, as if no one can 

see. �

     When the hour comes to wake from sleep, we are filled with expectation 

and remorse. We look forward to the promise of the coming day, but we re-

gret the sins of the past. �

     Advent is here. The alarm has just gone off. St. Paul says, “It is the hour 

now for you to awake from sleep.” Paul is not talking about the dawn of an-

other weekday. He speaks of the dawn of an eternal day. Our salvation is near at hand. The risen Christ 

longs to enter our hearts and dwell there by faith. �

     We have to quit acting as if it is night. We should behave as if it were eternal day. Our responsibilities as 

Christians continue in every circumstance�when we are at work or at play, when we are active or at rest. 

The faithful Christian remains vigilant at all hours, so that we will be ready for Christ when he comes. �

     Christ is coming soon. Our salvation is near at hand. Let us spend this Advent doing the deeds of day and 

avoiding the deeds of darkness. �

�

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year A © 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training 

Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD�

�

     "Some ...might be surprised to know that the single, most powerful causal influence on the religious lives 

of American teenagers and young adults is the religious lives of their parents. Not their peers, not the media, 

not their youth group leaders or clergy, not their religious schoolteachers. Myriad studies show that, beyond a 

doubt, the parents of American youth play the�leading role in shaping the character of their religious and spir-

itual lives, even well after they leave home and often for the rest of their lives… �

      "The influence of parents on children while they still live at home�including their influence on the reli-

gious identities, beliefs and practices�is paramount, lasting for years, decades, often lifetimes. The best gen-

eral predictor of what any American is like religiously, after comparing all of the other possible variables and 

factors, is what their parents were like religiously when they were growing up.” (Smith and Adamczyk, 2021, 

pp. 1�3) �

���Handing Down the Faith � How Parents Pass Their Religion on to the Next Generation, authors Christian 

Smith and Amy Adamczyk of the University of Notre Dame’s Center for the Study of Religion and Society �
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**  bulletin@smgoretti.com  **�

�

All submissions are due 10 days �

before publication date.�

�

The deadline for bulletin submissions is �

2:00pm on Thursday, �

10 days before the bulletin date.���

�

Exceptions occur when the bulletin is re-

quired to be sent early  due to holidays.�

�

Please plan ahead as submissions  received 

past the deadline will be published in the 

following  week’s bulletin.�

��

Submissions should be sent as a Word docu-

ment (single spaced), PDF or �

photo format (JPEG, TIFF, GIF, PNG), �

attached to  or in the body of an email�

Mustard                 Hamburger Helper (needed badly)�

�

Coffee                    Scalloped and Au Gratin Potatoes�

�

Mixed Vegetables        Paper Towels (needed badly)�

�

Carrots                  Kidney Beans and Northern Beans�

�

Tomato Sauce               Chili in a Can�

�

Yams/Sweet Potatoes   Corn�

LECTORS �

�

Nov. 26�27�

4 pm Gretchen Searynck�

8 am Pat Wallace�

10 am Chris Klimchalk�

12 pm Francis Tofil�

�

Dec. 3�4�

4 pm Marge Taylor�

8 am Tom Koselka�

10 am Richard Fron�

12 pm  Mary Jane Favot�

Men’s Prayer Group�

�

ST. JOSEPH MEN’S PRAYER GROUP����

Established by Fr. Patrick O’Kelley Knights of 

Columbus�

Every Third Thursday, from 7:00 � 8:00 p.m.�

St. Maria Goretti Church�

�

     Fr. Patrick O’Kelly Knights of Columbus 

Council started the St. Joseph Men’s Prayer 

Group.� The group is facilitated by Deacon 

Regis Buckley, meets the third Thursday of 

every month at 7:00 p.m. inside St. Maria 

Goretti Church, and goes for one hour.��

     Any Catholic male is invited, and you do 

not need to be a member of our Council, or 

even a member of the Knights of Columbus, 

in order to attend.� Just show up, or you’re 

welcome to call, text or email with any ques-

tions.� �

     Thank you and God bless.�

Jim Vihtelic.� 313�618�8811, �

email: jwvpc@wowway.com�

�

As we approach the holiday season, here is an update 

on the pantry:   We have helped our neighbors in need 

with RENT: $2,030.  WATER: $1,797.  DTE: $612.90.�

All just this month.  This could not be done without your 

help.  Thank you.�

Also, we have a total amount we will receive from the 

Meijer Simply Give Program of $30,670.  Just amazing!  

Thank you to all who have helped us reach this amazing 

amount.�

     God’s blessings upon all of you wonderful people.  

Happy Thanksgiving to you all from all of us at the Pan-

try. �

Dec. 8�

8 am Mary Ellen Sobczak�

12 pm Dave Griswack�

6:30 pm Marge Taylor�

�

Dec. 10�11�

4 pm Gretchen Searynck�

8 am Pat Wallace�

10 am Chris Bergeron�

12 pm Francis Tofil�
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20710 Colgate,  Dearborn Heights, MI  48125�

�

WEBSITE:  www.stmariagorettiparish.com�

�

�

P���� O�����    parishoffice@smgoretti.com�

Phone: 313.562.5356     Fax: 313.562.0058�

�

P���� S���� � L���������

�

P��
�  Rev. David Lesniak      pastor@smgoretti.com�

�

S���
� D���
�  Rev. Mr. Lawrence Girard�

�

P���� D���
��

Rev. Mr. Regis Buckley      deacon@smgoretti.com�

�

F���� F
� ���
� O�����    �

DRE@smgoretti.com  or  FaithForm@smgoretti.com�

313.563.0960�

�
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Matt Kulczyk      Direct Number:  313.563.3970�
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Saturday:   4 p.m.�

Sunday:   8 a.m., 10 a.m. & 12 Noon�
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Monday through Friday: 8 a.m.�

First Friday: 8 a.m. & 12 Noon�

First Saturday: 8 a.m. �
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�   Saturday:  3 � 3:30 p.m. or by request�
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First Fridays following the morning Mass until 9:30 a.m.�

�

B����   Contact Parish Office for arrangements.  �

Pre�Baptism Class required.�

�

M�����!�   Please contact Parish Office at least six (6) 

months in advance.�
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Closed to visitors until further notice due to 

surge in covid cases.  Please telephone or email.�

Calls after hours should be limited to emergencies 

only.�

�

Monday�� Thursday:���9 am � 1 pm ��

Friday: CLOSED for the time being�

�

If you need to contact the parish office, �

please call during regular business hours.�

You can also reach the  parish office by email: 

parishoffice@smgoretti.com�
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Parish Council�

�

Chairperson:   Richard Fron�

�

Co�Chairperson:  Chris Bergeron�

�

Secretary:  Thomas Koselka�

�

Members at Large:  Barbara Balnius � Mario Ferrante�

Pat Wallace              David Griswack� Valerie Koselka�

John O’Callaghan    Marge Taylor       Sandy VanAssche��

Linda Wielkopolan�

�

Worship Commission:� � David Griswack�

�

Education/Formation Comm:� Marge Taylor� � �

�

Christian Svc. Commission:� Cathy Nagle�

�

Finance Council:� � Dianna Dunne�

�

Ushers President:� � Dave Griswack�

� 313.999.5144�

�
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Online giving makes it easy to give! You never have 

to bring envelopes, cash or checks to church.��Giving 

electronically also helps the church save money and �

plan its budget.�

There are no fees for on�line giving.�

�

� Visit the St. Maria Goretti website at 

www.stmariagorettiparish.com�

�

� Click on the�Online Giving�link on the left side of 

the home page.�

�

� Complete the registration form�

�

�Please feel free to call the Parish Office if you 

should have any questions or want to know more 

about Online Giving.�

�

Your donations are vital to the success of 

our Parish community.�

�
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with Deacon Regis�

Join us on �

Fridays at 3:00pm to pray the �

Divine Mercy Chaplet on ZOOM.  �

To connect by computer use this link:  �

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85478055945 �

To connect by smart phone call �

1 (312) 626 6799 �



Sunday, Nov 27, 2022 The most wonderful time, indeed "It's the most won-

derful time of the year" as some popular lyrics go, and a lot of us agree. Andy 

Williams made the tune famous, but composers Eddie Pola and George Wyle 

wrote it. Ironically, Pola and Wyle were Jewish. Yet they assisted Williams in 

earning the title "Mr. Christmas" with their composition. The song celebrates 

holiday parties, caroling, mistletoe, good cheer, and loved ones near. But for 

believers, the season beginning today is really about anticipation and Incarnation, light illuminating the dark-

ness, and God coming near. We know what time it is. Make this Advent a genuine celebration of hope. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 2:1�5; Romans 13:11�14; Matthew 24:37� 44 (1). 

“You know the time; it is the hour now for you to awake from sleep.” �

�

Monday, Nov 28, 2022 Time to get ready! With the Thanksgiving holiday weekend wrapped up, Catholics 

yesterday began the Advent journey to Christmas. The word advent comes from Latin for “to come.” All the 

days from now until the celebration of the birth of Jesus are preparation for his coming. Preparation in this 

case means remembering to be ready with a spirit of both penance and joy. Did you set out an Advent wreath 

on your dinner table yesterday? For many, it’s the first of many Christmas decorations to come out�with fes-

tooned trees not far behind. The wreath is more than just a pretty adornment but also a daily reminder to pray 

as you count down each week with a new candle. Start the season out right by blessing your wreath with a 

prayer. ADVENT WEEKDAY TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 4:2�6; Matthew 8:5�11 (175). “Amen, I say to you, 

in no one in Israel have I found such faith.” �

�

Tuesday, Nov 29, 2022 Listen with the ear of a child “Advent is not a time to declare, but to listen, to listen 

to whatever God may want to tell us through the singing of the stars, the quickening of a baby, the gallantry 

of a dying man,” wrote Christian writer Madeleine L’Engle, born this day in 1918. L’Engle is especially known 

for her children’s books, including A Wrinkle in Time, which won the 1963 Newberry Medal. This Advent, con-

sider what it might be like to imitate the Christ Child instead of the adult Jesus. As A Wrinkle in Time tells us: 

“To love is to be vulnerable; and it is only in vulnerability and risk�not safety and security� that we over-

come darkness.” ADVENT WEEKDAY TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 11:1�10; Luke 10:21�24 (176). “Although 

you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have revealed them to the childlike.” �

�

Wednesday, Nov 30, 2022 Be first to follow the Lord It’s no coincidence that Saint Andrew the Apostle is 

linked to Advent (which traditionally begins on the Sunday closest to his feast day). In Eastern Christianity he 

is known as protokletos, “first called,” because it was Andrew, who had been a disciple of John the Baptist, 

who persuaded his brother Simon (whom we know as Peter) to follow Jesus with his words, "We have found 

the Messiah!” Andrew also has a devotion linked to Advent, known as the Saint Andrew Novena. Try it out 

and see if it supports and deepens your living out your own call. FEAST OF ANDREW, APOSTLE TODAY'S 

READINGS: Romans 10:9�18; Matthew 4:18�22 (684). “At once they left their nets and followed him.” �
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Thursday, Dec 01, 2022 Build on higher ground Anyone who has followed the news over the past year 

has seen more images than ever of people coping with floods. Families waiting on rooftops, people stuffed in 

boats, neighbors wading through murky water. Jesus constantly used images to make his point, including the 

image of discipleship as a solid house that stands firm during storms and floods. “Be faithful in small things 

because it is in them that your strength lies,” Saint Teresa of Calcutta once said. Are you building a strong, 

flood�proof house in the small things you do each day? ADVENT WEEKDAY 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 26:1�6; Matthew 7:21, 24�27 (178). “Everyone 

who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man 

who built his house on rock.” �

�

Friday, Dec 02, 2022 Walk with each other Today, the church remembers 

martyrs Jean Donovan, Maura Clarke, Dorothy Kazel, and Ita Ford, brutally 

murdered for standing with the poor in war�torn El Salvador in 1980. Their wit-

ness still speaks profoundly to us today as we encounter our own wars, vio-

lence, and suffering, especially among the most vulnerable. And still, we strug-

gle to know what to do. Let us take courage as we ponder the questions posed �



by Ita Ford in 1977: "Am I willing to suffer with the people here, the suffering 

of the powerless? Can I say to my neighbors, ‘I have no solution to this situ-

ation. I don't know the answers, but I will walk with you, search with you, be 

with you?'" ADVENT WEEKDAY TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 29:17�24; 

Matthew 9:27�31 (179). “Let it be done for you according to your faith.” �

�

Saturday, Dec 03, 2022 Missionizing begins at home Many of the practic-

es of the great “missionizing projects” of centuries past are seen as prob-

lematic in our age, with its greater sensibility of the rights of indigenous peo-

ples to worship freely as they wish. So, while the legacy of one of the 

patrons of foreign missions, Saint Francis Zavier, is a mixed one, it is sig-

nificant to note that he always provided for ongoing pastoral care of the 

communities he missionized and also advocated for an educated native cler-

gy (rather than foreign�born leadership). None of us acts with perfect justice, 

but each of us finds ourself living in a unique historical moment, called upon 

to help church and society live up to the best and most noble qualities of our 

tradition. MEMORIAL OF FRANCIS XAVIER, JESUIT PRIEST TODAY'S 

READINGS: Isaiah 30:19�21, 23�26; Matthew 9:35�10:1, 5a, 6�8 (180). “At 

the sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity for them because they 

were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd.” Invest just 

five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow�a day at a time.�

�

©2022 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights re-

served. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with permission from Take-

FiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. For more information 

about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. �
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 JOHN WOOD
 PLUMBING

313-278-9300
Fast Professional Service

Expert Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Lic. Master Plumber
Reasonable Rates

www.johnwoodplumbingllc.com 10% PARISHIONER DISCOUNT 

All Makes & Models
www.atozheating.com

313-291-8200

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING & 

APPLIANCE REPAIR

2640 Monroe Blvd.
Dearborn, Michigan
(313) 274-4000

www.hackettmetcalf.com
Funeral Directors Since 1903

Funeral Directors

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

24 Hour Emergency Service
313-558-8757 

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

TOO HOT? 
TOO COLD?

 NO HOT WATER?
DUCTWORK DIRTY?

CALL US WE CAN HELP!

313-395-1144

TOTAL
TREE SERVICE
tree trimming, removal, FirewooD

Stump grinDing
Insured, Senior Discounts

30 Yrs. Exp. • I.S.A. Certified Arborist
Free Estimate 734-266-4015

www.frankstree.com

Kramar Jewelry, Inc.
Fine Diamond Setting
Expert Jewelry Repairing
All Shapes of Diamonds
Wholesale Prices

25766 Woodward Ave. • Royal Oak
(1/2 mile north of I-696)

Mon-Fri 10a-6p
Saturday 10a-5p

www.kramarjewelry.com
248-968-3010248-968-3010

WE BUY GOLDWE BUY GOLD

21925 Garrison St. •West Dearborn | WestbornAgency.com

Are You a Hospital Employee?
You now qualify for Meemic Insurance.

Save Big, up to 35% on
Auto & Home Insurance

Call Mariam, 313-914-3813

Senior In-Home Care Services
 Personal Care
 Meal Preparation
 Bathing
 In-Home Safety Solutions
 Companionship Care
 Light Housekeeping
 Transportation
http://plymouth-404.comfortkeepers.com

Contact Us Today

(734) 397-1111

THIS SPACE IS

7635 Allen Rd., Allen Park
www.SayItWithFlowersUSA.com

(313) 383-5222

Say it with
Flowers

Your Full Service Florist
Parishioner

Serving the Parish with pride!
WEDDING & FUNERAL SPECIALIST

We bring neighbors together over great-tasting coffee & 
delicious baked goods. Stop by one of our many Dearborn 

locations or Order ahead using the Tim Hortons App!
timhortons.com

SENIOR DISCOUNT

PLUMBING
313-794-2609

Family Owned and 
Operated for Over 70 Years

DEARBORN - 23701 Ford Rd
(313) 278-5100

www.voranfuneralhome.com


