
Our Lady of Guadalupe�

�

Question:  Is Our Lady of Guadalupe only a �

                   cultural devotion?�

�

Answer:  You may be familiar with Our Lady of 

Guadalupe from devotions in Hispanic commu-

nities. There is a rich heritage originating in 

Mexico, the site of the apparition of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe. But Mary is for all of us! Our Lady of 

Guadalupe is, in fact, named the patroness of 

all the Americas, from the Chilean Patagonian 

mountains to the Arctic islands of Canada. After 

Mary appeared to St. Juan Diego as a young, 

mestizo woman, conversions to Catholicism be-

gan to grow exponentially throughout Latin 

America. Our Lady of Guadalupe has been 

meaningful to the Mexican people, and her im-

age and devotions have been incorporated as 

broader symbols of culture.�

     This apparition inspires across lines of na-

tionality and culture. Juan Diego, recipient of the 

apparition, was a poor laborer. The famous im-

age of Our Lady of Guadalupe did not appear 

on silk or stone, but on the simple, natural wo-

ven fibers of Juan Diego’s tunic. The apparition 

affirms the dignity of the poor and shows striking 

solidarity. Mary appeared as the people ap-

peared. In the apparition, Mary is indeed radi-

ant, with the sun behind her and a cloak of stars 

around her. But her dress is simple, and she is pregnant. This apparition also reminds us of the sanctity of life 

and the need for life’s protection at all stages. Mary’s moving words to Juan Diego are words for us all: “Am I 

not here who am your mother? Are you not under my shadow and protection? Are you not in the folds of my 

mantle, in the crossing of my arms?”  ©LPi�

CHRISMAS MASS SCHEDULE�

�

Christmas Eve:  4 pm and 9 pm�

Christmas Day:  8 am and 10 am�

�

Additional Opportunities for Confession:�

�

Mon., Dec. 19  8:45 am, 12 Noon, and �

                        6:30 pm (2 priests)�

Tues., Dec. 20 8:45 am, 12 Noon, and �

                        6:30 pm (2 priests)�

Wed., Dec. 21  8:45 am�

�

There will be no confessions Dec. 24th�

Attention All Bakers 

in the Parish:�

We need your help 

and support!�

�

The Altar Society 

will be hosting a 

Holiday Bake Sale:�

�

         Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022    3 pm � 5:30 pm�

       Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022      7:30 am � 1:30pm�

�

Please drop your baked goods off in the Activity Center 

on:�

        Friday, Dec.16, 2022         2 pm � 5 pm�

        Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022    3:30 pm � 5:30 pm�

�

Thank you for your continued support!�
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�

Saturday, Dec. 10  Advent Weekday�

4 pm +Rolande & +Reynolds Kosloskey by A. Hager�

         +Magdalen Czapiewski by Berry Family�

   �

Sunday, Dec. 11  Third Sunday of Advent�

8 am +Michaeline Chwastek by family�

         +People of the Parish�

10 am +Mickey Holuta by family�

         +John & Loretta Velliky by family�

         +Doris Wolak by Wanda Dziewit�

         +Eleanor Sneller by husband William�

12 pm +Madge Czapiewski by Carl & Roseann Saam�

                                                     and Dan Czapiewski�

          +Feliks & Mary Turek by sons �

�

Monday, Dec. 12  Our Lady of Guadalupe�

8 am +Lee Caldwell 25th ann. by Dolores�

         +Fr. Francis X. Dietz & +Fr. Jim Wysocki (bday)�

         +Sr. Marcine, SSJ�

         �

Tuesday, Dec. 13  St. Lucy, virgin & martyr�

8 am +Wayne & Kathleen Pressey by Dr. Vince Potts�

    �

Wednesday, Dec. 14  St. John of the Cross�

8 am +Anita Girardi by husband Peter�

         +Mary Pawlicki by Josephine & Giovanni�

         +Bernice Waskevich (ann) by daughters�

�

Thursday Dec. 15  Advent Weekday�

8 am +Brian D. Goodreau 1st ann.�

� �

Friday, Dec. 16  Advent Weekday             �

8 am  +Douglas Croft 20th ann. by family�

�

Saturday, Dec. 17  Late Advent Weekday�

4 pm +Kelly James by Catherine James & Family�

         +Nancy Fabrizio by Bartlett Family�

         +Janet Annichini by husband Vincent�

         Int. of Debbie Gantos bday by cousins�

   �

Sunday, Dec. 11  Third Sunday of Advent�

8 am +Kathleen Pietras by family�

         +Douglas Croft by family�

         +Stella Schultz by family�

         +Irene Blast by family�

10 am +Ken M. Lepczynski by Lepczynski Family�

         People of the Parish�

12 pm +Madge Czapiewski by Carl & Roseann Saam�

                                                     and Dan Czapiewski �

S������� L���  burns  brightly this week�

                             �

In Memory of�
�

+Douglas Croft�

by Family�

�

     THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT REFLECTION�

�

     For about a month I was consistently feeling an-

noyed by the people around me. A friend challenged 

me to simply notice my internal judgments against 

others throughout the day. Quickly I “heard” my in-

ternal voice saying things like: “He’s so lazy.” “She’s 

weak and self�centered.” “He’s arrogant.” “They are 

so stupid.” And so on. To have those thoughts was 

one thing. But I was choosing them and quietly 

agreeing with them. They perhaps protected my 

fragile ego, but it fueled my frustration. My friend in-

vited me to commit to refuse to agree with those 

judgments, and I felt much more at peace.�

     The Bible says, “Beloved, do not grumble against 

one another, so that you may not be 

judged.” (James 5:9). That word � “grumble” � 

beautifully describes what I was doing: quietly judg-

ing the inner character of people in my life. Of 

course, we judge actions and ideas all the time. So 

we must. But the grumble�judgment is about per-

sons. It is never loving and always isolates and at-

tacks. Happily, we don’t have to waste that precious 

spiritual energy because Jesus alone is the judge of 

each person.�

     New year challenge: This week, I challenge you 

to do what my friend asked me to do: notice your 

internal judgments about those around you (perhaps 

also those on tv, social media, etc.), and then to re-

fuse to agree with the judgments. Ask Jesus to help 

you resist those unloving judgments. It’s not easy, 

but you’ll be amazed at the peace that comes when 

Jesus liberates you from grumble�judgments.�

                                         � Father John Muir ©LPi�

�

�

�

PARISH UPDATE�

�

     The Archdiocese approved our parish request to 

redo half the parking lot and re�shingle the roofs on 

our buildings.  The cost will be over $460,000.  We 

were instructed to wait until the spring for these pro-

jects.  Approval was also given to sell the house on 

Merrick as the convent renovation is nearly done.�

     We continue to work with the architect in obtain-

ing workable bids for renovating the church, making 

adjustments to our original plans as costs have risen 

due to supply issues.�

     You may have noticed that the gym is being used 

in the afternoon and evening.  Divine Child needed 

additional space for basketball practice, and St. 

Francis Cabrini is temporarily using it as they had 

some water damage on their gym floor.  There was 

a day�long set of scrimmages last Saturday.�



�GOSPEL MEDITATION � ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

3rd Sunday of Advent�

�

     Life can leave us feeling dark and desolate. Sandy was just twenty�eight when her husband, Rob, died, 

leaving her to raise their two young children. She was without paid employment. Rob went to work one morn-

ing and never returned home. Sandy, though, had faith and trusted 

that somehow God would help her through, even though most days 

brought deafening, piercing loneliness. She persevered, and the dark-

ness gave way to light. Remarking one day to a friend�

hesitant to commit to a relationship, Sandy shared her wisdom. Even 

if she knew the outcome would be the same, she would marry Rob 

again. She assured her friend that she would even do this if eight 

years could only be eight minutes. We are being led by God and God 

transforms the darkness into light.�

     “Be strong, fear not!” Those are easy words to say. Putting them 

into practice is the challenge. When our paths are dark and life’s roads become treacherous, we can easily 

complain about life’s unfinished nature. When will the pain go away? Will the loneliness ever cease? Will I 

experience happiness again? As the farmer needs to exercise patience with the soil, we need to do the same 

with our lives. We have to wait for the early and late rains to come, properly tend to our gardens, and ensure 

that the rich nutrients of God’s merciful and tender presence continue to enrich us. God is not done. God has 

only just begun his work in us.�

     We cannot allow life to hold us captive. The systems, agendas, protocols, regulations, expectations, and 

unfinished business can distract us from what it means to be God’s child. Life can leave us feeling cheated, 

negative, and parched. All times and seasons of our spiritual and liturgical lives lead us to three virtues: faith, 

hope and love. Stop complaining about what is wrong and look to what God can make right! Joy that flows 

from the Baptist’s message: in Jesus, the one mightier than he, are found healing, reconciliation, and free-

dom. Christ will save us from life’s distortions, illusions, and disappointments. Do you believe this?  ©LPi�

�

LIVE THE LITURGY � INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK�

�

     We can often feel parched, desolate, lifeless, and dark. Even though we still 

engage in the business and demands of life, we find ourselves somewhat de-

tached, disengaged, and removed. We lack joy, wonder, awe, and zest. Rather 

than being an experience of freedom and excitement, life holds us captive. We 

are tethered to systems, agendas, protocols, regulations, and expectations that 

go against the grain of what it means to be God’s child. We find ourselves in a 

desert. Jesus came to release us from all of this negativity and desolation. John 

the Baptist announced the arrival of the One who embodies healing, reconcilia-

tion, freedom, and life. Stop complaining about what you don’t have. Prepare for 

the arrival of the remedy to life’s despair. Be strong, fear not! Christ will save us from life’s distortions, illu-

sions, and disappointments. Be patient. With proper time and care, all will be well.  ©LPi�

�

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK � REFLECT AND RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE�

�

First Reading:  Isaiah encouraged his community to “be strong, do not fear!” since God has planned a future 

restoration of both the land and the people. Who in your life needs to hear words of encouragement and sup-

port right now?�

�

Second Reading:  James urges his community to be patient and non�judgmental with each other as we wait 

for the coming of the Lord. In what ways is this a challenge for you this Advent season?�

�

Gospel:  In today’s reading, Matthew offers a glimpse into the personal relationship between Jesus and John 

the Baptist. Jesus has great respect for John yet counts him “least” in the kingdom of heaven. What do you 

think this tells us about those in the kingdom of heaven?  ©LPi�



REJOICE! IT’S GAUDETE SUNDAY!!�

�

I don’t often do this, but I pulled up the article 

from last year and I thought it was pretty good, 

so I decided to use it again. So, here it goes:�

     You might ask, “What’s with the pink vest-

ments and pink candle this week? I thought the 

color for Advent was purple!” Well, it’s Gaudete Sunday! The color is actually designated by the 

Church as rose rather than pink. That brighter color signifies joy in the midst of what is otherwise tra-

ditionally considered a somber penitential season. (Unfortunately, the secular culture around us 

tends to treat the weeks leading up to Christmas as an extended party time instead.)�

     Gaudete is Latin for Rejoice. In today’s liturgy, Gaudete is the first word of the Entrance Antiphon 

of the Mass for today, which reads in Latin: Gaudete in Domino semper, iterum dico, Gaudete. …�

Dominus prope est. These words come from St. Paul’s exhortation to the Philippians: “Rejoice in the�

Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice. … Indeed, the Lord is near” (Philippians 4:4�5). One of my�

favorite Advent songs is a medieval Latin chant, “Gaudete”. Check it out on You Tube, I think you’ll�

love it.�

     So, how’s your Advent going? Two more weeks and He’ll be here! It’s not too late to prepare! I 

have a gift for you today. I ran across this poem of Mother Teresa’s several years ago and it struck 

me as profound, especially the last line. I thought I’d share it with you again as we get ready for His 

coming.�

�

People are often unreasonable, illogical and self�centered; Forgive them anyway.�

�

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; Be kind anyway.�

�

If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies; Succeed anyway.�

�

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you; Be honest and frank anyway.�

�

What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight; Build anyway.�

�

If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous; Be happy anyway.�

�

The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow; Do good anyway.�

�

Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough;�

Give the world the best you’ve got anyway.�

�

You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and your God; �

It was never between you and them anyway.�

�

Have a joyous Gaudete Sunday and a fruitful two weeks of Advent!�

�

God Is Good All the Time!�

All the Time God Is Good!�

�

Don’t forget, join us this Friday and every Friday at 3PM to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet on ZOOM. 

See the ad in our bulletin or on the parish website for details on how to join in. Hope to see you there!�



EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE GOD 

IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

The Season That Gives Back�

�

I don’t have anything left to give.�

�

You can’t pour from an empty cup.�

�

All I do is give. Who is giving to me?�

�

     Raise your hand if these thoughts have ever run 

through your head. I’m sure they occur to all of us 

from time to time. We can become so easily deplet-

ed by the fast pace of life and whatever vocation 

God has called us to, whether that’s parenthood, a 

demanding professional career or the caretaking of 

friends and family (or as so often happens, a hybrid 

of all three). Many of us also undergo certain sea-

sons � seasons of the year, but also seasons of life 

� that seem to sap us of energy and leave us total-

ly empty.�

     In these times, it seems impossible to continue in 

the spirituality of Everyday Stewardship. Gracious-

ness, mindfulness, prayerfulness, gratitude, ac-

countability � maintaining some semblance of 

these characteristics in our daily life feels not only 

overly optimistic, but totally impossible.�

     The Church gives us 

certain liturgical seasons 

that are meant to fill us 

up, almost like spiritual 

pit stops. Advent is one 

such season, and the 

Scriptural passages we 

reflect on at Mass during 

these four weeks are 

filled with images of na-

ture defied. We see the 

dry steppe blooming. We 

see the weak made firm. We see the frightened 

made strong. We see the lame walk. We see the 

Virgin give birth.�

     If you think you don’t have anything left to give 

this Advent, think again. This is the season of mira-

cles when what we thought was depleted brings 

new life.  � Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi�

     Saint Damasus served as bishop of Rome for 18 

years as Pope Damasus I (366�384). He had to en-

dure significant controversy early in his pontifical 

reign when a factional group of bishops insisted that 

their chosen claimant, Ursinus, was the true pope. 

Both sides resorted to vio-

lence before the issue was 

decided in favor of Dama-

sus. He went on to make 

the unification of the 

Church a central focus of 

his papacy and fervently 

fought to counter any divi-

sion caused by the many 

heretical teachings of his 

time.�

     While he was pope, 

Christianity was declared 

the official religion of the 

Roman Empire and Rome’s 

authority in the Church was 

decided by a synod that 

Damasus called in 382. 

This synod established 

Rome as the direct descendant of the Church found-

ed by the apostle Saint Peter, the apostolic see, and 

put an end to confusion stemming from Constantino-

ple, which some were already calling ‘The New 

Rome’.�

     To further unify the Church, Damasus introduced 

Latin as the principle liturgical language and com-

missioned his secretary, Saint Jerome, to compile 

and revise the various translations of the Bible into 

one official translation to be used by the entire 

Church: The Latin Vulgate. This successfully pre-

served the original Scriptures by making them more 

accessible to the average Christian.�

     A writer and poet himself, Saint Damasus lives on 

in history through his many epigrams and verse in-

scriptions that can be found on the Roman cata-

combs that he restored during his papacy. Saint Je-

rome described his friend, Pope Damasus, as being 

“an incomparable person, learned in the Scriptures, 

a virgin doctor of the virgin Church, who loved chas-

tity and heard its praises with pleasure.”  ©LPi�

I AM HERE Advent Holy Hours�Please Help Us Spread the Word�

�

Every day during Advent, a parish of the Archdiocese of Detroit will host a special Holy Hour at 7 p.m.�Join us 

and experience the transformative presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  The daily list was included in the par-

ish bulletin a few weeks ago but can also be found at�iamhere.org/advent�



Norm Abramczyk�

Louise Ames�

Anna Axe�

Harry Bacalia�

Sue Bacalia�

Norma Bak�

Violet Barrette�

Bob Behmer�

Bob Bellottie�

Jim Bellottie�

Vincent Bellottie�

Judy Bennett�

Patricia Best�

Sharon Bieniek�

Cynthia Blaha�

Marilyn Block�

Aaron Boyless�

Thomas J. Brennan, Jr.�

Ken Butler�

Joan Buzo�

Stella Camilleri�

Jacob Cassar�

Richard Cline�

Carolyn Doran�

Zoe Cossin�

Betty Ann Crawford�

Todd Dawson�

Shannon Dawson�

Tina Doney�

Sandy Dudek�

Ernie Dull�

Marsha Farmer �

Cecil Fernandez�

Tina Fernandez�

Lisa Foster�

Rose Fraley�

Duane Glossa�

Roseann Gomez�

Bob & Lori Gonzales�

Gary Graham Jr�

Abigail Graves�

Jennifer Hanna Green�

Charlotte Gutierrez�

Eileen Halpin �

Henry Hansen�

Tina Hovis�

Phyllis Ivy�

Sue Jagodka�

Joanne Kacher�

Norman Kaleto�

Brenda Kaleto�

Fr. Terry Kerner�

Evelyn Kisell�

Chris Kovac�

John  Kovac�

Jenene Kozinski�

George Kramar�

Matt Kulczyk�

Rachel La Pointe�

Patrica Lacopelli�

Joseph Lasky�

Margaret Lasky�

Jennifer Mackaluso & 

Family�

Guadalupe Madrigal�

Phyllis Mareck�

Donald Martin�

Erin Martin�

Larry & Carol McGrew �

Sue McCoy�

Linda Molek�

Steven Monroe�

Dorothy Morse�

Pat Mozdzen�

Suzanne Nicholas�

Gigi Novak�

Daniel O’Connor�

Diane Owens�

John Palmer�

Mary Pellegrini�

Jenna Peters�

Maryanne Peters�

Jimmy Piche�

Kathleen Pietras�

Mary Pike�

Jeff Pingilley�

Jess Pingilley�

Linda Pingilley�

Robert Pingilley�

Sam Pingilley�

Wayne Pingilley�

Carol Regnier�

Whitney Regnier�

Noemia Reid�

Richard Roberts�

Richard�

Felice Rodorigo�

Laura Salazar�

Richard Sanchez�

Fred, Matt, & Joann 

Sanscrainte�

Dennis Scanland�

Dr Alan Scher �

Pat Schoenherr�

Carol Schwartz�

Darlene Shannon�

Phil Shannon�

Rose Shannon�

Jaxon Shubik�

Jimmy Stecki�

Gerald Stevens�

Jim Tokarczyk�

Laurie Trupp�

Beth Vaghy�

Michael Wheelock�

Eileen Winnie�

The Wirick Family�

Frank Wojcik�

Stephen Zelle�

Air Force �

Matthew Thornton, Nicole Thornton, �

Michelle Thornton, Brittany Mack, �

Tiffany Kay Smith (Ladd), husband, Don Smith �

�

Army �

Josh Harpster, Zachary Robbins, �

Robert Truchan,  Anthony Lemieux, �

Bryce Bieniek, Tony Pernicano, Jacob Grze-

bienik,�

Matthew Hapunowicz �

�

Marines �

Joseph Krawzyk, 1st Lieutenant, Joseph 

McGinnis, Corporal, Andrew Clark, 1st Lieu-

tenant, �

Cody S. Pratt, Luke Cohen, Lance Corporal�

�

Navy �

Ryan Detlor, Patrick Hanosh�

�

Army National Guard  �

Vincent Nowak, Michael Dunne� �

�



Third Sunday of Advent     Isaiah 35:1�6a, 10     If Only . . . �

�

     We all have our own “if onlys.” If only my hands didn’t shake. If only my knees were stronger. If only I 

weren’t afraid. If only we had enough rain. If only I could see more clearly. If only I could hear as I used to. If 

only I didn’t feel trapped. �

     God understands. Even though life is not perfect, and even though our proper-

ty and bodies deteriorate, God promises a restoration of all that is beautiful. The 

struggles of this life cause us to yearn for another, more glorious life. �

     Isaiah prophesies a day when God’s glory will come. “Here is your God,” Isai-

ah says. “God comes to save you.” These words brought hope to those in exile, a 

people powerless and poor. �

     When Christians hear this text, we hear a promise that echoed all the way to 

the birth of Jesus. Jesus, whose name means “savior,” is coming, and all will be 

made new in him. �

     Every time we strengthen the weak, help the needy, water the plants, or shov-

el the snow, we remove someone’s “if only.” We help them witness the coming of Christ. �

�

�

Third Sunday of Advent     James 5:7�10     Patient Waiting �

�

     Some things just take time. It takes time for crops to grow, for bread to rise, and for wine to age. It takes 

time to learn how to play a musical instrument or to develop athletic skill. Some things cannot be rushed. We 

do what we can to prepare the earth and strengthen our bodies for the tasks at hand. But in the end, we wait. �

     It is hard to wait, especially when we anticipate good results. We wish that chil-

dren would master the lesson, that the beloved would return from a journey, and 

that God would answer a prayer. It is hard to wait for what we want. Sometimes we 

do not behave our best while we are waiting. We grow impatient and irritable.    �

     God is slow. It took thousands of years for God to deliver on the promise to Abra-

ham. Eventually, the child was born in Bethlehem. Then people had to wait for the 

child to grow up. �

     Then Jesus died on the cross, and people had to wait for the Resurrection. Then 

he rose, appeared, and promised to come back again. But people had to wait. We are still waiting. �

     The Letter of James says, “Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord.” We know we 

must be patient for Christ to come again. While we are waiting, we strive to live in harmony, because it is in 

our community where we experience even now the coming of our God. �

�

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year A © 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training 

Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD �

�

�

Question:  Our prayer group is discussing ways we can change and strengthen our faith. What one 

thing could we change that would have the greatest impact on our faith?�

�

Answer:  A famous coach once said that when the team is in trouble and 

things aren’t going well, go back to the basics; when the team is winning and 

things are going well, go back to the basics! Any renewal program, faith devel-

opment, or spiritual growth effort has to start with the basic core of what it 

means to believe. If the foundation is not strong, the house will not stand. So if 

you work on one thing, begin with the idea that God is love, who loves us and 

calls us to love one another. If we really take that belief to heart, it changes how 

we see God, ourselves, and one another. It would change how we pray, how 

we treat others, and how we understand and live our own life. Our sense of 

mission and purpose will be more focused on God’s plan and our role in it. 

Love is the core of faith, the goal of life, and the hope of heaven. Whatever we 

do to strengthen and deepen our faith will begin and end with love.  ©LPi�
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**  bulletin@smgoretti.com  **�

�

All submissions are due 10 days �

before publication date.�

�

The deadline for bulletin submissions is �

2:00pm on Thursday, �

10 days before the bulletin date.���

�

Exceptions occur when the bulletin is re-

quired to be sent early  due to holidays.�

�

Please plan ahead as submissions  received 

past the deadline will be published in the 

following  week’s bulletin.�

��

Submissions should be sent as a Word docu-

ment (single spaced), PDF or �

photo format (JPEG, TIFF, GIF, PNG), �

attached to  or in the body of an email�

Adult and Kid’s Cereal             Shampoo�

Manwich                                   Instant Oatmeal�

Hamburger Helper                   Cooking Oil�

Flour                                         Sugar�

Mayonnaise                              Mixed Vegetables�

Bush’s Baked Beans�

�

     Hard to believe but here we are into Advent. The 

Christmas season is upon us. Please try to remember 

those who are struggling with their food needs during 

the month of December. �

     In November we have fed 86 families, 252 people. 

We have not slowed down. Along with feeding our 

neighbors in need, we have paid out $1600 in rent, 

$167 in DTE and $500 in water bills. �

     Thank you to all who have donated cash to us�

allowing us to help people stay in their homes during 

these cold months. �

     The pantry’s last day open will be December 21 and 

will not reopen until January 4, 2023. �

     Have a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year 

from all of us at the pantry.�

LECTORS �

�

Dec. 10�11�

4 pm Gretchen Searynck�

8 am Pat Wallace�

10 am Chris Bergeron�

12 pm Francis Tofil�

�

Dec. 17�18�

4 pm Marge Taylor�

8 am Tom Koselka�

10 am Pat Schoenherr�

12 pm Mary Jane Favot�

3rd Sunday of Advent�

Stewards of the Good News�

�

     Today’s Scripture readings clearly ex-

press the joy and healing that we, and the 

entire world, will undergo with the coming of 

our Savior, Jesus Christ.  �

     St. Matthew’s Gospel emphasizes the 

wondrous deeds of Jesus’ earthly ministry:  

the blind see, the crippled walk, the lepers 

are made clean, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised to new life, and the poor are made rich 

with the Good News.  �

     As Christian stewards, we are challenged 

to continue Christ’s ministry through the 

Church and to the world.�

     This Advent, in the spirit of evangelization, 

invite a family member who has not been to 

church for a while to join you for the Eucha-

ristic celebration of the Mass.�

Dec. 24�25�

4 pm Dave Griswack�

9 pm Marge Taylor�

8 am Chris Klimchalk�

10 am Richard Fron�

�

�
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P���� O�����    parishoffice@smgoretti.com�

Phone: 313.562.5356     Fax: 313.562.0058�

�

P���� S���� � L���������

�

P��
�  Rev. David Lesniak      pastor@smgoretti.com�

�

S���
� D���
�  Rev. Mr. Lawrence Girard�

�

P���� D���
��

Rev. Mr. Regis Buckley      deacon@smgoretti.com�

�

F���� F
� ���
� O�����    �

DRE@smgoretti.com  or  FaithForm@smgoretti.com�

313.563.0960�

�
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�   bulletin@smgoretti.com�
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Matt Kulczyk      Direct Number:  313.563.3970�

�

�

W��%��� M��:�

Saturday:   4 p.m.�

Sunday:   8 a.m., 10 a.m. & 12 Noon�

�

D��#� M��:�

Monday through Friday: 8 a.m.�

First Friday: 8 a.m. & 12 Noon�

First Saturday: 8 a.m. �

�

C
����
�   Saturday:  3 � 3:30 p.m. or by request�

�

H
#����   TIMES TO BE DETERMINED�

�

A�
����
� 
� ��� B#��� S���� ��� �

First Fridays following the morning Mass until 9:30 a.m.�

�

B����   Contact Parish Office for arrangements.  �

Pre�Baptism Class required.�

�

M�����!�   Please contact Parish Office at least six (6) 

months in advance.�

�

�

P����� O		�
� H��� �

Closed to visitors until further notice due to 

surge in covid cases.  Please telephone or email.�

Calls after hours should be limited to emergencies 

only.�

�

Monday�� Thursday:���9 am � 1 pm ��

Friday: CLOSED for the time being�

�

If you need to contact the parish office, �

please call during regular business hours.�

You can also reach the  parish office by email: 

parishoffice@smgoretti.com�
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�

�

Parish Council�

�

Chairperson:   Richard Fron�

�

Co�Chairperson:  Chris Bergeron�

�

Secretary:  Thomas Koselka�

�

Members at Large:  Barbara Balnius � Mario Ferrante�

Pat Wallace              David Griswack� Valerie Koselka�

John O’Callaghan    Marge Taylor       Sandy VanAssche��

Linda Wielkopolan�

�

Worship Commission:� � David Griswack�

�

Education/Formation Comm:� Marge Taylor� � �

�

Christian Svc. Commission:� Cathy Nagle�

�

Finance Council:� � Dianna Dunne�

�

Ushers President:� � Dave Griswack�

� 313.999.5144�

�

�

�

�

�

Online giving makes it easy to give! You never have 

to bring envelopes, cash or checks to church.��Giving 

electronically also helps the church save money and �

plan its budget.�

There are no fees for on�line giving.�

�

� Visit the St. Maria Goretti website at 

www.stmariagorettiparish.com�

�

� Click on the�Online Giving�link on the right side of 

the home page.�

�

� Complete the registration form�

�

�Please feel free to call the Parish Office if you 

should have any questions or want to know more 

about Online Giving.�

�

Your donations are vital to the success of 

our Parish community.�

�

D����� M��	
 C������

with Deacon Regis�

Join us on �

Fridays at 3:00pm to pray the �

Divine Mercy Chaplet on ZOOM.  �

To connect by computer use this link:  �

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85478055945 �

To connect by smart phone call �

1 (312) 626 6799 �



Sunday, Dec 11, 2022 'Tis the season to be generous Seasonal gift�giving 

was originally an expression of generosity toward the needy. These days, gift�

giving has become many other things, including a source of anxiety or obliga-

tion, mindless consumerism, one�upmanship, and often, an annual occasion of 

snowballing debt. The gifts Jesus brings are different�they are restorative, oc-

casions of good news. Consider offering gifts that fill hearts, not closets. Heifer 

International, World Wildlife Fund, and PlanUSA are among the many organizations that accept donations in 

directed ways to honor your loved ones. THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 35:1�

6a, 10; James 5:7�10; Matthew 11:2� 11 (7). "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their 

sight, the lame walk . . . and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them." �

�

Monday, Dec 12, 2022 We’re good enough for God The appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Saint 

Juan Diego in December 1531 is reminiscent of the appearance of the angel Gabriel to Mary. Juan and the 

young Mary were both understandably overwhelmed by what was asked of them. In the Gospel of Luke, 

Mary is “greatly troubled at what was said.” According to later accounts, Juan told Our Lady to pick someone 

of higher standing as messenger, since he was a “man of no importance.” But by accepting the challenge, a 

Jewish peasant girl became the Mother of God, and an indigenous Mexican persevered in getting a church 

built in Our Lady’s honor. Today, the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City is the mostT visited 

Catholic shrine in the world. Think you’re not good enough for God’s plan? Trust that God equips us all for 

what we’re called to do. FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE TODAY'S READINGS: Zechariah 2:14�17 

or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1� 6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26�38 or Luke 1:39�47 (690A). “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God.” �

�

Tuesday, Dec 13, 2022 Follow the light Lucy, whose name means “light,” is a great saint for these darken-

ing days of Advent. Her name and example personify the “light” mentioned throughout the Bible, not only Isai-

ah’s promises of a future messiah�“people who walk in darkness will see a great light”�but Jesus, who 

called himself the “Light of the World”, while also calling us the same. Scandinavian celebrations of Lucy, with 

a crown of candles on her head, remind us that she fed persecuted Christians hiding in the catacombs, affix-

ing candles to her head in order to use both hands to serve. How will you be a light to the world today? ME-

MORIAL OF LUCY, MARTYR TODAY'S READINGS: Zephaniah 3:1�2, 9�13; Matthew 21:28�32 (188). “Take 

refuge in the name of the Lord.” �

�

Wednesday, Dec 14, 2022 In the darkness, a great light One of multiple doctors of the church celebrated 

this month, Saint John of the Cross was a renowned priest and friar in Spain, descended from a line of 

“conversos” (Iberian Jewish converts to Catholicism). A contemporary of another Carmelite saint, Teresa of 

Ávila, John was, like her, a mystic whose writings have lived far beyond his own lifetime as classics of Euro-

pean literature. His seminal work, the poem “Dark Night of the Soul,” is the basis of a widely held tenant of 

spirituality involving spiritual distress as a part of searching and growth. (We all have our “dark nights of the 

soul.”) His “Ascent of Mount Carmel” is likewise widely revered. In this season of holy joy as we celebrate the 

approach of the Messiah, may we likewise honor the legacy of the humble Catholic friar of Jewish descent 

whose profound and mystical faith has inspired millions the world over. MEMORIAL OF JOHN OF THE 

CROSS, CARMELITE PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 45:6c�8, 18, 21c�

25; Luke 7:18b�23 (189). “And Jesus said to them in reply, ‘Go and tell John what you have seen and heard.’” �

�

Thursday, Dec 15, 2022 The greatest gifts are priceless The tradition of Christmas gift�giving can be un-

comfortable for those wanting to take seriously Catholic teaching about the environment and consumerism. 

Fortunately, more and more people are open to alternatives: gifts of time or special skills, gifts made from 

household items, gifts to charitable causes in loved ones’ names. How can you celebrate creatively, in keep-

ing with the spirit of Christmas? ADVENT WEEKDAY TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 54:1�10; Luke 7:24�30 

(190). “I tell you, among those born of women, no one is greater than John.” �

�

Friday, Dec 16, 2022 Truly right and just The prophet Isaiah tells the Israelites to “observe what is right, do 

what is just.” No easy task, often leading us to ask for some guidance. Fortunately, Jesus showed us the 

way. As we await the celebration of Christ’s coming, take a moment to ponder some of the examples of right �



and just living Jesus gave us, such as caring for outcasts, be-

ing a healing presence, praying, evangelizing, and forgiving. 

Simply put, follow Christ’s advice to love God and your neigh-

bor as yourself and to count your blessings, and let Christ take 

care of the rest. ADVENT WEEKDAY TODAY'S READINGS: 

Isaiah 56:1�3a, 6�8; John 5:33�36 (191). “These works that I 

perform testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me.” �

�

Saturday, Dec 17, 2022 Dip into God’s wisdom Today we 

begin the recitation of the O Antiphons. The church sings these 

seven lines during evening prayers (vespers) on the last seven 

days of Advent, and also uses them as the Alleluia Verse dur-

ing the daily Mass. Each antiphon is a title for Christ taken 

from the Book of Isaiah. They go back to an unknown source 

some 1,500 years ago in medieval Europe, and all begin with 

"O," thus known as the “O Antiphons." Take an opportunity to-

day to connect to this ancient tradition by enjoying sung ver-

sions and explanations of the antiphons on the internet, start-

ing with today's antiphon, O Wisdom. ADVENT WEEKDAY (O 

WISDOM) TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 49:2, 8�10; Mat-

thew 1:1�17 (193). “The mountains shall yield peace for the people, and the hills justice.” �

�

©2022 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the 

following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. For more 

information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. �

�
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 JOHN WOOD
 PLUMBING

313-278-9300
Fast Professional Service

Expert Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Lic. Master Plumber
Reasonable Rates

www.johnwoodplumbingllc.com 10% PARISHIONER DISCOUNT 

All Makes & Models
www.atozheating.com

313-291-8200

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING & 

APPLIANCE REPAIR

2640 Monroe Blvd.
Dearborn, Michigan
(313) 274-4000

www.hackettmetcalf.com
Funeral Directors Since 1903

Funeral Directors

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

24 Hour Emergency Service
313-558-8757 

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

TOO HOT? 
TOO COLD?

 NO HOT WATER?
DUCTWORK DIRTY?

CALL US WE CAN HELP!

313-395-1144

TOTAL
TREE SERVICE
tree trimming, removal, FirewooD

Stump grinDing
Insured, Senior Discounts

30 Yrs. Exp. • I.S.A. Certified Arborist
Free Estimate 734-266-4015

www.frankstree.com

Kramar Jewelry, Inc.
Fine Diamond Setting
Expert Jewelry Repairing
All Shapes of Diamonds
Wholesale Prices

25766 Woodward Ave. • Royal Oak
(1/2 mile north of I-696)

Mon-Fri 10a-6p
Saturday 10a-5p

www.kramarjewelry.com
248-968-3010248-968-3010

WE BUY GOLDWE BUY GOLD

21925 Garrison St. •West Dearborn | WestbornAgency.com

Are You a Hospital Employee?
You now qualify for Meemic Insurance.

Save Big, up to 35% on
Auto & Home Insurance

Call Mariam, 313-914-3813

Senior In-Home Care Services
 Personal Care
 Meal Preparation
 Bathing
 In-Home Safety Solutions
 Companionship Care
 Light Housekeeping
 Transportation
http://plymouth-404.comfortkeepers.com

Contact Us Today

(734) 397-1111

THIS SPACE IS

7635 Allen Rd., Allen Park
www.SayItWithFlowersUSA.com

(313) 383-5222

Say it with
Flowers

Your Full Service Florist
Parishioner

Serving the Parish with pride!
WEDDING & FUNERAL SPECIALIST

We bring neighbors together over great-tasting coffee & 
delicious baked goods. Stop by one of our many Dearborn 

locations or Order ahead using the Tim Hortons App!
timhortons.com

SENIOR DISCOUNT

PLUMBING
313-794-2609

Family Owned and 
Operated for Over 70 Years

DEARBORN - 23701 Ford Rd
(313) 278-5100

www.voranfuneralhome.com


