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Saturday, Dec. 24  Christmas Eve�

4 pm  Living and Deceased Parishioners�

9 pm  Living and Deceased Parishioners�

   �

Sunday, Dec. 25  Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)�

8 am  Living and Deceased Parishioners�

10 am Living and Deceased Parishioners�

 �

Monday, Dec. 26   St. Stephen, The 1st Martyr�

8 am +Regina Hartman by Hartman Family�

  +Irene Pastuszka by M/M Frederick Sancraite�

         +Ted Pastuszka 18th ann. by family�

         +Fr. Charles Goentges 20th ann.�

         +Eugene Langwerowski ann. by neighbors�

         �

Tuesday, Dec. 27  St. John, Apostle & Evangelist�

8 am Int. Fr. Walter Ptak by Connie Skocen�

        +Madge Czapiewski by Carl & Roseann Saam &  �

                                                          Dan Czapiewski  �

        +Fr. Tom Esper 5th ann.�

    �

Wednesday, Dec. 28  The Holy Innocents, martyrs�

8 am +Dorothy Jean Louks 1st ann by Parish�

�

Thursday Dec. 29  St. Thomas a Beckett, martyr�

8 am +Fr. Walter Lezuchowski 16th ann.�

� �

Fri, Dec. 30  Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph            �

8 am  +Henry John Lemmens 1st ann by Parish�

          +Fr. Robert Wyzgoski 16th ann.�

�

Saturday, Dec. 31  St. Sylvester I, Pope�

4 pm +Doris Zemaitis by Robet Nichols�

         +Peggy Butler by Tracy & Travis Baker�

         +Gerald Haliburda Sr. by famlly�

         +Gerald Haliburda Jr. by family�

   �

Sunday, Jan. 1  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God �

                                          and Octave of Christmas�

8 am  +Jack & Alma Fitzpatrick by family�

10 am +Alice Comport by Pat Woodby�

           +Jim Cayley by Betty Cayley�

12 pm +People of the Parish�

�

�

S������� L���  burns  brightly this week�

                             �

In Memory of�

�

+Fred Berry�

�

by Family�

�

Merry Christmas�

     Last night Ann and I watched one of our favorite 

Christmas movies, The Bishop’s Wife, starring Car-

ey Grant, David Niven and Loretta Young. That’s 

right, the OLD version from 1947. I highly recom-

mend it! It’s the story of Dudley, the angel who visits 

an Anglican bishop to teach him what’s important 

about Christmas. At the end of the movie, the Bish-

op gives his Christmas homily to the congregation.    

At the risk of violating copy rite laws, it bears repeat-

ing, so here it goes:�

�

     “Once upon a midnight clear, there was a child’s 

cry, a blazing star hung over a stable, and wise men 

came with birthday gifts. We haven’t forgotten�

that night down the centuries.�We celebrate it with 

stars on Christmas trees, with the sound of bells, 

and with gifts.�

    �

     But especially with gifts. You give me a book, I 

give you a tie. Aunt Martha has always wanted an 

orange squeezer and Uncle Henry can do with a�

new pipe. For we forget nobody, adult or child. �

�

     All the stockings are filled, all that is, except one. 

And we have even forgotten to hang it up. The 

stocking for the child born in a manger. It’s his birth-

day we’re celebrating!  Don’t let us ever forget that!�

�

     Let us ask ourselves what He would wish for 

most. And then, let each put in his share, loving 

kindness, warm hearts, and a stretched�out hand of�

tolerance. All the shinning gifts that make�peace on 

earth.”�

�

     So, what will you put in Baby Jesus’ stocking this 

year?�

�

From my family to yours, a wish for a Blessed and 

Very Merry Christmas and a Holy and Spiritually 

Profitable New Year!!!!�

�

God Is Good All the Time!�

All the Time God Is Good!�

�

Don’t forget, join us this Friday and every Friday at 

3PM to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet on ZOOM. 

See the ad in our bulletin or on the parish website 

for details on how to join in. Hope to see you there!�



�GOSPEL MEDITATION � ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

The Nativity of the Lord�

�

     As we age, time seems to pass more quickly. Years seemingly fly by as one holiday flows into the next, 

January quickly becomes December and life maintains its hectic pace. 

What do we accomplish in all of that busyness? Perhaps technology is 

responsible for some of the frenzy, keeping us isolated in our social media 

worlds, communicating through texts rather than in person, and always 

connected to world events. We’re over stimulated in many ways by infor-

mation, noise, opinions, and ideologies. Yet, we still find the time to deco-

rate our homes, purchase gifts, and plan Christmas gatherings. We know, 

however, that the true meaning of Christmas is not found in twinkling 

lights, beautifully adorned trees, perfectly set tables or exchanged gifts. 

We are being called to something deeper and more authentic.�

     Christmas reminds us to look for God along the way of our lives and not get distracted by the illusions 

around us. Our world’s complexity can leave us feeling displaced, desperate, alone, neglected, and unim-

portant. Joseph and Mary felt that way too. In the midst of all that captures and intrigues us in our self�created 

virtual worlds, is this longing for the anchor of faith to keep us grounded and make sense of it all. Only faith 

can give us the perspective to see what truly matters in life. We discover our divinely blessed humanity. The 

uncertain and challenging journey to Bethlehem gives way to the tender moments of birth and its embrace. 

Christmas softens us and slows us down a bit. It shows us Jesus as the light who enlightens everyone. It 

shows us the truth.�

     The faith that comes from Christmas calms our fears and allows us to go into the nighttime of our lives 

courageously. We are never lost or alone. We need to stop and savor more of life’s moments before they slip 

away in time. God is with us, loving us, and leading us where we need to be. God is born again and again in 

every soul willing to give birth to His presence. God connects us and provides us with a place where we feel 

safe and welcome: home. Merry Christmas!  ©LPi�

�

LIVE THE LITURGY � INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK�

�

     The true meaning of Christmas is not found in the twinkling lights, the 

beautifully adorned trees, or the exchanged gifts. It is revealed when we find 

God along the way of our lives, especially when we feel displaced, desperate, 

and alone. Fleeing from their home, Joseph and Mary cautiously made their 

way through the uncertain, complex, and dark paths to a longed�for place of 

safety and welcome. Not sure where to lay their heads, they created make-

shift preparations for the birth of their child, the Son of God. God, who always was, is, and will be, without be-

ginning or end is the one constant in life who sees us through difficult and scary times. Jesus is the light, 

which enlightens everyone, and comes into the world to show us the truth. It is joyful good news that calms 

our fears and allows us to go forth into the nighttime of our lives, courageously. This is the meaning of Christ-

mas. We are never lost or alone. God is with us, loving us and leading us where we need to be.  ©LPi�

�

The Nativity of the Lord�

�

     Our hearts are aglow with the joy of Christmas! Our senses are alive with the sea-

son, from the rich smells of evergreen and gingerbread to the feel of crisp air on our 

skin and the warmth of a loved one’s embrace. At some point in the holiday hustle 

and bustle, take a few moments of quiet. In the silence, reflect on the other senses of 

the season. Imagine the cool damp of an animal stable, the earthy smell of hay and 

feed, and the crisp night air blowing in softly. Imagine kneeling beside an exhausted, 

joyful mother and a relieved, protective father. Imagine an infant wrapped in cloth 

scraps held out to your open arms. Imagine holding the infant Jesus. As his eyes 

meet yours, welcome into your heart the greatest gift of Christmas.�



The Origin of the Twelve Days of Christmas�

From CatholicOnline.org (used with permission)�

�

     You're all familiar with the Christmas song, "The Twelve Days of Christmas" I think. To most it's a delightful 

nonsense rhyme set to music. But it had a quite serious purpose when it was written.�

     It is a good deal more than just a repetitious melody with pretty phrases and a list of strange gifts.�

     Catholics in England during the period 1558 to 1829, when Parliament finally emancipated Catholics in 

England, were prohibited from ANY practice of their faith by law � private OR public. It was a crime to BE a 

Catholic.�

     "The Twelve Days of Christmas" was written in England as one of the "catechism songs" to help young 

Catholics learn the tenets of their faith � a memory aid, when to be caught with anything in *writing* indicating 

adherence to the Catholic faith could not only get you imprisoned, it could get you hanged, or shortened by a 

head � or hanged, drawn and quartered, a rather peculiar and ghastly punishment I'm not aware was ever 

practiced anywhere else. Hanging, drawing and quartering involved hanging a person by the neck until they 

had almost, but not quite, suffocated to death; then the party was taken down from the gallows, and disem-

bowelled while still alive; and while the entrails were still lying on the street, where the executioners stomped 

all over them, the victim was tied to four large farm horses, and literally torn into five parts � one to each limb 

and the remaining torso.�

�

The songs gifts are hidden meanings to the teachings of the faith. The "true love" mentioned in the song 

doesn't refer to an earthly suitor, it refers to God Himself. The "me" who receives the presents refers to every 

baptized person. The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. In the song, Christ is symboli-

cally presented as a mother partridge which feigns injury to decoy predators from her helpless nestlings, much 

in memory of the expression of Christ's sadness over the fate of Jerusalem: "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How of-

ten would I have sheltered thee under my wings, as a hen does her chicks, but thou wouldst not have it so..."�

�

The other symbols mean the following:�

�

1 Partridge in a Pear Tree = Jesus Christ, Son of God�

2 Turtle Doves = The Old and New Testaments�

3 French Hens = Faith, Hope and Charity, the Theological Virtues�

4 Calling Birds = the Four Gospels and/or the Four Evangelists�

5 Golden Rings = The first Five Books of the Old Testament, the     �

   "Pentateuch", which gives the history of man's fall from grace.�

6 Geese A�laying = the six days of creation�

7 Swans A�swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the �

   seven sacraments�

8 Maids A�milking = the eight beatitudes�

9 Ladies Dancing = the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit�

10 Lords A�leaping = the ten commandments11 Pipers Piping = �

     the eleven faithful apostles�

12 Drummers Drumming = the twelve points of doctrine in the �

     Apostle's Creed�

�

     �

�

     “Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born; let us rejoice. Sadness should have no place on 

the birthday of life. The fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings us joy with the �

promise of eternal happiness.��

     No one is shut out from this joy; all share the same reason for rejoicing. Our Lord, victor 

over sin and death, finding no man free from sin, came to free us all. Let the saint rejoice as 

he sees the palm of victory at hand. Let the sinner be glad as he receives the offer of for-

giveness. Let the pagan take courage as he is summoned to life.”                                                             

                                            � from a Christmas Homily by Pope St. Leo the Great (died 440)��



EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE 

GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

Being the Sign�

�

     I think the real challenge of evangelization 

in the modern age is the reality that pretty 

much everyone has already heard of Jesus 

Christ � or, at least, they think they have.�

     To our 21st�century eyes, the angel who 

shared news of the birth of Jesus with the 

shepherds had an easy job. All he had to do 

was announce it.�

     Our baptism compels us to do the same � 

to announce the coming of Christ over and 

over again, always and everywhere. But our 

audience is not a 

group of illiterate 

shepherds in an-

cient Judea. Our 

audience is a 

world that has 

heard so much 

about Jesus they 

often claim weari-

ness of his name. 

So how do we do 

it? If we walk into 

a crowd of strangers and tell them we want to 

talk about Jesus, their reaction will probably be 

either “I already know about Jesus, thanks,” or 

“I’ve heard of him, and based on the behavior 

of those who claim to follow him, I’m really not 

interested in hearing more.”�

     Because in the end, our very lives are how 

we “announce his salvation” in the present day. 

We announce it in our actions to strangers. We 

announce it in our treatment of people who 

have wronged us. We announce it in our inter-

actions with those who disagree with us.�

     How long had the coming of the Messiah 

been foretold to the Israelites? So long that, no 

doubt, many of them despaired of his coming 

altogether. So, God had to give them a sign: 

“You will find an infant wrapped in swaddling 

clothes and lying in a manger."�

     Now we are the sign.�

     The world has heard of Christ by now. But 

have they all seen him? It’s our job to show 

them.  � Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi�

�

�

Saint John the Apostle | Dec. 27�

�

     Saint John was one of the 

Twelve, part of Jesus’ inner circle, 

among the few that witnessed the 

Transfiguration, the raising of Jari-

us’ Daughter, and the Agony in the 

garden at Gethsemane. He and his 

brother James were the sons of 

Zebedee and Salome. When Jesus 

called them, they left their father 

mending nets and followed him. 

Jesus called the brothers 

“Boanerges,” meaning “sons of 

thunder” � they were passionate in 

their faith and Jesus had to rebuke 

them for their fiery zeal on more than one occasion. John, 

the younger brother, possibly the youngest disciple, was 

the only one present at Jesus’ death.     Saint John the 

Apostle is traditionally thought to be the author of the fifth 

Gospel, the three Epistles of John, and the Book of Reve-

lation. However, there has been some debate among 

scholars from antiquity to the present. Tradition also gives 

him the title Beloved Disciple and John’s Gospel sees 

him seated next to Jesus at the last supper and the one 

to whom Jesus gives the care of Mary at the crucifixion.�

     Although Church tradition says that John survived the 

other disciples, living a long life, much of it is steeped in 

myth and legend. Some say he retired to Ephesus after 

the crucifixion with Mary and remained there until he died. 

But in other traditions he is more active. For a time he 

remained in Jerusalem with the other disciples, then 

founded churches in Asia Minor. In a legend of his perse-

cution, during the reign of the Emperor Domitian, John is 

taken to Rome and thrown into a cauldron of boiling oil 

but preserved from death. He is then exiled to the island 

of Patmos where the Book of Revelation was written.�

Most accounts agree that after his exile and the Assump-

tion of Mary he returned to Ephesus where he died some-

time after 98, during the reign of the Emperor Trajan. ©LPi�

Please remember in your prayers the 

souls of Patricia Ann Tusick and 

Patricia Postelwhait who were bur-

ied from our parish.  May they share 

in the victory of the Risen Lord.  May 

their families be consoled in the hope 

of the resurrection.  �



Norm Abramczyk�

Louise Ames�

Anna Axe�

Harry Bacalia�

Sue Bacalia�

Norma Bak�

Violet Barrette�

Bob Behmer�

Bob Bellottie�

Jim Bellottie�

Vincent Bellottie�

Judy Bennett�

Patricia Best�

Sharon Bieniek�

Cynthia Blaha�

Marilyn Block�

Aaron Boyless�

Thomas J. Brennan, Jr.�

Ken Butler�

Joan Buzo�

Stella Camilleri�

Jacob, Gabriel, Lisa, 

Nathan and Caitlin Cassar�

Richard Cline�

Connie�

Carolyn Doran�

Zoe Cossin�

Betty Ann Crawford�

Todd Dawson�

Shannon Dawson�

Tina Doney�

Sandy Dudek�

Ernie Dull�

Marsha Farmer �

Cecil Fernandez�

Tina Fernandez�

Lisa Foster�

Rose Fraley�

Duane Glossa�

Roseann Gomez�

Bob & Lori Gonzales�

Gary Graham Jr�

Abigail Graves�

Jennifer Hanna Green�

Charlotte Gutierrez�

Eileen Halpin �

Henry Hansen�

Tina Hovis�

Phyllis Ivy�

Sue Jagodka�

Joanne Kacher�

Norman & Brenda Kaleto�

Fr. Terry Kerner�

Evelyn Kisell�

Chris Kovac�

John  Kovac�

Jenene Kozinski�

George Kramar�

Matt Kulczyk�

Rachel La Pointe�

Patrica Lacopelli�

Joseph Lasky�

Margaret Lasky�

Jennifer Mackaluso & 

Family�

Guadalupe Madrigal�

Phyllis Mareck�

Donald Martin�

Erin Martin�

Larry & Carol McGrew �

Linda Molek�

Steven Monroe�

Dorothy Morse�

Pat Mozdzen�

Suzanne Nicholas�

Gigi Novak�

Daniel O’Connor�

Diane Owens�

John Palmer�

Mary Pellegrini�

Jenna Peters�

Maryanne Peters�

Jimmy Piche�

Kathleen Pietras�

Mary Pike�

Jeff Pingilley�

Jess Pingilley�

Linda Pingilley�

Robert Pingilley�

Sam Pingilley�

Wayne Pingilley�

Carol Regnier�

Whitney Regnier�

Noemia Reid�

Richard Roberts�

Richard�

Felice Rodorigo�

Laura Salazar�

Richard Sanchez�

Fred, Matt, & Joann 

Sanscrainte�

Dennis Scanland�

Dr Alan Scher �

Pat Schoenherr�

Carol Schwartz�

Darlene Shannon�

Phil Shannon�

Rose Shannon�

Jaxon Shubik�

Jimmy Stecki�

Gerald Stevens�

Jim Tokarczyk�

Laurie Trupp�

Beth Vaghy�

Michael Wheelock�

Eileen Winnie�

The Wirick Family�

Frank Wojcik�

Stephen Zelle�

Air Force �

Matthew Thornton, Nicole Thornton, �

Michelle Thornton, Brittany Mack, �

Tiffany Kay Smith (Ladd), husband, Don Smith �

�

Army �

Josh Harpster, Zachary Robbins, �

Robert Truchan,  Anthony Lemieux, �

Bryce Bieniek, Tony Pernicano, Jacob Grze-

bienik,�

Matthew Hapunowicz �

�

Marines �

Joseph Krawzyk, 1st Lieutenant, Joseph 

McGinnis, Corporal, Andrew Clark, 1st Lieu-

tenant, �

Cody S. Pratt, Luke Cohen, Lance Corporal�

�

Navy �

Ryan Detlor, Patrick Hanosh�

�

Army National Guard  �

Vincent Nowak, Michael Dunne� �

�



Christmas: Mass at Dawn     Isaiah 62:11�12 Always Open for Business �

�

     Going�out�of�business signs spell good sales for the consumer and sad days 

for the seller. Businesses close when they can no longer turn a profit. Unemploy-

ment and poverty bring sadness to the families of workers. If several businesses 

close in one region, it disturbs the whole community. No one likes to go out of 

business. No one likes feeling empty and forsaken. �

     This Christmas Day, through the mouth of Isaiah, God promises that the cho-

sen people will not go out of business. They shall be called “Frequented,” a nick-

name that would make any store proud. God proclaims this message not just to 

ancient Israel but to the ends of the earth. �

     At Christmas we reflect on our blessings, but we are also disturbed by our 

losses. God enters these days with joy, to keep us from brooding over sorrow. �

     In the past year, have you ever felt that God abandoned you? Then Isaiah’s message is for you. This mes-

sage goes to the whole world, including you. You are a city that is not forsaken. You are called Frequented. 

God comes to be with you and rejoice in you. In you! �

�

Christmas: Mass during the Day    Hebrews 1:1�6 Veiled Messages �

�

     On the surface, many Christmas customs have little to do with Christ. We spend more money on one an-

other than we do on charities and the poor. We decorate our homes with artificial evergreen rather than the 

natural symbols of eternal life. We sing songs about Santa Claus rather than the birth 

of Jesus. Even our postage stamps make us choose between sacred and secular. �

     Some of our Christmas customs seem to turn away from Christ. Or do they? The 

giving of gifts expresses love of neighbor. Festive decorations set this season apart 

from all others. Santa Claus is St. Nicholas, a bishop remembered for his generosity. 

Every letter sent and received bears the stamp of a special season, tidings of good 

will, and a reminder that those who are far away are close to us in mind and heart. �

     The customs of this season are veiled announcements of one message: Christ is 

born for us. To remove the veil, to hear the good news, we gather at church. There 

the message of Christmas speaks loud and clear.   �

     The Letter to the Hebrews says, “In times past, God spoke in partial and various 

ways to our ancestors through the prophets; in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son.” �

      The customs of Christmas speak the message in partial ways, but God speaks the message clearly 

through the Son, who is born in our midst this day. �

�

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year A © 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training 

Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD. �

�

�

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK � REFLECT AND RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE�

�

First Reading:  Isaiah prophesied of God’s promise to send “a child to us” who will be “a great light” and 

bring us “abundant joy and great rejoicing.” How will you show to others today your joy at the birth of Jesus?�

�

Second Reading:  Paul teaches Titus that Jesus is “the grace of God” who has come to save all people. In 

response, we believers are called “to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age.” What makes this chal-

lenging to do in our time?�

�

Gospel:  We hear Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus. Luke tells us how the mes-

sage of the angel of the Lord frightened the shepherds. In response, the angel said, 

“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for 

all the people …” How will your family celebrate today the birth of Jesus, our Lord 

and Messiah?  ©LPi�
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**  bulletin@smgoretti.com  **�

�

All submissions are due 10 days �

before publication date.�

�

The deadline for bulletin submissions is �

2:00pm on Thursday, �

10 days before the bulletin date.���

�

Exceptions occur when the bulletin is re-

quired to be sent early  due to holidays.�

�

Please plan ahead as submissions  received 

past the deadline will be published in the 

following  week’s bulletin.�

��

Submissions should be sent as a Word docu-

ment (single spaced), PDF or �

photo format (JPEG, TIFF, GIF, PNG), �

attached to  or in the body of an email�

Adult and Kid’s Cereal             Shampoo�

Manwich                                   Instant Oatmeal�

Hamburger Helper                   Cooking Oil�

Flour                                         Sugar�

Mayonnaise                              Mixed Vegetables�

Bush’s Baked Beans�

�

�

Christmas�

�

     Today marks the end of the Advent season and the be-

ginning of the Christmas season. We have lighted four can-

dles these past four weeks and asked God to help us be 

present to our neighbors and friends. Now in the Christmas 

season we are called to be Christ in the flesh to our world.�

�

Let us pray...�

O God, you became human through the obedience of a 

simple young woman named Mary.  Mary is our model of 

faith.  May we be faithful to your word as Mary was.  Give 

us the courage to face each day with the yes that Mary 

gave to you.  We ask this through the incarnate God,�

who comes to us again during this Christmas season.  

Amen.�

LECTORS �

�

Dec. 24�25�

4 pm Dave Griswack�

9 pm Marge Taylor�

8 am Chris Klimchalk�

10 am Richard Fron�

�

Dec. 31�Jan. 1�

4 pm Gretchen Searynk�

8 am Pat Wallace�

10 am Pat Woodby�

12 pm Francis Tofil�

The Nativity of the Lord (December 25) �

�

     We all know the 

Christmas story: 

Mary and Joseph 

journey to Bethlehem 

to complete the Ro-

man census; humbly, 

Jesus is born in a 

stable; angels sing 

Glory to God in the 

highest, proclaiming Christ’s birth to shep-

herds, who then hurry from their fields to 

the stable to adore the newborn King.  �

     Perhaps not as familiar is the prophet 

Isaiah’s joyous prophecy about the Savior 

Who will come to be the Light of the World 

and lead the people out of darkness. �

    Christ’s light guides us on our steward-

ship journey to be His disciples. On this 

beautiful celebration of Jesus’ birth, let us 

keep in prayer our family members who are 

alone or neighbors in need of our support. 

May they find peace in the birth of the In-

carnated Word with our gifts of food, cloth-

ing, and a listening ear. �

Jan. 7�8�

4 pm Dave Griswack�

8 am Tom Koselka�

10 am Chris Bergeron�

12 pm Mary Jane Favot�

�

Jan. 14�15�

4 pm Marge Taylor�

8 am Mary Ellen Sobczak�

10 am Gary Schoenherr�

12 pm Betty Cayley�
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20710 Colgate,  Dearborn Heights, MI  48125�

�

WEBSITE:  www.stmariagorettiparish.com�

�

�

P���� O�����    parishoffice@smgoretti.com�

Phone: 313.562.5356     Fax: 313.562.0058�

�

P���� S���� � L���������

�

P��
�  Rev. David Lesniak      pastor@smgoretti.com�

�

S���
� D���
�  Rev. Mr. Lawrence Girard�

�

P���� D���
��

Rev. Mr. Regis Buckley      deacon@smgoretti.com�

�

F���� F
� ���
� O�����    �

DRE@smgoretti.com  or  FaithForm@smgoretti.com�

313.563.0960�

�
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S�. V������ D� P�"# F

� P�����   E<:. 107                                    

Matt Kulczyk      Direct Number:  313.563.3970�

�

�

W��%��� M��:�

Saturday:   4 p.m.�

Sunday:   8 a.m., 10 a.m. & 12 Noon�

�

D��#� M��:�

Monday through Friday: 8 a.m.�

First Friday: 8 a.m. & 12 Noon�

First Saturday: 8 a.m. �

�

C
����
�   Saturday:  3 � 3:30 p.m. or by request�

�

H
#����   TIMES TO BE DETERMINED�

�

A�
����
� 
� ��� B#��� S���� ��� �

First Fridays following the morning Mass until 9:30 a.m.�

�

B����   Contact Parish Office for arrangements.  �

Pre�Baptism Class required.�

�

M�����!�   Please contact Parish Office at least six (6) 

months in advance.�

�

�

P����� O		�
� H��� �

Closed to visitors until further notice due to 

surge in covid cases.  Please telephone or email.�

Calls after hours should be limited to emergencies 

only.�

�

Monday�� Thursday:���9 am � 1 pm ��

Friday: CLOSED for the time being�

�

If you need to contact the parish office, �

please call during regular business hours.�

You can also reach the  parish office by email: 

parishoffice@smgoretti.com�

P����� C����������, C�!�"�#� ��$ G��!&��

�

�

Parish Council�

�

Chairperson:   Richard Fron�

�

Co�Chairperson:  Chris Bergeron�

�

Secretary:  Thomas Koselka�

�

Members at Large:  Barbara Balnius � Mario Ferrante�

Pat Wallace              David Griswack� Valerie Koselka�

John O’Callaghan    Marge Taylor       Sandy VanAssche��

Linda Wielkopolan�

�

Worship Commission:� � David Griswack�

�

Education/Formation Comm:� Marge Taylor� � �

�

Christian Svc. Commission:� Cathy Nagle�

�

Finance Council:� � Dianna Dunne�

�

Ushers President:� � Dave Griswack�

� 313.999.5144�

�

�

�

�

�

Online giving makes it easy to give! You never have 

to bring envelopes, cash or checks to church.��Giving 

electronically also helps the church save money and �

plan its budget.�

There are no fees for on�line giving.�

�

� Visit the St. Maria Goretti website at 

www.stmariagorettiparish.com�

�

� Click on the�Online Giving�link on the right side of 

the home page.�

�

� Complete the registration form�

�

�Please feel free to call the Parish Office if you 

should have any questions or want to know more 

about Online Giving.�

�

Your donations are vital to the success of 

our Parish community.�

�

D����� M��	
 C������

with Deacon Regis�

Join us on �

Fridays at 3:00pm to pray the �

Divine Mercy Chaplet on ZOOM.  �

To connect by computer use this link:  �

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85478055945 �

To connect by smart phone call �

1 (312) 626 6799 �



Sunday, Dec 25, 2022 Jubilee, every day! Christmas is the 

only day of the year designated as "merry." While most birth-

days are declared "happy" in the celebration of life, the birth 

of God among us recommends merriment: a festival of de-

light, high spirits, good fellowship, and feasting. Yet Saint 

Théophane Vénard observed that our faith asks even more 

of us: "Try to fulfill each day's tasks steadily and cheerfully. Be merry, really merry. The life of a true Christian 

should be a perpetual jubilee, a prelude to the festivals of eternity." Capture the spirit of Christmas in your 

being. Resolve to bring joy to the world, every day of the year. SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE 

LORD (CHRISTMAS) TODAY'S READINGS: Night: Isaiah 9:1�6; Titus 2:11�14; Luke 2:1�14 (14); Day: Isaiah 

52:7�10; Hebrews 1:1�6; John 1:1�18 (16). “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” �

�

Monday, Dec 26, 2022 A day for renewed commitment Advent is full of anticipation that finally culminates 

on Christmas. But once the Savior is here, there’s no time to wait to start Christianity’s mission. So today we 

honor the first martyr of the faith, Saint Stephen, who was stoned to death. One of the first followers of the 

apostles, chosen by them to serve as a deacon, Stephen preached and performed miracles and forgave his 

attackers (Saul, later Saint Paul, among them) before dying. As we get ready to start a new year, let Stephen 

inspire you to reflect on your baptismal call to spread the gospel and how you might renew your efforts in 

word and witness. FEAST OF STEPHEN, FIRST MARTYR TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 6:8�10; 7:54�59; Mat-

thew 10:17�22 (696). “You will be hated by all because of my name, but whoever endures to the end will be 

saved.” �

�

Tuesday, Dec 27, 2022 Love remains What should your true love gift you on the third day of Christmas? 

How about the reminder that Saint John was the “beloved disciple” of Jesus? So beloved that Jesus�even 

as he was dying on the cross�entrusted his own mother to John’s tender care: “‘Woman, here is your son,’ 

and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother’” (John 19:26). As the dust settles on our often hectic celebrations of 

Christmas, remember that “faith, hope, and love remain . . . but the greatest of these is love.” So don’t fret if 

your holiday feast doesn’t include a Martha Stewart masterpiece; simple love should be the main course�

and makes for the best leftovers. FEAST OF JOHN, APOSTLE, EVANGELIST TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 

1:1�4; John 20:1a, 2�8 (697). "Beloved: What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 

seen . . . and touched with our hands concerns the Word of life." �

�

Wednesday, Dec 28, 2022 Dry every tear In the midst of celebrating the great octave of Christmas we are 

reminded that Jesus was born into a world much like our own: filled with violence and terror, impacting espe-

cially the most vulnerable. Pope Francis stated in his 2016 address for the Feast of the Holy Innocents: 

"Christmas is . . . accompanied, whether we like it or not, by tears. . . . It is the sobbing of mothers bewailing 

the death of their children in the face of Herod’s tyranny and unbridled thirst for power. Today too, we hear 

this heart�rending cry of pain, which we neither desire nor are able to ignore or to silence.” How shall we re-

spond, to bring some comfort to those who grieve? FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS TO-

DAY'S READINGS: 1 John 1:5�2:2; Matthew 2:13�18 (698). “Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to 

Egypt, and stay there until I tell you.” �

�

Thursday, Dec 29, 2022 No disposable lives “Will no one rid me of this turbulent priest?” Those words are 

attributed to King Henry II. This provocative question signaled to Henry’s armed forces that Bishop Thomas 

[Becket] of Canterbury should be killed. And so he was. Catholic teaching tells us that every single life is pre-

cious, whether a bishop or a pauper. On this memorial of Saint Thomas Becket, consider ways our communi-

ty can reject the notion of ridding ourselves of turbulent human beings�be they convicts, the bedridden, or 

other troublesome or inconvenient lives. MEMORIAL OF THOMAS BECKET, BISHOP, MARTYR TODAY'S 

READINGS: 1 John 2:3�11; Luke 2:22�35 (202). “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in 

Israel.” �

�

Friday, Dec 30, 2022 All in the family Families come in all sorts of shapes and sizes. One thing they all 

share, however, is that they are not perfect. “Perfect families do not exist,” said Pope Francis in a 2015 ad-

dress. “This must not discourage us. Quite the opposite. Love is something we learn; love is something we �



live; love grows as it is ‘forged’ by the concrete situations which each par-

ticular family experiences. Love is born and constantly develops amid 

lights and shadows.” As we remember the Holy Family, let us also recom-

mit ourselves to this kind of love within all our family experiences. FEAST 

OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH TODAY'S 

READINGS: Sirach 3:2�6, 12�14 or Colossians 3:12�21; Matthew 2:13�15, 

19�23 (17). “And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfec-

tion.” �

�

Saturday, Dec 31, 2022 Slow down to celebrate Part of the wisdom 

coming to us from our long church tradition is found in the realization that 

some mysteries take a while to unfold. That is why during the Christmas 

season we celebrate the great mystery of God in the world for an entire 

octave, the eight days between Christmas and the solemnity tomorrow of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. As we approach the end of 

this great celebration, ponder for a few moments how the mystery of this 

event has unfolded for you this year. And take a moment to feel the joy of 

Christmas once again. SEVENTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE 

NATIVITY OF THE LORD TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 2:18�21; John 

1:1�18 (204). “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. �

�

©2022 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights 

reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the following credit: Reprinted with permission from 

TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. For more 

information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. �

�
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 JOHN WOOD
 PLUMBING

313-278-9300
Fast Professional Service

Expert Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Lic. Master Plumber
Reasonable Rates

www.johnwoodplumbingllc.com 10% PARISHIONER DISCOUNT 

All Makes & Models
www.atozheating.com

313-291-8200

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING & 

APPLIANCE REPAIR

2640 Monroe Blvd.
Dearborn, Michigan
(313) 274-4000

www.hackettmetcalf.com
Funeral Directors Since 1903

Funeral Directors

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

24 Hour Emergency Service
313-558-8757 

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

TOO HOT? 
TOO COLD?

 NO HOT WATER?
DUCTWORK DIRTY?

CALL US WE CAN HELP!

313-395-1144

TOTAL
TREE SERVICE
tree trimming, removal, FirewooD

Stump grinDing
Insured, Senior Discounts

30 Yrs. Exp. • I.S.A. Certified Arborist
Free Estimate 734-266-4015

www.frankstree.com

Kramar Jewelry, Inc.
Fine Diamond Setting
Expert Jewelry Repairing
All Shapes of Diamonds
Wholesale Prices

25766 Woodward Ave. • Royal Oak
(1/2 mile north of I-696)

Mon-Fri 10a-6p
Saturday 10a-5p

www.kramarjewelry.com
248-968-3010248-968-3010

WE BUY GOLDWE BUY GOLD

21925 Garrison St. •West Dearborn | WestbornAgency.com

Are You a Hospital Employee?
You now qualify for Meemic Insurance.

Save Big, up to 35% on
Auto & Home Insurance

Call Mariam, 313-914-3813

THIS SPACE IS

7635 Allen Rd., Allen Park
www.SayItWithFlowersUSA.com

(313) 383-5222

Say it with
Flowers

Your Full Service Florist
Parishioner

Serving the Parish with pride!
WEDDING & FUNERAL SPECIALIST

We bring neighbors together over great-tasting coffee & 
delicious baked goods. Stop by one of our many Dearborn 

locations or Order ahead using the Tim Hortons App!
timhortons.com

SENIOR DISCOUNT

PLUMBING
313-794-2609

Family Owned and 
Operated for Over 70 Years

DEARBORN - 23701 Ford Rd
(313) 278-5100

www.voranfuneralhome.com

Veronica’sVeronica’s  CateringCatering
(313) 999-0749(313) 999-0749

www.cateringV.comwww.cateringV.com
veronicascatering@yahoo.comveronicascatering@yahoo.com

Turf Doctor
Ask For Mike Bozzo 313-928-5514

Fertilizing - Aeration
Weed & Insect Control-Seed

Discounts to Parishioners
www.turfdoctor.biz

 FREE Estimate 


