
The following is a message from Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron to the faithful of the Archdiocese of 

Detroit dated December 22, 2022:�

�

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,�

     When the angel of the Lord announced the coming of Christ, both Mary and Joseph hesitated.  

“How can this be?” Mary asked (Lk. 1:34). Joseph decided on a quiet divorce, as he was “unwilling to 

expose her to shame” (Mt. 1:19).�

     This child was not 

part of their plans.�

     We gather each 

Christmas with friends 

and family to celebrate 

the birth of Christ, our 

Lord and Savior, who 

came to free us from sin 

and death. Part of the 

great mystery of the in-

carnation we celebrate is 

that Christ came to us 

not as a king or conquer-

or, but as an infant born 

into a young family that 

was not expecting him � 

a family whose lives are 

greatly disrupted by his 

arrival.�

      In response to the angel’s news, both Mary and Joseph overcame their hesitancy and said “yes” 

to the will of God, welcoming His Son into their lives. They continued saying “yes” as God led them 

to a stable in Bethlehem and later into exile in Egypt and, finally, to Nazareth.�

     In his 2021 apostolic letter,�Patris corde, Pope Francis remarked on the “creative courage” of St. 

Joseph, who “was able to turn a problem into a possibility by trusting always in divine providence.”�

     The same is true of Mary’s trust in God’s plan.�

     The Holy Family is reflected today in the trials and triumphs of all families, particularly those who 

seek to follow our Lord in the face of life’s difficulties. As we welcome Christ in our Christmas cele-

brations this year, let us ask ourselves how we can extend that same joyous welcome to mothers and 

fathers in need in our midst.�

     Are we like the Magi, who went to great lengths to seek out the Holy Family, generously providing 

for them and adoring the child Jesus?�

     Or are we like Herod, who spoke of doing homage (Mt. 2:8) but ultimately put his own plans and 

desires before the will of God?�

     We welcome and serve Christ when we welcome and serve the mother facing an unexpected preg-

nancy, supporting her so she is empowered to give the great gift of life. We provide for Him when we 

help provide for families who have been forced to flee their homelands. We open our hearts to our 

Lord when we open our hearts to “every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every stranger, every 

prisoner, every infirm person” (Patris corde,�5).�

     What we do for them, we do for Christ.�

     As we celebrate Christmas this year, may the Holy Family and the birth of Jesus be our inspiration 

to generously serve those in need around us. And through this service, may we experience and share 

the joy of welcoming the Incarnate Word in our midst.�

     May the peace of Christ be with you, your loved ones, and all whom you encounter this Christmas 

season.�

�

Sincerely yours in Christ,�

The Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit�
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Saturday, Dec. 31  St. Sylvester I, Pope�

4 pm +Doris Zemaitis by Robet Nichols�

         +Peggy Butler by Tracy & Travis Baker�

         +Gerald Haliburda Sr. by famlly�

         +Gerald Haliburda Jr. by family�

   �

Sunday, Jan. 1  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God �

                                          and Octave of Christmas�

8 am  +Jack & Alma Fitzpatrick by family�

10 am +Alice Comport by Pat Woodby�

           +Jim Cayley by Betty Cayley�

12 pm +Bishop Moses Anderson 10th ann.�

 �

Monday, Jan. 2  SS. Basil the Great & Gregory �

       Nazianzen, bishops and doctors of the Church�

8 am +Fr. Thomas Cusick 1st ann.�

         �

Tuesday, Jan. 3  Most Holy Name of Jesus�

8 am +People of the Parish�

    �

Wednesday, Jan. 4  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, relig.�

8 am +Felix Turek 23rd ann. by Sons�

         +John Nagy 31st ann by family�

�

Thursday Jan. 5  St. John Neumann, bishop�

8 am +Special Intention�

� �

1st Friday, Jan. 6  St. Andre Bessette, relgious            �

8 am +Raymond & Genevieve Browne�

12 Noon  Health of Robert Bott by family�

�

Saturday, Jan. 7  St. Raymond of Penafort, priest�

8 am In Reparation to the Immac. Heart of Mary�

4 pm +Regina Hartman (bday) by Hartman Family�

     +Madge Czapiewski by Carl & Rosann Saam and �

                                                          Dan Czapiewski�

   �

Sunday, Jan. 8  Epiphany of the Lord�

8 am  +Stella Schultz by family�

10 am +Dorothy Indelecato (bday) by family�

12 pm +People of the Parish�

           +Mary & Feliks Turek by Sons�

�

�

LIVE THE LITURGY � 

WEEKLY INSPIRATION�

�

     The shepherds re-

turned from Bethlehem 

“glorifying and praising 

God.” They were affect-

ed deeply by the sight of 

the infant Messiah and 

the message of the an-

gels. What would the world look like, if we allowed 

ourselves to be likewise impacted by the word of 

God?  ©LPi�

S������� L���  burns  brightly this week�

                             �

�

In Memory of�

�

+Robert & Madge Czapiewski�

�

by Family�

�

Mary, the Holy Mother of God�

�

This solemnity is a rather recent addition to the cycle 

of seasons, Sundays, and feasts in our liturgical 

year. We have Pope Paul VI to thank for the 1974 

enshrining of the devotion to Mary into our calendar 

on January 1. It is also a day in our calendar as a 

World Day for Peace.�

�

Let us pray...�

�

God of heaven and earth, �

     You came to us and took our earthly flesh 

through the gift of Mary's yes.�

     She is our Mother in faith, as she is your earthly 

mother.  We are thankful beyond our ability to thank 

you for the gift of her Son as our brother and savior.  

Through her self�giving, we have been reconciled to 

you.�

     Bless us as we begin this New Year and endow 

us with the desire and ability to create a world of 

peace.�

    We ask all this, through the intercession of Mary 

to you, one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Amen.�

�
�

Please remember in your pray-

ers the souls of Helen Kamin-

ski and Patricia Tusick who 

were buried from our parish.  

May they share the fullness of 

eternal life with Christ.  May 

their families be consoled in the 

hope of the resurrection.�

�

�

�



�GOSPEL MEDITATION � ENCOURAGE DEEPER �

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

Mary, The Holy Mother of God�

�

     We hide ourselves and 

our secrets from God be-

cause we are afraid. Even 

Mary can seem too perfect 

to approach. The shep-

herds find the strength to 

speak to Mary and Joseph 

at the moment they see 

the child in the manger. 

They open their hearts and 

share what they’ve experi-

enced. Saint Luke writes 

of the shepherds, “When 

they saw this, they made known the message that had been 

told them about this child.”�

     When I was a college student, I visited Rome. Beggars 

often approached and said, “Mangia? Mangia?” I didn’t 

speak Italian and thought, “Why are they speaking about the 

Christmas nativity scene?” My friend said, “Mangia means 

eat. They’re hungry.” That’s when I realized more deeply 

than ever before that Mary puts her baby in a place de-

signed for hungry animals to eat.�

     See that baby in the manger in your heart. Imagine Mary 

kneeling nearby looking at you with love. She doesn’t cling 

to God for herself. In that cave, from the beginning, she qui-

etly offers her son to hungry souls. The manger means vul-

nerable self�offering love. That’s the sign. This week that 

same manger opens our hearts to tell Mary about our lives, 

too. � Father John Muir  ©LPi�

�

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK � REFLECT AND RESPOND 

TO SCRIPTURE�

�

First Reading:  This priestly prayer was originally for the 

ancient Israelites who dedicated themselves to the Lord in 

the time of Moses. The prayer is filled with the hope of 

God’s blessing, generosity, kindness, and peace. Which 

part of this prayer (God’s blessing, generosity, kindness, or 

peace) do you most need this week?�

�

Second Reading:  Paul teaches “the fullness of time had 

come” in Mary’s birth of Jesus in that all believers are now 

“heir” (adopted sons and daughters) to God’s promises 

made to Israel. Have you ever been “heir” to something from 

your family?�

�

Gospel:  Luke teaches us that Mary � even as a young 

woman � reflected in her heart the events she was experi-

encing with her newborn son, Jesus. How often do you pray 

and reflect on events within your own life or in the life of oth-

ers?�

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR �

ORDINARY MOMENTS�

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman�

�

She Kept All of These Things �

in Her Heart�

�

     “What was my first word? Who was 

there when I was born? When did I start to 

walk? Which toys did I play with? What 

made me cry when I was a baby?”�

     My oldest has reached the age where 

she has started to ask questions like this. 

As she grows up, she is realizing that, in 

order to understand the world around her, 

she must first understand herself. This 

makes her insatiably curious about her own 

identity, her history � her “origin story,” as 

they say in the movies.�

     I’ve got most of it documented either in 

writing or in photos, but even if it’s a detail 

that wasn’t scribbled in a baby book or 

saved to my digital cloud, it’s a memory that 

I can quickly summon and make real for her 

as we snuggle and talk about who she was, 

who she is, and who she may become.�

     I’m the mom. I have kept all of these 

things in my heart.�

     The Blessed Mother knew more about 

God before opening a book than most of us 

could discover after a lifetime of study and 

prayer.  There is no one whose knowledge 

of Christ was so intimate, so deep, so sim-

ultaneously ordinary and extraordinary, as 

the human woman who bore him, birthed 

him, nursed him, raised him and eventually 

gave him up.�

     In the way that I can tell my daughter 

everything there is to know about the part 

of her life she cannot recall, Mary can tell 

us everything we need to know about 

Christ. All we have to do is ask.�

     Mary kept all of these things in her 

heart. � Luke 2:19   ©LPi�



Merry Christmas!!!�

�

     We are on the 6 th day of our 8�day celebration 

of Christmas. Recall that in the liturgical year Christ-

mas Day lasts for eight days (The Octave of Christ-

mas) until January 1st , and that the Christmas Sea-

son won’t end this year until January 9th , the Feast 

of the Baptism of the Lord, a total of sixteen days! What a wonderful Church we have!!!�

     This year, December 30th, is the Feast of the Holy Family so I thought I’d devote some time to it as it is 

most especially relevant today.�

     The Holy Family is the name given to the family unit of Jesus: The Divine Son of God Jesus, his mother 

Mary, and his foster�father Joseph. We know very little about the life of the Holy Family through the Scrip-

tures. But, while the exact details of the day�to�day life of the Holy Family may be unknown, we can still learn 

a lot from the stories we do have.�

     Devotion to the Holy Family is a recent development, but one that naturally grows out of a love for Jesus 

and his family. On October 26, 1921 the Congregation of Rites (under Pope Benedict XV) inserted the Feast 

of the Holy Family into the Latin Rite general calendar. Until then it had only been celebrated regionally. 

Popes before and including Benedict XV (especially Leo XIII) promoted the feast as a way to counter the 

breakdown of the family unit (sound familiar?).�

     The Holy Family is the ideal model for the Christian Family. Mary and Joseph experienced many difficul-

ties within their family: traveling to Bethlehem with Mary ready to deliver; having to stay and give birth in a 

smelly stable; dealing with uninvited guests (the shepherds); fleeing from Herod at the command of an angel; 

losing their son in the Temple. We experience difficulties in our families too: Dad loses his job; mom or the 

kids get sick; uninvited guests (surprise visits by friends and relatives); sheltering our families from an in-

creasingly secular world where God has no place.�

     The Holy Family gives us the model for dealing with these problems. First, we deal with them together, as 

a family. When the angel told Joseph to leave and go to Egypt, he didn’t send Mary and Jesus ahead while 

he stayed behind to tie together any loose ends. They left together.�

     Second, we trust in the Lord. We pray about our situation and listen and watch for God’s response. It may�

not be what we want to hear. Imagine Joseph being told by the angel that he was to pack up his family in the�

middle of the night and move to Egypt. “Why do I have to go at night? Couldn’t this journey wait till the�

morning? I have neither horse nor money.”� If we had been in Joseph’s place, would we not have made a�

thousand excuses? Whereas he promptly did all that the angel commanded. The peace and serenity of mind�

of Mary and Joseph shows their constant openness to do God’s will amid all the unexpected events that befell�

them.�

     Every family has struggles: Our children have fallen away from the Faith that we taught them; Our jobs 

have become very stressful; The world is becoming increasingly hostile to Catholic Christians. How do we 

react?  Turn to the Holy Family for the answer. Deal with the situation together. Pray! Listen and watch for 

God’s answer to our prayers. Be open to God’s will. In other words, Trust Him!!�

�

God Is Good All the Time!�

All the Time God Is Good!�

�

Don’t forget, join us this Friday and every Friday at 3PM to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet on ZOOM.�

See the ad in our bulletin or on the parish website for details on how to join in. Hope to see you there!�

�

�

Holidays can be stressful for a marriage. If you know of a marriage that needs 

help...�

Retrouvaille (Retro�vi)�Marriage Ministry is having a getaway Week-

end�JANUARY 13�15, 2023�at a local area hotel.��

�This highly effective program has been helping to save and improve�marriages 

45 years.���

Visit HELP OUR MARRIAGE DOT ORG for more info�

That’s HELP….. OUR….. MARRIAGE…. DOT…. ORG.��



St. John Neumann | January 5�

�

     Short Bio � Great for social me-

dia or in your bulletin St. John Neu-

mann, patron saint of educators, im-

migrants, and sick children, was the 

first male saint to be canonized from 

the USA. An immigrant himself, he 

expanded Catholic education in his 

region from 2 schools to 100 & min-

istered in 6 different languages!�

     Biography St. John Neumann is 

the patron saint of educators, immi-

grants, and, due to the miracles that secured his canonization, sick 

children. This is a fitting patronage as he was a lover of education 

and learning from a very young age. In fact, when he was a child, his 

mother called him “my little bibliomaniac” due to his preoccupation 

with reading. Born in 1811 Bohemia, in what is now the Czech Re-

public, he attended the university in Prague preparing for ordination. 

However, his local bishops were not ordaining new priests at the time 

because Bohemia was overstocked with priests. He inquired about 

ordination all over Europe but received the same answer everywhere. 

Not one to be deterred, John then applied to several United States 

dioceses. Receiving no immediate responses, the saint took a leap of 

faith and decided to just immigrate to the United States in 1836, dur-

ing his 25th year, with only $40 in his pocket. This risk paid off when 

he was ordained in New York a month later.�

     Early in his priesthood he worked primarily as a missionary to Ger-

man immigrants in Buffalo. His missionary work also created an op-

portunity for him to spend time in Maryland, Virginia, Michigan, and 

Ohio. When he was 29, he joined the Congregation of the Most Holy 

Redeemer (Redemptorists), a congregation of priests and brothers 

dedicated to helping the poor and most abandoned. He was their first 

member to profess vows in the United States.�

     He died in 1860 and was the first American bishop canonized 

saint.�

�

Prayer for St. John Neumann’s intercession:�

�

     O St. John Neumann, your ardent desire of bringing all souls to 

Christ impelled you to leave home and country; teach us to live wor-

thily in the spirit of our baptism which makes us all children of the one 

Heavenly Father and brothers of Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

family of God.�

     Obtain for us that complete dedication in the service of the needy, 

the weak, the afflicted, and the abandoned which so characterized 

your life. Help us to walk perseveringly in the difficult and at times 

painful paths of duty, strengthened by the Body and Blood of our Re-

deemer and under the watchful protection of Mary our Mother. May 

death still find us on the sure road to our Father’s house, with the light 

of living faith in our hearts.�

(Prayer Source: https://stjohnneumann.org/wp�content/

uploads/2017/01/Prayers�to�St.�John�Neumann.pdf)�

Question:  What is the history of 

the rosary? Where did this pray-

er come from?�

�

Answer:  Although a longstanding 

tradition attributed the rosary to 

Saint Dominic and the Dominican 

Order, the practice of using beads 

to count prayers predates the Do-

minicans by a few hundred years. 

In fact, it seems that what we now 

think of as the rosary (which means 

“garland of roses”) was first devel-

oped by illiterate peasants and reli-

gious brothers and sisters as a way 

of offering 150 “Our Fathers” to re-

place the praying of the 150 

psalms in the Divine Office.�

      The practice of reciting 150 Hail 

Marys (which was later subdivided 

into 15 decades of 10 Hail Marys) 

arose during the late Middle Ages. 

Devotion to the rosary began to 

flourish in the nineteenth century, 

especially as new devotions to 

Mary began to spread throughout 

Europe and�

the New World. An annual liturgical 

celebration of Our Lady of the Ro-

sary was introduced into the 

Church calendar in 1573 and it has 

been observed on the date of Octo-

ber 7 since 1913.�

     In the apostolic letter On the 

Most Holy Rosary, Pope Saint 

John Paul II not only added five 

new mysteries to the traditional fif-

teen, but he also reminded Catho-

lics that the rosary is, at its core, an 

opportunity to go deeper into the 

life of Jesus: “The rosary, though 

clearly Marian in character, is at 

heart a Christocentric prayer … It 

has all the depth of the Gospel 

message in its entirety, of which it 

can be said to be a compendium. It 

is an echo of Mary’s prayer, her 

perennial Magnificat … With the 

rosary, the Christian people sit at 

the school of Mary and are led to 

contemplate the beauty of the face 

of Christ and to experience the 

depths of his love” (no. 1).  ©LPi�



Norm Abramczyk�

Louise Ames�

Anna Axe�

Harry Bacalia�

Sue Bacalia�

Norma Bak�

Violet Barrette�

Bob Behmer�

Bob, Jim & Vincent�

Bellottie�

Judy Bennett�

Patricia Best�

Sharon Bieniek�

Cynthia Blaha�

Marilyn Block�

Robert Bott�

Aaron Boyless�

Thomas J. Brennan, Jr.�

Ken Butler�

Joan Buzo�

Stella Camilleri�

Jacob, Gabriel, Lisa, 

Nathan and Caitlin Cassar�

Richard Cline�

Connie�

Carolyn Doran�

Zoe Cossin�

Betty Ann Crawford�

Todd Dawson�

Shannon Dawson�

Tina Doney�

Sandy Dudek�

Ernie Dull�

Marsha Farmer �

Cecil Fernandez�

Tina Fernandez�

Lisa Foster�

Rose Fraley�

Duane Glossa�

Roseann Gomez�

Bob & Lori Gonzales�

Gary Graham Jr�

Abigail Graves�

Jennifer Hanna Green�

Charlotte Gutierrez�

Eileen Halpin �

Henry Hansen�

Tina Hovis�

Phyllis Ivy�

Sue Jagodka�

Joanne Kacher�

Norman & Brenda Kaleto�

Fr. Terry Kerner�

Evelyn Kisell�

Chris Kovac�

John  Kovac�

Jenene Kozinski�

George Kramar�

Matt Kulczyk�

Rachel La Pointe�

Patrica Lacopelli�

Joseph Lasky�

Margaret Lasky�

Jennifer Mackaluso & 

Family�

Guadalupe Madrigal�

Phyllis Mareck�

Donald Martin�

Erin Martin�

Larry & Carol McGrew �

Linda Molek�

Steven Monroe�

Dorothy Morse�

Pat Mozdzen�

Suzanne Nicholas�

Gigi Novak�

Daniel O’Connor�

Diane Owens�

John Palmer�

Mary Pellegrini�

Jenna Peters�

Maryanne Peters�

Jimmy Piche�

Kathleen Pietras�

Mary Pike�

Jeff Pingilley�

Jess Pingilley�

Linda Pingilley�

Robert Pingilley�

Sam Pingilley�

Wayne Pingilley�

Carol Regnier�

Whitney Regnier�

Noemia Reid�

Richard Roberts�

Richard�

Felice Rodorigo�

Laura Salazar�

Richard Sanchez�

Fred, Matt, & Joann 

Sanscrainte�

Dennis Scanland�

Dr Alan Scher �

Pat Schoenherr�

Carol Schwartz�

Darlene Shannon�

Phil Shannon�

Rose Shannon�

Jaxon Shubik�

Jimmy Stecki�

Gerald Stevens�

Jim Tokarczyk�

Laurie Trupp�

Beth Vaghy�

Michael Wheelock�

Eileen Winnie�

The Wirick Family�

Frank Wojcik�

Stephen Zelle�

Air Force �

Matthew Thornton, Nicole Thornton, �

Michelle Thornton, Brittany Mack, �

Tiffany Kay Smith (Ladd), husband, Don Smith �

�

Army �

Josh Harpster, Zachary Robbins, �

Robert Truchan,  Anthony Lemieux, �

Bryce Bieniek, Tony Pernicano, Jacob Grze-

bienik,�

Matthew Hapunowicz �

�

Marines �

Joseph Krawzyk, 1st Lieutenant, Joseph 

McGinnis, Corporal, Andrew Clark, 1st Lieu-

tenant, �

Cody S. Pratt, Luke Cohen, Lance Corporal�

�

Navy �

Ryan Detlor, Patrick Hanosh�

�

Army National Guard  �

Vincent Nowak, Michael Dunne� �

�



Mary, the Holy Mother of God     Numbers 6:22�27    A Blessed New Year! �

�

     We begin the new year with hope. It is filled with possibility. Our calendars 

look empty, but they will soon be filled with activity and events. We have 

plans for some of them. Other events will surprise us. We realize this year 

will bring its measure of sorrow, but we trust it to bring its measure of joy. �

     Let this day and this year be a blessing! �

     Today we hear the words of blessing spoken by God to Moses. “The Lord 

bless you and keep you!” They are words of protection. “The Lord be gra-

cious to you!” They are words of favor. “The Lord give you peace!” They are 

words that wish the finest blessing, the gift of peace. �

     This new year, with all its promise, gives us the possibility of blessing. 

Perhaps you have withheld blessing from someone you know. Perhaps you 

especially need God’s gift of peace. Perhaps you fear the absence of God’s 

protection. �

     Let this blessing calm your heart. Let it inspire you to breathe God’s gift of peace to all you meet this day 

and this new year. Let the blessing of God, first spoken to Moses, echoing throughout the ages, enter your 

home and warm your hearth .�
�

�

Mary, the Holy Mother of God      Galatians 4:4�7      Mother of God, Child of God �

�

     We inherit a lot from our parents�name, nationality, ethnicity, genes, and 

health. All children receive formation and habits important to the parents who 

raise them. Whether by birth or adoption, receiving a child into a family is a mo-

ment weighted with the importance of history. The child receives what the fami-

ly values.  �

     St. Paul tells the Galatians that God’s Son came to us “born of a woman.” 

Jesus came as a very different kind of child�a divine child, “adopted” by hu-

manity. He shared all that we share in our human nature. �

     Jesus accepted this in order that we might become very different kind of 

children�human children, “adopted” by divinity. God sends the Spirit into our 

hearts so that we may fully inherit all that is ours as children of God: a name, a 

family of believers, a system of values, the guidance of love, and a global com-

munity that has more hope than it could possibly imagine. �

     Today’s solemnity remembers Mary as the Mother of God. On this day we 

acclaim her for her decision to cooperate with God’s plan of salvation. We do it 

under a special title: Mother of God. In that phrase we meet the mystery of God’s love for us. God became 

human so that we might inherit everlasting life. �

     On this day we express our gratitude to God for Mary’s example of service. And we rejoice that because of 

her we can all be called children of God. �

�

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First and Second Readings, Year A © 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training 

Publications. All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD. �

�

�

Solemnity of the Mary, the Holy Mother of God�

�

      In St. Luke’s Gospel, shepherds make haste  to Bethlehem and find the Holy Family in 

a stable.  These shepherds understand, as they have been told, that Mary, the Mother of 

God,  has given birth to Jesus, the Word Incarnate.  Our Blessed Mother and St. Joseph  

become the first disciples of Christ.  St. Paul teaches that, through Christ, we are children 

of God.  Stewardship begins with accepting discipleship in the Lord, beginning with our 

Baptism.  �

     Do we follow Mary’s beautiful example fully trusting in God’s call and doing His will in our lives?  Begin the 

New Year with a devotion to Mary by learning and praying the Rosary daily.�
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**  bulletin@smgoretti.com  **�

�

All submissions are due 10 days �

before publication date.�

�

The deadline for bulletin submissions is �

2:00pm on Thursday, �

10 days before the bulletin date.���

�

Exceptions occur when the bulletin is re-

quired to be sent early  due to holidays.�

�

Please plan ahead as submissions  received 

past the deadline will be published in the 

following  week’s bulletin.�

��

Submissions should be sent as a Word docu-

ment (single spaced), PDF or �

photo format (JPEG, TIFF, GIF, PNG), �

attached to  or in the body of an email�

Jelly � Grape and Strawberry                       Brownie Mix�

Boil a Bag Rice                                               Pineapple�

Cereal: Kids and Adult (still need badly)     Mixed Fruit�

Dollar Store Deodorant and Razors             Jiffy Mix�

Female Feminine Products                           Peaches�

�

�

     By the time this is printed it will already be 2023. What 

will this new year bring us? We don’t know but pray things 

continue to go well for us all. We have returned after a bad-

ly needed break from the pantry which will reopen Jan. 4th�

with our hours remaining at 11:30 till 1:30 on Mondays and 

Wednesdays. �

     We have fed once again nearly 120 families in the month 

of December. This cannot be done without your help. I am 

amazed at the wonderful people continuing to bring us 

needed items to the pantry and the amount of food we still 

receive from our parishes involved with us. I do ask for your 

continued support and prayers and thank you all ahead of 

time. �

     Wishing you and yours a Happy and healthy New Year.�

LECTORS �

�

Dec. 31�Jan. 1�

4 pm Gretchen Searynk�

8 am Pat Wallace�

10 am Pat Woodby�

12 pm Francis Tofil�

�

Jan. 7�8�

4 pm Dave Griswack�

8 am Tom Koselka�

10 am Chris Bergeron�

12 pm Mary Jane Favot�

�

Jan. 14�15�

4 pm Marge Taylor�

8 am Mary Ellen Sobczak�

10 am Gary Schoenherr�

12 pm Betty Cayley�

�

Jan. 21�22�

4 pm Gretchen Searynk�

8 am Pat Wallace�

10 am Chris Klimchalk�

12 pm Francis Tofil�
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20710 Colgate,  Dearborn Heights, MI  48125�

�

WEBSITE:  www.stmariagorettiparish.com�

�

�

P���� O�����    parishoffice@smgoretti.com�

Phone: 313.562.5356     Fax: 313.562.0058�

�
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�

P��
�  Rev. David Lesniak      pastor@smgoretti.com�

�
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�  Rev. Mr. Lawrence Girard�

�
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��

Rev. Mr. Regis Buckley      deacon@smgoretti.com�

�
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� ���
� O�����    �

DRE@smgoretti.com  or  FaithForm@smgoretti.com�

313.563.0960�

�

O�!����  E3456 P6789:;�

�

B"##���� E���
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Matt Kulczyk      Direct Number:  313.563.3970�

�

�

W��%��� M��:�

Saturday:   4 p.m.�

Sunday:   8 a.m., 10 a.m. & 12 Noon�

�

D��#� M��:�

Monday through Friday: 8 a.m.�

First Friday: 8 a.m. & 12 Noon�

First Saturday: 8 a.m. �

�

C
����
�   Saturday:  3 � 3:30 p.m. or by request�

�

H
#����   TIMES TO BE DETERMINED�

�

A�
����
� 
� ��� B#��� S���� ��� �

First Fridays following the morning Mass until 9:30 a.m.�

�

B����   Contact Parish Office for arrangements.  �

Pre�Baptism Class required.�

�

M�����!�   Please contact Parish Office at least six (6) 

months in advance.�

�

�

P����� O		�
� H��� �

Closed to visitors until further notice due to 

surge in covid cases.  Please telephone or email.�

Calls after hours should be limited to emergencies 

only.�

�

Monday�� Thursday:���9 am � 1 pm ��

Friday: CLOSED for the time being�

�

If you need to contact the parish office, �

please call during regular business hours.�

You can also reach the  parish office by email: 

parishoffice@smgoretti.com�
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�

�

Parish Council�

�

Chairperson:   Richard Fron�

�

Co�Chairperson:  Chris Bergeron�

�

Secretary:  Thomas Koselka�

�

Members at Large:  Barbara Balnius � Mario Ferrante�

Pat Wallace              David Griswack� Valerie Koselka�

John O’Callaghan    Marge Taylor       Sandy VanAssche��

Linda Wielkopolan�

�

Worship Commission:� � David Griswack�

�

Education/Formation Comm:� Marge Taylor� � �

�

Christian Svc. Commission:� Cathy Nagle�

�

Finance Council:� � Dianna Dunne�

�

Ushers President:� � Dave Griswack�

� 313.999.5144�

�

�

�

�

�

Online giving makes it easy to give! You never have 

to bring envelopes, cash or checks to church.��Giving 

electronically also helps the church save money and �

plan its budget.�

There are no fees for on�line giving.�

�

� Visit the St. Maria Goretti website at 

www.stmariagorettiparish.com�

�

� Click on the�Online Giving�link on the right side of 

the home page.�

�

� Complete the registration form�

�

�Please feel free to call the Parish Office if you 

should have any questions or want to know more 

about Online Giving.�

�

Your donations are vital to the success of 

our Parish community.�

�

D����� M��	
 C������

with Deacon Regis�

Join us on �

Fridays at 3:00pm to pray the �

Divine Mercy Chaplet on ZOOM.  �

To connect by computer use this link:  �

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85478055945 �

To connect by smart phone call �

1 (312) 626 6799 �



Sunday, Jan 01, 2023 And let it begin with me "The world must be educated 

to love Peace, to build it up and defend it." With these words, Pope Paul VI in 

1968 called us each to personal responsibility for keeping the peace. Since 

then, successive popes have related the quest for peace to fighting poverty, 

protecting creation, defeating racism, caring for migrants, supporting education, 

ensuring opportunities to work, and overcoming indifference. As the pandemic 

bloomed, Pope Francis described peace as cultivating a "culture of care." Building peace includes encounter-

ing people outside our typical social cocoons. It necessarily involves creating good politics and living with 

hope. Make peace your personal priority. OCTAVE DAY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD; SOLEMNITY 

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD TODAY'S READINGS: Numbers 6:22�27; Gala-

tians 4:4�7; Luke 2:16�21 (18). "The LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace!" �

�

Monday, Jan 02, 2023 Spirituality is a friendly endeavor Is there anyone you regard as a “spiritual friend”? 

Someone with whom you share your Christian journey and who helps you grow in faith? Basil the Great and 

Gregory Nazianzen were two such friends who were monks together for a while and later both became bish-

ops. They lived in a time�the fourth century�when there was great conflict and heresy, and the pair worked 

to keep the church united on the right path. Gregory wrote of their friendship: “We seemed to be two bodies 

with a single spirit … Our single object and ambition was virtue, and a life of hope in the blessings that are to 

come …” If it’s true that you are the company you keep, choose wisely! MEMORIAL OF BASIL THE GREAT 

AND GREGORY NAZIANZEN, BISHOPS, DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 

2:22�28; John 1:19�28 (205). “Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us?” �

�

Tuesday, Jan 03, 2023 The name above all others The Most Holy Name of Jesus occurs in early January 

to signify the eight days since Jesus’ birth�when, as a Jew, he was presented in the Temple and given a 

name. As the Bible reminds us, an angel told Joseph: “You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his peo-

ple from their sins.” Today is also the main feast day of the Jesuit religious order, as their name derives from 

Jesus’ name. Celebrate as suggested by today’s most famous Jesuit, Pope Francis: “It means thinking like 

him, loving like him, seeing like him, walking like him. It means doing what he did and with his same senti-

ments.” MEMORIAL OF THE MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 2:29�3:6; John 

1:29�34 (206). "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” �

�

Wednesday, Jan 04, 2023 Stand firm for justice Today, the church celebrates the feast of Saint Elizabeth 

Ann Seton, the first person born in the future United States to be canonized, and the de facto founder of 

America’s Catholic school system. Seton was also a voice of reason in a time of rampant contradiction in the 

realm of human rights. Though her family owned slaves, Seton apparently rejected the practice and spoke 

lovingly of African Americans. Though her order did not protest the practice, and in some cases benefitted 

from the labor of enslaved individuals themselves, recent studies have found no evidence that Seton herself 

ever engaged in the practice�a rarity for her time and social class. Let’s pray that a spirit of holy resistance 

will fill us all in the fight against injustice�in a world where up to 50 million people live in modern slavery. 

MEMORIAL OF ELIZABETH ANN SETON, RELIGIOUS TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 3:7�10; John 1:35�42 

(207). “The person who acts in righteousness is righteous, just as he is righteous.” �

�

Thursday, Jan 05, 2023 Live and learn�and pass it on Education was of supreme importance to both 

Saint John Neumann (1811�60), who is memorialized today, and to scientist and devout Christian George 

Washington Carver, who died on Jan. 5, 1943. Both men obtained an education long before it was seen as a 

birthright. Both made enormous social contributions as a result: Neumann to faith development of the mass-

es; Carver to applied agricultural science impacting the country in numerous ways. For them, cleverness was 

never an end in itself; they both believed their talents were given by God to serve others. How does your edu-

cation serve others? MEMORIAL OF JOHN NEUMANN, BISHOP TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 3:11�21; 

John 1:43�51 (208). “‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.’" �

�

Friday, Jan 06, 2023 The door will be opened Born frail and weak in 1845 near Montreal and orphaned at 

12 when both parents died, André Bessette tried a number of trades as a young man, none with much suc-

cess. He was initially turned away when applying to the Congregation of Holy Cross but was finally accepted �



and given the humble task of doorkeeper, messenger, and laundry worker 

at Notre Dame College in Montreal. There he faithfully served for dec-

ades. His life of devotion and healing presence eventually attracted le-

gions of visitors and 80,000 prayer requests mailed in each year. “When I 

joined this community, the superiors showed me the door, and I remained 

40 years,” he quipped near the end of his long life. Make yours a life of 

simple service and devotion�and a sense of humor won’t hurt either! 

MEMORIAL OF ANDRÉ BESSETTE, RELIGIOUS TODAY'S READINGS: 

1 John 5:5�13; Mark 1:7�11 or Luke 3:23�28 or 3:23, 31�34, 36, 38 (209). 

“I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.” �

�

Saturday, Jan 07, 2023 Signs of life All that water at the wedding feast 

of Cana was used, the story tells us, for “Jewish ceremonial washings.” 

Such washings were prescribed by the Jewish Halakha, or body of laws 

derived from the Torah. The fact that Jesus turned pure water for cleans-

ing into wine for drinking would have sent a powerful message of the true 

nature of "living water" to the wedding guests. That same message is 

transmitted to us as simple table wine becomes the blood of Christ at eve-

ry Eucharist. Like the wedding guests at Cana, don't hesitate to drink deeply from the cup of life Jesus offers. 

CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY TODAY'S READINGS: 1 John 5:14�21; John 2:1�11 (210). “Jesus did this as the 

beginning of his signs at Cana in Galilee and so revealed his glory.” �

�

©2022 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the 

following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. For more 

information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. �

�
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 JOHN WOOD
 PLUMBING

313-278-9300
Fast Professional Service

Expert Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Lic. Master Plumber
Reasonable Rates

www.johnwoodplumbingllc.com 10% PARISHIONER DISCOUNT 

All Makes & Models
www.atozheating.com

313-291-8200

TOTAL HEATING & COOLING & 

APPLIANCE REPAIR

2640 Monroe Blvd.
Dearborn, Michigan
(313) 274-4000

www.hackettmetcalf.com
Funeral Directors Since 1903

Funeral Directors

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

24 Hour Emergency Service
313-558-8757 

WaterWorkPlumbing.com

TOO HOT? 
TOO COLD?

 NO HOT WATER?
DUCTWORK DIRTY?

CALL US WE CAN HELP!

313-395-1144

TOTAL
TREE SERVICE
tree trimming, removal, FirewooD

Stump grinDing
Insured, Senior Discounts

30 Yrs. Exp. • I.S.A. Certified Arborist
Free Estimate 734-266-4015

www.frankstree.com

Kramar Jewelry, Inc.
Fine Diamond Setting
Expert Jewelry Repairing
All Shapes of Diamonds
Wholesale Prices

25766 Woodward Ave. • Royal Oak
(1/2 mile north of I-696)

Mon-Fri 10a-6p
Saturday 10a-5p

www.kramarjewelry.com
248-968-3010248-968-3010

WE BUY GOLDWE BUY GOLD

21925 Garrison St. •West Dearborn | WestbornAgency.com

Are You a Hospital Employee?
You now qualify for Meemic Insurance.

Save Big, up to 35% on
Auto & Home Insurance

Call Mariam, 313-914-3813

THIS SPACE IS

7635 Allen Rd., Allen Park
www.SayItWithFlowersUSA.com

(313) 383-5222

Say it with
Flowers

Your Full Service Florist
Parishioner

Serving the Parish with pride!
WEDDING & FUNERAL SPECIALIST

We bring neighbors together over great-tasting coffee & 
delicious baked goods. Stop by one of our many Dearborn 

locations or Order ahead using the Tim Hortons App!
timhortons.com

SENIOR DISCOUNT

PLUMBING
313-794-2609

Family Owned and 
Operated for Over 70 Years

DEARBORN - 23701 Ford Rd
(313) 278-5100

www.voranfuneralhome.com

Veronica’sVeronica’s  CateringCatering
(313) 999-0749(313) 999-0749

www.cateringV.comwww.cateringV.com
veronicascatering@yahoo.comveronicascatering@yahoo.com

Turf Doctor
Ask For Mike Bozzo 313-928-5514

Fertilizing - Aeration
Weed & Insect Control-Seed

Discounts to Parishioners
www.turfdoctor.biz

 FREE Estimate 


