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A Word from Holy Father Francis for Lent 2025 
 

Let us journey together in hope 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 We begin our annual pilgrimage of Lent in faith and hope with the penitential rite of the imposition of ashes. The Church, our mother 
and teacher, invites us to open our hearts to God’s grace, so that we can celebrate with great joy the paschal victory of Christ the Lord over sin 
and death, which led Saint Paul to exclaim: “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 
sting?” (1 Cor15:54-55). Indeed, Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is the heart of our faith and the pledge of our hope in the Father’s great prom-
ise, already fulfilled in his beloved Son: life eternal (cf.Jn10:28; 17:3).[1] 

 This Lent, as we share in the grace of the Jubilee Year, I would like to propose a few reflections on what it means tojourney together 
in hope, and on the summons to conversion that God in his mercy addresses to all of us, as individuals and as a community. 

 First of all,to journey. The Jubilee motto, “Pilgrims of Hope”, evokes the lengthy journey of the people of Israel to the Promised Land, 
as recounted in the Book of Exodus. This arduous path from slavery to freedom was willed and guided by the Lord, who loves his people and 
remains ever faithful to them. It is hard to think of the biblical exodus without also thinking of those of our brothers and sisters who in our own 
day are fleeing situations of misery and violence in search of a better life for themselves and their loved ones. A first call to conversion thus 
comes from the realization that all of us are pilgrims in this life; each of us is invited to stop and ask how our lives reflect this fact. Am I really 
on a journey, or am I standing still, not moving, either immobilized by fear and hopelessness or reluctant to move out of my comfort zone? Am I 
seeking ways to leave behind the occasions of sin and situations that degrade my dignity? It would be a good Lenten exercise for us to compare 
our daily life with that of some migrant or foreigner, to learn how to sympathize with their experiences and in this way discover what God is 
asking of us so that we can better advance on our journey to the house of the Father. This would be a good “examination of conscience” for all 
of us wayfarers. 

 Second, to journey together. The Church is called to walk together, to be synoda[2]Christians are called to walk at the side of others, 
and never as lone travelers. The Holy Spirit impels us not to remain self-absorbed, but to leave ourselves behind and keep walking towards God 
and our brothers and sisters.[3]Journeying together means consolidating the unity grounded in our common dignity as children of God 
(cf.Gal3:26-28). It means walking side-by-side, without shoving or stepping on others, without envy or hypocrisy, without letting anyone be left 
behind or excluded. Let us all walk in the same direction, tending towards the same goal, attentive to one another in love and patience. 

 This Lent, God is asking us to examine whether in our lives, in our families, in the places where we work and spend our time, we are 
capable of walking together with others, listening to them, resisting the temptation to become self-absorbed and to think only of our own needs. 
Let us ask ourselves in the presence of the Lord whether, as bishops, priests, consecrated persons and laity in the service of the Kingdom of God, 
we cooperate with others. Whether we show ourselves welcoming, with concrete gestures, to those both near and far. Whether we make others 
feel a part of the community or keep them at a distance.[4]This, then, is a second call to conversion: a summons to synodality. 

 Third, let us journey together in hope, for we have been given a promise. Maythe hope that does not disappoint(cf.Rom5:5), the central 
message of the Jubilee,[5]be the focus of our Lenten journey towards the victory of Easter. As Pope Benedict XVI taught us in the EncyclicalSpe 
Salvi, “the human being needs unconditional love. He needs the certainty which makes him say: ‘neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi-
palities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord’ (Rom8:38-39)”.[6]Christ, my hope, has risen![7]He lives and reigns in glory. Death has been trans-
formed into triumph, and the faith and great hope of Christians rests in this: the resurrection of Christ! 

 This, then, is the third call to conversion: a call to hope, to trust in God and his great promise of eternal life. Let us ask ourselves: Am I 
convinced that the Lord forgives my sins? Or do I act as if I can save myself? Do I long for salvation and call upon God’s help to attain it? Do I 
concretely experience the hope that enables me to interpret the events of history and inspires in me a commitment to justice and fraternity, to 
care for our common home and in such a way that no one feels excluded? 

 Sisters and brothers, thanks to God’s love in Jesus Christ, we are sustained in the hope that does not disappoint (cf.Rom5:5). Hope is 
the “sure and steadfast anchor of the soul”.[8]It moves the Church to pray for “everyone to be saved” (1 Tim2:4) and to look forward to her being 
united with Christ, her bridegroom, in the glory of heaven. This was the prayer of Saint Teresa of Avila: “Hope, O my soul, hope. You know 
neither the day nor the hour. Watch carefully, for everything passes quickly, even though your impatience makes doubtful what is certain, and 
turns a very short time into a long one” (The Exclamations of the Soul to God, 15:3).[9] 

 May the Virgin Mary, Mother of Hope, intercede for us and accompany us on our Lenten journey. 

 Rome, Saint John Lateran, 6 February 2025Memorial of St Paul Miki and Companions, martyrs. 

FRANCIS 
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PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
Austin Schultz, 2nd Lt., Captain Colleen McIntyre Osborne, Captain 
Andrew O’Grady, Staff Sgt. Kyle J. Mullen, Major Matthew Miller, 1st 
Lt. Ryan A. Schieber, Major Christopher Smith, Ensign Justin Price 
USN, Sgt. Michael Hiltwine, Captain Sean Milde, Daniel R. Plefka, 

USAF, Cpl. Matthew S. Leonardo, Lt. Christopher M. Boss, Capt. Thomas Nell, 
USMC, Eric Burns, Anthony Szczurek, Tania Szczurek, Matthew Trimborn, Major 
Gabriel J. Zinni, Ryan Greene, Michael McDonald, Col. John Sullivan, Lt. Com-
mander Thomas Luft, Lt. James D. Voter, USN, Commander J. Milo Sewards, 
USN, Captain Andrew O’Grady, USA, Harry Kilpatrick, IV, USMC, Pvt. Joseph T. 
Donohue, USA, 1st Lt. Jeffrey Mann, 1st Lt. Stephen Geiss, Mark Elsetinow A1C, 
Capt. Matthew Shirey, USMC, Joseph Peter Wright 2nd Lt., Stephanie Ierardi 1st 
Lt.  
Together as a parish we pray for their safety. 
Contact John Cavanaugh if you would like to add a name or for more information at 

jjcav@comcast.net or 215-317-8310. 

Deceased Relatives & Friends 

Dolores Mullen, Charles Massaro, Joe Randazzo,  

Nicolina Isabella DeVito, Mary Louise Stone, Coleen Kelly,  

Shirley Hickey, Philip Ferrino, Elizabeth Noll, & Margaret McErlean 

Sick Relatives, Friends and the Homebound 

Gerald Taddei 
 
Mary Francis Glauber 
 
Tyler Dunham 
 
Robert Perl 
 
Jimmy Cowman 
 
Erin Gerst 
 
Patrick Murphy 
 
Grace Marcozzi 
 
Dwight Teasdale 
 
Michael Leddy 
 
Brian Egan 
 
Regina Donnelly 
 
Aneyamma Job 
 
Journey Riling 
 
Susan Collins 
 
Peg Rush 
 
John Diamond 
 
Susan Serianni 
 
Kate Tornetta 

Robert Flanagan 
 
Morgan McDonald 
 
Liz Reusche 
 
Neil McGeehan 
 
Jeff Moyer 
 
Lucas Towers 
 
Gina Hinkle 
 
Michael Sweeney 
 
Martha Shershin 
 
Kristine Popp 
 
Michael O’Shea 
 
Mike O’Malley 
 
Bill Siddall 
 
Lily Tomlinson 
 
Giuseppe Iacovelli 
 
William Sewell 
 
Drew Crawford 
 
Wayne Triantos 
 
Patrick Smith 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
Saturday, March 1st: 
9:00 AM: Irma Joan MacKenzie— 
        Mary & George Romanzo 
5:00 PM: The People of the Parish 
    
Sunday, March 2nd: 
8:00 AM: Joe Gable’s Children  
        & Grandchildren— 
        Joe Gable 
10:15 AM: William Selgrath— 
          The Selgrath Family 
12:00 PM: Veronica & George Noll— 
          The Murphy Family 
 
Tuesday, March 4th:  
9:00 AM: Barbara Cavanaugh— 
        The Cavanaugh Family 
                 
Wednesday, March 5th:  
9:00 AM: The People of the Parish 
12:00 PM: Celebrant’s Intentions 
7:00 PM: Celebrant’s Intentions 
 
Thursday, March 6th:  
9:00 AM: Marie Grizzard— 
        George & Carol Longo 
 
Friday, March 7th: 
9:00 AM: Bridget Tarsi— 
        The Marzullo Family 
        
Saturday, March 8th: 
9:00 AM: Helen Martosella— 
        Mary & George Romanzo 
5:00 PM: Edith Ledger Everett— 
       Kathleen Hunter 
    
Sunday, March 9th: 
8:00 AM: The People of the Parish 
10:15 AM: Nancy Mazzilli— 
          Liz Selgrath 
12:00 PM: Richard Mooney— 
          The Egan & Papay Families 

The Sanctuary Light Burns 
 in Memory of  
John Bush Sr. 

from Mike & Betty Locco 

The Bread & Wine are Offered  
in Memory of  
Gavin Hyer 

from The Hyer Family 
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Next Sunday’s Celebrants 

March 8th & March 9th 
 

  
  
          5:00 PM:            Father Andrew Heiman 
          8:00 AM:            Monsignor Brian Hennessy 
          10:15 AM:          Monsignor Brian Hennessy 
          12:00 PM:          Monsignor Brian Hennessy 

 
Celebrants subject to change 

Saint Alphonsus Book Club 
Please join us on Monday, March 31st 
as we discuss The Death of Bees by 
Lisa O’Connell. Set in Glasgow, this 
novel follows Marnie and Nelly, two 
sisters as they navigate their lives – 
and complicated secrets – without 
their parents. Our meeting starts 
promptly at 7:00 pm, but all are wel-
come to arrive at 6:45 for a quick chat 
before we begin our discussion.  
Come armed with questions and com-
ments. Need to know more? Contact Joan Wolff at 
joanvwolff@gmail.com. Until then, happy reading! 

Liturgy of the Hours 
Join Monsignor Hennessy for a conversation on the Lit-
urgy of the Hours, the daily prayer of the Church, which 
allows us to make holy our day and to pray without ceas-
ing. We will learn about the different hours of prayer and 
how we can pray these collections of the Psalms, Sacred 
Scriptures and writings of the Church and Saints. 
Whether by using the official books or an app on your 
phone or tablet, everyone can join in this prayer and give 
a new rhythm to their day, even by praying just one of 
the hours. There is only one session left available on-
Thursday, March 6th from 6:30pm to 7:30pm. 

Lenten Resource Table 
Visit our Lenten Resource Table in the Narthex the 
weekend of March 1st and 2nd. There you can find many 
materials to journey through Lent with, including Little 
Black Books - 6 Minute Meditations; Little Purple 
Books for Children; Walking in His Ways - Family 
Devotions for Lent; Daily Lent Calendar for Kids; The 
Word Among us Daily Lenten Meditations; Bishop 
Barron's Lenten Gospel Reflections; and The Magnif-
icat Lenten Companion. 

Saint Alphonsus CYO 
Spring registration is now open for the following sports: 

-Track & Field offered from K - 8th 
-Baseball offered for Boys from 5th - 8th 
-Softball offered for Girls from 4th - 8th 

-Flag Football offered for Girls from 4th - 8th 
-Co-Ed High School Volleyball offered from 9th - 12th 

 
To register, visit the Gator’s new website  

gatorscyo.teamsnapsites.com or scan the QR code. 

There will be no Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament or 
Benediction on Ash Wednesday, March 5th. 

Ash Wednesday Palms 
Baskets are available for 
palms in both the Narthex 
and Chapel entrances. 
Please place your old 
palms in them to be 
burned. 
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Spring Pre-Cana 
Our Spring session is scheduled for Fri-
day (April 11th) evening and Saturday 
(12th). Friday evening is an informal 
hour to get to know the married and 
soon-to-be married couples participating 
and typically lasts from 7:00 PM - 8:30 
PM.. Saturday's session is from 8:00 AM 
- 2:00 PM and includes discussions and 
interactive sessions to help engaged couples with a 

deeper understanding of marriage and each other. Visit 
www.stalphonsusparish.org/pre-cana or use the QR 
code to register! 

Learn About Luke: 
The Story of Salvation Fulfilled  

In the next few weeks the Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
Group will begin the Ascension Press 8-Part series on 
St. Luke. Presenter Jeff Cavins and Jeffrey Morrow tell 
us that “Luke: the Story of Salvation Fulfilled” explores 
the life and teachings of Jesus Christ as told by St. Luke 
the Evangelist. Luke’s narrative shows us how Jesus 
fulfills the Old Testament prophesies and everything the 
Scriptures foretold about the coming Messiah. As you 
journey through Luke’s account, you will encounter Je-
sus in a new way and discover how his teachings fit into 
your life today. We meet every Tuesday at 7:30 AM in 
the St. Alphonsus narthex meeting room and on Zoom. 
For more information contact the parish office at 215-
646-4600 or email rectory@stalphonsusparish.org.     

17th Annual Man Up Philly Men's  
Spirituality Conference 
Saturday, March 8, 2025 

The men of our parish are invited 
to join Catholic men from through-
out the Archdiocese for 
the 17th Annual Man Up Philly 
Men's Conference on March 
8th at Cardinal O'Hara HS. 
Speakers include Ward FitzGer-
ald, CNBC Contributor and Papal 
Knight, Eddie Morris, creator 
Team Hope, Msgr. Federico Britto, Pastor of St Cyp-
rian Parish and our keynote speaker, Brian Daw-
kins, Pro Football HOF safety. Back by popular de-
mand, Mark Forrest, internationally recognized Irish 
tenor, who will lead our Eucharistic Adora-
tion. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be availa-
ble, and the Conference will conclude 
with Mass celebrated by our archbishop, Most Rever-
end Archbishop Nelson Perez. For more information 
and to register visit www.manupphilly.com. 

Support Beauty and the Beast JR.  
at Our Lady of Mercy – Become a Sponsor! 

Rehearsals are in full swing at 
OLM, and we couldn’t be more 
excited to bring Beauty and the 
Beast JR. to the stage in May 
2025! A huge thank you to eve-
ryone for your incredible sup-
port so far – especially the par-
ents of our more than 160 stu-
dent cast members – it truly 
means the world to us. There 
are so many ways to help 
make this production a suc-

cess, and we’d love to have you in-
volved in any way you can! 
 
We’re currently seeking families and 
local businesses to help sponsor 
Beauty and the Beast JR. Sponsor-
ship is a wonderful way to support 
the musical while enjoying great 
perks in return. If you're interested in 
learning more, please scan the QR 
code to view our sponsorship form and explore the differ-
ent levels and benefits. 
 
We’d be thrilled to have you as a partner in making this 
show unforgettable! 

HTN Spring Furniture Collection 
Saint Alphonsus HTN (Helping Thy Neighbor) 
Ministry is now collecting furniture for needy 
families through May for their Spring session. 
Furniture especially needed: bedroom dress-
ers, chest, end tables, kitchen and dining 

room tables and chairs; living room chairs, loveseats 
and small sofas; end tables and coffee tables.  Please 
contact Helping the Needy: phone 215-346-6416 or 
email to htnministry@gmail.com if you have any items 
you would like to donate. Someone will return your call/
email and arrange pick up of your items. Thank you for 
your support. 

http://www.manupphilly.com
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 Our Lady of Mercy Regional Catholic School  
29 Conwell Drive, Maple Glen  

215-646-0150 
 

OLM Happenings 
 

 Camp Mercy Registration Now Open  
Camp Date: June 16

th
 through August 15

th
 

Ages: Kindergarten – 8
th

 Grade 
Camp Mercy is a fun-filled camp experi-
ence. Campers will enjoy a weekly pool 
trip, visitors and field trips. In addition to 
games, character building and service. 
For more information contact Camp Di-
rector, Monica Harris, at 
camp@olmrcs.com.  

 
Scan the QR code for  
more information.  

 
 

 
Run for Mercy Registration Now Open 

Weekly Remembrances 
In addition to our Mass Cards, weekly memorials for 
the Sanctuary Light and Bread and Wine can be of-
fered at Mass. The donation is $30. Your loved one’s 
name will be mentioned in our weekly bulletin and 
announced at Mass. A remembrance card will be 
available. Please visit the rectory office if interested. 

If you find a book that your child enjoys, you can either 
order a copy for home or donate the cost to replace it. 
Donations can be placed in the wooden box in the Kids 
Corner. Alternatively, you can borrow a book using our 
library system (use the QR code or visit our website), 
and simply return it when you're finished. Thank you for 
supporting our Kid’s Corner! 
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CARPETING
HARDWOOD
LAMINATES

180 S. MAIN ST., AMBLER
(215) 793-9000

www.dagostinocarpets.com

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

215-639-8500
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

$350Off 
Any New Stairlift With This Ad

• FREE in home evaluations
• Family owned & operated for more than 20 years

1.888.900.8883
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

Step-By-Step
Home ImprovementsHome Improvements

Kitchens ~ Baths ~ Basements
Floors ~ Decks ~ Additions ~ Carpentry
www.sbshome1.comwww.sbshome1.com  215-740-0884  215-740-0884

Free Esimates • Fully Insured
Gary Cuff, ParishionerGary Cuff, Parishioner

General Family Dentistry
215-646-2020                     jleedental.com

Roofi ng Repair & Maintenance
New Installations | Residential/Commercial

GUTTERS, SIDING, WINDOWS, SKYLIGHTS
267-243-8039

www.AlsRoofing.org

Al’s Group Roofi ng

Family Owned • Private Crematory • Pre-Planning • Burial
William L. Ciavarelli, FDWilliam L. Ciavarelli, FD

Supervisor
William E. Ciavarelli, FDWilliam E. Ciavarelli, FD

951 E. Butler Pike Ambler, PA       215-646-1155
www.ciavarellifuneralhomes.com

Christopher J. Ciavarelli, FDChristopher J. Ciavarelli, FD
Andrea M. Ciavarelli Scotti, FDAndrea M. Ciavarelli Scotti, FD

Comfort, Value, Convenience

RaiseI

elevaTEI

T H E  B A R

Y O U R  B E A U T Y

OUR SERVICES
Personal Training

Nutrition & Diet Solutions

Full Service Beauty Salon

Custom Spray Tanning

Waxing

AND MUCH MORE!

ENJOY A 3 MONTH 
FITNESS MEMBERSHIP 
FOR THE PRICE OF 2!*

(Save up to $150)

FIRST TIME CLIENTS 
UP TO 25% OFF ANY 

SALON SERVICE!*
(Prices may vary upon consultation)

3342 Limeklin Pk., Chalfont, PA 18914
267.308.8978

www.divergentfitspa.com

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

         

rethink
rebuild
rejoice

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

Get your ducks in a row.
We’ll guide you through the steps of preparing your fi nal wishes, 
options for placement of your remains, funeral personalization, 
and addressing the fi nancial options of fi nal expenses.

Join Us...for our Pre-Planning Seminarss

PHILADELPHIA •• BUCKS •• MONTCO •• DELAWARE •• CHESTER

Call Us For More Info About 
Upcoming Dates & Locations!

844-451-9614
www.PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com

CONTACT ME
Karen Kovacs

kkovacs@jppc.net
(267) 225-6487

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

215-657-7440
Since 1997

S  FS  F

   HOME IMPROVEMENT
  REMODELING / ADDITIONS

 FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
SNOW REMOVAL, GENERAL CONTRACTOR

in remembrance of

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

SAMI

ASK
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McPeake
ROOFING, SIDING, GUTTERS

REPAIR & MAINTENANCE EXPERTS
GUTTER CLEANING • POWER WASHING

215-643-0900
Parishioner             Licensed & Insured

215-657-3666
www.SamsItalianMarket.netCatering to Go!

3504 Moreland Road, Willow Grove, PA 19090

. Homemade Sauces, Pastas, and Entrees

. Handcraft ed Bread, Rolls, Sheet Cakes & Pastries Baked Daily

. Fresh Butchered Meats, Sausage, & Imported Specialty Items

215
www.SamsItalianCater

... Homemade Sauces, Pastas, and Entrees

Alvin Clay Financial Advisors LLC
309 York Road, Suite 215, Jenkintown, PA 19046

Time to Reevaluate Your Financial Future?

Our reputa  on for Integrity, Exper  se, and Wisdom benefi ts every client we serve.  
Our clients trust us to create and implement a plan that is right for them.

Contact us for a Complimentary Consultation!

Deacon Alvin Clay

267.626.2382 / info@alvinclay.com / www.alvinclay.com

Dreshertown Plaza
267-470-4771

www.LesterMartinJewelers.com

1405 N. Limekiln Pike | Dresher, PA
215-591-4000

www.Brandycare.com

An Ambler Tradition Since 1950
View our website and online menu!
• STEAKS • MILKSHAKES •
• HOAGIES • ITALIAN MARKET •

901 E. Butler Pk., Ambler, PA
215-646-6173

A
V
•
•

9
2

AUTO TAGS
NELSON & CAMPBELL
Instant Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, ATV, Trailers Title 

Transfers & Registrations Notary Svc. & More
909 Bethlehem Pk.     215-542-9501
www.NelsonAndCampbellAutoTags.com

Kate’s Corner
Garden Supplies

(215) 641-1494
1323 Fort Washington Avenue
Poinsettias, Grave Blankets, 

Wreathes, Garland, Christmas Trees

www.DesignerOfSmiles.com

Expert Solutions... 
 Quality Results.

HEATING |  AIR CONDITIONING
PLUMBING |  FIRE PROTECTION

(267) 405-4793
24 HR. EMERGENCY SVC.     www.GMCooper.com

Main St. & Elm Ave., North Wales, PA 19454 • 215-699-3442
Timothy P. McLoone, Supervisor • Christine May Raff erty, Director

Easton Rd. & Keswick Ave., Glenside, PA 19038 • 215-884-8410
Laura May Haggerty, Supervisor • Harry M. May, Director

A Family Tradition of Care ~ Pre-Need Services Available
www.mayfuneralhome.com

Michael C. Revak
Semi-Retired

Licensed • Insured

267-918-9422
309 Park Road

Ambler

Electrician &
Carpentry

Parish 
Members

Helping families 
to honor a life 

lived well.
215-646-8556

Peter “Skip” Urban, Supervisor
Dolores Loft us Urban, VP

Peter A. Urban, Jr. FD
Preplanning

Burial

Cremation

1111 South Bethlehem Pike
Ambler, PA 19002 www.UrbanFuneralHome.com

Bowen & Burns
Attorneys At Law

1126 Horsham Rd., Ste. 100
 Ambler, PA 19002

215-704-4512
Wills • Estates • Business • Real Estate

 Accidents • Elder Law Planning

2220 Moreland Rd
Abington PA 19001
215-460-9896

mldpaint@verizon.net

Professional garage door repairs & replacement.

(267) 820-8177                    proliftdoors.com

VISIT 
THE MOUNT

Learn more at 
MSJACAD.ORG

Apply Now 
or Schedule a Visit!

Make On Call 
Your Next Call

215-542-2176
www.oncallcontractingllc.com
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