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Love God « Love Others - Make Disciples

August 17, 2025
The Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

[ HAVE COME TO SET
THE EARTH ON FIRE.

LUKE 12:49




A Word From Michele Gordon,
Director of Religious Education

“I think this is truly the most wonderful experience we can have: to belong to a people walking, journeying through his-
tory together with our Lord, who walks among us! We are not alone,; we do not walk alone. We are part of the one flock
of Christ that walks together.” ~ Pope Francis

Dear Parishioners,

As the days of summer fly by and our thoughts turn to fall routines, it signals time to begin our religious educa-
tion programs for our young families.

Beginning in September we offer wonderful opportunities to walk with our children on their journey towards a
deeper and meaningful relationship with Jesus. And, if you are a returning PREP family or new to our program, it’s also
time to register for classes. All information can be found on our parish website under Faith Formation.

Below are the three programs we have for our pre-school aged children. Registration is required for Shining Stars
and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd at no cost:

Shining Stars—A faith-filled class based on Sunday’s Gospel. Children learn to pray and understand how much
God loves them! Shining Stars takes place during the entirety of the 10:15AM Mass on Sundays. For kids rang-
ing from 3-6 years old.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word—Children are gathered during part of the 10:15AM Mass to hear God’s word and
understand it based on their age level. For kids ranging from 3-7 years old.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd—This Montessori based program seeks to create and facilitate a sacred, “hands-
on” space for children called an atrium, in which both the children and their catechists can hear, ponder, and cel-
ebrate the most essential mysteries of the Catholic faith as revealed in the Scriptures and the Liturgy. Takes
place in the Parish Hall from 9-10:05AM for children aged 3-6 years old.

For children in grades 1-6 we have our in-person PREP classes which take place either Sunday mornings from 9-
10:05AM or Tuesday afternoons from 4:35-5:40PM. We also offer our Whole Family Catechesis program designed to
have parents, our children’s primary catechists, teach the faith at home. Parents will meet 5 times this year to discuss the
faith and upcoming topics. Lessons are covered at home and children electronically send in their quizzes after each les-
son. Families will participate in the in-person faith events throughout the year. Here’s what two families recently said
about this program:

“The Whole Family Catechist Model (WFC) of PREP has been a blessing for our family. This model has al-
lowed us to complete PREP work and attend to our spiritual needs on our own schedule. With four young children at
home, we try to stick to a Sunday routine for our PREP time, but the beauty of this model is that if we need to move our
work time to a different day that week then it's totally up to us! The times when WFC parents come in for meetings and
when the family comes in for events have been a nice amount of involvement. So, while still fulfilling, this model has best
met our needs of flexibility.”

“Our family has loved our experience with the WFC program. The program gives us flexibility to teach our chil-
dren our Catholic beliefs and values throughout the week and allows us as parents to be fully involved in their faith for-
mation. The built-in parent meetings and activities at church for the whole family create opportunities to connect with
other families and build a sense of parish community. We are lucky to have access to this program and all that it of-

fers.”

Please read more about these opportunities on our parish website! Registration for Shining Stars and Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd will be opening soon. We welcome volunteers for our programs as well, so please let me know if
you are interested in helping. You can contact me at Mgordon@stalphonsusparish.org or 215-643-7938.

Blessings,
Michele Gordon

e
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The Sanctuary Light Burns

: ™ in Memory of
', Richard Smith

Lr—‘?-’ from Dave & Jennifer Duffy

The Bread & Wine are Offered
in Memory of
Bill Dougherty
from Jeanne Roman

Deceased Relatives & Friends

Denny Forsyth, Virginia Teitman, Dottie Stillitano,
Lily Tomlinson, George Maston,

April Chmielinski, Gulzar Sadique, & Regina Creedon

Sick Relatives, Friends and the Homebound
Mike O’Malley Grace Marcozzi
Lisa Zinman Dwight Teasdale
Mary Dawson Michael Leddy
David Kopp Brian Egan
Donna lacona Regina Donnelly
Arthur Huie Aneyamma Job

Gerry Salanik Journey Riling

Patrick Smith Susan Collins
Jonathon Deck Peg Rush
Bill Siddall John Diamond

David Kistner Susan Serianni

Bruce Miller Kate Tornetta
Jen Coleman Robert Flanagan
Gerald Taddei Morgan McDonald
Mary Francis Glauber Liz Reusche

Tyler Dunham Neil McGeehan

Jimmy Cowman Jeff Moyer
Erin Gerst Lucas Towers
Patrick Murphy Gina Hinkle

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
Austin Schultz, 2nd Lt., Captain Colleen McIntyre Osborne, Captain

Mass Intentions for the Week

Saturday, August 16th:
9:00 AM: Jerry Griffin—

Rudy & Marion Harrer
5:00 PM: People of the Parish

Sunday, August 17th:

8:00 AM: Kathleen O’Donnell—
Her Sister, Maris Evoy

10:15 AM: Mary Ann Werner—
Joseph Werner

12:00 PM: Luke, Bridget, Thomas,
& Kristy O’Malley—
Mike & Sallyann O’Malley

Tuesday, August 19th:
9:00 AM: Jane Marie O’Malley—
Jim O’Malley

Wednesday, Auqust 20th:
9:00 AM: Joan Schimony—
Eileen & Frank Yurick

Thursday, Auqust 21st:
9:00 AM: Marsella Zeoli—
Peter & Doreen McNutt

Friday, Auqust 22nd:
9:00 AM: Jerry McDonald—
Nancy McDonald & Family

Saturday, August 23rd:

9:00 AM: Brendan Fitzpatrick—
Mary Ann & Ed Fitzpatrick

5:00 PM: Lauren & Jeremy Jones—
The Doberstein Family

Sunday, Auqust 24th:

8:00 AM: People of the Parish—
10:15 AM: Danny Bennis—

The Bennis Family
12:00 PM: Jack Kennedy—

The Kennedy Family

Andrew O’Grady, Sgt. First Class Kyle J. Mullen, Major Matthew Miller,
1st Lt. Ryan A. Schieber, Major Christopher Smith, Ensign Justin Price
USN, Sgt. Michael Hiltwine, Captain Sean Milde, Daniel R. Plefka,
USAF, Cpl. Matthew S. Leonardo, Lt. Christopher M. Boss, Capt. Thomas Nell,
USMC, Eric Burns, Anthony Szczurek, Tania Szczurek, Matthew Trimborn, Major
Gabriel J. Zinni, Ryan Greene, Michael McDonald, Col. John Sullivan, Lt. Com-
mander Thomas Luft, Lt. James D. Voter, USN, Commander J. Milo Sewards,
USN, Captain Andrew O’Grady, USA, Harry Kilpatrick, IV, USMC, Pvt. Joseph T.

Donohue, USA, 1st Lt. Jeffrey Mann, 1st Lt. Stephen Geiss, Mark Elsetinow A1C,

Capt. Matthew Shirey, USMC, Joseph Peter Wright 1st Lt. Army Ranger,

Stephanie lerardi 1st Lt., Jake R. Dianno, Lt. USN

Together as a parish we pray for their safety.

Contact John Cavanaugh if you would like to add a name or for more information at
jicav@comcast.net or 215-317-8310.
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August 23rd & 24th

5:00 PM: Monsignor Michael T. McCulken
8:00 AM: Monsignor Michael T. McCulken
10:15 AM: Monsignor Michael T. McCulken
12:00 PM: Monsignor Michael T. McCulken

Celebrants subject to change

Stewardship Report

For the Week Ending: 7/5/2025 7/6/2024
Sunday Collection $14,172 $9,995
ACH & Parish Giving

(net of fees) 27,564 12,535
Total Weekly Collections $41,736 $22,530
Fiscal YTD Collections $27,564 $22,530

Red Cross Blood Drive
There is still time to register!

Parishioners at Saint Alphonsus Parish are invited to
take part in our Blood Drive on Au-
gust 21st and donate blood for
hospital patients in our neighbor-
hoods and across the nation! The
need for blood is constant, but only
3 percent of the U.S. population
donates. By rolling up a sleeve,

donors can play a critical role in the
treatment of accident and burn vic-
tims, heart surgery and organ
transplant patients, and those re-
ceiving treatment for leukemia, cancer, or sickle cell dis-
ease. If you're interested in donating to this crucial
cause, scan the QR code of visit our website to sched-
ule a donation time!

b ’
-

SAINT ALPHONSUS PARISH

BLOOD DRIVE N

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21ST IN THE PARISH CENTER

USE THE QR CODE OR VISIT
WWW.STALPHONSUSPARISH.ORG
TO REGISTER

g’@\ Page 4
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College Social
All college-age parishioners are invited to an evening at
the rectory on Thursday, August 21st, at 7:00 PM.
There’'ll be food, good conversation, and a chance to
discuss how to stay connected and support one another,
whether you're away at school or back home for a visit.

If able to come, please email Monsignor Hennessy at
pastor@stalphonsusparish.org to help with prepara-
tions. Even if you can’t make it, feel free to reach out and
stay in the loop. And if it turns out you can join last-
minute, no worries, just come by!

A special invite goes out to incoming college freshmen.
Thanks to the generosity of Word on Fire, a ministry
founded by Bishop Robert Barron, each freshman will
receive a gift collection of the Four Gospels that evening.
If you can’t attend on August 21st, pick up your copy
in the narthex meeting room this weekend and sign
the list to confirm you received it.

O

All college-age parishioners are encouraged to join us
for a night of food & conversation on 8/21 at 7:00 PM.

Please email Monsignor Hennessy at

pastor@stalphonsusparish.org if you are able to attend!

Help Us Renew Our Respect Life Ministry!
We're relaunching our parish Respect
RESPECT Life group and invite you to be part of
LIFE it! Please contact Lisa Rodgers at
Ministry Lrodgers@stalphonsusparish.org
or 215.646.4600 to join!

Saint Alphonsus

PAR/SH
Z{#/(%4

" Save the Date!
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H.O.P.E.

A Division of the
Health & Wellness Ministry

We are currently accepting referrals to provide support to
parishioners of St. Alphonsus Parish or anyone living in
the geographical boundaries of our church.

Do you know of someone who could benefit from some
support such as:

e Avisitin the home for company

e An emergency meal

e Aride to an appointment, grocery store or Mass

e Someone to do grocery shopping if homebound

That’s where the H.O.P. E. Ministry can help.

To make a referral or if you want to become a volunteer:

e Call the Parish office at 215-646-4600 between
9:00am and 5:00pm.

e Complete the form attached to the H.O.P.E. bro-
chure, which can be found in the Narthex, and drop
it off at the Parish office.

For more information on the Health & Wellness Ministry
visit www.stalphonsusparish.org/health-wellness

The 2025 Cardinals’ Forum
Please join our friends at Saint Charles Borromeo Semi-
nary on Tuesday, August 26 at 7:00 PM for the 2025
Cardinals’ Forum through the John Cardinal Foley Chair
of Social Communications! This year’s theme, “Unity in
the Church,” brings together a panel of thoughtful voices
for an evening of meaningful dialogue. We will hear from
Brendan Towell of the National Catholic Register, Dr.
John Haas, the Cardinal Krol Chair of Moral Theology,
and Dr. Nathan Knutson, the Lucille M. Francesco Chair
of Sacred Music.

Saint Charles | 4 Borromeo Seminary

Caring for Friends Frozen Meals
Caring for Friends needs your help! These
frozen meals are enjoyed by our elderly
and homebound year-round. Please con-
sider providing both meat and meat-free
meals to our CFF Freezer in the Narthex Carin
kitchen closet. Trays are available inthe  sFriends-
Narthex. For any questions contact
Dolores at 215-646-5325.
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Growing Together in Faith

Discover Your Next Favorite Catholic Website!
Our parish website now has a brand-
new page filled with trusted Catholic
links for every interest including faith
basics, apologetics, family life, educa-
tion, and Pro-Life resources. One click
could inspire your heart, deepen your
faith, and connect you with the wider
Church. Visit and explore today!

Arise: Summer Nights at Malvern
On August 27th at 5:00PM, Malvern Retreat House is
proud to partner with OMY to host a summer evening
experience of prayer, praise, adoration, and encounter
for youth and families. To RSVP, email
kmoutler@malvernretreat.com. Please let us know
how many will be attending as well as your school/
parish. Visit phillyomy.org for more information.

ARISE

S’a/fwwzgﬂ/ Za’/

Molvern

F.L.A.M.E.

Faith - Liturgy - Apostolate - Ministry - Eucharist
Looking for fellowship, deeper spirituality, formation and
participation in works of service? Consider helping to
launch F.L.A.M.E., a newly-forming group for Catholics
in their 40’s & 50’s! The goal is to support one another in
following Jesus Christ by our words, thoughts and
deeds. For information about events or to express your
interest in being part of the Core Team, contact Nancy
at kindledflame@yahoo.com.

WA V NEW MINISTRY FOR

ﬁ &') CATHOLICS IN THEIR
1 40's & 50's:
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https://www.facebook.com/foleychair?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVLNjRgbN_H-kZcHDGbom40MB3EykVXbRw_zZLlrmDsBquPIzFSyv3nE5UOlnaQMcQpSnRkqO0wXOMItLtX0OTjhnIS19tGfXD_QWsg8TxQbpF80Xgnh6oSO_ztKp5rjCW0YNtsMcwq0ilZxUYk8vqw7fk3Y0sGp6Pyb2YC1ffv2rK_4DHPibouVtIDaH80BQhfVTZmqbrqxRCG

OUR LADY OF MERCY

Regional Catholic School

Our Lady of Mercy Regional Catholic School
29 Conwell Drive, Maple Glen
215-646-0150

OLM Happenings

Save the DATE: OLM Golf Classic
It's Time to Tee it Up for the Kids!
Date: Monday, September 29, 2025
Place: Blue Bell Country Club
Time: 12:30PM Shotgun start
How can you get involved? Golf with us as a single or a
foursome, consider a sponsorship, donate a raffle item
or volunteer the day of the event. To register visit:
tinyurl.com/olmgolf2025 or scan the QR code. Contact
Julie Bebey at jbebey@olmrcs.com
for more information.

Did You Know You Can Redirect

Your PA Taxes to OLM?
Learn more about EITC program and how your PA Tax
Dollars can be redirected to OLM students
% | to provide need-based tuition assistance to
¥l OLM. Scan to sign up for the information-
al webinar. Webinar Dates are as follow:
1¥| -Wed., Sept. 3rd at 1:00 PM
= -Tues., Sept 16th at 10:00 AM
-Thurs., Oct. 2nd at 9:00 AM
-Mon., Oct. 20th at 3:00 PM

ple® D A ADD =, -
DPOR () A D

If you owe more than $1,000 in
yearly PA personal income

3 tax, the procsss of supporting

14 . CLM Students is easier

than you may think through

EITC and OSTC programs
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ANNUAL GIVING
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The Weekly Youth Resources link, avail-
able in the newsletter and on our website,
offers a variety of helpful materials for chil-
dren and families. These resources are
designed to support faith formation,
strengthen family connections, and en-
courage meaningful engagement through-
out the week. Take a moment to explore what'’s available!

The United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops and the Archdiocese of Philadelph- E
ia are overjoyed to host Empowering the
Gen Now: A Regional Conference on En-
gaging Young People Today on October 24
-25 at Cardinal O’'Hara High School! This
conference is open to all ministry leaders
who work with or would like to learn how to engage youth
and young adults. Our call to equip young people is ur-
gent! Learn more and register by scanning the QR code!

.
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Registration is now open!
For new families, visit our PREP webpage for v
new family registration instructions.

Current PREP families received an email from
Parish Giving with registration instructions.

mgordon@stalphonsusparish.org

stalphonsusparish.org/PREP

Weekly Youth Resources

children’s Resourceg \

Updated every week!

Empowering Gen Now Conference

EMPOWERING G

October 24 &
October 25, 2025

At Cardinal O*Hara
1701 Sproul Rd. Sprin,

NO

Bulletin notices are due no later than Monday noon to rectory@stalphonsusparish.org



Step-By-Step
Home Improvements

Kitchens ~ Baths ~
Floors ~ Decks ~ Additions ~ Carpentry

, ,Al's Group Roofing
‘4

INSTALLATION & REPAIR

Y

Roofing Repair & Maintenance Basements

New Installations | Residential/Commercial
GUTTERS, SIDING, WINDOWS, SKYLIGHTS
267-243-8039

www.AlsRoofing.org

www.sbshomer.com 215-740-0884
Free Esimates * Fully Insured
Gary Cuff, Parishioner

+ JLEE Dental ®

General Family Dentistry
215-646-2020 jleedental.com

RAISE el

Personal Training
THE BAR

ELEVATE

YOUR BEAUTY

Full Service Beauty Salon
Custom Spray Tanning
Waxing
AND MUCH MORE!

| AVARELLI

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATORY INC

COMFORT, VALUE, CONVENIENCE
Family Owned ¢ Private Crematory ¢ Pre-Planning * Burial

William L. Ciavarelli, FD
Supervisor
William E. Ciavarelli, FD

951 E. Butler Pike Ambler, PA
www.ciavarellifuneralhomes.com

CARPETING

HARDWOOD

LAMINATES
180 S. MAIN ST, AMBLER

(215) 793-9000

www.dagostinocarpets.com

% DELBAR

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Christopher J. Ciavarelli, FD
Andrea M. Ciavarelli Scotti, FD

215-646-1155 Sales « Service « Installation

Residential & Commercial

ENJOY A 3 MONTH
FITNESS MEMBERSHIP
FOR THE PRICE OF 2!*

(Save up to $150)

FIRST TIME CLIENTS
UP TO 25% OFF ANY
SALON SERVICE!*

(Prices may vary upon consultation)

: 3342 Limeklin Pk., Chalfont, PA 18914
/ 267.308.8978
www.divergentfitspa.com

Family Owned & Operated with
over 40 Years Experience

Welcome to Our Church!

24 Hour Service  pumaufeg mitsiss

215-884-7100
www.delbarhvac.com

Any New Stairlift With This Ad

+ FREE in home evaluations
« Family owned & operated for more than 20 years

1.888.900.8883

www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

tri-state e

STAIRL‘ FTS

+ American
X/ Red Cross

Sonwomnee&you.’

MALLORY’S
ARMY®

Fouwndation

United Together In The Fight
Against Bullying...
Don't Just Teach Kindness...
BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

It’s easy to join
our mailing list!

Just send your email address
by text message: Text
MALLORYSARMY to 22828
to get started.

i Message and data rates may apply.

Ask #WHATS
MYNAME

in remembrance of &mﬂémm

STOP | ASK

SAMI MATCH | INFORM

SPACE AVAILABLE

VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.
Doin (zoceay: redcross.org/Volunteer

INCREASE YOUR
VISIBILITY IN THE
COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Karen Kovacs

kkovacs@jppc.net
(267) 225-6487

RETHINK
EBUILD

QUQICE

communify can
overcome anything

FindingF ABER

SIONE IR

Since 1997
215-657-7440
Jason Stone, Owner

HOME IMPROVEMENT
REMODELING / ADDITIONS
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

081 St. Alphonsus (INSIDE)

SNOW REMOVAL, GENERAL CONTRACTOR

basement waterproofing

Itt Our 4th Decade of Quality Setvice
French Drains - Foundation Repair - Mold Remediation
All Work Guaranteed

215-639-8500

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 * www.jppc.net



Peter “Skip” Urban, Supervisor

(33 (it Dolores Loftus Urban, VP . o7 TON B
. Peter A. Urban, Jr. FD Help lngf amilies =
Preplanning to honor alife = I GJQ
Burial Parish lived well. — =5%=

NSNSl s e fa e

Members  215-646-8556 FUNERAL HOME. inc.

Cremation

1111 South Bethlehem Pike
Ambler, PA 19002 www.UrbanFuneralHome.com

215-657-3666
Room&mgbﬁms 6'_{3.[['2 MAR"N e www.SamsItalianSMailZet.net :_ ~ i

REPAIR & MAINTENANCE EXPERTS jewel ers C slglle
GUTTER CLEANING - POWER WASHING Dreshertown Plaza ) ale b
- 215-643-0900 267-470-4771 111
Parishioner Licensed & Insured | www.LesterMartinJewelers.com g to G
0!

—
S Make On Call B Italian Market & Bakery
* -—meeeesm. YOUr Next Call  Homemade Sauces, Pastas, and Entrees
e Handcrafted Bread, Rolls, Sheet Cakes & Pastries Baked Daily
0 N c ALL 215'542'2116 I ook Fresh Butchered Meats, Sausage, & Imported Specialty Items
CONTRACTING SERvices, Lec WWW.oncallcontractinglic.com 3504 Moreland Road, WlllOW Gl’OVC, PA 19090 s g e
Ce/eémﬂng ouwr 7 Bth Annivers

ary VETHLR-UIETEGTCE Bowen & Burns
An Ambler Tradition Since 1950 Aiss Basive f Attorneys At Law
+ STEAKS « MILKSHAKES [=] = =] e T " 1126 Horsham Rd., Ste. 100
ml,z ;;’, . . T ah.g NEw A © Ambler, PA 19002
N Bl s aandi il OPEN HOUSE (ISR yi Pl 215.704-4512

901E. Butler Pk, Ambler, PA |75 :

Mondays Wills « Estates ¢ Business ¢ Real Estate

DELI . ) :
215-646-6173 View our website and online menu! SEPT. 28 L? %1 ’1 éd éﬁ Accidents * Elder Law Planning
P A Mount Saint ' /d 0 TA

Joseph Academy |°c s ated in spring || NELOON & CAMPBELL

Instant Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, ATV, Trailers Title

Learn more at House &Hadeysvme Transfers & Registrations Notary Svc. & More
mm"caw arleeh p.com 909 Bethlehem Pk. 215-542-9501
D : MSJACAD.ORG  215-283-4488  |\WwwNelsonAndCampbellAutoTags.com
asion Rd. &iKe ..-A - ; ': A 9058 ::“ ‘;‘ : Expert Solutions...
L - Quality Results.
a o Ayve 0 P DA 0ARA .l 0 A/
0 P oone pe 0 e May Ratfe Directo ‘ oo er
; eralhome.co MECHANICAL ¥ SERVICES
- - STEVEN C BUNTING DDS
Professional garage door repairs & replacement.
g : g ' & HEATING / AIR CONDITIONING ADAM R STEFANOWICZ DMD
PLUMBING / FIRE PROTECTION Huntingdon Valley, PA

PROLIFT : W Aoy

GARAGE DOORS

(267) 820-8177 proliftdoors.com
Kty s Coven s e Time to Reevaluate Your Financial Future?
orVirtual s /- (Certified . .
s ean-a0a [ 5 & et | Contact us for a Complimentary Consultation!
1323 Fort Washington Avenue Workout d Parish Member
Mulch, Soil, Shrubs, Annuals,

Chnistine Bisker

Perennials and Trees PERSONAL TRAINING

Our reputation for Integrity, Expertise, and Wisdom henefits every client we serve.
Our clients trust us to create and implement a plan that is right for them,

_ & Alvin Clay Financial Advisors LLC

Concrete « Paving * Sealcoating § “==." 309 York Road, Suite 215, Jenkintown, PA 19046
215-699-8425 267.626.2382 / info@alvinclay.com / www.alvinclay.com
081 St. Alphonsus (BACK) John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 * www.jppc.net

Deacon Alvin Clay
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