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Striving for Holiness: Inspired by the Saints 

When Bishop Doherty rededicated our historic church, he said that we must always remember that we 

are surrounded by the Saints who have gone before us.  Generations of the faithful have been inspired to 

grow in holiness, the universal calling that we share (Cf. Matthew 5:48; 1 Peter 1:15), and have expressed 

their devotion to particular Saints.  From our patron, St. Charles Borromeo, to familiar saints like St. An-

thony of Padua (what did you say you lost?), to less common saints like St. Columbkille, parishioners and 

visitors have looked upon the statues and stained glass windows in our church with reverence and grati-

tude for the holy men and women who demonstrate what it means to live as Disciples of Christ. 

Throughout Lent my hope is that parishioners and visitors will also be inspired by the lives of St. Pere-

grine and St. Therese of Lisieux, whose statues were recently donated and placed in the niches of our 

side altars (beneath Mary & Joseph respectively).  Even more importantly than the physical work that has 

been completed on restoring our church, we must always continue the spiritual work that will only be 

completed in heaven.  At times becoming a “saint” seems to be an impossible task, as I’m sure many of 

us simply struggle to keep our Lenten resolutions!  If I cannot even say no to doing my own will (Cf. Ro-

mans 7:15), how will I be able to give of myself completely to our Lord?  May the Saints inspire us.  They 

too struggled with anger, depression, drunkenness, gossip, impatience, lust, pride, self-indulgence, 

temptations and unforgiveness.  But they are living examples that sinners, by God’s grace, can become 

saints (See “Saintly Solutions” by Fr. Joseph Esper)! 

We chose St. Peregrine and St. Therese to inspire us on our own journey to holiness... 

St. Peregrine grew up in an anti-papal party but had a radical conversion after strik-

ing a priest. The compassion he received from his victim led him to join a religious 

order and he even became a priest. He imposed strict penances on himself such as 

refusing to sit down unless necessary. His constant standing lead to a disease in his 

foot which had to then be amputated. The night before the surgery he saw a vision of 

Jesus reaching down from the cross and touching his leg which miraculously healed 

him upon waking. His physical healing is of great importance, but so much more was 

his softening of heart and turning to the Lord. He is a great witness for us in those mo-

ments of suffering to trust in the Lord that we may experience an 

ongoing softening of our hearts.  

St. Therese of Lisieux on the other hand grew up in a strong Catholic family and en-

tered the convent at a young age. She saw it as her mission in life to “save souls and 

pray for priests.” Her example of small sacrifices in the dull and mundane moments of 

life grant us what is called “the little way.” She sought to always serve others in quiet 

acts of great love and is an example of the gospel paradox that we gain our lives by 

losing them. She strived to redeem every moment for Christ which can be difficult 

when often times we are so pre-occupied with ourselves, our worries, or our suffer-

ings. May we learn from her the beauty in sacrificing even the smallest worries daily 

to the Lord by forgetting ourselves in order to contemplate God and serve our broth-

ers and sisters in Christ.  

Promoting Lives of Virtue, Inspired by the Humility of           

our Patron St. Charles Borromeo. 



     RCIA Catechumens 

Tanner Boggs is the son of Joyce Colelli and Keith Boggs. He has several siblings: Leyla, Devon, Kendal, Jocelynn, 

Izzy, Trey, and Kwynn.  He is in the fifth grade at Blair Pointe Elementary and his favorite subjects are Math and 

History because they come easier to him and he likes his teacher for those subjects, Mrs. McCain (who is also a 

member of our parish). He likes to be challenged though, which he requires of himself while pursuing his passion: 

sports. Tanner plays baseball, basketball, football, and wrestling, lifts weights, and rides his scooter at the skate 

park.  He wants to be a pro-football player or an engineer because he says, “I love building stuff.” Tanner even 

modified his Nerf gun and made it better. 

Tanner is looking forward to being baptized because it will “take all my sins away.” His mom has been his biggest 

influence for coming into the Church since she just came into the Church last year.  He thinks his biggest challenge to living the 

faith will be waking up on Sunday morning to go to Church.  When asked what he likes about St. Charles, he cited three things: 

VBS, the bazaar, and Fr. Adam because “he’s funny.”  

Jacob, Jackson, and Jacey are the children of Jason and Amy Boswell. Jacob and Jackson are twins and Jacey is 

their younger sister. 

Jacob is in the fourth grade at Blair Pointe Elementary. His favorite subject is reading, especially adventure and 

sometimes sports books. He thinks it is “interesting to learn about people” when he reads.  In his spare time he 

loves playing with his dog, a Burmese Mountain and German shepherd mix, named Jasper.  He also likes playing 

video games but he doesn’t get to play them very often. Jacob wants to be a policeman when he grows up because 

“you’re doing something for the community.” 

Jacob wants to join the Church because he wants to have faith and he is looking forward especially to being bap-

tized.  He said Fr. Adam has been his biggest influence because “he’s not afraid to go up and say stuff in front of 

the church.” Jacob also thinks that doing things in front of church will be his own biggest challenge. He likes St. Charles because 

“it’s big and everybody is friendly.”  He also likes the bazaar because “it raises money for the church and is really fun for kids.” 

 

Jackson is also in the fourth grade at Blair Pointe Elementary and his favorite subject is reading because “my books 

are interesting.” His favorite books are from the Diary of Wimpy Kids series. In his spare time, Jackson likes to 

play baseball, play catch with his dog, and “hang out with my parents and family and watch TV.”  Jackson wants to 

be a professional baseball player because he likes baseball and he is good at it.   

Jackson is looking forward to receiving all of the Sacraments of Initiation, but especially Baptism. He is also look-

ing forward to getting to do more and help out with “stuff”.  His mom has been his greatest influence because 

“she’s been going here since she was little and she just helps me with everything.” He likes St. Charles because his 

friends go here and all the people are nice. He likes his Faith Formation classes and the bazaar because you get to 

have fun. When asked if there was anything else he wanted to say, Jackson responded, “Always love God.”  

Jacey, the youngest of the Boswell family, is in the third grade at Blair Pointe Elementary. She, too, likes reading 

because it’s quiet and her library teacher helps her to choose good books.  In her spare time, Jacey likes to sing, so 

she likes going to her friend’s house and playing karaoke. She also belongs to the St. Charles Children’s Choir 

because she says that it is really fun.  When she grows up she wants to be a teacher for disabled kids. 

Spending more time with God is one of the things Jacey is looking forward to after her Baptism.  She looks up to 

Father Adam because when you’re sad he talks through your problems with you…”like when he came to my 

school and talked to me when Amanda Buffington died.”  She is also looking forward to receiving her First Rec-

onciliation because “when you have all those sins and you’re going crazy about it, you tell the priest and they go 

away.” Jacey says her greatest challenge will be making it to church all the time because they have a lot of school 

activities that take place on church day.  She likes St. Charles Church because of the Easter Mass and the bazaar, especially the chil-

dren’s games and the bouncy houses.  Her advice to everyone is, “Go to church because it’s fun to listen to God.”  

Debt Free and Looking Ahead 
As you are hopefully already aware, we paid off our church’s interior renovation project.  Thank you to all of our benefac-
tors, and for everyone who prayed for the successful completion of this undertaking.  But there’s always work to do… 
we’re already looking ahead to spring and summer projects.  Members of our parish councils and others have been plan-
ning the replacement of our battered sidewalks for safety and accessibility.  You’ll also hopefully be excited to know that 
we’re beginning to plan some renovations to the school restrooms, as we hope to make these more comfortable for 
grown ups, and accessible for those with handicaps.  These projects, along with the ongoing maintenance of our build-
ings and grounds is only possible because of your ongoing generosity.  I’m grateful to our donors who have already 
committed to completing their pledges for the interior renovation, as we have specific funds that have been established 
locally, and through the Diocesan Foundation, for the perpetual care of our historic church building and for the cemetery 
too!  Please feel fee to contact us for more information on how you can help us maintain “Our Lasting Heritage”.  



 

 

 

 

Youth Ministry 
NCYC Recap  
This past November the Youth Ministry program was blessed to be 
able to take 9 High School students to a 3-day conference down in 

Indianapolis called NCYC (National 
Catholic Youth Conference). The 
conference is held every other year 
and brings together over 20,000 
youth from around the country 
providing them with talks, liturgies, 
and plenty of hats! It was a blessed 
opportunity and the largest group 
that has attended from St. Charles. The trip was made possible by a great 
number of volunteers and donors from our community helping the youth with 
their fundraising needs.  
 

NDVision 
The University of Notre Dame offers High School students, and those entering High School the upcoming fall, 
a week-long retreat held on campus in which the students will be able to stay in the dorms, eat awesome 
dorm food (no really, it is great food!), and meet other high school students from around the country during 
their annual NDVision program. This program is a great opportunity to grow further in one’s faith and identity 
as a teenage high school student through talks, testimonies and small groups during this week-long retreat.  
 

We will begin fundraising to help cover the cost, which is $450 for the entire week (room, board, and fees), for 
the students attending, . More information can be found on our website or on Notre Dame’s Institute for 
Church Life website. The registration deadline is May 19th but register quick because it fills up fast! There are 
4 different weeks to choose from: June 18-June 22, June 25-June 29, July 9-July 13, July 16-July 20. You 
can always ask me for more information too, and yes, I am a bit biased in encouraging youths to attend be-
cause in less than 6 months I will be a Notre Dame graduate :)  
 

Why Is Youth Ministry Important? 
The years of Junior High and High School are influential in forming who you become as an adult. The many 
stresses of academics, forming friendships, and maturing in your individuality is a difficult process to manage 
on your own. But that’s just it. You are not alone. The youth ministry program at St. Charles is an environ-
ment where you can come to better understand your purpose and place in the world as you learn fundamen-
tal truths regarding creation, morality, and one’s own existence. We gather to share ideas, share prayer inten-
tions, and pray together because community is essential for individual growth. Learning how to grow up in 
this world is not easy, but if you permit a place for God in your life (granted, it still won’t be easy) He will pro-
vide clarity, peace, and guidance. The blessing it is to be able to grow together as a community of faith is a 
great gift, and as Pope Francis said at World Youth Day 2013, “What is the best tool to catechize a young 
person? Another young person.”  

FORMED is a Catholic online database of videos, eBooks, 

lectures, apologetics and so much more. You may access it 

from a computer, smartphone or tablet. It is a great resource 

to grow in the faith through the many studies and videos 

available. For instance, you can listen to a talk about Lent 

on your commute to work by listening through the app, or 

watch an enriching movie at home with your family.  

It’s FREE and EASY to Register: 

 

 Visit formed.org with a web browser  

 Click “Enter Code” 

 Enter Parish Access Code: 637MCH 

 Enter your email and create a password 

(you need this to login later)  



Parish Mission: 12-15 March 2018 
The Eucharistic Principles of  the Spiritual Life 

Spiritual Healing 

Monday through Thursday 

Two Daily Options: 

   1. Morning Conference 9:00 - 10:00 

  OR 

    2. Evening Conference 7:00 – 8:00 

DAILY MASS 

8:00 am 

Contact Information: 

765-473-5543 

 

Coffee after Morning Mass. 

There will be a social after the evening  

conferences. 

For Whom: 
 

•  Do your good feelings about yourself depend on being liked by 

other people? 

•  Are your happiness and peace dependent on pleasing others? 

•  Does your fear of rejection determine what you say or do? 

•  Is it hard to express your feelings when the people you love are 

not doing what you want them to do? 

•  Do you feel like you give a lot and get little in return? 

•  Do you freeze up emotionally when you are in conflict? 

•  Do you feel like you are the only one holding your family togeth-

er? 

•  Do you have difficulty asking for what you want? 

•  Are you overly defensive when your behavior is criticized? 

•  Is your life miserable because of someone else's behavior? 

•  Do you have difficulty saying "No"? 

•  Do you work or eat compulsively? 

•  Have you ever thought you'd be better off if you didn't keep giv-

ing in? 

 

Fr. Emmerich is a priest of the Holy Name Prov-

ince of the Dominican Order and is currently min-

istering with Western Dominican Preaching. 

For the past thirty-six years he has been involved 

in giving retreats to Mother Teresa’s Priests and 

Sisters in Mexico, Poland, Guatemala, Calcutta, 

and Africa. Former pastor of Holy Rosary Church 

in Portland, Oregon, he currently resides in Oak-

land, CA. 

If you can answer ‘yes’ to some of the above questions, then perhaps a Mission on Spiritual Healing can help 

you find that peace which the world cannot give—a peace that comes from a spiritual life led in union with 

Christ and according to Christian principles. 

 

Before things go from bad to worse, come and learn more about yourself by discovering a practical, spiritual 

program which, if lived one day at a time, leads to that “peace beyond all understanding.” 

ð 



Evangelization 

We hope you enjoyed your Christmas gift, both the beautiful image of Mary 
holding up St. Charles with our mission statement below it, as well as the 
subscription to the amazing resource of FORMED (which if you have not 
signed up for it yet please do so by seeing page 3!). Both of these serve as 
a tool of evangelization. The image, when hung prominently in a common 
room of your home, can be a conversation starter for those who visit you, 
granting an opportunity to share your story of faith.  The FORMED platform 
has a variety of talks, books, and videos for you to grow in your faith by 
learning more about those topics that may interest you, perhaps the lives of 
the saints, apologetics, or the true meaning of the Mass.  

As we continue this journey through Lent, there are many opportunities for 
you to get involved in our community as an act of alms-giving. The week be-
fore Lent, we distributed Time & Talent cards in order to grant you an oppor-
tunity to let us know your interests in our parish and community. Perhaps 

you’ve been nudged lately to give more of your time to something outside of yourself but didn’t know how to 
take the initiative. We here at St. Charles are ready to provide you with ways to exercise your God given gifts 
and encourage you to seriously pray about the ways in which God is calling you to witness to your faith 
through service to the Church. Take a look at the article below for a few ideas to help in our community and 
give back that which you have been given.  

Community Outreach 
Have you ever wondered what activities or additional ministries you could get involved with at Saint Charles 
so you feel like you are more a part of your parish?  The more involved you are, the more you put your faith 
into action, and the more fellow parishioners you meet.  This helps you realize we are a community.  Never sit 
there and say, “No one ever asks me to help.”  It is up to you to step out of your comfort zone and say yes to 
God.  He calls you every day to do more for His kingdom.  Here are some opportunities to try when you feel 
nudged by the Holy Spirit: 
 Art and Environment is in need of help.  This ministry provides decorations for the church based on the 

liturgical calendar. Please contact Jan Connolly 765-473-4845 if you would like to be involved. 
 Saint Charles is hosting the Food Finders Food Truck every first Wednesday in 2018 and the last 

Wednesday in May and October.  Call the office to sign up.  You can help on the line or carry groceries to 
people’s cars. 

 Peru has a new soup kitchen called Manna On Main Street.  
Volunteering is easy and it only takes an hour to serve a hot 
meal to those in need.  The Knights (picture), Daughters of 
Isabella, and a few parishioners have already participated 
and loved it.  To sign up call Wendy Langer in the parish 
office. 

 Miami County Helping Hands provides groceries, financial 
assistance, and guidance to those in need in Miami County.  
They are always in need of volunteers.  Call Helping Hands 
at 765-472-1875 to volunteer. 

 It’s never too early to be thinking about our Parish Bazaar.  
Tons of volunteers are needed for this outreach and it is the 
most fun and exciting event we offer to all of Peru.  Call the 
parish office to sign up.  

 Several other active ministries are available such as the 
Daughters of Isabella, Knights of Columbus, Mission of Mary, and the Altar and Rosary Society.   

 
If you are not able to help with these, then we could use you as a prayer warrior.  Please call Wendy Langer if 
you would like to discuss where your time and talent could be best used for the Lord. 
 

Carolyn & Lloyd Roberts with Sandy Ricket  

at the Soup kitchen. 



St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
58 West 5th Street 
Peru, Indiana 46970 
 
Proclaim-Praise-Love 
www.stcharlescatholicperu.org 
Facebook: St Charles Catholic Church 
Twitter: @stcharlesperu 

Lent - Easter Schedule 
 

Parish Penance Service 
Wed., March 21st at 7:00 pm 

 
Stations of the Cross 

Every Friday in Lent at 7:00 pm, 
followed by confessions. 

 
TRIDUUM 

Holy Thursday (3/29) 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

at 7:00 pm  
 

Good Friday (3/30) 
Morning Prayer at 9 am 

Stations of the Cross at Noon 
Passion Service at 3 pm 

Tenebrae at 7 pm 
 

Easter Vigil (3/31) 
Mass at 8:30 pm 

 
Easter Sunday (4/1) 

Masses at 8 am and 10:30 am 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  




