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Celebrating the Conner’s 

A couple years ago we celebrated the 40th Anniversary of Bobbie and Veronica Conner’s employment as St. 

Charles Borromeo’s Cemetery caretakers (i.e. “sextons”).  While Bobbie was officially “hired” to take care of 

the cemetery in July 1976, I learned more recently that Veronica, better known as Dolly, had previously been 

helping her father care for our cemetery since she was a teenager!  For around 65 years she has helped her fa-

ther and husband with the grounds keeping responsibilities and has enjoyed every minute of it. 

However, due to health reasons, the Conner’s will no longer be able 

to serve as the groundskeepers for our cemetery.  We would like to 

thank them for their commitment and perseverance as employees of 

our parish.  They will certainly be missed, but they will hopefully 

enjoy more time with their children, grandchildren, and other family 

members.   

We would like to thank our staff and volunteers who have helped us 

take care of the cemetery for a few weeks until we were able to con-

tract the grounds keeping out for this season.  A new equipment shed 

is being constructed currently so we can move the lawn tools out of 

our chapel.  We hope to begin making some repairs on the cemetery 

chapel soon, affording everyone with a space to pray when visiting 

gravesites of relatives and friends.   

Many may not know, but we have a Cemetery Commission (an advi-

sory group similar to a parish council) through the Diocese of Lafa-

yette-in-Indiana that oversees the perpetual care of our cemetery.  It 

is separate from St. Charles Church, and has its own constitution, 

bylaws, rules and regulations.  It establishes best practices as recommended by the Catholic Cemetery Confer-

ence, follows Canon Law and Indiana Cemetery Law.  It also provides for a Grant of Interment Rights, which 

means the cemetery will be cared for even if St. Charles Church were to no longer exist.  If you have any ques-

tions regarding our Catholic cemetery or the Cemetery Com-

mission, please contact Fr. Adam Mauman or Tom Eddy. 

 

Looking for a relative or loved one’s gravesite? Or maybe you 

just want to learn more about St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

Cemetery.  There is a way to do that!  Log on to 

www.findagrave.com,  

the worlds largest gravesite collection. 

Promoting Lives of Virtue, Inspired by the Humility of           

our Patron St. Charles Borromeo. 



Our Sister Parish in Haiti 
Saint Anthony of Padua 

Our sister parish in Haiti is St. Anthony of Padua in Department Sud, Vieux borg de Aquin.  It is in a small ru-
ral town still recovering from Hurricane Matthew in 2016.  
“Friends of Haiti” (FoH) is the name of the current group at Saint Charles working to renew our connection 
and commitment to St. Anthony’s, focusing on their existing and future needs.  We are considering a trip 
there in 2019 and hope for it to be a working trip. However, FoH is open to all parishioners, not just those 

who may have a desire to go to Haiti.  
FoH has also created a Haiti Prayer Group that meets on 
Thursdays after Mass (twice per month).  The Prayer 
Group is learning the Sign of the Cross in Haitian Creole 
as well as praying for the general needs of Haiti and the 
specific needs of St. Anthony’s parish.  All are welcome to 
participate. 
Furthermore, FoH provides care for the bulletin board and 
binder outside of the parish office.  Stop by and look at the 
wonderful pictures and read some of the updates.   
Your support for our sister parish is important! Pray for 
them personally and/or come to the prayer group, serve 
on the Friends of Haiti outreach, and donate if you can! 
Whatever you are able to do is appreciated! Please join 
us. 
Nan non Papa a, pitit la, ak sentespri a... amèn.(Haitian 
Creole for “In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
Amen”)  

Presence 
God is crazy in love with each of us! His plan from the very beginning was to unite Himself to us. The story of sal-
vation chronicles a God who draws near to His people and seeks them out when they stray…time and time again! 
Finally, He gave us the ultimate gift: Himself as the second person of the Trinity.  The Incarnation was the culmina-
tion of His plan to be present to his people—and He continues to be present to us Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity 
in all the tabernacles throughout the world! What’s more, He gave Himself to us as true food to assist and be with 
us on our journey into eternity.  
 

Some people just don’t “get it.” How can God manifest Himself in simple bread and wine? Some choose not to be-
lieve. Others “get it” but take it for granted or just need a refresher.  Some have embraced and are totally in love 
with God present in the Eucharist.  
 

The program Presence was designed to deepen our understanding of, and faith in, the Eucharist, regardless of 
where we are on the continuum. Consider yourself invited—invited by God who wants to be more intimately united 
with you! The first group has begun, but there will be several more. Think of the reward you stand to gain for just a 
five session commitment! Watch the bulletin for when 
new groups will be starting. Or call the parish office and 
let us know what day of the week or time of day will work 
best for you—we will try to accommodate!  
 

“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal 

life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is 

true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my 

flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in 

him” (Jn. 6: 54-55).  

Image of St. Charles Borromeo giving Holy Commun-
ion to St. Aloysius! 

Currently there are 83 students enrolled in  
St. Anthony of Padua School.  



Afraid of the Unknown 
There are many common fears out there whether it be bugs, the dark, or heights. But there is a type of fear 
that isn’t often mentioned, or perhaps, admitted. I submit that a common fear is that of the unknown. I came to 
think of this because of my dog, yes, my dog. He is often times scared of the unknown. I recently put up an 
umbrella outside on the patio and he wasn’t there when I did it so when he first saw it he freaked out, ran 
away and began barking. He didn’t know what it was, he had never seen it before, it was something unfamiliar 
and he didn’t know what it would do, so he did what comes natural to him, run and bark. He doesn’t realize it, 
but this little pup sure teaches me a lot about life!  
 

The unknown usually brings about change that requires us to act, to make a decision, or endure some type of 
event. We are people of knowing, we want to know things, we don’t like being left in the dark without knowing 
what is happening or going to happen. That’s why we watch movie trailers before going to the theater, test 
drive cars before purchasing, visit colleges before declaring; we need to know all we can know before making 
a decision. It’s not a bad thing to want to know, but sometimes, albeit often times, we don’t have that option of 
‘previewing’ our future. How do we respond? Are our instincts like that of Sparty, to run and bark (for us hu-
mans, more likely, to complain, hide or ignore)? Maybe you’ve recently encountered an unknown and are in 
the midst of working through it. We usually aren’t ready for them: maybe a parent or grandparent becomes ill,  
a new relationship sprouts up which is requiring a sense of vulnerability, entering or even going back to col-
lege, being presented with a new and challenging opportunity, feeling an urge to pray more but fearful of what 
God may ask of you, or even when tragedy strikes and a loved one passes away. Events and circumstance 
push us into the unknown where we can feel lost, alone, and afraid.  
 

The truth is, there is nothing unknown to God. He knows our potential future, He knows all the outcomes pos-
sible depending on our decision making, He knows what is best for us, and we have the ability to surrender 
the unknown in  our lives to the One who knows all. But that is the key, our surrender of what we hold on to so 
dearly, that which we don’t even know, to trust that whatever the future may hold, may it be held in the hands 
of God. So, what is our response? To run and bark? Or to place that scary unknown in the hands of God so 
he can better guide and strengthen us through it, trusting that He truly does know all, especially what is best 
for us. 

 
 

 

Change of time for  
JR High Ministry 

After much consideration, the 
meeting time for our JR High 
program is changing to 
10:30am-11:45am on Sundays. 
This change will go into effect 
beginning August 19th which is 
the start of our fall semester 
programming. The hope is to 
provide families with more free 
time to spend together rather 
than having each ministry 
spread out through the day.  

Confirmation Year is approaching! 
In case you missed it, this upcoming year we will be celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation for 
our high school students (Freshmen and up). Please contact Katie in the Youth Ministry Office ASAP 
to obtain information necessary for your child to be confirmed.  



How We Got to Seminary 
There is no particular ‘type’ of man who enters the seminary. 

Mundelein Seminary had 26 men enter formation for the first time 

this year. This group included two Army Captains, Marquette Uni-

versity’s valedictorian, a host of engineers, and an Indiana State 

University football player. Dioceses spanned from Alaska to Puer-

to Rico, and ages from the early 20s to mid-30s. Three of the men 

were converts. For all the differences, there were common themes 

as men shared their vocation stories. 

 Prayer and Presence: Almost every classmate experi-

enced a priest who invited them to consider the priesthood. We 

had encountered priests through our families or involvement in the 

parish. Invite Father into the life of your family! Altar serving al-

lowed us to experience the priesthood and grow in relationship 

with Christ in the Eucharist. Youth group allowed the formation of solid Catholic friendships. Parents need to teach their 

children to pray from the heart and share their own witness to answer the question: “Why be Catholic?” 

 College: Almost the entire class experienced some form of spiritual slump or apathy during their early years of 

college, but then had encounters which led to a greater deepening. Newman Centers and FOCUS were the keys to our 

guys giving themselves anew to the faith and finding their vocations. Newman Centers minister particularly to college 

students, providing them sacramental, social and leadership opportunities. FOCUS is a group of college missionaries 

who lead Bible studies, offer discipleship and put on yearly conferences. Five of my classmates attended the same SEEK 

Conference and during Eucharistic adoration heard the invitation to seminary. We should help our children look for 

these opportunities as they consider which college to attend or pay for them to attend a SEEK Conference! 

 Mercy: Young people need to see what it looks like when God reigns on Earth as in Heaven, and how He uses 

them to do it. Food pantries, soup kitchens, nursing homes and St. Vincent de Paul are all in Peru and provide such op-

portunities. These small acts of self-giving will make it easier for them to give themselves fully to their vocation! 

Vacation Bible School 
Come experience a  

COOL KINGDOM 
PARTY  

and discover how  

“Mary Leads Me 

Closer to Jesus”  

 

Who: Kids age 4 to finishing 5th gr. 

Where: St Charles Borromeo School 

When: June 25-29, 2018 

Time: 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

Cost:  $12 (Includes a T-shirt) 

To register Contact:  Rita Cook at        

       the parish office 473-5543 



 

 

St. Charles Parish Bazaar 

40th Annual 

Saturday, September 8, 2018 

8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 

Tenderloin Dinner 

Choice of sides plus dessert 

Dine-In Air-Conditioned  

Comfort 

Drive-thru &  

Carry-Out Available 

 

BINGO 
Books, DVDs, Games, Music 
Wheel of Fortune Cr
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Many great prizes from local merchants! 
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58 West Fifth Street, Peru 

Major Raffle  

$50.00 hourly drawings 

$100 ◊ $200 ◊ $300 

$1,000 GRAND PRIZE 

Drawn at 8:00 p.m. 

Need not be present to win 

$1.00 A CHANCE 

Fun for Everyone! 

Grill/Soda Shoppe 

   Garage Sale      Texas Hold ‘Em 

Children’s Games Silent Auction 

Baked Goods Euchre 



St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
58 West 5th Street 
Peru, Indiana 46970 
 
Proclaim-Praise-Love 
www.stcharlescatholicperu.org 
Facebook: St Charles Catholic Church 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  



 

 

 


