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Promoting Lives of Virtue, Inspired by the Humility of           

our Patron St. Charles Borromeo. 

All Along the Upward Way... 

Over ten ago I discovered the following quote in my great-

grandfather’s notes, as he had listed it as one of his favorites,  

“He did not falter on the upward way, but steadily pushed 

forward day by day.”  I have not found a source for this 

quote, but it is one to which I frequently return.  This short 

quote has encouraged me in my personal life, as well as in 

my spiritual life, especially as I continue pursuing holiness! 

Inside this edition of “Humilitas” I hope you will discover 

opportunities that will encourage you to grow in your faith, 

as we strive to build up the Kingdom of God in Miami 

County.  There are opportunities for young and old to grow 

in the knowledge of our faith, to serve our community, and 

to pray together as a family! ~ Fr. Adam Mauman 

Pastoral Planning: Uniting in Heart 

A little over a year ago, in August 2018, members of our parish leadership gathered together to develop a new 

Pastoral Plan for St. Charles Borromeo parish community.  We addressed concerns about losing parishioners, 

misconceptions about the Catholic Church, and how we may engage fallen-away Catholics.  While we have 

made great progress these past five years in renovating our historic church, developing new programs, and fos-

tering community, there is always room for improvement. 

More recently, Bishop Doherty’s leadership team has developed a new vision for our entire diocese, and hope-

fully you continue to learn more about “Uniting in Heart”.  While this pastoral plan for the Diocese of Lafa-

yette-in-Indiana was released in 2015, this fall and next spring we’ll begin seeing significant changes to our 

diocesan structure, as our parish will become part of a new “pastorate” encompassing both All Saints Catholic 

Church in Logansport, along with St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church here in Peru!  It is important to re-

member that the Uniting in Heart 2030 Pastoral Plan does not call for, nor does it see the need for, either par-

ish to be closed.  Rather, the vision is for the two parishes to work closely together in the consolidation of re-

sources to more effectively administer the business aspects of the pastorate and to collaborate in the growth of 

ministries in a way that models the 2030 Pastoral Plan.  The vision is for missionary discipleship that opens 

one’s heart and soul to discovering the opportunities that exist in Hispanic ministry, religious education, evan-

gelization, prison ministry, military, and the coordination of liturgies and sacraments so that both communities 

have better access to the Word of God and the Sacraments.  Learn more by visiting: https://dol-in.org/uniting-

in-heart 

Both of these pastoral plans will hopefully help all of us to answer the universal call to holiness through a 

shared commitment to these three pillars: mission, community, and witness! 



 
 
 
 

NDVision Highlight 
In early July, four fortunate students had the opportunity to attend a con-
ference on the campus of the University of Notre Dame. The conference 
was run by the McGrath Institute for Church Life, the same institute that 
provides our diocese with so many learning opportunities. At this confer-
ence the students participated in small groups, liturgies, and talks 
throughout the week. The theme of the week was focused on the para-
ble of the Prodigal Son. Here are a few highlights from our attendees:  

“ND Vision has been one of the best experiences of my life! I went 
in a little bit nervous but came out with a whole new positive out-
look on my faith and a lot of amazing new friends.” - Kate D. 
“I enjoyed small groups and being able to share and learn from other teens about growing in 
our faith and our walk with God.” - Andrea L.  

 

Though the conference is another year away, I encourage all high school students to attend this 
amazing experience which can help bolster a life of faith.  

 
NET Retreat invitation—JR High Students 
Students in Jr High are invited to attend an overnight NET re-
treat. It will be a great way to view our faith from a different per-
spective because the missionaries on NET come from all over 
the country and have so many life experiences to share. The 
retreat is free, and please invite your friends along! Permission 
slips will be made available during Formation, or reach out to 
Katie for more information. The retreat will begin Saturday No-
vember 16th at 2pm and end Sunday November 17th at 
4pm.  
 

 
Dear High School Students,  
Do you think faith is boring and old? Have you struggled with being the 
only ‘religious’ person among your peers? National Catholic Youth Con-
ference (NCYC) will take place this November and St. Charles would 
love to have you join us on this pilgrimage! Check out ncyc.info to learn 
more, but contact Katie to register before September 10th. We will be 
fundraising to cover all the costs of the pilgrimage (travel, food, housing, 
event costs). NCYC is a great opportunity to witness the vibrant-ness of 
the Catholic Faith.  

 

Aug 25 Kick-Off Oct 6 NO Ministry-Fall Break Nov 17 JR High NET Retreat 

Sept  1 NO Ministry-Labor Day Oct 13 Bible Nov 24 NCYC 

Sept 8 The Journey Oct 20 Jesus Dec 1 NO Ministry-T Day 

Sept 15 NO Ministry-Bazaar Oct 27 Paschal Mystery Dec 8 Vocations 

Sept 22 Salvation History Nov 3 Church Dec 15 Jesse Tree 

Sept 29 
Circle of Grace (parents 
Must to attend) 

Nov 10 Saints Dec 22-29 Christmas Break 



Parish Day of Service: Saturday, October 19, 2019 

The next Parish Day of Service is Saturday, October 19, 2019, beginning with Mass at 8:00 a.m. We will then 

proceed to the gym to enjoy a continental breakfast and sign-up for a service. By 9:00 everyone will disperse 

to their respective places until around noon. At that time we will return to the gym to share experiences and 

partake in a pitch-in meal.  

Come because it is a fun, sometimes tiring, but also up-lifting event. Feelings of comradery and accomplish-

ment abound. Join us as we help others, whether it be doing the necessary things that service organizations 

don’t have time for on a daily basis, clearing brush, or visiting a nursing home, it is all valuable and time well 

spent! Nothing breeds true joy better than doing something for another! It is also a great witness to who we are 

as a Church! There is something for everyone, so bring yourself, your family, and a dish to share! 

Befriender Ministry: A Listening Presence 

A half dozen parishioners responded to the call to become BeFrienders.  They 

will receive training during the months of October, November, and December.  

After their training, we will be advertising their care through-out the parish.  

What does that mean for you?  BeFrienders are trained to provide care through a 

listening presence to anyone experiencing tough life situations: chronic illness, 

divorce, death of a loved one, depression, loneliness, job loss, financial con-

cerns, being a care-giver, new baby, adoption, moving to a long term healthcare 

facility, incarceration, losing a home, etc.   

BeFrienders abide by four principles: God is Present, Caring not Curing, Nonjudgmental Presence, 

and Active Listening.  A BeFriender is someone who really listens without giving advice, and who 

allows others to make their own decisions.  BeFriender Ministers are not problem solvers, counselors, 

or therapists.  They are fully present to those they visit on a weekly basis, bringing the Church to them 

and them to the Church.  This concept is important because we each make up the body of Christ and 

are lacking when even one is missing. 

This service is especially needed for our ministry of care to the elderly.  In July, the Pew Research 

Center reported that Americans age 60 and older are alone for more than half of their waking hours — 

about seven hours a day. For those who live alone, it’s 10 hours a day.   So a weekly visit by a Be-

Friender is a God-send. 

So come January 2020, we will be offering BeFriender visits to anyone who feels they would like a 

listening ear. “We need silence to be able to touch souls.” ~Mother Teresa 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/07/03/on-average-older-adults-spend-over-half-their-waking-hours-alone/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/07/03/on-average-older-adults-spend-over-half-their-waking-hours-alone/


Grow in Your Devotion 

The lives of the Saints remind us that “Mary is the quickest, 

easiest, and most efficacious path to Jesus. She is the shortcut 

to holiness, and heaven.”  

With that in mind, we invite you to join us in praying the ro-

sary before our weekend Masses throughout the Month of Oc-

tober, led by the Knights of Columbus. 

Also, an Advent Mission on Mary will be presented by Fr. 

Christopher Roberts, who is completing his PHD in Mariolo-

gy. These will be at 7:00 p.m. each night in the church: 

December 8: Mary, Mother of Jesus  

December 9: Mary, Mother of Disciples 

December 10: Mary, Searcher of the Lost  

St. Monica Novena 
What’s a novena and why are we praying 
one with St. Monica?  
A novena is a prayer that is prayed on a con-
tinuous basis. Often times novenas are 
prayed for a particular intention 9 days in a 
row. This specific novena we will begin pray-
ing is called a perpetual novena and we 
would like to pray it indefinitely on a weekly 
basis. The reason we have chosen this nove-
na with St. Monica is special. St. Monica was 
a prayer warrior who prayed for her pagan 
husband and son to have a relationship with 
God. Through her continuous prayers and 
many tears, her son and husband came to 
know and love God, eventually entering into 
communion with the Catholic faith. Her son, 
you may have heard of him, became a saint, 
Augustine, after a long life of debauchery 
and pleasure seeking.  
So, why are we praying this novena? Ask 
yourself these questions: 
 Do you know a family member who no 

longer goes to Mass? 
 Do you have friends or family who claim 

to be “spiritual but not religious” and have 
stopped living out the precepts of the 
Church? 

 Do you know someone who is question-
ing their faith or is struggling to make it 
their own?  

 Is a loved one consumed by a life of 
pleasure and a focus on the here-and-
now that jeopardizes their eternal soul? 

 Are you or your children married to some-
one who is not Catholic or closed off to 
God? 

 Are you a grandparent to someone who 
has not been baptized? 

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of these, this is 
why we are praying the novena. St. Monica 
was able to draw her family into a relation-
ship with God through her continuous pray-
ers; we too can and should pray for those 
who are out of communion with God. Our 
words of encouragement may not draw them 
to God, but our prayers are the most power-
ful tool we have as we plead to God to draw 
them near to Him.  
Please join us as a community in praying for 
our brothers and sisters. Join us in spirit as 
you pray on your own and keep watch for 
posted times when we will pray as a commu-
nity—prayer sheets can be found in the nar-
thex.  

Young Adults 
 Do you long for something more than what you are do-

ing?  
 Do you feel driven to action but don’t know where to 

start?  
 

Consider starting simple, join us in reading a book about 
how to better ourselves, with a twist of sorts, and discuss 
the ways that we are called to greatness. 
 

The book is The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis and our 
discussions are open to adults out of high school 18-35.  
Meeting the 1st & 3rd Mondays at 7pm at Smitty’s starting in 
October. Bring your own book (but let me know if you need 
one). Contact Katie kslonina@parish.dol-in.org for more in-
fo.  
 

“The more often he feels without acting, the less he will be 
able ever to act, and, in the long run, the less he will be able 

to feel.”  

Ask the Apologist… 
Steven O’Keefe, the apologist who has a weekly column in 

our bulletin, will be here on the following dates to discuss 

some common misunderstandings about the Catholic faith. 

Each presentation is at 6:30 p.m., after the 5:00 Mass, in room 

8. One class is not contingent on another, so you can attend 

one, or all four, according to your interests.  

October 5: The Divine Messiah   (on Christ’s divinity)   

October 19: Sola Scriptura and the Church (Bible alone? Why    

                    is the Church necessary to maintain truth?) 

November 2: The Saints in Light (Catholic beliefs on  the 

                    Communion of Saints and intercessory prayer)    

November 16: Source and Summit (Defending the Eucharist)   



RCIA Fall Schedule 

September 24 The Journey of Faith 

October 1 Divine Revelation 

October 8 The Bible 

October 15 The Story of Salvation 

October 22 Who is Jesus? 

October 29 The Paschal Mystery 

November 5 The Holy Spirit and the Life of Grace 

November 12 Why Do I Need the Church? 

November 19 Liturgical Year 

November 26 Mary and the Saints 

December 3 The Saints 

December 10 Parish Mission on Mary—Fr. Roberts 

December 17 The Last Things 

December 24 Merry Christmas! No Class 

December 31 Happy New Year! No Class 

Adult Religious Education 
“Come to me, all you who labor and are bur-
dened, and I will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28). 

 

In  addition to the weekly opportunities listed 
below, there are other programs offered in-
termittently that will be advertised in the bul-
letin. Some of these are: Forgiven (on the 
Sac. of Reconciliation)  Presence (on the 

Sac. of the Eucharist), monthly Christian movie night, and 
Christ Life. 

Bible Study Sunday 10:30 am Room 11 

Kings Men Sunday 7:00 pm Room 8 

Bible Study Monday 1:00 pm Room 8 

Book Study Monday 6:30 pm Room 8 

Mission of Mary Tuesday 6:00 pm  Church 

RCIA (All welcome) Tuesday 7:00 pm Room 8 

Rosary Wednesday 3:45 pm Church 

Soul Core Wednesday 5:30 pm Gym 

Eucharistic Adoration Thursday 6:00 pm Church 

Divine Mercy Chaplet Friday 3:00 pm Church 

Soul Core Saturday 9:00 am Gym 

Faith Formation 

Welcome back to another year of Faith Formation! Classes 
began on Sunday, August 25, however, it is not too late to 
sign up! The schedule for the first few Sundays is off and 
on because of Labor Day and the Bazaar, so pay close 
attention to the schedule you received at registration. The 
next two classes are on September 8 and September 22.  
 

This year’s teachers are: 
PreK/Kindergarten: Jen Nord and Rachel Douglass 
First Grade: Jeryl Buffington and Shanea Kirk 
Sacramental Year: Father Adam and Joe Finnerty 
Third/Fourth Grades: Amy Darland and Nate Hagan 
Fifth/Sixth Grades: Bob and Jeanette Dwyer 
 

Parents who have children making First Reconciliation and 
First Communion  have seven required meetings. They 
are: 
General Information meeting: Sept. 29 
Reconciliation meetings: Oct. 27, Nov. 17, and Dec. 15 

Meet Our Newest Cantor 
 
Penelope Hagan is the daughter of Nate 
and Roz Hagan and the oldest of four 
children. She is a seventh grader at Ma-
conaquah Middle School. Her interests 
include swimming, diving, dancing, sing-
ing, writing stories, and circus.  
 

While she enjoys all of these activities, 
her favorites are diving and singing. 
Is it any wonder that she wanted to be-
come a cantor? When asked why she chose to be a part 
of this ministry, she responded, “I love to sing, I love God, 
and I get to sing for God—I get to do something I love 
FOR someone I love.” 
 

One of her favorite memories at St. Charles was the first 
time she served at Mass with her dad. “I was so happy to 
be serving that I couldn’t help smiling, but he kept telling 
me not to smile because I had to be serious.”  
 

Penelope loves the people at St. Charles—she says that 
they are all so friendly and she likes how we are always 
working together.  She also likes that it is where she can 
visit with God. 
 

Her recommendation to others is, “Do what you love and 
don’t be scared of what other people may think.” That is 
great advice from one very smart seventh grader! 
 

Thank you, Penelope, for sharing with our parish the won-
derful talent God has given you! 

Join us for Life Chain on 

Sunday, October 6, from 2:00-3:00 
p.m. at the Old Fire House on Main & 
Miami Streets. You can pick up a 
poster there and then line up along 
West Main or North Broadway. Bring 
a chair if you are unable to stand, or 
come for as long as you are able. Par-
ents, bring your children! It feels great 
to stand up for what is right! 



St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
58 West 5th Street 
Peru, Indiana 46970 
 
Proclaim-Praise-Love 
www.stcharlescatholicperu.org 
Facebook: St Charles Catholic Church 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  


