
January 1, 2013 

New Year’s Day, Parish 

Office Closed 

Mass is at 9:00 a.m. 
 

January 12, 2013 

First Reconciliation,  

9:00 a.m. 
 

January 19, 2013 

Euchre & Pinochle Card 

party, 6:30 p.m. 

 

February 3, 2013 

Rite of Enrollment for 

First Holy Communion, 

9:00 a.m. 
 

February 16, 2013 

Euchre & Pinochle Card 

party, 6:30 p.m. 
 

March 13, 2013 

Penance Service,  

7:00 p.m. 
 

March 16, 2013 

Euchre & Pinochle Card 

party, 6:30 p.m. 
 

March 24, 2013 

Palm Sunday with  

procession, 9:00 a.m. 
 

March 28, 2013 

Holy Thursday, Mass is 

at 7:00 p.m. 
 

March 29, 2013 

Good Friday, Passion 

Service is at 1:00 p.m. 
 

March 30, 2013 

Holy Saturday, Vigil 

Mass is at 9:00 p.m. 
 

March 31, 2013 

Easter Sunday, Mass 

times are 8:00 a.m. and 

10:30 a.m. 
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A World of Two Christmases 

Fr. Eric Underwood 

 

Have you ever dreamed of dressing like a Christmas Tree for Halloween?  
This year, it has come to my radar that this might soon be reality, with  
Christmas décor along side our festive Fall costumes.  It has also increased 
my awareness that we live in a world with two Christmases.  Edwin and   
Jennifer Woodruff Tait (ChristianHistory.net) pointed out the reality that the 
Christmas season begins sometime in November and ends abruptly on the 
morning of December 25

th
.  The tree then comes down, the music stops, and everyone wants 

to get back to life as usual. 
 

In the Church, we seem to celebrate a different Christmas – and I dare to say, a different “life 
as usual.”  We love the celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  We embrace Christ-
mas Eve with reverence, wonder and awe.  And, we celebrate the arrival of the Magi (the Wise 
Men, the Three Kings) on January 6

th
.  We love what this season brings!  All of the generations

-old symbols of our faith bring warm feelings to our souls.  Our “life as usual” is focused on Our 
Lord! 
 

Still, there is a clear dichotomy in our hearts when we are faced with these “two Christmases.”  
Which one do we embrace?  Is it possible to live in a world with both? 
 

In England, between the years 1558 and 1829, there was another dichotomy of sorts.      Cath-
olics were forbidden from openly practicing their faith (at least like we do today).  There was a 
split between the Church of England and Catholics, as well as the threat of “two     Christmas-
es” – secular versus Christian.  In this arose the world-famous song:  The Twelve Days of 
Christmas.  It was a safe way of teaching the Catholic faith to the young and avoiding         
persecution.  We have lost this appreciation today, the appreciation of many of the basic tenets 
of our faith.  And so, I offer to you this nostalgic age-old song as a way of appreciating the 
blessing we have as Catholics. 
 

On the first day of Christmas, my true love sent to me A partridge in a pear tree. 
 (My true love, God, sent to me Jesus to protect and lead me from all harm) 
On the second…  Two turtle doves (the Old and New Testaments) 
On the third… Three French hens (the virtues of faith, hope, and love) 
On the fourth…  Four calling birds  (the gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) 
On the fifth…  Five golden rings (the first five books of the Old Testament) 
On the sixth…  Six geese a-laying (six days of Creation – God rested on the 7

th
) 

On the seventh…  Seven swans a-swimming (seven gifts of the Holy Spirit) 
On the eighth…  Eight maids a-milking (eight beatitudes) 
On the ninth…  Nine ladies dancing (nine fruits of the Holy Spirit) 
On the tenth…   Ten Lords a-leaping (Ten Commandments) 
On the eleventh…  Eleven pipers piping (Eleven faithful Apostles) 
On the twelfth…  (Twelve drummers drumming (Twelve points of belief in the Apostles Creed) 
 

Each of these twelve days, what will you do to enrich the faith of your family? 
 

May this Christmas season be a blessed one where our faith in Christ Jesus is received as the 
greatest gift we have. 



Opportunities  to Nourish  

Your Faith: 

The Catholic Faith As You’ve 
Never Seen It Before!!  There 

are five episodes this quarter on the Catholicism    
Series that will be shown in our gym after 5:00 p.m. 
Mass.  Each episode is an hour long.  If you are not 
able to attend the Saturday evening  showing, there 
will be another showing the next day on Sunday 
morning after 9:00 a.m. Mass during Adult Formation.  
Mark your calendar!      

 
 

 Episode #6, A Body Both Suffering & Glorious—The 
Mystical Union of Christ & the Church, January 12th 
Episode #7, Word Made Flesh, True Bread of Heav-
en—The Mystery of the Liturgy & the Eucharist, Jan-
uary 26th.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Episode #8, A Vast Company of Witnesses —The 
Communion of Saints, February 9th 
Episode #9, The Fire of His Love—Prayer and the 
Life of the Spirit, February 23rd 
Episode #10, World Without End —The Last Things, 

March 9th                                                                  

Monday Night Book Club is meeting in our school 
building at 6:30.  We have started a 24 part Bible 
Study entitled 
The Great      
Adventure:  A 
Journey Through 
the Bible.  We 
have about 40 
participants and 
it is fun! 

 
 

Lenten Series “Crossing the Desert”:  Join Fr.   
Underwood, beginning February 28th and continuing 
every Thursday throughout Lent, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
in our school gym. 
 

Presentations on Vatican II have been scheduled 

as follows: 

 January 16, (Wednesday), 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in 
our school gym, “Vatican II:  The Church—Who are 
we?” presented by Fr. Eric Underwood. 

 February 7 (Thursday), 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in our 
school gym, “Vatican II:  Renewal of the Liturgy” pre-
sented by Fr. Dominic Petan. 

 March 20 (Wednesday), 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in 
our shool gym, “Vatican II: The Bible is a Catholic 
Book” presented by Fr. Christopher Roberts. 

What does “Year of Faith” mean to the  

Borse Family?   
 

They write:  The Catholic Church’s focus on faith this 
year has served as a reminder to our family to con-
tinuously and purposefully explore our relationship 
with God, a.k.a. “the meaning of life.”  This investi-
gation, while inherently religious, is not confined to 
church activities, the Bible, or prayer.  As God is 
Truth, all honest study will lead to Him, whether it 
be theological, philosophical, literary, social, or sci-
entific in nature.  Every avenue to God is consistent 
in at least one way, and that is the necessity of faith. 
 

We recognize all of humanity as members of God’s 
family, including those both within and outside the 
Catholic Church, and understand that each person is 
in their own unique place in the development of 
faith.  How can we help them along the way?  Can 
they help us?  Often the two are indistinguishable, 
and it has been our experience that we sometimes 
set out to help others, only to find that we benefit-
ted more.  No matter, for giving and receiving, done 
graciously, serves both parties, and God. 
 

We feel called to participate actively in our commu-
nity, and the wider world.  We believe our faith is 
best expressed, nurtured, and grown, not in the qui-
et moments of contemplation so difficult to find in 
our busy lives, but when we incorporate God into 
the very things that make us busy.  How we live and  
behave each day, and not  simply what we say or do 
on Sunday, is the true expression of our relationship 
with God. 
 

Vyvian, an 18 year old senior, thinks about her faith 
when making decisions.  She feels that faith is easily 
demonstrated at church and during Lent, and has 
even had non-Catholic friends decide to join her in 
giving something up during Lent.  She knows the 
real challenge is “to express faith in situations with 
peer pressure when doing the right thing isn’t the 
popular choice.” 
 

Alex, a 17 year old junior, is trying to understand 
faith, and notes that “most people attend church 
once a week and then forget about God the rest of 
the week.”  He observes that many people hold    
political views that do not seem to be consistent with 
their Church, and sees particular challenges to faith 
in the media, where “if faith does appear, it is a 
joke.”   
 



We would like to welcome new parishioners, 

Bernard Schroeder, David & Janet Smith, and 

James Hoffman to our faith family.  Also, we 

welcomed Layden Renee Carpenter and 

Kingslee Dae Kirk through the waters of 

baptism. 

Ministry Reports 

FORMATION:  We meet after our 9:00 Mass in our 
school gym for coffee and doughnuts before everyone is 
dismissed for formation.  Here are the Sunday Formation 
dates for this quarter:  January 13, January 20, January 
27, February 3 (First Communion Parent Meeting),   
February 10, February 24,    March 3, March 10 (First 
Communion Parent Meeting), and March 17.  Sunday 
Formation is for ages 3 through adult. 
 

YOUTH GROUP: We kicked off our new Youth Group 
program with pizza and bowling on November 4th.  The 
Lock-in on November 24th was lots of fun!  Our Youth 
Group meets on Sunday evenings from 6-8 p.m. in the 
school building.  Dates for this quarter are:  January 13th, 
20th, and 27th (Diane Skillen will join us to discuss    Da-
ting Abuse on the 27th), February 10th and 24th, March 
10th and 17th.  On the weekend of February 15th –17th 
the Youth Group will have an exciting opportunity to 
attend a high school retreat sponsored by Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish in Carmel, Indiana.  It is called 
Destination Jesus and will be held at St. Theodore Guerin 
High School.  This will be an awesome opportunity for 
our youth to have fun and worship with other Catholic 
teens in our diocese. 
 

CONFIRMATION:  Confirmation meetings will be from 
5:00-6:00 p.m. on Sundays for those High School youth in 
the 10th grade or older.  We began preparing for this 
sacrament on    September 30th with a parent meeting.  
Here are the dates to remember for this quarter:  January 
13, February 10, February 22 (with Stations of the Cross 
at 7:00 p.m.), and March 10. 
 

Family Night is off to a good start.  We had a lot of fun 
at our first night learning about angels and making an 
angel craft with the Guardian Angel prayer.  In Novem-
ber we helped celebrate our parish feast day by learning 
about all the saints represented in our church.  Even the 
adults who came said they learned a lot!  In December we 
will meet for pizza and then go caroling at area nursing 
homes. 
 

 January 20th a soup supper is planned.     
Committee members will each bring a soup to share.  
Everyone is asked to bring rolls and cornbread with but-
ter or desserts.  Fun games are being planned. 
 February 24th we are planning a Scavenger 
Hunt. 
 March 27th is going to be a St. Patrick’s Day 
Party, of course! 
 

All families are invited to join us from 5-7 p.m. in the 
school gym, always beginning with a pitch-in dinner.  Put 
all these dates on your calendar! 

 

The annual Parish Fish Fry is Friday,   
February 15th from 4 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
school gym.  We are asking parishioners to      
donate a  dessert for the fish fry: cakes, 
pies, cupcakes, brownies, cookies, etc.  
Carry-out dinners will also be available by 
entering the school parking lot doors and 

following the signs.  Dinner  tickets will be mailed to you so 
you can sell them to friends and family or buy some for 
yourself.  More tickets are available in our Parish Office, or 
you may also purchase dinner tickets at the door.   All  
proceeds will go to the building fund. 
Volunteers are also needed to assist with this dinner.  If 
you would like to take a shift serving food for dine-in or 
carry-out, please contact Kimberly Hawkins at the Parish 
Office, 473-5543.  Many hands make light work.  Thank 
you! 

W 

E 

L 

C 

O 

M 

Borse Family Article, Continued……….. 
 
Bella, a 14 year old 8th grader, is reminded of her 
faith when she stops to pray, before meals or to 
“take a minute to thank God for all the wonderful 
things He has given me so far that day.”  She enjoys 
the opportunity to share her faith when asked about 
Catholicism by friends, and having visited Catholic 
churches in many places, feels “connected to people 
all around the world.” 
 

Strengthened by participation in the sacraments, our 
family, our faith community, and prayer, we go to 
work, to school, to teams, to clubs, to friends, and 
try to behave in such a way that those around us 
see that we are happy, that we are good.  More 
powerful than any verbal testimony we can give, the 
example of a good life is what we believe will draw 
others to God. 
 

It is true that we live in a fallen world, where faith is 
challenged directly and indirectly every day.  We  
embrace the paradox that faith is necessary because 
of a fallen world, and at the same time reaches its 
full strength by being tested by and exercised in the 
fallen world. 
 

James:  2-26 “For just as a body without a 
spirit is dead, so also faith without works is 
dead.” 



St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 

58 W. 5th Street 

Peru, Indiana 46970 

www.stcharlesperu.org 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Family Night sponsored Trunk 

or Treat on Halloween.  The 

Knights of Columbus provided 

the hot dogs and hot cocoa.  

This night was a big hit!!!! 

 

Photos were taken by  

Pat Draving. 

Thank you to following volunteers for making our newsletter possible:  Rita Cook, Editor;  Judy Jaberg, 

Reporter; and Don Jaberg, Photographer 


