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Promoting Lives of Virtue, Inspired by the Humility of           

our Patron St. Charles Borromeo. 

Contacting Us - Parish Staff & Leadership 

As a pastor I’ve discovered that every day is different.  Parent’s understand well the difficulties of balanc-
ing their work schedules with their children’s schedules, while also taking time to nourish their relation-
ship with their spouses.  So too, as a pastor I sometimes find it difficult to balance the demands of minis-
try and administrative responsibilities, while also taking the time to nourish my relationship with our Lord.  
One way I’ve found I can keep a better balance is to rely upon the staff and parish leadership who help 
serve our church community!  As our staff and parish leadership have evolved these past few years, I 
thought it might be helpful to outline the best way to reach us, and who you may want to contact about 
different areas of parish life. 

Our parish bulletin and website are the best place to find our phone numbers and email addresses, but 
some have asked, “When is a good time to reach you?”  It’s worth noting that my “day away” is Monday, 
and I do not check my email on Sunday or Monday.  If you’d like to catch me in the office, Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoon are the best times to find me here, as well as Fridays too.  Outside of these times I’m 
also available for individual appointments, confessions, etc.  And I often reserve time on a couple eve-
nings each week and Saturday afternoons for you. 

With regards to our parish staff, we have three full time employees: Kelley Douglass, our administrative 
assistant, and Darren Ulerick, our maintenance supervisor, are typically available Monday-Friday from 
8:30 am until 5:00 pm.  Kelley is available to help you with check requests, Mass intentions, information 
for our parish bulletin, and parish calendar too.  Darren not only keeps our parish grounds looking great, 
but he also works with our volunteers who clean the church weekly, our part-time custodian, contractors, 
and our “Charles’ Carpenters” (i.e. building and grounds committee-volunteers).  Katie Slonina is our di-
rector of youth ministry and evangelization, and she is available Sunday-Thursday (i.e. she takes her 
weekend on Friday-Saturday, since youth ministry keeps her busy all day Sunday)! 

Rita Cook, our director of religious education, and Wendy Langer, our community outreach coordinator, 
are both part-time employees.  Wendy’s primary responsibilities are to help me with pastoral care and 
assistance, especially since Deacon Truman fully retired from ministry.  She works alongside numerous 
community organizations and helps us to identify areas of opportunity for our parishioners to volunteer in 
Miami County and throughout the diocese.  She is typically available from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  While Rita is often here in the evenings and weekends to facilitate 
different courses and our Sunday Faith Formation programs, the best time to catch her in the office is 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

Hopefully this brief summary will help you to know “when” and “who” to contact about different areas of 
parish life.  I would also encourage you to contact members of our parish Pastoral Council (president - 
Tom Webster) and parish Finance Council (chair - Mary Alexander) as I meet with these consultative 
bodies on a regular basis.  They help me to keep a pulse on the parish, and a full list of the current mem-

bers may be found on our parish website: https://stcharlescatholicperu.org/parish-leadership 



 
 
 

 
Four young women from our parish were able to attend NDVision 
this past summer due to your financial help. They stayed in the 
dorm rooms on the Notre Dame campus, were able to participate in 
Sacred Liturgies at the Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart, hear witness stories 
from numerous college students who 
dedicated their summer to leading 
these youth closer to Christ, and were 

able to meet numerous other high school students from around the 
country in hopes to deepen their Catholic Identity.  
 
The program is beyond valuable in their offerings and my prayer is 
that we double the attendance next summer! If there is any high 
school student (or current 8th grader) who has any interest in 
NDVision be sure to ask one of these ladies about their experience – 
I’m sure they will be happy to share!  
 

Bazaar Wrap-Up (Thanksgiving) 
Thank you just doesn’t seem enough to express our appreciation for all 
that everyone did to help make the Bazaar a success, even through the 
rain!  Thank you to everyone who prayed, baked, donated a craft or gar-
age sale item, played bingo or Texas Hold ‘Em, bought a book, ate the 
delicious food at the grill and the tenderloin dinner, worked a 
booth…….or threw a pie!  Thank you!  What an outpouring of love for 
your parish and community!  We look forward to many volunteers for 
our next Bazaar, which will be held on Saturday, September 7, 2019! 
 
With the profits made, a portion of the funds will go towards fixing the 
bathrooms in our parish school/offices.  They are in much need of repair 
and this will help make them a little more functional for staff and visitors.  
The other portion of the funds will go towards the new building for our 
local St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store. 



Parish Wide Day of Service 
 

Each year hundreds of parishioners come togeth-
er to make our annual parish bazaar a huge suc-
cess. Out of all the things we do each year, the 
bazaar is about community, about fellowship, 
about service. It is a fun and often inspiring day. 
When people come together for a common goal, 
the community is strengthened. We are now plan-
ning another project to bring people together for a 
common goal: a day of service.  Old, young, and 
in-between will come together to give service at 
various locations. It might be at St. Vincent de 
Paul sorting clothes, or at a nursing home visiting 
someone who doesn’t get out much, or maybe 
working on a project in one of our own buildings.  

At any rate, WE NEED YOU for the day to be a success. The first bi-annual day of service is sched-
uled for October 27.  We will gather here at St. Charles in the gym at 8:30 in the morning and be giv-
en an “assignment.” We will all go out to work for about two hours and return to the gym to share ex-
periences and prayer. We will end the day with a pitch-in luncheon.  We need to have an idea how 
many people will be attending so we know how many projects we can take on. To sign you or your 
family up to help that day, call the office at 473-5543 by October 22. Didn’t get around to calling? 
That’s okay, come anyway! Together we can make a difference in the community, and at the same 
time build community within our own parish. In the words of Jesus: “Amen, I say to you, whatever 
you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me” (Mt. 25:40).  

Parish Vision 
 
A few weeks ago, staff and parish leadership met to discuss our parish vision. The day was led by a 
diocesan representative who provided us with an outside perspective on our parish based on the in-
put of those who participated.  Having a vision is important because it determines the direction of our 
parish as we consider future planning around this central theme.  
 
At the meeting we spoke about what is working well and what could use some improvement in terms 
of programming, outreach, and general morale within St. Charles. This activity allowed us to put eve-
rything out on the table, which then helped lead us in developing a central theme on which we could 
base our vision. The theme that rose out of discussion was communio, Latin for community. Com-
munio is between one another as well as between ourselves and God.  We concluded that members 
of St. Charles have a great sense of community, but that there are also some things we could all im-
prove on in terms of how we approach and interact with one another,  with the greater community as 
a whole, and in deepening our relationship with God (we all need that!) 
 
Our discussion on finalizing our parish vision is ongoing, but it is also essential to have your input. 
With that said, if you would please complete the online survey we have developed which will give us 
feedback on your perspective of our parish and specifically on the theme of communio.  
You can follow this link —> https://goo.gl/forms/wXu1dM05urG3kRWQ2 
You can also find the survey on our website at www.stcharlescatholicperu.org  
Or, open up your smartphone camera, point towards QR code and a link will appear at 
the top. 

https://goo.gl/forms/wXu1dM05urG3kRWQ2
http://www.stcharlesperu.org


 

 



Faith Formation  
 

Sunday morning Faith Formation has begun for PreK thru 6th grade! If you haven’t signed up, it’s not 
too late! We still meet from 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.  
 

RCIA began on September 25th at 7:00 p.m. in room 8 at the school.  If you know of anyone asking 
questions, you can still invite them to come! All parishioners are invited to attend, as well—it will be a 
great refresher on the faith, and will help those coming into the Church get to know part of our parish 
community.  
 

There’s also two opportunities for Bible study: Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. in room 11, and Monday 
afternoon at 1:00 p.m. in room 8.  
 

Book Club meets on Monday evening at 6:30 p.m. 
 

For the men in the parish, there is a group called The King’s Men that meets on Sunday evening at 7:00 p.m. 

in room 2. 

The Massie Family 
James and Denise Massie moved to the Peru area about 13 years 
ago, brought here by their jobs. James works at Grissom Air Re-
serve Base as an AMXS Flight Chief; and at the time, Denise was a 
reporter for the Pharos Tribune. Later she took a job at Mike Ander-
son in Logansport where she is presently doing sales. They have 
one son, Carter, who is eight years old.    
 
Denise is a huge baseball fan, especially of the Chicago Cubs and 
the Indianapolis Indians. She also enjoys volunteering with Carter’s 
Cub Scout den and the Taste of Cass County.   James is more of 
an outdoorsman, preferring hunting, fishing, four-wheeling with 
Carter, and motorcycling.  They both enjoy getting together with 
extended family and following Carter when he plays baseball and 
soccer.  Besides sports, Carter likes to play on his Xbox, ride bikes, 
build with Legos, watch super hero movies, and play Pokemon.   
 
Though the Massies have been in the area for several years, they 
began attending St. Charles Borromeo Church about five years ago 

when Fr. Underwood was here.  Jeff and Maria Western lived near them and were instrumental in their 
decision to join our parish.  One of the first events they attended was a Valentine breakfast put on by the 
Knights of Columbus—everyone there was so friendly and made them feel very welcome. They also like 
how both Fr. Underwood and Fr. Adam interact so well with all the parishioners.  Denise, who was 
brought up Catholic, enjoys the structure and tradition in the Catholic Church. She also likes how the 
Mass is the same all over the world and that it can be traced back to the early Christians. While James is 
not Catholic, he enjoys traveling to sites such as Antioch and Tarsus where he has visited St. Paul’s orig-
inal house and St. Peter’s Church.   
 

The Massies normally attend the Sunday morning Liturgy, so if you see them, be sure to say hello!  

The Passion Play of Oberammergau  
Leaving May 18, 2020,  

accompanied by Fr. Cole Daily 
Visit Rome, Assisi, Florence and Venice, Italy; Innsbruck, Austria; Ober-

ammergau, Germany; and Lake Lucerne, Switzerland 

For more information, contact Rita Cook at the parish office, 473-5543. 
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