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Celebrating Fathers 
One of the first papers I wrote for seminary (all the way back in 2001) was a reflection on what it 

means to be a father; in particular I was asked to reflect upon the men who had influenced me in 

my life. To this day one man’s picture sits on the corner of my desk.  While I have never met him, 

I’ve been told a lot about him.  In fact, I was named after him… my great-grandfather Adam. 

 

While he passed away just a few months before I was born, I heard a lot about him as a child.  He 

had been a teacher and administrator (and the inspiration for my mother’s vocation as an educa-

tor and principal), but more importantly, he was a faithful father.  He took seriously his vows for 

“better or worse” and he delighted in the birth of his children.  Sadly, he saw two of his sons ship 

off to battle in World War II.  I was fortunate enough to spend a lot of time with my great-

grandmother Ruby before she passed away at 97 years 

of age, and she often spoke about Adam.  Those after-

noons and evenings, gently swaying back and forth on 

the porch swing, are treasured memories. 

 

Looking back on the reflection I wrote years ago, I can 

see now what it means to “always be a father.”  With 

hundreds of families who call me “Father”, I’m grateful 

for the gift my great-grandfather (shown here holding 

my grandfather) was to our family.  While I was never 

afforded the chance to meet my namesake, I was 

blessed to spend a lot of time with both my paternal 

and maternal grandfathers. 

 

Harrold and Gene taught me about hard work, ingenui-

ty, craftsmanship, manners, and so many other skills I 

carry with me to this day.  They, like my father, were 

always on call, whether they were at home, in school, 

the factory or on the farm.  In thanksgiving for these 

men and for all fathers I pray: 

 

“God our Father, in your wisdom and love you made all 

things.  Bless these men, that they may be strengthened 

as Christian fathers.  Let the example of their faith and 

love shine forth.  Grant that we, their sons and daughters, 

may honor them always with a spirit of profound respect.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord.” ~ Fr. Adam Mauman 

Promoting Lives of Virtue, Inspired by the Humility of           

our Patron St. Charles Borromeo. 



Thank you for your service, Bob!!! 
Bob Connolly has been a fixture at St. Charles Borromeo Church for well over 30 years. When he and his 

wife, Jan, married in 1981 they settled in Peru shortly thereafter.  Between them they have seven children, 

three of whom attended St. Charles Borromeo School. Bob is a retired union sheet metal worker, having 

installed fans, ductwork, and other things during his tenure.  In his “spare” time Bob enjoys many pastimes 

including golf, bowling, and woodworking.  Over the years he has also coached Little League, Babe Ruth, 

and at St. Charles he coached basketball for several years.  

Bob has been involved in the parish almost from the day he and Jan registered.  He has been a member of 

the Buildings and Grounds Committee (now called Charles Carpenters) for many years, beginning when Fr. 

Edward Stone was pastor.  During this time he was an integral part of several projects which include the 

“new” school roof and windows, electricity updates, re-slating the church roof, redoing the shamrocking on 

the church, installing the first air conditioner in the church, tearing down the Guerin Center and selling as 

much as possible for scrap, the parking lot behind the church, repairing of the steeple, and redoing the sac-

risty during the recent renovations.  There are two projects that are especially memorable to him.  The first was the repairs on the 

steeple. The company accidently scrapped the steeple and had to build us a whole new one. The second was the removal of the big 

tank that was in the ground between the church and the rectory.   

Another area where Bob has given his time generously for over 20 years is in Break Open the Word. It was something he just want-

ed to do and it challenged him to learn more about his faith. Bob has also been an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, a 

lector, he was an altar server in the past, a Fourth Degree Knight, and was even custodian in the parish for a few months.  Bob and 

Jan together have chaired many booths at the bazaar including the dinner kitchen, International Foods, and clean-up. The one he will 

be most remembered for though is The Tiki Lounge. As Jan said, “He IS the Tiki Lounge!”  

What a blessing he is to our parish! Thank you, Bob! 

Inquiry/RCIA 
 

“Those who accepted his message were baptized; some 
three thousand were added that day” (Acts 3:41). The 
apostles were evangelizers. We are called to be evange-
lizers. How many new members can we add this year? 
Invite, invite, invite! 

 

Who: Kids ages 4 to entering 6th grade  
Where: St. Charles Borromeo School  
            Building, 80 W. 5th St., Peru, IN  
When: June 26-30, 2017  
Time: 9:00 a.m.—Noon  
Cost: $10.00 (Includes T-shirt)  
Preregistration begins June 1  

The Wild Goose 
The ancient Celts had a name for the Holy Spirit- The Wild 

Goose...Now there is a 14 part series on the Holy Spirit called The 

Wild Goose. It is engaging. It is  informative. Above all, it will 

challenge you to grow in your relationship to God through the 

Holy Spirit! It is presently being shown at two different times for 

your convenience: Monday at 1:00 p.m. or Tuesday at 7:00 p.m., 

both  in room 8 at the school. Everyone is welcome!  



Sign Up For Our Trip to McKee, KY! July 9-15, 2017 
Cost is $15—Contact Luke in the parish office for more info 

Reflecting on Mission Trips… 

 

The following was written by graduating senior Anna Boyer when asked about her experiences after attending both mission trips 
offered during the summer here at St. Charles: 

 

The past two summers I have gone on mission trips with Luke Hoefer and other members of the 
church youth group. The summer of 2015 I spent a week up in the mountains at a place called Beth-
lehem Farm in West Virginia. Signing up to attend this trip was way out of my comfort zone and a 
big step for me. The first day upon arrival I second guessed myself on what I had gotten myself into 
when I was told that I only got 2 showers for the week and one had to be outside, they encouraged 
pooping in the sawdust bucket, and was asked to not use any technology, not even a watch. I was 
pushed physically on the project sites building gutters for a house. I was pushed mentally by keeping 
an open mind to the whole trip and keeping a positive attitude towards the other people I was with 
and the activities I was asked to do. I was pushed spiritually by digging deeper into prayer and see-
ing God in the people in the community and in the nature that surrounded me. Over all, going to 
Bethlehem Farm positively changed my views on the earth and environment and helped me grow 
spiritually. 
 

Last summer, summer of 2016, I went on another trip with Luke down to McKee, 
Kentucky. This being my second mission trip, I was a little more aware of what I was 
getting myself into. While the trip was more laid back than Bethlehem Farm, I was 
still able to experience a lot of neat things such as Gary “the Jack of all trades,” 
Cowboy Up for Christ, and the church that I was able to be a part of for the week. 
The wonderful people in McKee were so caring, they are proof that you don’t have to 
have a lot to be happy or nice. I left for the trip with a great group of girls that I was 
not too familiar with (and Luke), and returned home with a group of girls that I 
would now call my friends. Through the laughs, tears, fun times and not so fun 
times, Bethlehem Farm and McKee, Kentucky are definitely trips that I will always 
remember and be thankful for.  - Anna Boyer, PHS Class of 2017 

June 
4th 
6:00 pm—Dodgeball 
11th 
9:00 pm—Bonfire 
17th 
4:00 pm—Escape Room Trip 
18th 
9:00 pm—Glow in the Dark Cap-
ture the Flag 
23rd 
Tentative—Pool Party 
25th 
1:00 pm—Paintball Trip to White 
River Paintball 
29th 
5:00 pm—Trip to Indianapolis  
Indians Game 

August 
6th 
6:00 pm—Bike Ride on the Nickel 
Plate 
13th 
6:00 pm—Soccer 
20th 
6:00 pm—Tennis Doubles Tour-
nament 
(Awards: Winner, Team Concept, 
Best Costume) 
27th 
4:00 pm—Putt Putt Tournament 
w/ Prizes 

July 
2nd  
9:30 pm—Parking Lot Movie 
Night 
9th-15th 
Trip to McKee, KY 
16th-17th 
6:00 pm Sunday—Camping Trip 
(Ends Monday) 
23rd 
6:00 pm—Root Beer Pong Tour-
nament 
27th 
4:00 pm—Operation Leftover 
30th 
Messy Twister 



Andrew Thornton on Seminary Formation 
 

 Over the Easter break, I stopped in for the parochial 

religion class of a good friend to talk about vocation with a 

class of fifth, sixth and seventh graders. I opened with an inten-

tionally difficult question to start discussion, “How long does it 

take to study to be a priest?” Almost every hand flew up and 

each submitted a different response, ranging from one year to 

twelve. I had to tell most of them, with an unsatisfactory shrug 

of my shoulders, “you’re not wrong.” The answer is that there 

are many valid responses - causing, unfortunately, more confu-

sion. It caused me to realize that since we’re away for much of 

the year, very few actually know what seminary formation is 

like. So I thought I’d provide the basics to unlock the mystery! 

 There are two parts of study that the Church asks Her 

priests to know. The first is philosophy, and the second is the-
ology.  Philosophy, when you break the word into parts, means 

“love of wisdom.” Theology means the “the study of God.” 

Seminary trains Her priests on these topics, in that order.  

 Most red-blooded Americans today see philosophy as a study oriented toward old  men with beards down to their  

belly buttons and arguments about questions that don’t mean anything. That’s the gist of it, I suppose, but mostly I think 

of philosophy as “thinking about thinking.” What does it take to make an idea wrong or right? What kinds of ideas in the 

past have embodied these characteristics? And  what  kinds of words can be used to talk about immaterial ideas when we 

all are so used to talk about material substances? I concede philosophy is very abstract, but when you’re oriented toward 

making a living out of talking about our Lord, philosophy is rebar that provides structure and fullness to building 

“concrete” concepts in theology. (Fr. Mauman liked that metaphor so much I had to use it; I couldn’t help myself.) 

 Theology, actually, in Roman Catholic seminaries is the more practical, believe it or not, foundation in compari-

son to philosophy. This is when topics you’d expect priests to study—scripture, moral theology, church fathers, homilet-

ics—occur. 

 Since he has a different story than I, and you all may remember him from a couple years back, Deacon Cole Dai-

ly (soon to be Father!) is an instance of how this formation can take eight full years. Immediately following High School at 

Guerin Catholic, Deacon Daily entered seminary. So, he went to Saint John Vianney College Seminary in St. Paul, Min-

nesota to get his bachelor’s degree in philosophy. He’s got a good head on his shoulders, and in addition to philosophy, 

decided to study classics (he’s pretty good at the languages of Latin and Greek)  and Catholic Studies offered there, over 

the span of four years. After gaining that foundation, he moved directly into theology at Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary for 

theology, which is the Master Degree level in the terms of American academia, receiving a Master of Divinity and a Mas-

ters of Arts in moral theology. That’s a grand total of eight years in seminary. 

 I, however, have a bachelor’s degree, already, and decided to enter seminary following college. So to still have that 

philosophical foundation, I studied philosophy for two years in what is called, “pre-theology,” that I’ve just  graduated 

from a few weeks ago!  So I’ve not yet finished things up, like Deacon Daily, but will, God-willing, in four more years!  So 

that’s a grand total of six years in seminary for me. 

 That’s the academic portion of seminary, but as I’m sure many of you know, a lot of one’s training for occupation 

or vocation happens outside of the classroom, and that’s where you come in. The Church talks about four pillars of for-

mation, and the intellectual element is only one. The rest —human, spiritual, and pastoral— are learned best with hands 

on. Like public education, school is not in session over the summer for seminarians, so seminarians take summer to con-

tinue formation and are given an assignment explicitly outside of having their nose in a book. So I want to be present this 

summer to provide you answers if you have questions, but mostly so that Peru and all its residents can teach me to be a 

better seminarian, and maybe someday, a priest! So thank you, sincerely, for your involvement; I look forward to meeting 

many of you this summer! 

  

I’ll be praying for you all this summer – if you have the time shoot one up to the Big Man for me, too! 

 

May God bless you, and your families. 

-Andrew Thornton 



BAZAAR 2017 

Our 39th Annual Parish Bazaar will be held Saturday, September 9, 2017 from 8 am – 8 pm. If you 
are looking for something fun to do, spend the day with us.  You can start your day shopping for 
yourself or for loved ones at our books booth, garage sale, crafts booth, and garden booth.  When 
you get hungry, grab a burger or a hot dog along with an ice cold water or soda at our grill station.  
While enjoying your food, buy tickets and try your luck at our Wheel of Fortune for great prizes. Also 
put your name in at our major raffle booth for a chance to win some money or put in a bid or two on 
our silent auction items.  And...be sure to stop by the baked goods booth to satisfy your sweet tooth. 
 
Then spend the afternoon playing bingo, or try some of our new casino games in the Tiki bar.  While 
in the Tiki bar, enjoy the refreshments and listen to the fabulous entertainment we have lined up.  
Your children can also play games in the children’s area, win prizes, and jump in our bounce hous-
es.  Before you go home for the day and reflect upon how much fun you had, enjoy our tenderloin 
dinner in the gym.  The entire day is a great time to enjoy the fellowship of good friends and people 
in our community. 
 
We do need help to make this Bazaar a success!  We are still in need of a chairperson to assist the 
general bazaar chairs.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Terri McCain, 765-244-0134, 
or Millie Burchett, 574-265-9104.  Volunteers are needed in all booths.  Please contact Terri or Millie 
to get signed up for a shift.  Helping at the Bazaar is truly a great way to have fun and meet new 
people! 
 
All proceeds from our Parish Bazaar will go towards our Interior Renovation project.  Thank you in 
advance to everyone who is chairing a booth and volunteering to make this year’s Bazaar a great 
success.  See you in September! 
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