
ISSUE 16,  Fall 2017                                                   St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 

www.stcharlescatholicperu.org                  58 W. 5th Street, Peru, Indiana 46970

 

Faith, Family & Friends 
 

Earlier this summer I was blessed to take my niece hiking and camping for her very first time.  

Along with my sister and brother-in-law, we headed to Northwest Illinois, where I hoped to cap-

ture yet another “highpoint” in my journey towards the highest point in each of the 50 United 

States!  We were blessed with great weather, few 

bugs, enough s'mores to feed a small army, and it re-

minded me of how important it is to simply “be” with 

the ones I love. 

 

Like Martha in Luke’s Gospel (Cf. Luke 10:38-42), I’m 

all too often “anxious and worried about many 

things”, as I always have a check list of projects and 

tasks to complete.  But as my father has often remind-

ed me, life is about “Faith, Family and Friends”, and 

this past year has impressed upon me how important 

these relationships really are.  Recently I’ve been ex-

amining how I may first and foremost deepen my re-

lationship with Christ, through my daily prayers and 

by making time to place myself in the presence of God in the Eucharist.  Setting aside time to sit 

still is not easy, but then I remember that Jesus frequently invited the Apostles to “come away by 

yourselves… and rest a while” (Mark 6:31), and He is inviting us to do the same.  The danger is 

to let what we do define who we are, rather than letting who we are define what we do! 

 

As the fall activities, holidays and holy days 

are upon us, I would invite you to consider 

how you too may simply “be” present to 

God, your family, and to our community?  

Inside you’ll discover a lot of opportunities 

to deepen your relationship with Christ and 

His Church, and I will be keeping you all in 

my daily prayers.  And in case you were 

wondering, yes, we did make it to the high-

est point in Illinois!  Charles Mound marked 

my nieces 1st “highpoint” and her uncle’s 

35th!  Later this fall I hope to spend some 

more time hiking, visiting with family, 

friends, and possibly finding my way to the 

top of a few more highpoints! 

Promoting Lives of Virtue, Inspired by the Humility of           

our Patron St. Charles Borromeo. 



     Kate Cobler 
Kate Cobler is the youngest of three 
children in the Cobler family.  She 
lives with her parents, Mark and Lin-
da, on a small farm near Denver, so 
she attends North Miami High School 
where she is a junior. Kate is active in 
Future Farmers of America (FFA) and 
Student Council and does a lot of vol-
unteer work.  She has also been an 
assistant in the third/fourth grade 
Faith Formation classroom here at St. 
Charles for the last three years.  Help-

ing others comes naturally to her…she sees what needs to be 
done before being asked and just does it. She likes learning 
about people, whether it be on the two mission trips she has 
taken to McKee, Kentucky, or in group discussions at school, 
and she likes hearing about others’ ideas and forming her own 
opinions from what she has experienced and learned.  After she 
graduates from high school, Kate hopes to go to Purdue Univer-
sity and study Agricultural Engineering. 
   
Kate has a depth of knowledge about her Catholic faith that she 
says ”just happened.” Sometimes her family has discussions at 
home, but she attributes most of her knowledge to attending 
Faith Formation regularly as a child and it ignited a fire within 
her to know more. Now, when the third and fourth graders ask a 
question for which she doesn’t know the answer, she goes 
home and looks it up.  She also enjoys and has learned from 
her conversations with Amy Darland and Clare Dials, the teach-
ers that she assists on Sunday morning.  When asked what she 
likes best about her Catholic Faith, Kate unequivocally stated, 
“Reconciliation.” She said it “makes me feel better when I know 
I’m truly sorry and Father Adam can absolve me from my sins 
then and there.” She also loves the parish. She loves seeing the 
generosity of others and listening and being present to each 
other.   

Seven Deadly Sins, Seven Lively Virtues 
 
Since Vatican II little focus has been given to the workings of the devil, yet 
he is alive and well and doing his best to lead us away from God. His pri-
mary tools? The Seven Deadly Sins. Without realizing it, most of us fall into 
the trap of one or more of these sins. They desensitize us to the reality and 
magnitude of our sin.  We often excuse them because “everyone is doing it” 
or “it seems right to me.” It almost seems as if there are no absolutes and 
we can decide for ourselves whether it is sin or not.  The good news? 
There IS an anecdote! God gave us virtues to help us overcome the sins 
and temptations in our lives, and there are seven that specifically combat 
the deadly sins! Do you know what they are? Do you attempt to cultivate 
them in your life? 
 

There will be a two part series called “The Seven Deadly Sins, Seven Lively Virtues” presented on two 

consecutive Wednesdays, November 29 and December 6 at 6:30 p.m. in room 8. The presenter is Den-

ise McGonigal, the former DRE at Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Carmel, IN.  Denise is a dynamic speaker, 

and you will come away with a clear understanding of both the deadly sins and the virtues to help you over-

come them.  This will be a great way to begin your Advent! 

Regis 
McAllister 

Regis Catherine McAllis-
ter was born in Peru on 
June 26, 1923 and was 
taken to the church four 
days later to be baptized.  
She had one brother and 
one sister, Joseph and 
Mary, but “they’re both in 
heaven now.”   
 

Regis was in first grade when the “new” school 
opened. “We had all nuns back then, even the 
cook.” She couldn’t remember her teacher’s name, 
but she was wishing she had Sister Mary Finbar.  
Regis made her First Communion in 1931 at the 
age of seven and was confirmed two years later in 
1933.  By the time Regis reached high school age, 
the women’s academy at St. Charles had closed so 
she went to Peru High School.  After graduation she 
studied nursing at St. Mary of the Lake in South 
Bend. She worked for many years for Dr. Samuel 
Ferrara until she retired. Later, she worked part-time 
as a receptionist at the senior center on the east 
end of town.  Regis is also known for her sharp card 
playing skills, especially Thirty-One and Euchre. A 
friend of hers mentioned how she loved Swiss 
cheese and ice cream, but not together.  

 
Regis also loves St. Charles. Being a life-time mem-
ber, she has many fond memories, which include 
the beautiful May Processions. She fondly recalls 
the old pulpit and said, “I wish we had it back.” She 
also has great memories of Msgr. Welsh saying “He 
was wonderful!” 



Young Adult Ministry (18-35) 
One of my favorite saints is Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, a young man who lived his life to the fullest and 

attempted to bring all others along with him. He was an outgoing man who loved to hike, travel, goof off with 

his friends, and serve the poor. He would often place bets with his friends at the pool hall, but money was not 

his currency, it was time spent in the adoration chapel, and often enough, his friends would lose the game 

and end up sitting an hour in prayer as their payment. His example is for us one of joy and service.  

 

As we continue in our attempts to navigate the real world of bills, professional status, and our 

vocations, let us strive together in supporting one another in faith and virtue. St. Charles will 

be offering Small Groups to make this possible - Join me and your fellow young adults as we 

discuss how our faith can impact our daily lives like that of Blessed Frassati -  

        Small Group sign up here  

“To live without faith, without a heritage to defend, without battling constantly for truth, is not 

to live but to ‘get along’; we must never just ‘get along.’” - Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati 

 

Hey all, I’m Katie, the new one leading the Youth Ministry Pro-

gram; new to St. Charles and new to town. It’s been quite en-

joyable getting to know the people of the parish and the com-

munity. I’m very excited to be working here with the youth and 

young adults as we all strive to understand our relationship 

with God, ourselves, and our neighbors in hopes of attaining 

sainthood.  

 

A key theme I hope to encompass in the Youth programs is 

that of Striving for Sainthood. It doesn’t demand endless 

hours of sitting in the chapel or traveling to the ends of the 

earth to help those in need, but it does demand that we try 

and make a difference beginning with ourselves today. Per-

haps one day we will be called to live a life of prayer as a 

monk or nun, or devote our time to serving the needy across 

the world, but as of this moment, we cannot delay.  Our jour-

ney towards Sainthood begins today through prayer and living our lives for God in the little things. The most 

important thing to remember is that we are not alone in this journey, God has left us the gift of himself in the 

Eucharist and we have a Cloud of Witnesses, those saints who have gone before us, cheering us on.  

YOU are invited to strive with us towards sainthood!  

Are you ready?? 
 
 Junior High Ministry  

Sundays 
12-2pm 

High School Ministry 
Sundays 
6-8pm 



Sesquicentennial Celebration & Feast Day 
 
Our newly renovated church recently won an “Award of Excellence” 
from the Associated Builders and Contractors of Indiana/Kentucky!  
Two members of our interior renovation committee attended a gala, to 
accept this award on behalf of our parish.  We continue to give thanks 
to Brandt Construction and all of our subcontractors who made our vi-
sion a reality! 
 
One hundred fifty years ago, on December 8, 1867, Bishop Luers for-
mally dedicated Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church to the honor 
and glory of God and His worship. Sit quietly in our church, ponder 
those that came before, ponder the construction of our great edifice be-
fore power tools, and the struggles and victories of each person for the 
last 150 years.  Revel in God’s plan that has brought us here and now, 
in 2017.  We, and our ancestors, have kept God alive in Peru and in our 

families.  Even now with your personal and family struggles and victories, you are history; the living history of 
so great a feat.  Praise God for our past, our present, and our future.  We are the people to carry forth the 
light of Christ into Peru and all the world.  Join your fellow parishioners in celebrating this occasion. 
 
Parish Feast Dinner on Saturday, November 4, 2017 - You are invited to attend a sit-down dinner (after 
5:00 pm Mass).  In order to attend you must complete the RSVP below.  During the dinner a modest display 
of artifacts related to the history of Saint Charles will be displayed. 
 
Friday, December 8, 2017 (7:00 pm) -  Sesquicentennial Mass with Bishop Higi, during which we will bless 
a time capsule and set it within the church for future generations. 
 
Finally, the church will have available, for a small fee, starting on November 4th, a keepsake book on the 
history of St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church (giving special emphasis to the church structure). 
 

To RSVP: 

Tear out this ticket 
and return to office or 
drop in the offertory. 
 

Names of those  
attending:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Amount Enclosed: 
 
 

Phone #:  
 
 
 

Nov. 4th Dinner 



Outreach: ChristLife 2017 

You, the people of Saint Charles, have always been 
a shining light in the community of Peru, Indiana; it 
is noted in the files of history found in the parish 
office.  As God’s people you not only serve others 
through your jobs (attorneys, teachers, doctors, 
nurses, lawyers, builders, clerks, bankers, restau-
rant employee, etc.) but you also serve through 
your time, talent, and treasure.  The generosity of 
each of you towards others in Peru brings God’s 
love, hope, and kindness to others.  In so doing, 
you lead them to him.  As parishioners of Saint 
Charles, let us continue to reach out through works 
of mercy to help others on the road to holiness. 
 
In order to reach out and have a heart of mercy, we 
must first form, and continue to form, our hearts to 
His.  This past September marked the graduation of 
ChristLife 2017.  This group was our second group 
to go through the 21 week program.  The steps of 
the program are to Discover Christ, Follow Christ, 
and then Share Christ.  Not only are the foundation-
al reasons of the faith covered, but you will learn 
how to continue to walk toward God daily and to 
share Him with others.  It is a beautiful program 
founded on community and Christ.  Next year we 
will be offering the program again, led by Lisa 
Comerford.  All are welcome to attend, but you 
must first register.  Registration can be made 
through the parish office.  Pictured below are a few 
of the ChristLife participants from 2016 and 2017. 

Quotes from Participants 
“ChristLife will change your life.  You will grow spir-

itually”… An eye-opening experience!” 
 

“Faith filled community of fun.” 
 

“It will definitely change your life” 
Great experience.  Also, good food.  Your love of 

God will increase.  Can’t miss it.” 
 

“I found new friends in Christ at ChristLife and I en-
joyed learning more about my faith.”  

Opportunities to share Christ’s love in 
Peru and in the church:  

Helping Hands, Manna on Main Street, St. Vincent de 
Paul, Candy Stripers, donate to charities, serve on 
community civic groups who pursue and promote the 
positive side of Peru, mentor a child from St. Charles, 
and pray for others.  You can participate in groups at 
St. Charles that teach and share God’s love, such as: 
Altar & Rosary Society, Altar Servers, Art & Environ-
ment, Bazaar, Bell Ringers, Bible Study, Book Club, 
Cantors, Caring Hearts Funeral Dinners, Upkeep of 
Cemetery, Charles Carpenters, Children’s Choir, 
Daughters of Isabella, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Garden-
ing with Grace, Knights of Columbus, Knights of the 
Holy Temple, Lectures, Living in Faith Today, Minis-
ters of Care, Mission of Mary, Musicians & Choir, 
Prison Ministry, Prison Card Ministry, Quilters, Sacris-
tans, and Ushers.  Practice works of mercy, but above 
all ask to know God’s will and try your best to carry it 
out.  Your  light is not meant to be hidden, but placed 
for the whole world to see. Luke 8:16 
 

Call Wendy Langer in the parish office anytime to talk 
about these opportunities. 
 

Peace and prayers for you all as you continue to be-
come the saint you are called to be. 

Evangelization Corner 
Evangelization, what a hot word nowadays!  It can be 
a scary thing, maybe something you’ve heard of but 
leave it to those missionaries who travel to other 
countries in hopes to ‘proclaim the Gospel to all na-
tions!’  Traveling to foreign countries in hopes of 
evangelization is important, but I submit that it should 
not be left to only those missionaries! 
 

All baptized peoples are called to be evangelists.  
Yes, that’s right, you are an evangelist.  But I am here 
to help you with that, because, yes, it is a scary thing.  
But there are little ways in which us common folk are 
capable of making a difference and responding to that 
call to proclaim the Gospel. 
 

A few (little) ways to share the Good News of our Sal-
vation: 

Most important, remember to pray! Allow the Holy 
Spirit room to work in all conversations! Prayers up! 

 Be attentive to those 
around you, offer a smile 
or gentle encouragement 

 Ask those you meet (such 
as the clerk scanning your 
groceries) if you can pray 
for them specifically 

 Ask the Holy Spirit for 
guidance when ap-
proached with an oppor-
tunity 

 Name your blessings when 
in conversation with others 



St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
Proclaim-Praise-Love 
58 W. 5th Street 
Peru, Indiana 46970 
www.stcharlesperu.org 

Immaculate Conception 
 Holy Day of Obligation 
Thurs, Dec 7th - 7 pm Vigil Mass 
Friday, Dec 8th - 7 pm Mass with 
 Bishop Higi, in honor of the 
 150th Anniversary of the 
 dedication of our church. 

 
Advent/Christmas Schedule 
 

Parish Penance Service 
Wednesday, Dec 13th at 7:00 pm 
 
Nativity of our Lord 
Sunday, Dec 24th at 7:00 pm 
 Vigil (Children’s Mass) 
Monday, December 25th at 12 am 
 Midnight Mass 
Monday, December 25th at 9 am 
 Mass During the Day 
 
Solemnity of Mary, 
 the Holy Mother of God 
Monday, Jan 1st  Mass at 9 am 


