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Msgr. Lorenzo Albacete was a priest of the Archdiocese of Washington in residence at St. John the 
Evangelist parish from 1976-1982. By the time of his death in 2014, he was an internationally known 
theologian, speaker and writer with a gift for engaging the popular culture. Come learn more about 
what his witness can offer to us in this present moment.  
 
Coming out of the pandemic experience how do we search for truth together now in our parish? All are 
welcome to a presentation featuring Albacete videos and readings that explore this desire in our hearts.  

 
“What was important in the midst of these confusing circumstances was to find life, life itself.” 

–Lorenzo Albacete, The Relevance of the Stars, “Searching for Truth Together” 

 



Lorenzo Albacete 
Born in Puerto Rico, Msgr. Albacete attended The Catholic 
University of America (CUA), studying aeronautical 
engineering and later aerospace physics. He worked as a 
research scientist for seven years at the Naval Ordnance 
Laboratory before entering the seminary. This experience 
enabled him to offer a unique perspective on faith and 
reason throughout his life.  

Ordained in 1973, he was priest secretary to Cardinal 
William Baum, theological advisor to Cardinal James 
Hickey, and professor at the JPII Institute for Marriage and 
Family at CUA. A friend to St. John Paul II, Pope Benedict 
XVI and Servant of God Msgr. Luigi Giussani, Msgr. 
Albacete fully embraced the wisdom, passion and beauty 
of Christ and his Church.  

Because of this, he also welcomed those open to hearing that good news in the wider culture, writing for the 
New York Times, the New Yorker and other secular publications, and appeared on “Larry King”, “Charlie 
Rose”, CNN and “Frontline”. From the 1990s until his death in 2014, he held a U.S. leadership role in 
Communion and Liberation, a movement within the Church. 

At his funeral Mass, his best friend Cardinal Sean O’Malley said: “Graham Greene, Evelyn Waugh and Garcia 
Marquez together did not have enough imagination and genius to invent Father Lorenzo Albacete Cintrón. 
Only God could create a Lorenzo and then He broke the mold because the world did not deserve to have two 
Lorenzos.” 
 
“Looking for God [is] not a pious goal or an escape into the unchanging mystery that offers protection from the 
waves of confusion; it [is] rather to enter into these waves of confusion and to discover there what remains, what 
survives, what has value, what is worthwhile to live for.”  

   –Lorenzo Albacete, The Relevance of the Stars, “Searching for Truth Together” 
 
Blurb on The Relevance of the Stars from Amazon.com:  
“From popes to television personalities to high school students, everyone 
who encountered Monsignor Lorenzo Albacete knew there was no one like 
him. He could engage you with a joke about a New Yorker cartoon, move 
on to a keen commentary on the state of the culture, and finish off with a 
meditation on the Gospel of John. In his talks and essays, Albacete made 
profound theological and philosophical insights accessible without ever 
losing their depth and breadth.” 
 
“The appearance of Jesus Christ is an event, a reality that happens, and Christians are those to whom this has 
happened, such that they have seen and believed. The gospel is about this real event offered to us; it is not 
about moral theories, values, and problems to be solved.”  

–Lorenzo Albacete, The Relevance of the Stars 
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Fr. Lorenzo Albacete in the SJE Rectory circa 1981 
 
 


