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MY TWO CENTS by Fr. Don Braukmann 
ALPHA  This week the Newman Center kicks back into high gear as students 

from Bemidji State University and the Northwest Technical College return.  As 
mentioned in November and December, members of the St. Philip’s Evangelization 
Committee are working with students who attend the Newman Center to host a program 
called “Alpha.”   

Alpha is a practical tool inspiring Catholic renewal and awakening faith in 
lapsed Catholics, those on the fringe of Church life and those totally outside the Church 
and/or Christianity.  Alpha creates an environment and opportunity for an encounter 
with Jesus, offering as Pope Francis likes to say, the chance for “Jesus to find them.”  It 
includes a series of evening gatherings where basic issues of faith are discussed like 
“Who is Jesus?”  “Why did Jesus die?”  “How can I have faith?” “Why is there evil in 
the world?” and so on. 

The entire parish is invited to support this effort among our college age youth 
through prayer.  Prayer cards are available in the narthex of the church.  Alpha runs 
from January 27 to March 17.  If you know of anyone on either campus who should be 
invited, contact Fr. Don or stop at the parish office for an invitation to give them. 

CURSILLO  The Men’s Cursillo weekend still has room if men from the parish 
are looking for an opportunity to spend some time with Christ and other men growing in 
their faith.  Cursillo (pronounced “kur-see-yo” is a Spanish word for “short course”) 
runs from Thursday night, February 26th through the afternoon of Sunday, March 1st.  
We already have three men from the St. Philip’s signed up to attend with others from 
throughout the diocese.  I will be the spiritual director on the weekend so you will not be 
among strangers.  If interested please let me know.  There is much more information I 
can share with you about the weekend.  The Women’s Cursillo weekend is set for 
March 19-22…again, see me for more details. 

MARCH for LIFE  Our annual local March for Life, a gathering of our 
neighbors in the region to call for an end to abortion, will be hosted here at St. Philip’s 
on Saturday, January 17th at Noon.  The March goes from St. Philip’s through the 
downtown area and back again.   Please take the time to stand with our brothers and 
sisters and defend the right to life! 

WHY ARE WE PRO-LIFE?  The first and last people who recognized Jesus as 
God was an unborn child (John the Baptist in the womb) and a criminal on death row 
(the thief on Calvary).  Today, our culture says it is okay to kill them both. 

MORE OUT OF MASS  The Wise Men of last week’s Gospel taught us 
something about what it means to come to Mass.  They came to Jesus to GIVE not to 
GET!  Do we come to Mass to GET (be entertained) or to GIVE our lives to Christ? 

VACATION   I will be visiting friends in Omaha and Kansas City as I take a 
week of vacation.  I am gone from Sunday afternoon, January 11th and will be back in 
the office on Tuesday, January 20th.   



Monday, January 12: 
No Daily Mass  
 
 

Tuesday, January 13:  
12:10 PM Mass: For the People 
 5:30 PM Mass (Newman): Special Intentions for  
 Emma Cronemiller      

Wednesday, January 14: 
  8:40 AM Mass: +Hugh & Lillian McCormick 
 

Thursday, January 15:  
  7:00 AM Mass: +Mary Kern 
10:30 AM Mass (Northview Manor): +Pat Dow 
10:30 AM Communion Service (Havenwood)    

Friday, January 16:  
  8:30 AM Mass: +Ernie Bauer    

Saturday, January 17: 
  8:30 AM Mass: +Pat Dow 
  5:30 PM Mass: +Lynne Molacek 
 

Sunday, January 18: 
  7:30 AM Mass: +Helene Ovsak 
  9:00 AM Mass: For the People 
11:00 AM Mass: Special Intentions for SG 
  7:00 PM Mass (Newman): +Patricia Nugent 

MASS INTENTIONS 
For January 12 to January 18 

 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 

 

Bible Readings for the Week of January 12 ~ January 18 
Monday, Jan 12: 
●Heb 1:1-6 
●Ps 97:1,2b,6,7c,9 
●Mk 1:14-20 
 

Tuesday, Jan 13:  
●Heb 2:5-12 
●Ps 8:2ab,5-9 
•Mk 1:21-28 

Wednesday, Jan 14: 
●Heb 2:14-18 
●Ps 105:1-4,6-9 
●Mk 1:29-39 
 

Thursday, Jan 15:  
●Heb 3:7-14 
●Ps 95:6-7c,8-11 
●Mk 1:40-45 

Friday, Jan 16: 
●Heb 4:1-5,11 
●Ps 78:3,4bc,6c-8 
●Mk 2:1-12 
 

Saturday, Jan 17: 
●Heb 4:12-16 
●Ps 19:8-10,15 
●Mk 2:13-17 

Sunday, Jan 18: 
●1 Sm 3:3b-10,19 
●Ps 40:2,4,7-10 
●1 Cor 6:13c-15a,17-20 
●Jn 1:35-42 

Monday, January 12 
  9:00 AM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel) 
  6:00 PM Cub Scout Mtg (Gym)      

Tuesday, January 13 
  6:00 AM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel) 
  3:15 PM Little Flowers (Social Hall) 
  6:30 PM School Council Mtg (St. Kateri) 
  7:00 PM Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
  7:30 PM Marian Devotions (Chapel)    

Wednesday, January 14 
  8:05 AM Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
  9:30 AM Rosary for Schools (Chapel)  
12:00 PM Finance Council (St. Kateri) 
  3:15 PM Girl Scout Troop 42 (St. Kateri)   
  6:30 PM Faith Formation, Grades 1-11  
 

Thursday, January 15  
12:00 PM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)  
  1:30 PM Prayer Blanket Sewing Bee (Social Hall) 
  5:00 PM Life Teen Band Practice (Church) 
  6:30 PM RCIA (St. Kateri) 
  7:00 PM Prayer & Praise (Chapel) 
 

Friday, January 16 
  8:05 AM Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
  5:00 PM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel) 
 

Saturday, January 17 
12:00 PM March For Life (Belt. Co. Courthouse/Social Hall) 
  4:30 PM Reconciliation 
 

Sunday, January 18 
  8:35 AM Rosary for Peace (Chapel) 
10:15 AM Rosary for Peace (Chapel) 
12:00 PM Life Teen (Gym) 
  5:00 PM Holy Hour (Church) 

*Please take note that there will not be Mass celebrated  
at St. Philip’s on Monday, January 12. 
 

Brrrr! With the possibility of frigid temperatures, be sure to 
check our website (www.stphilipsbemidji.org) or call the Parish 
Office (444-4262) for cancellations or late starts involving 
activities at St. Philip’s Church and School.  Stay warm!  



       Prayer Blanket Sewing Bee 
 

The ladies of the parish are invited to partake in a 
sewing, knitting, or crocheting bee for prayer blankets 
to be given to the sick of our parish.   On Thursday, 
January 15th, 2014, from 1:30 PM to 3:30 PM in the 
Social Hall, ladies of the parish will be getting together 
to assemble these prayer blankets.  If you wish to 
make a blanket, we would like to request that the size 
of the blankets be no less than 30 x 30 
inches square and no greater than 40 x 
40 inches square. So, if you are 
interested and would like to help, 
please join us on January 15th. We will 
be in need of the following supplies: 
yarn, white thread, sewing machines, 
scissors, measuring tapes, sewing 
needles and needles to use to do a 
blanket stitch on fleece, rotary cutters, 
cutting mats and rulers.  Coffee and 
cookies will be provided. 

INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES 
BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS 

 

Parents or prospective parents who wish to 
present a child for Baptism are asked to 
attend a baptism preparation class.   
 

The next session will be on February 1.  
Please call the Parish Office at 444-4262 to 
register, or for more information. 

St. Philip’s extends condolences to the 
family of Dee Tacheny, mother of Rhonda 
Martinka.  May she find rest and peace, & 
may her family find comfort in God’s love. 

9 Days for Life Novena 
 

A period of prayer, penance and pilgrimage in 
observance of the coming (January 22, 2015) 42nd 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court 

decision that made abortion legal in the U.S. throughout 
the nine months of pregnancy. 

 

U.S. Catholic bishops are inviting the faithful  
to participate in 9 Days for Life by taking part in  

local events and by joining Catholics across 
 the country united in prayer. 

 

Each day of the novena includes simple prayers and 
different brief intentions, reflections and actions.  Along 
with prayers for the end to abortion, the novena also 
includes prayers for the end to domestic violence and 
use of the death penalty, for those near the end of their 
lives, and for children awaiting adoption.  Visit 
www.9daysforlife.com for further information 
(downloading of free phone app available along with 
sign up for daily emails or text messages).  

 

 
 

Week #27 Contributions  
(received the weekend of 

1/04/2015) 
 
 
 

 

          STEWARDSHIP  - A  

Envelopes           $17,693.00 
EFT Env.     $  5,437.50 
Loose Plate      $     960.24 
Children’s     $   27.41 
Total                   $24,118.15  
 
HABIT OF  THE HEART 

Fiscal Year to Date (Week #27):   

  Amount Contributed   
  Envelopes         $   451,702.51 
  Loose Plate       $     25,154.57 
  Children’s          $       1,359.86 
  Total                 $   478,216.94 

 

                  (101.76% of budget) 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
Fiscal Year July 1, 2014  ~  June 30, 2015 

The Knights of Columbus is currently 
involved in the AMERICAN WHEELCHAIR 
MISSION. This is a world wide mission to 
place wheel chairs for people in need and 
anyone who wishes to participate, may. 
There are currently 2 wheelchairs in the 

church entry way that you may look to see what they are 
exactly like. 
 

You may donate  any amount that you wish as we wish 
to place in the local hotels motels and nursing homes. Or 
if you wish to purchase one for yourself the cost is 
$150.00. You may place your donation in the  Sunday 
Collection or drop it off at the church office. Or if you 
have any questions on this you may contact one of the 
officers listed. 
 

Phil Hodapp Grand Knight 218 586 3415 
 

Dan Shea Financial Secretary 218 760 6616 



 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

SINCE YOU ASKED… 
At the recent Family Faith Night held here, there were so 
many faith questions for Fr. Chuck & Fr. Don, and not 
enough time to answer them all.  All of your questions 
were worthy of an answer, so they have kept the 
questions, and will answer them in this column every 
week: 
 

This week’s questions are answered by Fr. Chuck. 
 

#1) How can Jesus be both God and Man?:       
January 2nd  is the feast day of Saints Basil and Gregory 
Nazianzus. These two, along with Basil's brother Gregory, 
form a trio of important early Christian theologians 
referred to as the Cappadocian Fathers (they were all from 
Cappodocia in what is now Turkey). In the days readings 
we can see the relationship of Jesus to God was 
something the early Christians had to sort out: was Jesus 
truly the Son of God? If  he was the Son of God does that 
mean he was not God himself? How could he be God and 
Son of God at the same time? The Cappodocian fathers 
were largely responsible for the church's final answer to 
these questions: Jesus Christ was both God and Son of God. 
He shared the essence of what God is (eternal, all knowing, 
and powerful) but was also his own distinct person as Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. This answer was called "the 
Cappadocian Solution" and became part of the Creed we 
recite every Sunday. When we say the words 
"consubstantial with the Father'' it means that Jesus shares 
the essence of God: Jesus is God. When we say "He came 
down from heaven" it means that Jesus is also his own 
person, the Son of God distinct from the Father.  
 
#2) Why don’t we kneel after receiving Holy      
      Communion?  
Posture is important in all of our liturgical celebrations. In 
the Diocese of Crookston we stand from after the Great 
Amen until after Jesus has been taken from the church area 
proper to be placed in the Tabernacle. It is a sign that we 
are all on this great journey together. We are joined by the 
meal we share… the bread and the cup… When we as a 
family go out for a meal those done first do not leave the 
table while those who haven’t received are left to fend for 
themselves. We are to be praying for and with each other 
during the entire distribution of Holy Communion. When 
the journey is complete then we are invited to enter into 
private prayer. During this time Father and/or the Deacon 
will be purifying the vessels. You may kneel or sit during 
the time of private adoration. We are called to recognize 
we are sharing one life in the Spirit. Here is another way to 
say the same thing: BE WHAT YOU SEE AND BECOME 
WHO YOU ARE MEANT TO BE. THE BODY OF 
CHRIST… VISIBLE IN THE HERE AND NOW. 

FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT 
SESSION  
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 5:30 PM OR 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 6:30 PM 
 

Two opportunities to attend the First 
Eucharist Parent Session will be 
offered: January 27 at 5:30 PM and 

Thursday, February 5 at 6:30 PM in the Social Hall. 
Parents/guardians only need to attend one session.  
These two sessions will be the only sessions offered this 
year, so mark your calendars now!  The session is for 
parents/guardians who will be preparing their child to 
receive the Sacrament of First Eucharist this year.  This 
is a parent only Session, one parent must attend (both 
are welcome).  Children preparing to receive the 
Sacrament should be in second grade or older and 
attending Faith Formation or St. Philip’s School.  An 
overview of the Sacrament, the preparation program and 
the time line will be discussed. Parents/guardians are 
responsible for the preparation of their child to 
receive the Sacrament.  Packets will be handed out 
and there will be an opportunity for questions and 
discussion.  Please contact Kris Jensen (444-5849) for 
additional information. 

FUNERAL CHOIR 
 

In the next few weeks St. Philip's will be developing a 
Funeral Choir to provide musical and spiritual support to 
families during their time of grieving. This group will be 
very informal, singing mostly unison or two parts 
(depending on numbers), and meet one half hour before 
a funeral begins. This is a great opportunity for folks with 
busy schedules, or who often work evenings and cannot 
join choirs that rehearse in the evenings. Funeral music 
repeats often, so you can feel very comfortable joining 
without having to rehearse new repertoire every week. 
Grieving families really appreciate the 
parish support that sings for their 
deceased loved ones. Funeral Choir is 
one of my favorite music ministries! 
Please email or call Aana Freihammer 
afreihammer@stphilipsbemidji.org or 
444-4262 to join. All are welcome, even 
if you haven’t sang in a choir at St. 
Philip’s before! 
 

Heartfelt Thanks… 
 

The family of Susan Ricard would like to thank all the 
members of St. Philip’s for all the prayers, visits, 
cards, and Masses to be said through Sue’s cancer 
journey.  It was very comforting and appreciated.   
 

May she rest in peace. 



 
 
 
 
 
You are invited to the second Family Faith Night on 

 
 
 
 
 
in the Church.  This is an opportunity for the family to learn and grow in faith 
together.  This night is for ALL St. Philip’s Families – Faith Formation and 
School - and members of the parish community!!  
 
The night will include praise and worship, discussion, family learning/activity 
and closing prayer.  Family members will learn about our faith together, they 
will not be separated.  We will be learning about Sacramentals and Fr. Chuck 
and Fr. Don will answer questions.   
 
This is a Family Faith Night which means children and youth must be 
accompanied by a parent/guardian.  Children/youth attending should be in 
Kindergarten through 12th Grade.   No Faith Formation classes for Elementary, 
Middle School and High School.  Childcare will be available for younger 
children.  Please contact Kris if your family will need childcare by January 26.   
 
Questions: Kris Jensen – 444-5849 or Paula DeClusin – 444-4262x107 

 

How precious is the family  
as the privileged place for transmitting the faith! 

 

                                                                         ~ Pope Francis 



                               
January 10/11 

� We’re off and running in the New Year.  
 

� Our physical education teacher, Mr. Jon Holliday, is being deployed to Africa with his Red Bull National Guard unit. 
His unit will be involved with building facilities to aid in the treatment of ebola. He will return to us next fall. While he  

      is on deployment, Mrs. Marsha Stebe will be covering for him. 
 

� Mrs. Lindseth’s first graders will be the Mass ministers for our school Mass this Wednesday, January 14, at 8:40 AM. 
Please join us. 

 

� Students in grades 6-8 will be going skiing at Buena Vista on Friday, January 16.  
 

� There will be no school next Monday, January 19, as we observe Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  
 

� Catholic Schools Week will be observed January 25 – 31. Help us open the week at the 11:00 Mass on Sunday, 
January 25. Then participate in a pot luck luncheon. All attending the 11:00 Mass are invited. Oh, what fun!  

 

� As part of our Accreditation process, St. Philip’s School will have a brief perception survey available for parishioners 
to complete on the weekend of January 24/25. Please take the time to give us your feedback. We would appreciate 
it. Thank you.   

 

� Get Safe Environment Certified now. Go to www.crookston.org and follow the Safe Environment prompts. Anyone 
who volunteers or works in the school needs to attain certification annually. (July 1 starts the new year of 
certification.)Thanks. 

 

ST. PHILIP’S SCHOOL  

CHURCHES UNITED NEWS… 
 

Hi, I am Dan Walter, a parishioner here at St Philips since 1974.  I speak to you as the 
representative of St Philips to Churches United. 
 

We are asked as Christians to be aware of our brothers and sisters in need. I ask the question: 
Who wishes they could reach out to them somehow? 
Churches United does that for us in a real way.   Churches United was formed in 2002 by the 
pastors of the downtown Churches and I suspect the Holy Spirit was foundational as other 
Churches were invited to join so now the number is at twenty seven. 
 

These homeless people would show up at a number of the Churches asking for help.  Now they 
are referred to Churches United in an office at Mt Zion Church; (the old Lincoln School).   
Churches United gives out many things and in an orderly way such as dishes, soap, blankets, 
tubs of love, clothing, gasoline, among a number of other things.  Also each “client”  
can receive those things a certain number of times per year so accountability is built into this. 
 

Churches United is the last in a number of agencies for helping those in need. 
 

I had said Churches United reaches out to the homeless for us.  Each of the members of 
Churches United contributes to its operation financially.  Also, each Church is to have a person  
at Churches United for one afternoon per month.  I am here to ask for a response to their 
request.  Some people work four afternoons per month.  Considering the size of St Philip’s 
compared to these other twenty six, might we have a few willing helpers? Hours are Monday 
through Friday, noon to 4. 
 

The “work” involves some data entry, some filing, interviewing of clients, and sorting the 
inventory. 
 

During the hours I spent at Churches United, two people came in.  After they left I commented 
“They were surely polite.”  The workers there said they were very typical. 
 

Sometimes at the end of the liturgy we’re charged to “Take Jesus out into the world.”  This is one 
way to do this. 
 

You can contact me Dan Walter at 444-3490, Fr. Chuck at the parish, or Churches United at  
444-1380. Thank You. 



HEADWATERS KOINONIA #26 
 

You are invited to spend an awesome weekend with 
Jesus!  Headwaters Koinonia #26 is February 6th-
8th.  Join us for what I believe could be one of the 
best weekends of your life.  This weekend is 
designed to help men and women grow in their 
understanding of and their experience of God and 
their faith.  Koinonia will also give you the opportunity 
to build deep lasting faith sharing relationships with 
fellow parishioners.  I strongly encourage you to 
invest 48 hours of your valuable time in your 
relationship with Jesus.  I guarantee that you will not 
leave disappointed.  To register or for more 
information please call me, Deacon Kermit, at the 
parish office, 444-4262.  There are also registration 
forms and more information about Koinonia in the 
narthex. 
 

Thank you, 
Deacon Kermit 

PRAYER FOR ALPHA 
 

Alpha is coming!  This program for evangelization will 
be introduced first at the Newman Center for the 
students on campus January – March. 
 

We know there is a great desire among all faithful and 
fervent believers for the re-evangelization of families, 
communities and nations accompanied by the 
transformation of society that will follow.  God 
promised to fulfill these desires (2Chronicles 7:13-14) 
but it is conditional or dependent upon our humble, 
holy and hungry prayer. 
 

PRAYER TRULY IS THE MOST IMPORTANT AND 
MOST POWERFUL ACTIVITY OF OUR LIVES. 

Only through prayer and fasting can  
evangelization be possible. 

YOUR PRAYER IS NEEDED. 
 

PROMISES: 
“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, 
believe that you receive it, and you will.” Mark 11:24 
“Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son; if you ask anything 
in my name, I will do it.” John 14:13-14 
 

~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~ 
 

Almighty God,  
We humbly request, pour your grace and blessings 

upon this community and the Alpha program. 
 

Send us your Holy Spirit to provide all that  
we are lacking. 

 

Please be actively present to the Alpha team and 
participants throughout the program. 

 

Open the hearts of those receiving  
the Alpha invitations. 

 

We pray that every soul come to know you, your 
merciful compassion, and the unimaginable infinite 

love you have for each of us. 
 

We thank you now for all that you will accomplish 
through Alpha.  We confidently trust in your  
promises as we make our request through  
your Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ.   Amen 

THANK YOU! 
 

Dear Members of St. Philip’s Church, 
 

Thank you for helping to host the Servants of Shelter 
last week.  Answering the call to hospitality is a gift to 
homeless people. 
 

Your friend, 
Molly Miron 
Bemidji United Methodist 
SOS Coordinator 

SECOND COLLECTION 
 

The weekend of January 17-18 will be the collection to 
support the Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa. 
Your generosity will provide care for the people of  
Africa by funding catechesis materials, staff, work-
shops, retreats, and the construction of new churches. 
Your gift is an expression of support strengthening 
them to grow and continue living their faith.  Please 
find the envelope for this collection in this bulletin.  



 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE  
Week of January 17-18 

ALL MINISTERS are asked to please call the parish office at 444-4262 or email to 
afreihammer@stphilipsbemidji.org by January 15 to let us know dates when you are not available to do your 
ministry for the month of February.  Thank you! 

  5:30 PM 7:30 AM 9:00 AM 11:00 AM  
(Life Teen Mass) 

SACRISTAN Trish Jones Al & Jane Foley Mark Studer Mary Herried 

HOSPITALITY- USHER 
Terri Chmielewski 
Dick Lehmann 
Richard Marsolek 
Mark Moris 

Gerry Cardinal Jr. 
Troy Hendricks 
Bob Murray 
James Wiltse 

Ron Arel 
Mike Headlee 
Paul Nistler 
Norm Ricard 

LIFE TEEN 
LIFE TEEN 
Samantha Nagle 
Tony Schussman 

HOSPITALITY- 
GREETER 

Lois Jenkins 
Barbara Passeri 

Rosemary Petersen 
Fran Petersen 

Jane Daniels 
Marian Evans 

LIFE TEEN 
LIFE TEEN 

ALTAR SERVER 
Jenay Boucher  
Ella Martin  

Abby Arel  
Emily Dondelinger  

Julia Klisch  
Leah Yavarow  

Grant DeClusin  
Nick Nagle  

LECTOR 
Joe Czapiewski  
Roger Heger  

Pam Murray  
Judy Stai  

Tori Koch  
Cheryl Krystosek  

LIFE TEEN  
LIFE TEEN  

INTERCESSOR Amy Buckanaga Elizabeth Upgren Nancy Goodman LIFE TEEN 

CAPTAIN Robb Naylor Patti Van Camp Sue Lucas Susie Balstad 

EMHC 

April Boucher 
Mary Jo Christenson 
Terry Jones 
Trish Jones 
Laura Schwindt 
Jane Wilcox 
HELP NEEDED 

Sue Hendricks 
Maggie McCalip 
HELP NEEDED 
HELP NEEDED 
HELP NEEDED 
HELP NEEDED 
HELP NEEDED 

Jerry Daniels 
Nancy Goodman 
Denise Houle 
David LaZella 
Tim Lucas 
Steve Pfleger 
Brent Rud 
HELP NEEDED 
HELP NEEDED 

Joe Bofferding 
Kevin Erpelding 
Lorie Erpelding 
Patty Nagle 
Carol Rettinger 
HELP NEEDED 
HELP NEEDED 
HELP NEEDED 
HELP NEEDED 

HOSPITALITY-
FELLOWSHIP 

  Jim Gavin 
Pat Gavin 

June Aitken 
Bob Aitken 
Gerri Daigle 
Ed Daigle 

Jan Busch 
Jean Louvar 
Don Rettinger 
Marilyn Sundrud 







 


