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campus. All sacramental events take place     

at St. Philip’s Church. 
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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,                                                    December 17, 2017 
 

How is Advent going for you so far? Have you been able to keep the Advent 

resolution that so many of us make … namely, to avoid getting caught up in the 

commercialism of this pre-Christmas season? How are you preparing a way for the 

Lord? Are you giving yourself a chance to see the presence of God all around you? 

To use the words of John the Baptist in the desert, are you making a straight way for 

God’s visit to you this Christmas? Have you opened yourself to accepting the grace 

God is offering you this Advent season? Are you able to celebrate this “Rejoice 

Sunday” … or as it is said in Latin, “Gaudate Sunday” … in the joy of being open to 

God’s gift of grace in and around you?  

Today’s readings are emphatic about rejoicing in the gift of God’s grace in and 

around you. And the rose-colored candle in our advent wreath, which will be lit this 

weekend, emphasizes the joy we celebrate today as we near the end of Advent and 

open the way to Christmas. 

I would urge you to take the time to dwell upon today’s readings. They are 

messages of hope for a bright and promising future. We hear Isaiah announce a year 

of favor from the Lord in which all kinds of suffering is soothed. We hear St. Paul 

remind us to rejoice, to pray always and to give thanks in all circumstances. In the 

Gospel of, we hear that the Light has come into the world, and it cannot be 

extinguished. 

The world literally grows darker each day this time of the year. But as dark as 

the world around us grows, this  darkness will not overcome the light. Jesus is the 

light of the world. He illumines our darkness with his love and truth. Although we 

are able to sit in the darkness, assured that the Lord is with us, Advent is our time to 

come out of the darkness and walk in the light of Christ. 

At the end of this month we will hear a lot of talk about New Year’s 

resolutions. But now, on this Third Sunday of Advent, is also a time for making a 

resolution—a resolution to live like Jesus, whose birth we are about to celebrate, and 

by doing so, bring His Light into the world. 
 

Blessings, 

Deacon Robb 



Monday, Dec 18 
  8:30 AM Mass: +Stephen Vencel 
 

Tuesday, Dec 19   
  6:30 PM Mass: +Lillian McCormick 
 

Wednesday, Dec 20 
  8:40 AM Mass: Special Intentions for Annie McCrady     

Thursday, Dec 21 
  7:00 AM Mass: +Irene Sobieck 
10:30 AM Communion Service (Havenwood)      

Friday, Dec 22 
 8:30 AM Mass: +Ellen Vonasek 
 

Saturday, Dec 23 
  5:30 PM Mass (4th Sunday of Advent): +Pat Snider    

Sunday, Dec 24 
  8:30 AM Mass (4th Sunday of Advent): +Art Keenan 
10:30 AM Mass (4th Sunday of Advent): For the People  
  4:00 PM Mass (Christmas Eve): +Stephanie Vencel Leikvoll 
  6:30 PM Mass (Christmas Eve): +Helen Wang 
10:00 PM Mass (Christmas Eve): +Jerome Dufault 

MASS INTENTIONS 
For the Week of December 18 to 24 

 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 

DAILY READINGS 
For the Week of December 18 to 24 

Monday, Dec 18 
● Jer 23:5-8 
● Ps 72:1-2,12-13,19-19 
● Mt 1:18-25 
 

Tuesday, Dec 19 
● Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a 
● Ps 71:3-6,16-17 
● Lk 1:5-25 

 

Wednesday, Dec 20 
● Is 7:10-14 
● Ps 24:1-6 
● Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday, Dec 21 
● Sg 2:8-14 
● Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21 

Friday, Dec 22 
● 1 Sm 1:24-28 
● Ps 1 Sm 2:1,4-7,8abcd 
● Lk 1:46-56 
 

Saturday, Dec 23 
● Mal 3:1-4,23-24 
● Ps 25:4bc-5ab,8-10,14 
● Lk 1:57-66 
 

Sunday, Dec 24   
4th Sunday of Advent 
● 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16 
● Ps 89:2-5,27,29 
● Rom 16:25-27 
● Lk 1:26-38 
Christmas Eve 

Monday, Dec 18 
10:00 AM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel) 
  3:15 PM Little Flowers (Social Hall) 
  7:00 PM Nightlights (St. Kateri Rm)           

Tuesday, Dec 19 
  6:00 AM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel) 
  5:00 PM Folk Group Practice (Church) 
  6:10 PM KC Meeting (Social Hall) 
  7:00 PM Men’s Basketball (Gym) 
  7:30 PM Marian Devotions (Chapel) 
 

Wednesday, Dec 20 
  9:40 AM Rosary (Chapel) 
  1:00 PM School Christmas Program (Church) 
  6:30 PM School Christmas Program (Church)            

Thursday, Dec 21  No School Today 
  3:15 PM Bible Study-Follow Me (St. Elizabeth Rm) 
  5:00 PM Society of St. Vincent de Paul Mtg (St. Elizabeth Rm) 
  7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal (Church)     

Friday, Dec 22  No School Today 
              

Saturday, Dec 23 
  4:30 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)    

Sunday, Dec 24 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

Church of St. Philip 

4th Sunday of Advent ~ 

  Saturday, December 23: 5:30 PM 

     Sunday, December 24: 

     8:30 AM or 10:30 AM 
 

Christmas Eve ~  

  Sunday, December 24:   

      4:00 PM, 6:30 PM, or 10:00 PM 
        

Christmas Day ~  
  Monday, December 25: 



STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART 

Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child for 
Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class. The 
next session will be on January 7. Please call the Parish Office 
at 444-4262 to register, or for more information. 

St. Philip’s extends condolences to the families of 
Ron Werstlein, spouse of Roberta Werstlein, and 
Jannifer Hanson. May they find rest and peace and 
may their families find comfort in God’s love. 

PARISH LIFE 

•
• Increase for Roof/AC project (2 yrs to go):   $    1,722.00   
• Increase for maintenance escrow  
   (4 yrs to go):                                               $   1,126.00 
 

 Weekly Goal Total:                                        $ 20,513.00 
      

Total Actual Contributions, Week #24         $ 26,160.67 
             (Weekend of 12/10/17) 
 

 

Fiscal Year to Date: 
 

Last: $456,043.96  ~  Current: $481,303.67 

 

Last Week's Mass Attendance 
Dec 9   5:30 p.m.    201 
Dec 10   7:30 a.m. 200  
Dec 10   9:00 a.m. 357  
Dec 10   11:00 a.m. 282 
Dec 10   6:30 p.m.                                115 

Christmas Flowers for St. Philip’s Church  
are supplied, in part, through the generous donations  
given by parishioners in memory of deceased loved  
ones, or in honor of the living. 
 

If you wish to make a memorial, please use your Christmas 
Flower offering envelope in your packet of offertory 
envelopes. Or, place your donation in an envelope clearly 
marked Christmas Flowers. Please indicate the name of the 
deceased person/(s) your gift is in memory of or the name of 

Grief Support Group 
 

For those grieving the loss of a spouse or partner.  
 
 

               WHEN:   1st & 3rd Thursday of each month                        
                               TIME:     4:30-6:00 PM 
               WHERE: Sanford Health Neilson Place             
                              Trillium Conference Room 
                              1000 Anne St NW,  Bemidji 
 

No registration or fee is needed. 
 

Call (218) 333-5643 for more information. sanfordhealth.org/bemidji 

NIGHTLIGHTS TO MEET 
 

Nightlights, a nondenominational support group for anyone 
who has a loved one with mental illness will hold its monthly 
meeting at 7:00 – 8:30 PM, Monday, December 18, 2017 in 
the St. Kateri Room St. Philips Church.  With questions, 
please call 218.444.4262. 

HELPING HANDS NEEDED! 
 

Come help decorate the Church for Christmas Thursday 
evening, December 21st from 5 PM to 7 PM! We need help 
decorating trees, placing flowers, and hanging garland. All 
are welcome. This is a great volunteer opportunity for the 
whole family. Children must be chaperoned by a parent.  

THE ADVENT GIVING TREE   

The Giving Tree is an opportunity for adults, children, 
individuals, families, or groups to do something for others 
during the Advent season. Local service organizations have 
provided us with lists of items that will brighten the lives of their 
clients during the holiday season, and you are invited to 
participate. 
 

To do this, choose one or more of the ornaments from the 
Giving Tree located in the Narthex. Purchase the item/items 
listed on the ornament. Do not wrap; rather, tape the ornament 

“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you” - 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16 -18 
 

This scripture reading sums up Stewardship. “Rejoice always” 
means place your trust in God; He will provide all that you 
need. “Pray constantly” means prayer should be a running 
conversation with God throughout the whole day, every day. 
“Give thanks in all circumstances” means even in bad 
situations, thank God. Suffering a little bit helps build 
empathy for others in similar situations. 

Add St. Philip’s to your gift list 
As December 31 approaches, so does the deadline for year- 
end giving. As you discuss options with your family and your 
financial advisor, please consider including St. Philip’s Church 
and School in your philanthropic giving. Please contact 
Director of Stewardship & Communication Maryhelen 
Chadwick (441-4906 or mhchadwick@stphilipsbemidji.org) if 
you would like information about language or tax-related 
information about St. Philip’s. 

You are invited...  
 

to St. Philip’s School Christmas Concert and Play, “Miracle 
at the Christmas Café”. There will be two performances on 
Wednesday, December 20th at 1:00 PM & 6:30 PM. 

mailto:mhchadwick@stphilipsbemidji.org


St. Philip’s Mission Statement: 

   To Accomplish God’s Work 

Who am I? 

• I grew up in a family of seven in St. Cloud, Minnesota. 

• I was blessed to attend Catholic Schools through 
college. 

• I have been blessed to teach here at St. Philip’s School 
for 27 years and now am teaching children of my 
former students! 

• I have 3 wonderful sons, a beautiful 
daughter in-law and a sweet new little 
grandson. 

• I love all things children – from 
teaching, to Noah’s Ark, to FWTF to 
Faith Formation.  My life is full and I 
am grateful! 
 

 

Introducing Sue Hengel,  
our 1st Grade teacher  

YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Noon to 1:30 PM  Monday, December 25 
*Doors open at 11:45 AM* 

 

Evangelical Free Church — 115 Carr Lake Rd SW 
 

Please Join us for a meal and fellowship. Dinners will be delivered only       
to those who are homebound. We have drivers who can provide           

transportation to/from the meal. 

 
  
 

If you would like to… 
 Have a meal delivered 

 Reserve a ride to the meal 

 Volunteer to deliver meals or provide transportation to/from 
the meal 

Call Sandy at 218-308-5365 by Tuesday, December 19 at noon. 

If you would like to donate any of the following items… 
 

  Dinner rolls (75 dozen)    Butter (20 lbs) 
  Cookies or bars (100 dozen)  Jello (15 lg boxes of any red flavor) 
  Wrapped candy (40 bags)   Baby dill pickles (12 small jars) 
   

Call or leave message for Janice at 218-333-3941 by Monday, 
December 18 at noon. 

If you can volunteer for the following… 
 

  Sunday, Dec 24 (Prep) 9am to noon 
  Monday, Dec 25 (Kitchen/Dining    
  Room/Final Cleanup) 
 Various shifts between 8am to 4pm 
 

Call Kathy at 218-556-3364 

Monetary donations are welcome. 
Checks may be made to Bemidji     
Community Meals. 
 

Mail to:  Kathy Luepke 
       24050 County Rd 9 
               Bemidji, MN 56601 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
St. Philip’s School continues to collect Box 
Tops for Education…  For every 50 Box Tops 
turned in, our school gets $5! Just imagine 
the impact that could make if every one of 
our parishioners saved Box Tops for St. 

Philip’s! Simply drop them in the tub on the shelf in the east 
entrance of the church. Thank you! 

 Mark your calendar for our next Family Faith Formation 
Night, Wednesday, January 31 at 6:30 PM. Nic Davidson 
is coming to town! Everyone is invited and the event is  
free of charge! Spread the word! 

 

 We will be hosting the Diocese of Crookston’s Middle 
School Youth Rally on Sunday, March 18, 2018. More   
details coming soon.  

MARK THE CALENDAR... 
 

2018 Annual Bemidji MARCH FOR LIFE 

Upcoming Events at St. Philip’s School: 
    *   Monday, December 18: All School Advent Service at     
        8:35 AM 
   *   Monday, December 18: Math Counts Meet at St. Philips.  
   *   Monday, December18: Friday’s With the Father Dinner  
       Theatre for students in FWTF. 6:00 PM 
   *   Wednesday, December 20: School Christmas Program     
       1:00 PM & 6:30 PM 
 *   Thursday, December 21- Tuesday, January 2, 2018:    
      Christmas Vacation (Note: Due to new lockers being   
      installed in the school, we have one extra day (Dec. 21st 

of vacation that was not previously scheduled.) 
   *   Wednesday, January 3: School resumes 
   *   Friday, January 5: Final round Geography Bee at 9:30 AM 

ARE YOU REGISTERED WITH THE PARISH? 
 

There are many parishioners who have been attending St.  
Philip’s Parish for years and did not know that there is an official 
registration process. If you have not received any mailings or 
other correspondence from us, there is a good possibility that  
you are not yet registered with the parish. Please stop by the 
Parish Office any weekday, or by the Information Station on the 
weekends to fill out a simple card. Thank you!  



Your help is needed 
 

Do you know of someone who is ill or homebound that may 
like a visit from us? We would love to call on them, so please 
be our eyes and ears so that these folks don’t fall through 
the cracks! Often times, the only way we are notified of a 
need is through friends and neighbors of the person who is 
reluctant to notify us themselves. If you know of someone, 
call the Parish Office, 444-4262 and we will arrange for a 
visit. Thanks to you for caring about your parish family! 

 

 Would you like to become involved in liturgical ministries at St. Philip’s? Call/Email Aana Freihammer  
afreihammer@stphilipsbemidji.org or call 218-441-4905. 

Attention all hospital and homebound ministers… 
If you have a pyx in your possession, please return it to the 
Chapel at your earliest convenience. We are missing several 
and would appreciate their return. Thank you. very much. 

change and improve their lives.  We will meet each Tuesday 
from 5:30-8:00 PM at St. Philip’s.  Childcare is provided and 
we start with a meal from 5:30-6:00 in the cafeteria, then 
children stay and play in the cafeteria and adults move to the 
St. Gregory the Great Room for our meeting.  It is a kitchen-
table style environment and not a class.  We all learn together 
and mentors help you on your journey.  Many volunteers are 
needed for childcare, picking up meals and delivering to St. 
Philip’s, and provide snacks.  To volunteer go to 
signupgenius.com and search for Getting Ahead in Bemidji 
2018, then enter the creator’s email address: 
syoung@paulbunyan.net.  If you are interested, have 
questions, would like to volunteer, participate, or be a 
mentor, then please call Sue Young at 218-368-5280 or email 
syoung@paulbunyan.net.    

UPCOMING RETREATS AT  
CHRIST THE KING RETREAT CENTER  
621 First Ave South – Buffalo, MN 55313 
  

MEN’S SILENT WEEKEND RETREAT  
Theme: “Take Courage!”  
Date: January 12 – 14, 2018  
Presented by: King’s House Preaching Team  
Suggested Offering: $160.00 per person/$100.00 per person 
for students (includes $30.00 deposit to reserve a room)  
 

MEN’S SILENT WEEKEND RETREAT  
Theme: “Take Courage!”  
Date: January 19 – 21, 2018  
Presented by: King’s House Preaching Team  
Suggested Offering: $160.00 per person/$100.00 per person 
for students (includes $30.00 deposit to reserve a room)  

starting immediately.  Watch your email for updates. Q’s? 
Call Nancy 441-4907 or ngoodman@stphilipsbemidji.org. 

Get ready for the best Christmas of your life! Sign up at 

DYNAMICCATHOLIC.COM/ADVENT 

Welcoming Christmas 
More than half of Americans visit church for Christmas. Many 
of those who don’t go usually to church are open to an 
invitation during the holidays, according to LifeWay 
Research studies. What an opportunity this presents for 
us to welcome people to St. Philip’s! We all are 
ambassadors for our faith. Despite the hectic pace of the 
holidays, please take time to invite someone to church, park 
farther away so close spaces are available, greet familiar and 
new faces alike, sit close together in pews to make room for 
visitors. We are streamlining the registration process, so tell 
people to visit stphilipsbemidji.org.   

mailto:syoung@paulbunyan.net
mailto:syoung@paulbunyan.net
http://lifewayresearch.com/2015/12/14/no-place-like-church-for-the-holidays/



