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Happy Advent! December 1, 2019
Some of you may know about the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which is a book
that slowly works its way through the various articles of our Catholic-Christian faith. If
you don't have one, I'd definitely recommend purchasing one - I think you can find one
for around $10. Anyway, I was thinking about what to write for this bulletin article and
decided to see what the Catechism has to say about Advent. There are only a few para-
graphs specifically about Advent. I want to quote one here:

When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this an-
cient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Savior's
first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming. By celebrating
the precursor's birth and martyrdom, the Church unites herself to [John the Baptist's] de-
sire: "“He must increase, but I must decrease" (John 3:30). CCC 524

Here's something that really struck me: I don't know very many people who have an
"ardent desire" for the second coming of Jesus. I was talking to some fourth grade stu-
dents at Faith Formation a couple of weeks ago, talking about Jesus' Second Coming and
people being taken into Heaven. I mentioned that Jesus could come back any day, which
would bring the end of this world as we know it. One girl responded by saying she hopes
he doesn't come too soon because she really wants to go to Disney World with her family
this winter. I told her that I understood her desire, but that Heaven is way better than Dis-
ney World. She only persisted in her preference.

I think many of us would have to admit to sharing in this girl's concern, if we're going to
be honest. Going to Heaven sounds great, but only after we drink our fill of the goods of
this world. Heaven sounds great, but I want to go there on my own terms, after I've com-
pleted everything here that I intend to complete. I often consider something like this: It
would be so great if Jesus wanted me to be in Heaven right now, but I really want to
make a greater impact here first. Once I've reached this line of thinking and actually ad-
mitted to it, then I am ready for Advent.

I know this time of the year can get so busy with various events going on all over the
place. Between family, friends, and work, it can seem like life speeds up at the very time
it's meant to slow down. I want to encourage you: Don't be afraid to push against the cul-
ture. Don't be afraid to TAKE extra time (because you will never FIND extra time) to
reflect on your relationship with Jesus and how ardent your desire is to be with him in
Heaven right now. If you find that you share the mentality I described above, ask Jesus
to do something new in you: Ask him to make you desire his Second Coming more than
you desire anything else. That will make this Advent truly unique, even if he doesn't end
up coming again soon.

May the Lord give you his peace!
-Fr. Bryan



Monday, Dec 2
8:30 AM Mass: +Peggy Anderly

Tuesday, Dec 3
6:30 PM Mass: +Gerry Rasmus

Wednesday, Dec 4
8:40 AM Votive Mass for the Church: +Agnes Carrier

Thursday, Dec 5
7:00 AM Mass: +Michael Gratkowski

10:30 AM Mass (Havenwood): +Edna Eide
Friday, Dec 6

8:30 AM Mass: +Bob & Ann Schmickle

Saturday, Dec 7
5:30 PM Mass: Pulczinski/Novak Families

Sunday, Dec 8
7:30 AM Mass: +Ellen Novak
9:00 AM Mass: +Rose Gallagher

11:00 AM Mass: +Virginia Feneis
6:30 PM Mass: For the People

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS
For Week of December 2 to 8

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH
Please see the December monthly calendar of events for St.
Philip’s inside this bulletin.

DAILY READINGS
For December 2 to 8

Monday, Dec 2
● Is 4:2-6
● Ps 122:1-2,3-4b,4cd-5,6-7,8-9
● Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday, Dec 3
● Is 11:1-10
● Ps 72:1-2,7-8,12-13,17
● Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday, Dec 4
● Is 25:6-10a
● Ps 23:1-3a,3b-4,5,6
● Mt 15:29-37

Thursday, Dec 5
● Is 26:1-6
● Ps 118:1,8-9,19-21,25-27a
● Mt 7:21,24-27

Friday, Dec 6
● Is 29:17-24
● Ps 27:1,4,13-14
● Mt 9:27-31

Saturday, Dec 7
● Is 30:19-21,23-26
● Ps 147:1-2,3-4,5-6
● Mt 9:35—10:1,5a,6-8

Sunday, Dec 8
● Is 11:1-10
● Ps 72:1-2,7-8,12-13,17
● Rom 15:4-9
● Lk 3:4,6

SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Baptisms
Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child for
Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class. The
next session will be on January 5. Please call the Parish Office
at 444-4262 to register, to schedule a baptism, or for more
information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Pastoral Visitations
If you desire a home visit, communion for the homebound, or
the Sacrament of Anointing the Sick, call the Parish Office. We
want to be part of your life.

St. Philip’s extends condolences to the family of LeRoy William
Hill, uncle of Wanda Baumgartner. May he find rest and
peace, and may his family find comfort in God’s love.

The St. Philip’s Catholic Community welcomes
through the waters of baptism, Miles Oscar
Jonckowski, son of Daniel & Elizabeth Jonckowski.
May he be filled with the Holy Spirit.

OND Electronic Option Available
Our Northland Diocese, official publication of the Diocese of
Crookston since 1946, is now available via eOND, an electronic
newsletter. In addition to monthly print issues delivered to pa-
rishioner homes, eOND arrives to email inboxes twice monthly
and offers local, national and world news published digitally
between print issues. Our parish pays an annual subscription
rate of $15.36 per household for both print and digital news, but
opt-in is required for eOND. Subscribing is as simple as provid-
ing the Diocese of Crookston with your name and email address.
There are cards at the entrances of the church that explain how
to sign up so you can begin receiving eOND. Please make use of
this opportunity.

PARISH LIFE

St. Mary’s Mission Appeal 2019
Today our second collection is for the benefit of St. Mary’s Mis-
sion at Red Lake, MN. If you missed the NEW video at Mass last
week, visit www.crookston.org/smma to see it on the diocesan
website and donate online. Your generosity makes all the differ-
ence in creating a successful future for these children. God will
bless you for your care.



Total Actual Contributions
Week #21 (Weekend of 11/24/19) $  9,971.48

Fiscal Year to Date
Last: $409,372.81  ~ Current: $404,720.98

Faith in Our Future Campaign
Pledged to Date: $2,725,962.70 ~ Paid to Date: $1,240,674.38

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES

Last Week's Mass Attendance
Nov 23                               5:30 p.m.                                 244
Nov 24    ____     __             7:30 a.m.                                 126
Nov 24                               9:00 a.m.                                 311
Nov 24 11:00 a.m. 282
Nov 24                               6:30 p.m. 125

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
ST. PHILIP’S SOCIAL HALL

8:30 AM TO 10:30 AM

FREE WILL OFFERING

First Saturday Rosary
All are invited to join praying the Rosary at Neilson Place
(Chapel) on Saturday, December 7 at 10:30 AM. If you know
someone at Neilson Place that you would like to invite, please
call/text their name to Anita Froelich at 766-4692.

COME CELEBRATE HIS BIRTH
IN THE 40TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY HOLIDAY MEAL

This is a FREE HAM dinner with all the trimmings,
and everyone is welcome!

12 PM (noon) to 1:30 p.m.  Wednesday, December 25
*Doors open at 11:45 AM*

First Lutheran Church— 900 Bemidji Ave N
Please join us for a meal and fellowship.

Dinners will be delivered only to those who are homebound.

If you would like to…
Have a meal delivered
 Volunteer to deliver meals

Call Karen at 218-308-0980 by Monday, December 23 at noon

Monetary donations are welcome.
Checks may be made to Bemidji
Community Meals
Mail to: Kathy Luepke

24050 County Rd 9
Bemidji, MN 56601

Welcome to St. Philip’s!
St. Philip’s is so blessed to have the
following parish families join our
faith community this past year — as
new Catholics, new residents, newly
married couples and students. When
you see new faces at Mass, hospitali-
ty and events, please welcome them!

Robert & Beth Baird, Tanner & Jaci Baker, Julia Bernstein, Joe &
Vonda Brandl, Don & Darryle Carlson, Adam Coe, Aubrey Coe,
Jesse & Taylor Eck, Larry Eckman, Mark & Janine Faris, Ariel
Fernandez, James & Chelsea Fluey, Nick & Megan Fratzke, Eric
& Tamra Gilbertson, Daniel Gordon & Kathleen Tesar, Katelyn
Haaland, James Hodges, Ryan & Clara Hussmann, Janet Iverson,
Adam & Danielle Johnson, Dale & Jan Johnson, Michael &
Diana Kopczyk, Chris & Brandi Lahn, Sean Lienemann, Dawn
Lockman & Jason Martin, Paul & Amy Mathiowetz, Kathleen
McKinstra, Haley Mertens, Seth & Ashley Metcalf, John & Ann
Miesen, Abby Neis, Brandon & Tori Newhouse, Alexander
Overlay, Connie Pitcher, Scott & Melissa Ragels, Andrew &
Kendra Rook, Mike & Tina Stearly, Connor & Mary Sullivan,
Danielle Tighe, Andra Vaughn, and Bazil & Hanna Zuehlke.

St. Jude’s Circle Meeting
St. Jude’s Circle Christmas Party will be held on Thursday,
December 3 at 11:30 AM, at Countryside West Restaurant.
All ladies of the parish are welcome to join us for fellowship.
If you have any questions please contact Alice LaCoursiere
at 751-3127 or Bev Kraft at 751-2074.

If you can volunteer for the following…
Tuesday, December 24 (prep) 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Wednesday, December 25:
 (Kitchen/Dining Room/Final Cleanup)
Various shifts between 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Call Jeff at 218-308-0980 to volunteer

Just a reminder that the “Tubs of Christmas
Love” are due back to the church by Monday
December 9th. This will ensure they can be
delivered in time before Christmas. Thank you
for participation!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Help Wanted at St. Philip’s
Maintenance/Custodial Worker

Join a team responsible for cleaning, organizing, maintain-
ing and repairing the physical campus and grounds. This is
a full-time position with benefits. Send resume to Deacon
Robb at rnaylor@stphilipsbemidji.org.



Wedding anniversaries are posted to
honor the marriage commitment and to
celebrate with our parish families. If this

information is incorrect, please call
the Parish Office, 444-4262.

ST. PHILIP’S SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
We are grateful and thankful for St. Philip’s Parish helping to
support our school! This past week, we celebrated an early
Thanksgiving dinner in the social hall on Tuesday, gathering
with school and parish staff, students, our school council and
the construction workers who were working on our new addi-
tion that day.

We are looking for substitute teachers and paras. If interested,
call Principal Jana Norgaard at 444-4938.

Upcoming school events:
● Mon., Dec. 2: Math Counts Meet at Bemidji Middle School.

● Wed. Dec 4: All School Mass. Mass Mins.: Mrs. Swartz’s 8th
graders. Music Mins.: Ms. Mickayla Johnson’s 5th graders.

● Fri., Dec. 6: 2nd Quarter Mid-Terms. 1st Oral Round of Geog-
raphy Bee for 4th-8th grades. 1:30 PM in church.

● Mon., Dec. 9: All School Mass. 8:40 AM. (No All School Mass
on Wednesday this week.)

● Tues., Dec. 10: School Council Meeting in St. Kateri Rm. 6:30
PM.

● Wed., Dec. 11: Wednesday Pre-K/KPREP Christmas Program
at 10:00 AM in Social Hall.

● Thurs., Dec. 12: Thursday Pre-K/KPREP Christmas Program at
10:00 AM in Social Hall.

● Fri., Dec. 13: Day of Grace. (More info to come.)
● Mon., Dec. 16: FWTF Dinner Theatre. 6:00 PM in Mrs. Swartz’s

Classroom.
● Wed., Dec. 18: St. Philip’s School Christmas Program. 1:30 PM

& 6:30 PM. All School Mass. Mass Ministers: Mrs. Hunsberger’s
7th graders. Music Ministers: Staff

● Fri., Dec. 20-Sun. Jan. 5th: Christmas Vacation. (School re
sumes Mon., Jan. 6th.)

“The direct interruption of the generative process already be-
gun and, above all, all direct abortion, even for therapeutic
reasons, are to be absolutely excluded as lawful means of reg-
ulating the number of children.” ~Pope St. Paul VI, Humanae
Vitae (On the Regulation of Birth), 14.

NEXT ST. PHILIP’S PRAYER HOUR AT PLANNED PARENTHOOD:
Saturday, December 21 from 10-11 AM.  Questions call 218-
368-9019
*Cold weather rule:  If the temperature and/or wind chill value is be-
low zero, consider the event as cancelled.

LOCAL BAZAARS ETC...
St. Joseph’s Annual Soup & Sandwich Lunch.
Friday, Dec 6 (10:30 AM to 1 PM). Holiday bake sale, silent
auction, crafts,  & raffle. Free will offering. Event benefits St.
Joseph’s Faith Formation Program. St. Joseph’s, 215 Central
Street W, Bagley, MN.

Why I Am Pro-Life…
Four words: THOU SHALT NOT KILL. If I am a Christian, I agree
to follow the ways of Christ and this directive comes from Him.

Michelle Oie
Member All Saints Parish
Brainerd, MN

December:
1- Shane & Patty Fricke, 40 yrs.

Dick & Bernadette Lehmann
2- Richard & Mary Chernugal

Steve & Kay Motzko
3- Everette & Liz Johnson

Jim & Carol Perish
5- Bob & Jan Maas, 52 yrs.

Tim & Sandy Reitmeier
7- Steve & Cathy Lalli
8- Greg & Kim Nei, 25 yrs.

Dan & Anissa O’Brien
10- John & Monika Neumann
11- Greg & Karen Hommerding, 54 yrs.

Jeff & Cindy Dudley
13- Jerry & Barb Fisher, 40 yrs.
15- Al & Kim Monger
17- Chuck & Carey Cole, 25 yrs.

Matt & Celeste Stalberger, 25 yrs.
18- Leo & Eileen Gothman, 55 yrs.

Ernie & Karen Johnson, 58 yrs.
Dennis & Hazel LaCroix

19- Ed & Tonia Henry
20- Tim & Colleen Falk
21- James & Susan Schmitt
24- Jeff & Nancy Long
27- Bill & Pat Kelly, 61 yrs.
28- Alex & Ardell Nadesan, 59 yrs.

Federico & Romie Tinsay, 25 yrs.
29- Doug & Louise Gish

David & Jean Olderman, 63 yrs.
David & Diane Kucera
Mary & Mary Yerbich, 40 yrs.
Brian & Alison Murphy
Bruce & Lynette Anderson
Tony & Camille Moreno
Travis & Callie Johnson, 1 yr.

30- Jim & Patty Burdick
Terry & Mary Seitz
Rick & Tanya Lillemo, 30 yrs.
Louis & Deanna Pfann, 58 yrs.
Myke & Danielle Stittsworth
Cody & Blake Erickson, 2 yrs.

31- Tim & Cindy Serratore, 30 yrs.
Mike & Trudi Alberg, 5 yrs.
Brad & Jennifer Trask, 2 yrs.
Robert & Beth Baird



We are very blessed at St. Philip’s Faith
Formation to have people who are called

to help our children and youth grow in the
Catholic Faith. They come from many walks of
life: high schoolers, college students, adults
with children in Faith Formation and adults
who do not.  What they all have in common
is a desire to guide the children and youth
along their faith journey and to share our

faith and beliefs with them.
We are most thankful for their dedication.

Children’s Liturgy
of the Word
Elli Morin & Family
Lisa Martin
Amy Haskell
Kirsten Zachman
Sarah Haman

Preschool Sunday School
Camille Moreno
Clare Niner
Tina Stearly

Elementary
Jackie Whiting
Ashlea McMartin
Brittany Carlson
Marie Bozovsky
Tracy Blichfeldt
Katherine Pautsch
Angie Nistler
Kristen Bruley
Pete Hartmann

Middle School
Mark Studer
Angie Lauderbaugh
Abby Lauderbaugh
Matt Boell
Melissa Columbus
Jerry Young
William Schmieg
Roger Heger

It is God’s wish
that we grow in
our faith.

~St. Mother Teresa

High School
Axel Lindquist
John Peterson
Rich Marsolek
Chris Hanevold
Charity Hanevold
Stephanie Rupp
Nicole Kieson
Ashlyn Daly
Julie Maus
Kevin Erpelding
Jim Gries
Jack Barsody
Anthony Moreno
Sue Hengel
Cathy Lalli
Elizabeth Mathews
Barbara Nyberg

THE ADVENT GIVING TREE
The Giving Tree is an opportunity for adults, children,
individuals, families, or groups to do something for others
during the Advent season. Local service organizations have
provided us with lists of items that will brighten the lives of

their clients during the holiday season, and
you are invited to participate.

To do this, choose one or more of the
ornaments from the Giving Tree located
in the Narthex. Purchase the item listed on
the ornament. Do Not wrap, rather tape

the ornament to the item/items. Bring the items to the Parish
Office, no later than Monday, December 16 so that they may
be distributed during the Christmas season.

Thank you for bring a gift to Jesus.

Christmas Flowers for St. Philip’s Church
are supplied, in part, through the generous donations
given by parishioners in memory of deceased loved
ones, or in honor of the living.

If you wish to make a memorial, please use your Christmas
Flower offering envelope in your packet of envelopes.
Or, place your donation in an envelope clearly marked
Christmas Flowers. Please indicate the name of the
deceased person(s) your gift is in memory of or the name
of the living person(s) your gift is in honor of.

Place your envelope in the collection basket or turn it in to
the Parish Office as soon as possible. All memorials will be
published in the parish bulletin after the Christmas season.



1st Quarter “A” & “B”  Honor Roll
2019-2020 School Year

5th Grade "A" Honor Roll
Sean Ryan Aylesworth

Camden Ben ield
Konnor Ball

John Breczniski
Lauren Bruley

Jack Burlingame
Jacobi Burmeister-Pater

Samantha Buxton
Graham Fish
Ethan Frank

Greta Frauenholtz
Gavin Jaschke
Abigail Jenkins

Xinghan Li
Catherine Lock
Annabel Louvar

Grace Lucas
Whitney Lundeen

Evan Lundin
Henry McCrady

Mali McLean
Lauren Moreno
Jack Norgaard

Jude Nyhusmoen
Reagan Nyhusmoen
Elizabeth Peterson

Bailey Rupp
Hayden Seitz
Lucy Solheim
Elise Spaeth

Dominick St. Germain
Jill-Ann Walter

Dominick Washburn
Ella Willford

Tatum Winter

5th Grade "B" Honor Roll
Jack Okerlund

Andrew Washburn

6th Grade "A" Honor Roll
Sydney Beise

Andrew Breczinski
Kayce Chris ansen

Rylan Cole
Griffin Dewar

Gunner Ganske
Ava Haskell

Megan Johnson
Peter Mathews
Nayeli Moreno

Gabe Morin
Abby Myhrer
Dezarai Puffe

Isabella Reierson
Aus n Riewer

Benjamin Schoneck
Fenella Sommerville

Alivia Thompson
Kyleigh Velez
Taevon Welle

6th Grade "B" Honor Roll
Cal Barnes

Kolter Braunhausen
Andrew Chris anson

Kaia Christopher
Edward Froelich

Ayden Homer
Blake Orvik

Taylor Schulke
Tyler Warner

Ma hew Winkle

7th Grade "A" Honor Roll
Nyla Brower

Elizabeth Buxton
Sibley Downs

Joseph Fankhanel
Anna Frenzel
Erick Haskell

Luciana Klisch
Ella Klovstad
Max Louvar

Dylan Lundin
Samuel Maus

Addison McCrady
Markus Midgarden
Samantha Nistler

Morgan Nyhusmoen
Elena Peterson

Mollie Rupp
Ellie Solheim

Natalie Stiehm
Adair Wizner

Abigail Yerbich

7th Grade "B" Honor Roll
Zoey Headlee

Adelynn Lundberg
Sullivan Okerlund

Luke Rud
Brandon Semeliss
Spencer Semeliss

Hayden Smith
Taryn Torgerson
Lorenzo Walter

8th Grade "A" Honor Roll
Noah Bergerson

Lauren Christianson
Carter Fish

Ben Frauenholtz
Fisher Ganske
Mya Lundeen
Leo Mathews

Ryan Maki
Emma Mutnansky

Matthew Olson
Veritas Stewart

Chris Sether
Jack Swiggum
Hannah Voge
Ava Warner

8th Grade "B" Honor Roll
David Aguilera

Lauren Dow
Maggie Hartmann

Kenny Ness
Ian Spaeth

Eleanor Strand



Would you like to become involved in liturgical ministries at St. Philip’s?
Call/Email Aana Freihammer

afreihammer@stphilipsbemidji.org or call 218-441-4905.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Week of December 7/8

Sat., Dec. 7  5:30 PM

Second Sunday of Advent

Sun., Dec. 8  7:30 AM

Second Sunday of Advent

Sun., Dec. 8  9:00 AM

Second Sunday of Advent

Sun., Dec. 8  11:00 AM

Second Sunday of Advent

SACRISTAN Joanna Ferraro David Hoefer Maggie McCalip (sub req.) Jennifer Noble

LECTOR
Germaine Cheslock (1)
Joe Czapiewski (2)

Carol Schneider (1)
Cynthia Haskin (2)

Gretchen Buxton (1)
Elizabeth Buxton (2)

Elena Peterson (1)
Karen Merschman (2)

INTERCESSOR HELP NEEDED HELP NEEDED Deacon Kermit Erickson HELP NEEDED

ALTAR SERVER
Ian Spaeth
Elise Spaeth
Aidan Spaeth (Mentor)

Kiera Hoefer (Mentor)
Philip Hodapp

Peter Mathews
Andrew Washburn
Isabella Reierson

Elizabeth Peterson
Sydney Beise
Benji Schoneck

CAPTAIN Roslyn Hanson Patti Van Camp Mark Studer Don Carlson

EMHC

Jana Heger
Patty Sellon
Eileen Gothman
Cyndy Scanlan
Lynn Baird
Joanna Ferraro
Marsha Stebe

Jennifer Leisenheimer
(sub req.)

Mary Zigan
Luke Alexander
Sarah Martinka

Elizabeth Mathews
Deacon Kermit Erickson
Nicole Kieson
Alex Froelich
Sue Young
Dan Walter
Jerry Daniels
Lorie Erpelding
Kevin Erpelding

Trudy Peterson
Courtney Haskins
HELP NEEDED
John Marcum
HELP NEEDED
Renae Donaghue
HELP NEEDED
Ashlyn Daly
Pat Kelly

USHER

Dick Lehmann
Mark Moris
Dick Robinson
HELP NEEDED

James Wiltse
Jennifer Hoefer
Aaron Hoefer
Jim Schneider

Norm Ricard
Ron Arel
Mark Froelich
Zach Froelich

Hank Imsande
Tony Schussman
Bob Pohl
Don Pohl

HOSPITALITY
FELLOWSHIP

HELP NEEDED
Barbara Fitzgerald

(sub req.)
Jean Forshee
HELP NEEDED

GREETER
Marsha Stebe
Lynn Baird

Sandy Kucera
Pete Kucera

Darlene Weber
Missy Fagerstrom

Anna Glen
Stephanie Glen

INFORMATION
STATION

HELP NEEDED Karen Merschman

KC Pancake Breakfast
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