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Christ Comes to Make His Dream for Our Lives Come True December 15, 2019
At this weekend’s Masses, the color of our vestments have changed again. They changed
from green to purple at the beginning of Advent; from purple to white for the Immaculate
Conception; back to purple, and now rose!

 This change of colors is a visual symbol that Christmas is drawing ever closer.
● Just like when the sun is coming up in the very early morning, and the dark night

sky begins to glow with a pale, rose-colored light, so the color of our vestments
change from dark to light.

And, at the same time our vestments change color, the color of all of our hearts should
also be changing.

 For the first weeks of Advent, we’ve prayed about: our need for God; our sinfulness;
our helplessness in achieving life’s meaning and fulfillment that we long for.

● Today we change direction a bit. While we don’t forget about our need for the Savior,
we focus our attention more on our Savior Himself.

Christ came on the first Christmas in order to make His dream for a broken and fallen
world come true. This Christmas, He wants to come into our hearts again for the same
reason … to make His dream for each of our lives come true.
When Jesus came to earth, He met the blind, and gave them sight; the poor, and gave
them hope; the crippled, and gave them the strength to walk.
He’s started the same work in us … and He’s eager to keep working.

 We often find ourselves in the darkness of our own ignorance and selfishness. Jesus
offers us light in the teachings of His Church.

 We’re lacking in our virtues, but He fills us with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
● We’re weak … not able to pray as we should; to bear witness to others as we should;

to love others as we should. Our Lord heals and strengthens us by feeding and main-
taining us with his very body, blood and divinity in the Eucharist.

Let's ask Jesus to give us the courage to reach out from the comfort of our faith into the
darkness of a life that lacks faith … just as He left heaven to come to earth.
Christ has a dream for each one of our lives … Salvation. He’s coming to make that
dream come true. That's what He wants for Christmas, and it's within our power to give
it to Him. Let us make our hearts like little mangers, ready to receive the newborn Savior
when He comes.
Dcn. Robb Naylor



Monday, Dec 16
8:30 AM Mass: +Tom Visina

Tuesday, Dec 17
6:30 PM Mass: Neil & +Rose Gallagher Family

Wednesday, Dec 18
8:40 AM Mass: +Virginia Feneis

Thursday, Dec 19
7:00 AM Mass: +Stephen Vencel

10:30 AM Communion Service (Havenwood)
Friday, Dec 20

8:30 AM Mass: Special Intentions for Annie Stodden

Saturday, Dec 21
5:30 PM Mass: +Jessica Daigle

Sunday, Dec 22
7:30 AM Mass: For the People
9:00 AM Mass: +Agnes Carrier

11:00 AM Mass: +Glenn Gubbels
6:30 PM Mass: +Roberta Werstlein

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS
For Week of December 16 to 22

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH
Monday, Dec 16
10:00 AM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)

3:00 PM Little Flowers (Social Hall)
5:45 PM Bible Study (Social Hall)
6:00 PM Christmas Choir Rehearsal (Church)
7:00 PM Nightlights (St. Kateri Rm)
7:00 PM AA Mtg (Sch Classroom)

Tuesday, Dec 17
6:00 AM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)
5:00 PM Folk Group Practice (Church)
6:00 PM KC Mtg (Social Hall)
7:00 PM Men’s Basketball (Gym)
7:30 PM Marian Devotions (Chapel)

Wednesday, Dec 18 No Faith Formation Tonight
9:30 AM Divine Mercy Cenacle (St. Kateri Rm)
9:40 AM Rosary (Chapel)
1:00 AM School Christmas Program (Church)
6:30 PM School Christmas Program (Church)

Thursday, Dec 19
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study (St. Kateri Rm)
5:00 PM Society of St. Vincent de Paul (St. Kateri Rm)
7:00 PM Blessed Sacrament Prayer Group (Chapel)

Friday, Dec 20 No School, Parish Offices Closed Today
10:00 AM Bible Study (St. Kateri Rm)
Saturday, Dec 21
10:00 AM Prayer Hour at Planned Parenthood

4:30 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)
Sunday, Dec 22

8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)
10:15 AM Rosary (Chapel)

1:30 PM Church Decorating for Christmas
DAILY READINGS
For December 16 to 22

Monday, Dec 16
● Nm 24:2-7,117a
● Ps 25:4-5ab,6-9
● Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday, Dec 17
● Gn 49:2,8-10
● Ps 72:1-2,3-4ab,7-8,17
● Mt 1:1-17

Wednesday, Dec 18
● Jer 23:5-8
● Ps 72:1-2,12-13,18-19
● Mt 1:18-25

Thursday, Dec 19
● Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a
● Ps 71:3-4a,5-6ab,16-17
● Lk 1:5-25

Friday, Dec 20
● Is 7:10-14
● Ps 24:1-2,3-4ab,5-6
● Lk 1:26-38

Saturday, Dec 21
● Sg 2:8-14
● Zep 3:14-18a
● Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21
● Lk 1:39-45

Sunday, Dec 22
● Is 7:10-14
● Ps 24:1-2,3-4,5-6
● Rom 1:1-7
● Mt 1:18-24

SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Baptisms
Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child for
Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class. The
next session will be on January 5. Please call the Parish Office
at 444-4262 to register, to schedule a baptism, or for more
information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Pastoral Visitations
If you desire a home visit, communion for the homebound, or
the Sacrament of Anointing the Sick, call the Parish Office. We
want to be part of your life.



Total Actual Contributions
Week #23 (Weekend of 12/08/19) $13,520.37

Fiscal Year to Date
Last: $455,984.67  ~ Current: $441,209.64

Faith in Our Future Campaign
Pledged to Date: $2,725,962.70 ~ Paid to Date: $1,283,050.13

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES

Last Week's Mass Attendance
Dec 7                                 5:30 p.m. 204
Dec 8 ____     __                  7:30 a.m.                                 194
Dec 8                                 9:00 a.m.                                 287
Dec 8 11:00 a.m. 272
Dec 8 6:30 p.m. 137

St. Philip’s extends best wishes to Aaron Port and
Katelyn Haaland, who celebrated the Sacrament
of Marriage at St. Philip’s on December 7.

PARISH LIFE

THE ADVENT GIVING TREE
The Giving Tree is an opportunity for adults, children, families,
individuals, or groups to do something for others during the

Advent season. Local service organizations have
provided us with lists of items that will brighten
the lives of their clients during the holiday
season, and you are invited to participate.

To do this, choose one or more of the ornaments from the
Giving Tree located in  the Narthex. Purchase the item listed on
the ornament. Do Not wrap, rather tape the ornament to the
item/items. Bring the items to the Parish Office, no later than
Monday, December 16 so that they may be distributed during
the Christmas season.

Thank you for bring a gift to Jesus.

Winter Volunteers Needed
Quite a few Food Shelf volunteers from St. Philip’s
will be traveling to warmer weather in January,
February, March and/or April.  Replacement volun-
teers are needed to assist Food Shelf clients in
selecting food or working in the warehouse.  St.
Philip provides volunteers for morning and afternoon shifts on
the first Monday and the morning shift on the fourth Wednesday
of each month.  Each shift lasts approximately 3-1/2 hours.  If
you are available to help during these months, contact Al Noh-
ner: email, alnohner@yahoo.com; phone or text, 218-766-5488.

The local Food Shelf is the 15th busiest in Minnesota even
though Bemidji ranks as the 74th largest city in the state.  Winter
months present a challenge and potential danger for individuals
and families who are facing food insecurity. Please consider
helping during the coming cold weather.

Help Wanted at St. Philip’s
Maintenance/Custodial Worker. Join a team responsible
for cleaning, organizing, maintaining and repairing the
physical campus and grounds. This is a full-time position
with benefits. Send resume to Deacon Robb at
rnaylor@stphilipsbemidji.org.

Nightlights to Meet December 16
Nightlights, a nondenominational support group for anyone
who has a loved one with mental illness will hold its monthly
meeting Monday, December 16, 2019 at 7pm in the St. Kateri
Room St. Philips Church. With questions, call 218.444.4262.

Can you move a building?
The building that formerly housed Lakeview
Dental Clinic (603 Bemidji Avenue) is available
at no cost to anyone who is able bear the cost
and liability of moving it. A $1,000 deposit will
be required when an agreement is reached.
The deposit will be refunded when the building
is successfully removed. Contact Dcn. Robb
Naylor or Fr. Chuck Huck for more information.

Building must be removed before June 1, 2020.

Christmas Flowers for St. Philip’s Church
are supplied, in part, through the generous donations
given by parishioners in memory of deceased loved
ones, or in honor of the living.

If you wish to make a memorial, please use your Christmas
Flower offering envelope in your packet of envelopes.
Or, place your donation in an envelope clearly marked
Christmas Flowers. Please indicate the name of the
deceased person(s) your gift is in memory of or the name
of the living person(s) your gift is in honor of.

Place your envelope in the collection basket or turn it in to
the Parish Office as soon as possible. All memorials will be
published in the parish bulletin after the Christmas season.Christmas Mass Schedule

Church of St. Philip
Christmas Eve ~

Tuesday, December 24:
4:00 PM, 6:30 PM, or 10:00 PM

Christmas Day ~
Wednesday, December 25:

10:00 AM

Oh Come Let Us Adore Him”

Come Deck the Halls!
Join the St. Philip’s community to decorate for Christmas, Sun-
day December 22 from 1:30 to 5:30 PM. We will have Christmas
music, Christmas cookies, hot cider, and trees to trim! This is a
great activity for families. Children must be accompanied by an
adult. Come and help prepare for the coming of Jesus. Sign up
using the link below or call 441-4905.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0844ABAF2AA5FF2-decorate



Blessed Sacrament Prayer Group
Come to the Chapel on the first and third Thursdays of every
month at 7 PM to take part in charismatic prayer with music.
All are invited to participate!

If everything remains on schedule, we are excited to announce
our move-in date to our new addition will be next Thursday and
Friday!

Our 2019 St. Philip’s K-8th grade Christmas Program will be on
Wednesday, December 18 at 1:00 (note the time change) & 6:30
PM. Everyone is invited to attend.

Congratulations to our KPREP and Pre-K classes on a wonderful,
well done job on their Christmas programs this last week.

Upcoming school events:
● Mon., Dec. 16: FWTF Dinner Theatre. 6:00 PM in Mrs. Swartz’s

Classroom.

● Wed., Dec. 18: St. Philip’s School Christmas Program. 1:30 PM
& 6:30 PM. All School Mass. Mass Ministers: Mrs. Hunsberger’s
7th graders. Music Ministers: Staff

● Fri., Dec. 20-Sun. Jan. 5: Christmas Vacation. (School resumes
Mon., Jan. 6)
● Wed., Jan. 8: All School Mass. Mass Ministers: Mrs. Snell’s 7th

graders. Music Ministers: Staff.

● Fri., Jan. 10: Final Round of Geography Bee for 4th-8th grades
in the Church. Time to be determined.

● Fri., Jan 17: NET Retreat for 7th & 8th Graders. Held at St.
Philip’s. 9 AM- 3 PM.
● Mon., Jan 20: No School. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
●  Fri., Jan. 24th: End of 2nd Term.
● Sun.-Fri., Jan. 26th-31st: Catholic School Week.

● Wed., Jan. 29: All School Mass. Mass Ministers: Mr. Morris’ 5th
graders. Music Ministers: Mrs. Graham’s 3rd graders.

● Thurs., Jan. 30: St. Philip’s School Information Night. 7:00 PM.

ST. PHILIP’S SCHOOL HAPPENINGS

Why I Am Pro-Life…
There is a real peril facing our country right now, and it is

the killing of innocent people- by the millions!- aka abortion.
Why, we must ask, is America aborting its children?  We have
become a post-Christian society and when God is kicked out,
the devil enters in.  I want to help turn this situation around-
bring God back into our society and kick the devil out.  Here
are some tips to help us bring God back into our society on
the family level:  Teach your children to treat their bodies like
the temple of the Holy Spirit that they are. Teach them to be
proud of their purity, their dignity, and self-control.  Teach
them chastity; St Pope John Paul II said ‘if you want charity,
teach chastity’, and read the encyclical, Humanae Vitae, by St.
Pope Paul VI.  And definitely teach your children to avoid all
forms of artificial contraception.  Not only are they bad for
one’s health, but they are a complete rejection of God’s will.
Contraception stops and undoes what the marriage act was
meant to do. It destroys the nature of the act and kicks God
out of the relationship. Only Natural Family Planning (NFP)
can be used to naturally and properly space children.  NFP
strengthens the marriage relationship and lets His Love flour-
ish in our families.

Elizabeth Upgren
St. Gianna’s Group
St. Philip’s Catholic Church, Bemidji

COME CELEBRATE HIS BIRTH
IN THE 40TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY HOLIDAY MEAL

This is a FREE HAM dinner with all the trimmings,
and everyone is welcome!

12 PM (noon) to 1:30 p.m.  Wednesday, December 25
*Doors open at 11:45 AM*

First Lutheran Church— 900 Bemidji Ave N
Please join us for a meal and fellowship.

Dinners will be delivered only to those who are homebound.

If you would like to…
Have a meal delivered
 Volunteer to deliver meals

Call Karen at 218-308-0980 by Monday, December 23 at noon

If you can volunteer for the following…
Tuesday, December 24 (prep) 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Wednesday, December 25:
 (Kitchen/Dining Room/Final Cleanup)
Various shifts between 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Call Jeff at 218-308-0980 to volunteer

Monetary donations are welcome.
Checks may be made to Bemidji
Community Meals
Mail to: Kathy Luepke

24050 County Rd 9
Bemidji, MN 56601

Retrouvaille Marriage Help
Thinking about Separation or Divorce? Hurting? Angry? Feel
helpless? Retrouvaille is a lifeline for troubled marriages. Cou-
ples learn the tools to rediscover each other and heal their
marriage. 100% confidential.

When: Jan 31 - Feb 2, 2020
Where: Dakota Ridge Best Western Hotel, Eagan, MN

800-470-2230; info@tcr-mn.org; www.helpourmarriage.org

MARK THE CALENDAR
2020 January March for Life

(Recognizing 47 years of legalized abortion in the U.S.)
Saturday, January 18, 2020 ~ 12 Noon

Beltrami County Court House

3RD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH PRAYER HOUR AT PLANNED
PARENTHOOD:  Next Saturday, December 21 from 10-11 AM.
Questions call 218-368-9019

*Cold weather rule:  If the temperature and/or wind chill value is
below zero, consider the event as cancelled.

“You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, because
the coming of the Lord is at hand.” ~James 5:8
Patience is another one of those things many of us struggle
with. We want things to go according to our plan and our
schedule. Any change brings anxiety and fear. Through daily
prayer we better align ourselves with God’s will and His plan,
which is far better than anything we can come up with on
our own.



Would you like to become involved in liturgical ministries at St. Philip’s?
Call/Email Aana Freihammer

afreihammer@stphilipsbemidji.org or call 218-441-4905.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Week of December 21/22

Sat., Dec. 21  5:30 PM
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sun., Dec. 22  7:30 AM
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sun., Dec. 22  9:00 AM
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sun., Dec. 22  11:00 AM
Fourth Sunday of Advent

SACRISTAN Joanna Ferraro Jennifer Leisenheimer Megan Kvidt Maryhelen Chadwick

LECTOR
Roger Heger (1)
Aaron Heger (2)

Sharon Zarrett (1)
Judy Stai (2)

Cory Gish (1)
HELP NEEDED (2)

Emily Vincent (1)
Laura Hansen (2)

INTERCESSOR Cheryl Christlieb Cynthia Haskin (sub req.) Deacon Kermit Erickson Carol Rettinger

ALTAR SERVER
Kolter Braunhausen
HELP NEEDED
Dominic St. Germain

Joshua Arel
Kiera Hoefer (Mentor)

Miles Gish
Macey Gish (Mentor)
Sam Gish

Benji Schoneck
Matthew Winkle
Lauren Moreno

CAPTAIN Betty Lindy Sharon Zarrett Stephanie Downey Susie Balstad

EMHC

Jana Heger
Mary Dufault
Mary Jo Christenson
Heidi Hiscock
Lisa Freise
HELP NEEDED
Joanna Ferraro

Cynthia Haskin (sub req.)
Joan Klobe
Sarah Martinka
Barry Karpinski

George Whalen
Suzi Whalen
Ashlyn Daly
Theresa Steele
Stephen Steele
David Liedl
Deacon Kermit Erickson
Katie Boell
HELP NEEDED

Jennifer Noble
Gary Marsh
Marilyn Marsh
Carol Rettinger
HELP NEEDED
Abby Aylesworth
HELP NEEDED
Trudy Peterson
HELP NEEDED

USHER

Dave Hiscock
Dick Lehmann
HELP NEEDED
HELP NEEDED

James Wiltse
Aaron Hoefer
Jennifer Hoefer
David Hoefer

Ayden Homer
Frank Homer
Nick Yavarow
Bob Schlichting

Mike Doty
HELP NEEDED
Will Christainson
Josh Christianson (sub
req.)

HOSPITALITY/
FELLOWSHIP

Coleen Wiltse
Angela Ness

Mickie Coe
Rick Coe
Lorie Erpelding
Kevin Erpelding

Jean Louvar
Gary Marsh
Marilyn Marsh
HELP NEEDED

GREETER
John Freise
Lisa Freise

Georgine Casement
Lloyd Holy

Maci Boell
Donna Welter (sub req.)

Wanda Doty
Nancy Lauderbaugh

INFORMATION
STATION

Suzi Whalen HELP NEEDED
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