St. Philip’s Church

218-444-4262
www.stphilipsbemidji.org

Parish Staff

Pastor:

Fr. Chuck Huck 441-4901
Parochial Vicar:

Fr. Bryan Kujawa 441-4902
Deacon/Bookkeeper:

Deacon Kermit Erickson 441-4903
Deacon/Parish Administrator:

Deacon Robb Naylor 441-4904

Director of Stewardship & Development:

Maryhelen Chadwick 441-4906
Director of Music & Liturgy:
Aana Freihammer 441-4905

Director of Preschool & Elementary Faith
Formation/Safe Environ. Coordinator:
Kris Jensen 441-4944
Director of Youth Ministry/Middle &
High School Faith Formation:
Luke Alexander
Director of Campus Ministry &
Adult Formation:
Nancy Goodman

441-4908

441-4907

Parish Office Coordinator:

Tammy Johnson 441-4900

Facility Maintenance Supervisor:
Larry Mack

Maintenance Support Staff:
Brad Arel
Jim Shaw

St. Philip’s School Staff
218-444-4938

Principal:
Jana Norgaard ext. 4941
School Office Staff:
Stephanie Glen 441-4940
Kerry Frauenholtz 441-4942
Rachel Midgarden 441-4943

Sister Parish
St. Charles Pennington
Saturday at 4:00 PM
(Memorial weekend to Labor Day)

Newman Catholic Ministries
BSU/NWTC
All sacramental events take place at
St. Philip’s Church.

St. Philip’s Clothing Depot
218-444-3835
Tues through Sat « 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM
Manager:
Norma Himmelright
Assistant Manager:
Shirly Curtis

Spiritual Direction

Tamara Moore
spiritualdirection@stphilipsbemidji.org

Diocese of Crookston
Victim Assistance Coordinator:

Cindy Hulst, LSW

218-281-7895

To Accomplish God's Work

ST. PHILIP'S CHURCH

702 Brrrras Ave. NW, Besapn, MN s66or
218-444-4262

email: rector@stphilipsbemidiji.org

Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room December 22, 2019

As some of you know, my family and | are in the process of moving. We spent tor-
turous days cleaning, packing, purging, and hiding every stray toy, blanket, and clothing.
We were overwhelmed with our piles of junk, and random boxes we’ve saved for years. By
the time we were done, our house looked so put together and organized. Some rooms even
looked like a magazine cover. We loved our house before, but now everything looked even
better! We even felt like we could have people come over (GASP!) After a while, though,
our home felt uncomfortable, even fake. Our home had become almost too perfect. | began
to feel like we had to “hide our life’ in order to have someone come into our life. Our per-
fect house gave the impression that we were perfect, and kept everything tidy, but the truth
is that we live with dirty clothes, toys on the floor, we normally even have dishes in the
sink. Why is it that we had to hide every aspect of our imperfections in order to feel com-
fortable having someone over to our house?

At Christmas, we celebrate the coming of Christ as a baby. Think for a minute how bi-
zarre that sentence is—"Christ became a baby, a human.”” God became fully and complete-
Iy man. This theological truth is the incarnation. Since the fall of Adam, humanity has been
waiting for the one foretold by the prophets. The prophet Isaiah reveals that he would be
called ‘Emmanuel’ meaning ‘God with us.” Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s revelation by becoming
fully man at Christmas. This dual nature of Jesus tells us two things- because God is divine,
he knows everything in our lives—our joys, temptations, failures, shortcomings. Because
he was fully human, he knows what it feels like to struggle as a human.

Romano Guardini writes: “Jesus was no cold Superman—~he was more human than any
of us. Entirely pure, unweakened by evil, he was loving and open to the core. His ardor,
truth, sensitivity, power, capacity for joy and pain were unlimited, and everything that hap-
pened to him happened in the immeasurableness of his divinity.”

Christmas celebrates Christ coming into our lives. We do not have to keep our hearts
closed off to him until we perfectly tidied our hearts. On the contrary, we can’t get the
house clean without His grace coming into our lives. Christ has done it all and been through
it all, so we do not have to hide our shame, we don’t have to hide our dirty laundry or the
dust, we can honestly and openly open wide the doors of our hearts and let him deep inside
our struggles. He knows we (and our homes) are not perfect and he loves us completely
despite the messiness. Christmas celebrates the theological truth that God is not a self-
righteous deity condemning the world from a throne in the sky but wants to intimately be
a part of our lives, this is where the grace begins. “The eternal and infinite God immersed
himself in human finiteness, in his creature, to bring back man and the whole of creation
to himself.” (Pope Benedict, General Audience 1/9/2013)

On behalf of our family and all the staff at St. Philip’s, Merry Christmas! | pray that you
have the profound experience of the incarnational Christ in your hearts.

Blessings,
Aana Freihammer

Your Parish Representatives:

Parish Council Members: Ben Baird, Anita Froelich, Jim Gorham, Cynthia Haskin, Rich Marsolek, Elizabeth
Mathews, Sophia Morin, Mary Scofield, Tracie Walter

Finance Council Members: Jeff Cwikla, Amy Haskell, Claude Sand
School Council Members: Will Beise, Erin Curran, Sarah Haman, Christine Louvar, Trudy Peterson, Scott Winter
Trustees: Kevin Erpelding, Maggie McCalip
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS
. ForWekof Deesnber23to29  THIS WEEKINTHE PARUH

Monday, Dec 23 Monday, Dec 23
8:30 AM Mass: +Dale Scherber 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM Parking Lot Sale

10:00 AM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)
4:30 PM LifeTeen Band Practice (Church)
6:00 PM Christmas Choir Rehearsal (Church)
7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Tuesday, Dec 24
No Adoration Today
Parish Offices Close at Noon

Tuesday, Dec 24 Christmas Eve
4:00 PM Mass: +Tony & Marie Todavich
6:30 PM Mass: For the People

10:00 PM Mass: +Lucille Buretta Culshaw

Wednesday, Dec 25 Christmas Day
10:00 AM Mass: +Fr. Don Braukmann

Thursday, Dec 26 8:30 AM to Noon Parking Lot Sale
No Daily Mass Today . . 5:00 PM Christmas Choir Rehearsal (Music Rm)
10:30 AM Communion Service (Neilson Place)

ridny Dec o9 Wednesday, Dec 25 Merry Christmas!
Friday, Dec e/
rida ec Thursday, Dec 26

8:30 AM Mass: +Mary Books Parish Offices Opens at 12:30 PM

Saturday, Dec 28 )
. -
5:30 PM Mass: For the People Friday, Dec 27

Sunday, Dec 29 Saturday, Dec 28
7:30 AM Mass: +Edna Eide 4:30 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)

9:00 AM Mass: Special Intentions for Bob & Rachel Mack 6:30 PM Farewell to Aana (Social Hall

11:00 AM Mass: +Gurine Brune Sunday, Dec 29
6:30 PM Mass: Special Intentions for Forgiveness 8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel) .
10:00 AM Farewell to Aana (Social Hall)
DAILY READINGI 10:15 AM Rosary (Chapel)
Monday, Dec 23 Friday, Dec 27 Ckws{:mas Magg SC%GJUE
e Mal 3:1-4,23-24 e1Jn1:1-4 ..
e Ps 25:4-5ab,8-9,10,14 o Ps 97:1-2,5-6,11-12 C%UT,CJ” oF St. Der‘lp
e Lk 1:57-66 e Jn 20:1a,2-8
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e Ps 89:2-3,4-5,27,29 e Ps 124:2-3,4-57cd-8 ® vesaay, |jecember 24
o Lk 1:67-79 e Mt 2:13-18 4:00 PM, 6:30 PM, or 10:00 PM
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e Jn 1:1-18 e Mt 2:13-15,19-23 10:00 AM .
Thursday, Dec 26
o Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 % Sé, 9% %
® Ps 31:3cd-4,6,8ab,16bc,17 % % |
o Mt 10:17-22 |
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_ 11 St. Philip’s extends best wishes to Aaron Port and
i Zfimw’ Katelyn Haaland, who celebrated the Sacrament
of Marriage at St. Philip’s on December 7.
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St. Philip’s extends condolences to the families )
of Helen Russell and Roberta Rice Gustafson, f‘"w
sister of Judy Stai . May she find rest and peace, 5’ i é{?ﬂl
and may her family find comfort in God's love. ¢ ym 2 -
Baptisms

Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child for
Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class. The
next session will be on January 5. Please call the Parish Office

at 444-4262 to register, to schedule a baptism, or for more
information.

Marriages

Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Pastoral Visitations

If you desire a home visit, communion for the homebound, or
the Sacrament of Anointing the Sick, call the Parish Office. We
want to be part of your life.

%

THE ADVENT GIVING TREE

If you have taken a tag off the Giving Tree in the Narthex,
please be sure to turn in your items to the Parish Office as
soon as possible, so they may be distributed prior to
Christmas. Thank you for bring a gift to Jesus!

Come Deck the Halls!

Join the St. Philip’'s community to decorate for Christmas, Sun-
day December 22 from 1:30 to 5:30 PM. We will have Christmas
music, Christmas cookies, hot cider, and trees to trim! This is a

great activity for families. Children must be accompanied by an
adult. Come and help prepare for the coming of Jesus. Sign up
using the link below or call 441-4905.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0844ABAF2AAS5FF2-decorate

Help Wanted at St. Philip’s

Maintenance/Custodial Worker. Join a team responsible for
cleaning, organizing, maintaining and repairing the physical
campus and grounds. This is a full-time position with benefits.
Send resume to Deacon Robb at
rnaylor@stphilipsbemidji.org.

Farewell to the Frethammer Family

Come bid farewell to Aana after the 5:30 PM Mass on Satur-
day, December 28, or Sunday, December 29 following the
9:00 AM Mass. We will miss you, Aana!

Make Us An Offer

Greetings. It is time for the cargo bins sitting in our parking
lot to go... Monday, December 23 and Tuesday morning,
December 24 (before noon) you can have your pick of the
desks, chairs, tables, shelves, and miscellaneous items for the
low cost of a donation to St. Philip’s... There are also 2 TV's in
there. Bring your car, bring your truck— we need to empty the
containers and clear the lot.
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Total Actual Contributions
Week #25 (Weekend of 12/15/19)

$15,133.99

Fiscal Year to Date
Last: $480,443.56 ~ Current: $456,343.63

Faith in Our Future Campaign
Pledged to Date: $2,725,962.70 ~ Paid to Date: $1,285,518.46

JTEWARDJSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART
Last Week's Masr Aftendance

Dec 14 5:30 p.m. 198
Dec 15 7:30 a.m. 127
Dec 15 9:00 a.m. 320
Dec 15 11:00 a.m. 275
Dec 15 6:30 p.m. 89

Can you move a building?

The building that formerly housed Lakeview
Dental Clinic (603 Bemidji Avenue) is available
™ at no cost to anyone who is able bear the cost
and liability of moving it. A $1,000 deposit will
be required when an agreement is reached.
The deposit will be refunded when the building
is successfully removed. Contact Dcn. Robb
Naylor or Fr. Chuck Huck for more information.
Building must be removed before June 1, 2020.

Christmas Flowers for st. philip's Church
are supplied, in part, through the generous donations
given by parishioners in memory of deceased loved
ones, or in honor of the living.

If you wish to make a memorial, please use your Christmas
Flower offering envelope in your packet of envelopes.

Or, place your donation in an envelope clearly marked
Christmas Flowers. Please indicate the name of the
deceased person(s) your gift is in memory of or the name
of the living person(s) your gift is in honor of.

Place your envelope in the collection basket or turn it in to
the Parish Office as soon as possible. All memorials will be
published in the parish bulletin after the Christmas season.

The Clothing Depot will be closed from Sunday, December 29
until Thursday, January 2 for the Christmas holiday. They will

be open for business on Friday, January 3. Thank you for your
continued patronage in the new year!

Retrouvaille Marriage Help
Thinking about Separation or Divorce? Hurting? Angry? Feel
helpless? Retrouvaille is a lifeline for troubled marriages. Cou-
ples learn the tools to rediscover each other and heal their
marriage. 100% confidential.
When: Jan 31 - Feb 2, 2020
Where: Dakota Ridge Best Western Hotel, Eagan, MN

800-470-2230; info@tcr-mn.org; www.helpourmarriage.org
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A Pro-Life Christmas Reflection
by Fr. Frank Pavone, Priests for Life

“Truly He taught us to love one another. His law is love, and
His gospel is peace. Chains shall He break, for the slave is our
brother, and in His name all oppression shall cease” (O Holy
Night).

In the name of the newborn Christ, the oppression of our
unborn children will cease.

Prayer: Lord, may the joy of Your birth give us the strength
to be more active than ever in the pro-life cause for You are
Lord forever and ever.

He has anointed Me...to let the oppressed go free. ~Luke 4:18

The Gift

The season of Thanksgiving is over, but our
gratitude and thankfulness should be without end.
We are now entering a season that celebrates the
greatest gift we have ever received and our hearts
should be overflowing with expressions of awe and
gratefulness. What an amazing gift — the love of
God manifested in the form of an infant — the most
humble, vulnerable state of life. Yet also the most
unassuming, unpretentious evidence, that God
wanted this child to be a clear revelation of His
desire to come simply to each of us.

Throughout this life of God Incarnate, lessons of
humility and obedience and great love surrounded
this child into adulthood. He was God yet He lived
a life of service; whether or not the individual
deserved this generosity. The gift of Divine Love
was available to each person who came in contact
with the Lord, yet not all accepted His Presence.

How remarkable that the perfect gift of love—
Jesus—was denied, rejected, unbelieved. How many
people today still deny the gift? Instead of accepting
this great Love from God with open hands and
hearts, many are closed off to acceptance from a
myriad of reasons. Perhaps the world with all of its
baggage has lead to distrust, or a suspicious caution
that the gift is too good to be true. The gift of a love
that is unconditional cannot be believed or accepted.
Yet each and every year, we celebrate this season of
light and giving — why?

Perhaps there is a hope in each of us that this
great Lover of our souls really does exist and that
the promise made over 2000 years ago is possible.
That this gift of God will shine greater than the
Love of the Christ child will pull us in. For that is
the beauty of unconditional love — it is patient —
and it is without end!

Merry Christmas ~ Jeanne Jaeger

COME CELEBRATE HIS BIRTH

IN THE 40TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY HOLIDAY MEAL

This is a FREE HAM dinner with all the trimmings,
and everyone is welcome!

12 PM (noon) to 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 25
*Doors open at 11:45 AM*
First Lutheran Church— 900 Bemidji Ave N

Please join us for a meal and fellowship.
Dinners will be delivered only to those who are homebound.

If you would like to...
» Have a meal delivered
» Volunteer to deliver meals

Call Karen at 218-308-0980 by Monday, December 23 at noon

If you can volunteer for the following...
Tuesday, December 24 (prep) 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Wednesday, December 25:
» (Kitchen/Dining Room/Final Cleanup)
» Various shifts between 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Call Jeff at 218-308-0980 to volunteer

Monetary donations are welcome.
Checks may be made to Bemidiji
Community Meals

Mail to: Kathy Luepke
24050 County Rd 9
Bemidji, MN 56601

Many thanks to all the family and friends of our students who

came to watch the Christmas program on Wednesday! A great

job was done by all, now they can enjoy their Christmas break.

Upcoming school events:

e Wed.,, Jan. 8: All School Mass. Mass Ministers: Mrs. Snell's 7th
graders. Music Ministers: Staff.

e Fri, Jan. 10: Final Round of Geography Bee for 4th-8th grades
in the Church. Time to be determined.

e Wed,, Jan. 15: All School Mass. Mass Ministers: Mrs. Sanden'’s
6th graders. Music Ministers: Mr. Johnson'’s 4th graders.

e Fri, Jan. 17: NET Retreat for 7th & 8th Graders. Held at St.
Philip’s. 9 AM- 3 PM.
e Mon,, Jan. 20: No School. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

e Wed.,, Jan. 26: All School Mass. Mass Ministers: Mrs. Larsen’s
6th graders. Music Ministers: Mr. Wavrin's 4th graders.

e Fri, Jan. 24th: End of 2nd Term.

e Sun, Jan. 26: All School Mass. Mass Ministers: 3rd-5th graders.

e Sun.-Fri, Jan. 26th-31st: Catholic School Week.

e Wed.,, Jan. 29: All School Mass. Mass Ministers: Mr. Morris’ 5th
graders. Music Ministers: Mrs. Graham'’s 3rd graders.

e Thurs,, Jan. 30: St. Philip's School Information Night. 7:00 PM.

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had com-
manded him and took his wife into his home.”” ~Matthew 1:24

Putting our complete trust in the Lord without expecting anything
in return. Striving to put God first in all things and follow Him
wherever He may lead us. As we prepare for the birth of our Lord,
pray for the strength and courage to be a model of discipleship,
just as Joseph was.



MINL/TRY SCHEDULE
. \Weekof December2g/2o

Sat., Dec., 28 5:30 PM Sun., Dec., 29 7:30 AM Sun., Dec., 29 9:00 AM Sun., Dec., 29 11:00 AM
Feast of the Holy Family Feast of the Holy Family Feast of the Holy Family Feast of the Holy Family
SACRISTAN Flavia Sagedahl Dan Shea Joe Bofferding HELP NEEDED
James Hodges (1) Carol Schneider (1) (sub KC Volunteer Ernie Rall (1)
LECTOR Flavia Sagedahl (2) req.) KC Volunteer Mary Lou Peters (2)
Sue Bruns (2)
INTERCESSOR Germaine Cheslock Darla Sathre Ben Baird Marcia Fivizzani
Aidan Spaeth (Mentor) Abby Myhrer John Breczinski Sydney Beise
ALTAR SERVER | Elise Spaeth Erin Myhrer (Mentor) Dominick Washburn Mali McLean
lan Spaeth Elizabeth Buxton Annabel Louvar
CAPTAIN Deborah Millard Mike Wavrin Ed Daigle Don Carlson
Patty Sellon Mary Zigan Doug Gish Pat Kelly
Eileen Gothman Joanna Myhrer Mike Hougen Courtney Haskins
Kell Lovell Shirley Skon Joe Bofferding Kimberley Gourneau
Deacon Robb Naylor Joyce Berg Zach Froelich Renae Donaghue
EMHC Joe Krotzer Thomas Kern Cathy Lalli
Jess Krotzer HELP NEEDED John Marcum
Cyndy Scanlan HELP NEEDED Kelly Marcum
HELP NEEDED Gary Johnson
HELP NEEDED Rebecca Gieske
Dick Robinson HELP NEEDED Ron Arel Don Pohl
USHER Mark Moris Jim Schneider (sub req.) Norm Ricard Bob Pohl
HELP NEEDED Bob Skon Mark Froelich Hank Imsande
Michael Taviani Gary Bruns David Maus Tony Schussman
Vi Hendricks Tony Nistler Jean Forshee (sub req.)
HOSPITALITY Ron Hendricks Ed Daigle Karen Schaar
FELLOWSHIP Gerri Daigle Maureen Holmstrom
Bob Aitken Neal Holmstrom
GREETER Kathy LeMoine HELP NEEDED Becky Haskell Mary Kinsella
Lois Jenkins Patricia Hadrava Jim Haskell Jan Busch
INFORMATION HELP NEEDED Gary & Vicky Johnson
STATION

Would you like to become involved in liturgical ministries at St. Philip’s?

Call/Email Aana Freihammer
afreihammer@stphilipsbemidiji.org or call 218-441-4905.
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FUNEREL HME & CREMATHON SERVICE

Kirk & Micheie Malkowstl, Owners
3330 Irvine Ave MW 751-3159
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Contact Deacon Kermirt

at (218) 444-4262

St. Philip’s Clothing Depot

Cowner of 8th 81 & Belivoni Ave. = Bemidi

1 FIRST NATIONAL
BANK BEMIDJI
www.Inbbemidji.com

BEMIDJI

CHRYSLER CENTER

T35 Pl Bumaun D = Bomidil

7514006 = |-877-755-5537

ENIGHTS OF COLUNRBUS

Bemidyi Council 1544

Dan Yoxs
Crrand Knight 556-3667

Damel Shea, F 5

FRONTIER ELECTRIC

LRL VTR

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
Licensed - Bonded - lnsured
Jelf Frenzel, Owner
215-766- 7788

PLEASE REMEMBER
to include St. Philip’s in your
will or estate plan. Wonder
how? Call Fr. Chuck
at 441-4901,
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SECURITY

Bam Erveui DOWNS
BAN K INSURANCE AGENCY
Jermy Downs

Here fFor ‘392&..

www. SecurityBankusa.com

(218) 751-T73T
In front of the Mall
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Beautiful Skin Starts Here

Arrow Prinling Inc.
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Far all your printing needs!

751-1564  751-4441
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Haskell Law

Firm, ruc
James W, Haskell. Attorney “_SURVEYING, INC.
?q l_éﬂﬁl] LICENSED LAND BURVETORS

218-751-5898
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Saumndra J. Melean_ Fmancial Associgte
£23 Z3nd Street NW - Beamidii, MN 55601
21B-344-3190
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SPARKY'’S G
CONSTRUCTION %
INC.

Excavating Contractor

444 8181
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LICENSED - BONDED - INSUNRED
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTINE RETWOEXMNG &
TELECOMMUNBCETIONS « 242-751-1620

10330 IVINE ANE. W NEMEC TR

Safes » Rekeying » Hardware

The helpful place,
791-1506 = Bemidfi, MN

wnw dondefingerbemidji.com
Dondelinger
Bemidji, MN
(218) 751-1220
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“The Finesl i Cakes, Pastres & Beeogds™

AU Muwrots Ao

Bk, Micawota 55500 E1E 7552015

"4

“clarity glass

RESIDENTIAL « OOMMERCIAL

ﬁﬁﬁ

Diveam with
your eyes apen.

The Snider Team

Al Snider 556-0777
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SLIM'S

BAR ¢\ GRILL

A great place for a great burger!
142 Anne 5t KW liza Freise-Manager

[Bemidii. MN 56601 218-444-5LIM

g Sue Snider 556-749
¥ Paul Snider 556-2098
Sonia Snider 407-1876
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Nei Bottling, Inc.

For ALL Your Cinorese
Coniracier: & B Mo Fowrad™ Prblic

Hailding Meeds
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Charlie YWard
i 1T ]

OYERHEAD DOOR -
GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS
218.766.256%
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1 1-BO0-T00-1 228

Dickinson Realtors

www.century21dickinson.com
Emall us at 2 1dknsndpaulburyan. net
1085 Paul Bunyan Or NW, Bemidji, M 56601
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COMMUNICATIONS

TV | INTERNET | PHONE

444.1234 PAULBUNYAN.MET

lony's Body shop, Inc.

Comaglete Caliizion Repair

Touchless Wash

KENNY'’S
%

Your Foil Sarace Sinfon |
223 B=mid)l Ave. THT-3408
Alnr & Karen Merschvman

Exgrps 178

<3 "\
/ H Tony Mistier
-444-H ' pep 586.2825 (shop)
i SNDA 3 / S 766.4210 [cell)
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$1.00 OFF wrwnw bemidjisparicentre.com

 Richard Churivigal
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Blackduck/Bemidji Judo Club
Sensei Jerry Young
218-243-2858
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Contact Deacon Kermit

at (218) 444-4262
; I:Iicl:’s Northside, Inc.
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