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CHRIST TAKES AWAY OUR FEARS AND DOUBTS AND FREES US
Of all the human emotions, fear is one of the most common. From time to time,

we’re all gripped by fear. This fear can be very real and even Make us freeze-up and not
act as we should. When Jesus appeared in the midst of the disciples as they listened to
the disciples who had encountered Jesus on the road to Emmaus, they were gripped by
fear.

The risen Christ came into their midst and offered the disciples peace and reassur-
ance. To hear about Jesus appearing after His resurrection is one thing. Actually seeing
Him with one’s own eyes is way different. The evangelist John doesn’t hold back when
he describes their fear – they could barely believe it. They saw Jesus, but at first thought
it must be a ghost or a hallucination.

Yet, fear won’t have the last word. Jesus won’t permit it. He reassures the disciples
of His real presence by inviting them to examine His hands, and to touch his body,
proving He has real flesh and bones that no ghost could have. Then, He ask for food and
eats – something no ghost could ever do. But more than just dispelling the disciples’
fear, Jesus’ presence serves more purpose: it proves His resurrection; it helps the disci-
ples understand the fulfilled Scriptures; and it helps to prepare the disciples for their up-
coming mission into the world.

Jesus refers to the disciples as “witnesses” (martyrs in Greek). They are to be disci-
ples who will give everything they have to proclaim the Risen Christ. Peter becomes a
great example of this kind of change. We see in this weekend’s first reading, a way dif-
ferent Peter from the one who denied Jesus three times. Filled with the truth of the Res-
urrection and the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter is the very opposite of the former fear-
ful man. With courage he now stands before those who condemned Jesus and proclaims
him as the fulfillment of the promises of the prophets and calls them all to repentance.
In the Gospel, St. John gives us a similarly powerful message that reminds the commu-
nity of Jesus’ immense forgiveness.

So, what about us? It’s easy in our human weakness to let fear and doubt take hold
of us. Still, fear and doubt must never have the last word: Christ always finds a way to
reassure us of the truth and reality of the Resurrection, and its offer of eternal life.
We’re believers, and as such, we discover reassurance in the sacramental and liturgical
life of the Church, where we hear the Scriptures proclaimed and feel the Holy Spirit at
work. Here we encounter Christ. Here our Lord Jesus Christ takes away our fears and
doubts, and frees us to go out and share the Good News with others. Jesus has con-
quered sin and death.

The reign of fear is over. Alleluia. Let us go out and share the Good News without
fear. Alleluia.
Dcn. Robb



Monday, Apr 19
No Daily Mass

Tuesday, Apr 20
6:30 PM Communion Service

Wednesday, Apr 21
8:40 AM Communion Service

Thursday, Apr 22
8:30 AM Communion Service

Friday, Apr 23
8:30 AM Communion Service

Saturday, Apr 24
5:30 PM Mass: +Paul Kunze

Sunday, Apr 25
8:00 AM Mass: +Richard Quintas

10:00 AM Mass: +Julie Baumgartner
6:30 PM Mass: For the People

Monday, Apr 19
10:00 AM to 8:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)

7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Tuesday, Apr 20
11:30 AM Finance Council Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

3:30 PM 33 Days to Morning Glory (St. Kateri Rm)
5:00 PM 3rd Order of Carmelites (St. Elizabeth Rm)
7:00 PM Men’s Basketball (Gym)

Wednesday, Apr 21
9:30 AM Rosary (Chapel)
9:30 AM Divine Mercy Cenacle (St. Elizabeth Rm)
6:30 PM Faith Formation, Elementary grades

Thursday, Apr 22
6:00 PM Adult Faith Formation Advisory Council Mtg (Soc. Hall)

Friday, Apr 23
10:30 AM Bible Study (St. Kateri Rm)

Saturday, Apr 24
Hurley’s Religious Gifts in Narthex

9:00 AM First Eucharist Activity Morning (Social Hall)
4:00 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)

Sunday, Apr 25
Hurley’s Religious Gifts in Narthex
12:00 PM Youth Retreat (St. Elizabeth Rm, Gym)

7:30 PM Newman Club (Social Hall)
Monday, Apr 19
●  Acts 6:8-15
●  Ps 119:23-24,26-27,29-30
●  Jn 6:22-29

Tuesday, Apr 20
●  Acts 7:51—8:1a
●  Ps 31:3cd-4,6,7b,8a,17,21ab
●  Jn 6:30-35

Wednesday, Apr 21
●  Acts 8:1b-8
●  Ps 66:1-3a,4-7a
●  Jn 6:35-40

Thursday, Apr 22
●  Acts 8:26-40
●  Ps 66:8-9,16-17,20
●  Jn 6:44-51

Friday, Apr 23
●  Acts 9:1-20
●  Ps 117:1bc,2
●  Jn 6:52-59

Saturday, Apr 24
●  Acts 9:31-42
●  Ps 116:12-17
●  Jn 6:60-69

Sunday, Apr 25
●  Acts 4:8-12
●  Ps 118:1,8-9,21-23,26,28,29
●  1 Jn 3:1-2
●  Jn 10:11-18

This Week in the Parish —––—

Mass Intentions —–—–—–—–
For Week of  April 19 to 25

Daily Readings —–————–—
For Week of April 19 to 25

Sacramental Life ——————
Baptisms
Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child
for Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class.
The next class is scheduled for Sunday, May 2. Please call the
Parish Office at 444-4262 for more information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Anointing of the Sick
If you are ill or will be having surgery and would like to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick, please call the Parish Office to set
up a time to meet with Fr. Jerry or Fr. Michael.

in the Year of St. Joseph



…is returning to St. Philip’s

Do you need gifts for First Communion, Confirmation, Mother’s
Day, Father’s Day, Weddings, and Baptisms? Are you wanting
readings or religious goods to help you on YOUR path? Plan to
shop after Masses April 24 & 25. Hurley’s will send us a wide
assortment of books, Bibles, rosaries, devotionals and more
from which to choose! If you have a special request for a cer-
tain item, or if you’d like to volunteer to help with this, please
leave a message for Nancy by April 18. ngood-

Options for offertory giving:
 Deposit envelopes in boxes in the Narthex.
 Contact Deacon Kermit Erickson to set up recurring

ACH withdrawals.
 Give online at stphilipsbemidji.org.
 Give via text: Text "give" to 218-277-6444, follow link

you receive, receive a link, click "sign in" to  register for
an account, complete registration to receive a secure
PIN, select “offertory,” enter the donation amount and
payment.

Stewardship of Financial Resources

Parish Life —–—————––—

St. Philip’s Mission Statement:
To Accomplish God’s Work

Help Wanted
Parishioner seeking individual to live-in, or part time help with
male wheelchair bound senior. Transfer assistance required.
Non-smoker. Call 751-2229 if interested.

St. Philip’s School Graduates of 2021
The St. Philip’s Parent Association will provide a $250 college
scholarship to one member of the St. Philip’s School eighth
grade graduating class of 2017. The deadline to apply is April
23, 2021. For more information, please contact St. Philip’s
School or the scholarship office at your high school.

Total Actual Contributions

Week #41 (Weekends of Easter & Apr 18) $ 58,957.50

Fiscal Year to Date
Last: $801,780.64 ~ Current: $752,418.80

Faith in Our Future Campaign
Pledged to Date: $2,727,962.70 ~ Paid to Date: $2,315,717.89

2021 Diocesan Annual Appeal
Goal: $83,924.00 ~ Pledged to Date: $41,697.00 (49.68% of goal)

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

Scam Alert
Recently many parishioners have received text messages or
emails supposedly from Fr. Jerry, claiming to need your assis-
tance by purchasing gift cards. Be advised that this is a
scam, not Fr. Jerry!

Second Collection April 24/25
Next week we will take up the Catholic Home Missions Ap-
peal. Today, over 40% of dioceses in the United States and its
territories are unable to fund the essential pastoral work their
communities need. Your support of this appeal helps them meet
these faith formation and sacramental needs. Please prayerfully
consider how you can support this appeal

Holy Cross Cemetery
Our Cemetery Board would like implemented a spring and fall
cleanup at Holy Cross. This will allow those caring for the cem-
etery easier access to the markers.

With that being said, we are asking if you have loved ones
buried at Holy Cross and currently have decorations on the
gravesites, that the decorations be removed by May 1, or
they will be discarded. Decorative items can be replaced
three days before Memorial Day.

More information will be coming in future bulletins to keep
you updated on maintenance through the summer months,
and in the fall as we prepare for winter. Thank you!

Thanks to an Amazing Parish
At the end of our lives we will not be judged by how

many diplomas we have received, how much money we
have made or how many great things we have done.

We will be judged by: I was hungry and you gave me to
eat. I was naked and you clothed me. I was homeless

and you took me in.  ~Saint Mother Teresa
St. Philip’s can be judged amazing.
During the uncertain and unsettling

times of a pandemic that strained all as-
pects of our society, the families, individuals
and children of St. Philip’s stepped forward
and donated $11,239.30 to the annual
FoodShare Drive to feed the hungry.

To put the generosity of our parishion-
ers in perspective, the local Food Shelf   established a 2021
fundraising goal of $100,000 for the entire community.  This
parish achieved over 11 percent of that goal during the two
weekends leading to Easter.

The Knights of Columbus initiated the effort with a $1,000
contribution and the drive closed with $600.30 collected from
St. Philip’s School students, staff, faculty and parents.  Thanks
to them and the many members of the St. Philip’s congrega-
tion who responded so generously to ease hunger across our
region.

Al Nohner
St. Philip’s BCFS Church Council representative

The St. Philip’s Catholic Community welcomes
through the waters of baptism, Emery Toni
Skaja, daughter of Kevin & Tracy Skaja. May
she be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Congratulations and Blessings to Collin
Ophus and Marlie Ophus who received
the Sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist
this week.

Abundant Thanks!
The High School Youth Group thanks everyone who donated
goodies for Easter baskets! We had a great time putting them
together and getting them to Churches United. We ended up
making over 40 Easter Baskets with all the donations!



St. Philip’s School Happenings —

Congratulations to the following parishioners celebrating
over 50 year OR milestone anniversaries in April:

April   3- Derek & Ericka Pickett 25 years

4- Kenneth & Cheryl Coauette 57 years

12- Duane & Betty Arens 52 years

19- Vince & Mary Thoma 51 years

23- Rollie & Cory Schmit 55 years

Last Monday our Fridays with the Father students enjoyed a
Dinner Theatre put on by Mrs. Swartz, Mrs. Hengel and some
parents. The students had a chicken kiev dinner in a beautiful
atmosphere in the Social Hall and then watched the movie,
“Overcomer”.

Upcoming Events
Friday, April 23: 4th Quarter Midterms

Tuesday, May 11: 8th grade at Deep Portage for the day
Thursday, May 13: 7th grade at Deep Portage for the day

Wednesday, May 19: 6th Grade Virtual Freshwater Festival.
8:30 AM to 2 PM.

Wednesday, May 19: 4th & 5th grade track & Field Day.
Friday, May 21: last day of school for PK & K-prep

Tuesday, May 25: All School Picnic
Thursday, May 27: Last day of school; 8th grade graduation

Mass.

Vacation Bible School
August 2 - 6, 2021, 9:00 AM - Noon

In this sports-themed VBS, children
will become engaged into the LIFE
OF CHRIST with teachings from
God's Word on the Commandments,
the Beatitudes and the Fruits of the
Holy Spirit.

Registration On-Line...
Registration Forms will be available at the Parish Office after

April 26, 2021
Volunteer Forms available On-Line…

**Please Note - Age/Grade Group sizes will be limited. If the
group is full, please sign up on the waiting list.

Questions, contact Kris Jensen – 441-4944 or kjen-
sen@stphilipsbemidji.org

“Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace
be with you.’ But they were startled and frightened…”
~Luke 24:36-37
Throughout the day we have many opportunities to “see the
face of Jesus” in others and to “be the face of Jesus” to oth-
ers. Do we take that opportunity to provide “peace” to those
we encounter or are we afraid of what others will think of us
and do nothing? Pray for the strength and courage to live a
“God-centered” life and not a “self-centered” life.

Crookston Diocese celebrates Year of St.
Joseph with a  Consecration Mass Saturday,
May 1, Feast of St. Joseph the Worker. Spe-
cial recognition will be given to medical profes-
sional workers who have selflessly served those
afflicted with COVID-19. Mass will be held @
10:00 AM in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Crookston. More information can be found at
www.crookston.org/stjoseph. If interested in carpooling to
Crookston for this event, please leave a message for Nancy at
218-441-4907 or ngoodman1@stphilipsbemidji.org

Bookkeeping/Accounting Position Opening
The Parish Bookkeeper is responsible for implementing

and performing all financial and personnel recording keeping
for St. Philip’s Church of Bemidji, along with St. Charles of Pen-
nington and the Holy Spirit Newman Center. This includes all
A/R, A/P, general ledger, payroll, bank reconciliations, journal
entries, month end and year end reporting. Accurate records
must be maintained for several departments. These include the
administration, school, faith formation, hot lunch, cemetery,
clothing depot, building projects and investments. The book-
keeper also plays a vital role in budgeting and serves as a vital
resource to the pastor.

Some post high school accounting/bookkeeping education
and/or experience is required. A college degree is not neces-
sary but would be helpful. Salary offer will depend upon edu-
cation and/or experience. Position is full time and benefits are
included. We are currently looking for a June 1 start date as
current bookkeeper plans to retire June 30.

If interested in the position please mail your resume to
Dcn. Kermit Erickson, St. Philip’s Church, 702 Beltrami Ave. NW,
Bemidji, MN. 56601 or email it to kerickson@stphilipsbemidji.
org. Preference will be given to members of St. Philip’s or an-
other Roman Catholic Parish.

CROOKSTON, MINNESOTA, April 13, 2021 – It has been an-
nounced today that, after an extensive investigation, the Holy
Father, Pope Francis, asked for, and has now accepted the
resignation of Bishop Michael Hoeppner from the pastoral
governance of the Diocese of Crookston. The investigation
which led to the acceptance of Bishop Hoeppner’s resignation
arose from reports that he had at times failed to observe ap-
plicable norms when presented with allegations of sexual
abuse involving clergy of the Diocese of Crookston. The in-
vestigation was conducted pursuant to the motu proprio, Vos
estis lux mundi, which had been promulgated by the Holy
Father in mid-2019. The investigation was conducted under
the supervision of Archbishop Bernard Hebda, the Metropoli-
tan Archbishop of the Province of St. Paul and Minneapolis,
which includes the Diocese of Crookston.

At the same time that the Holy Father accepted the resigna-
tion of Bishop Hoeppner, he has also appointed the Most Rev.
Richard E. Pates, Bishop Emeritus of Des Moines, to serve as
Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Crookston until a
new bishop is designated. Bishop Pates’ appointment as Ap-
ostolic Administrator takes effect immediately.







Would you like to become involved in liturgical ministries at St. Philip’s?
Call/Email Bonnie Lee (blee1@stphilipsbemidji.org) or call 218-441-4905.

Ministry Schedule —————————————————
Week of  April 24/25 ~ Fourth Sunday of Easter in the Year of St. Joseph

Bemidji Christian Women’s Connection

Luncheon Program
Monday, April 19 at 1 PM

Eagles Club (front entrance), 1270 Neilson St SE
Feature: Nature’s Edge Garden Center

Music: Ken Wold, piano & Matthew Westlund, violin

Special Guest: Lisa Cassman, author/speaker from Brainerd, MN
“New You — New Life”

Meal & program, $13. Reservations: call Linda at 444-4709 or
Carolyn at 751-4597. Walk-ins welcome. *Masks required*

In most states, a person can be charged with double homicide
if they kill a mother and her pre-born baby.
In over a dozen states, an abortionist can receive state taxpayer
money to murder the same baby.
It’s time to restore justice and stop the killing.

Lila Rose
@LilaGraceRose
LIVE ACTION

Saturday, Apr 24
5:30 PM

Sunday, Apr 25
8:00 AM

Sunday, Apr 25
10:00 AM

Sunday, Apr 25
6:30 PM

SACRISTAN Betty Lindy Dan Shea Joe Bofferding HELP PLEASE

LECTOR 1 James Hodges Cynthia Haskin Gretchen Buxton HELP PLEASE

LECTOR 2 Aaron Heger Sue Hendricks HELP PLEASE Cheryl Larson

INTERCESSOR Deacon Robb Naylor Mark Studer Ernie Rall HELP PLEASE

ALTAR SERVER HELP PLEASE HELP PLEASE HELP PLEASE HELP PLEASE

ALTAR SERVER /
CROSS BEARER

HELP PLEASE HELP PLEASE HELP PLEASE HELP PLEASE

CAPTAIN EMHC Deborah Millard Stephanie Downey Sue Hengel HELP PLEASE

EMHC
Marleen Webb
Cyndy Scanlan

HELP PLEASE Trudy Peterson
John Marcum
Kelly Marcum

HELP PLEASE

USHER -
Main Church

Will Christianson
Josh Christianson
Lauren Christianson
Mary Jo Christenson

Troy Hendricks
Larry Mack
David Brooks
Ashlea McMartin

Bob Pohl
Don Pohl
Matthew Rud
Barbara Fitzgerald

HELP PLEASE

GREETER -
Entrance Door

Lynn Baird
Marsha Stebe

Kirsten Zachman
Lloyd Holy

John Miesen
Jan Busch

HELP PLEASE
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