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Director of Stewardship/Communication:
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Cassie & David Liedl 441-4944
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Sue Hengel 441-4944
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Brad Arel 441-4911
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Tammy Johnson 441-4900
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Brad Arel 441-4911
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Rick Dahlman
Jim Shaw.

Aaron Duncan

St. Philip’s School Staff
218-444-4938

Principal:
Jana Norgaard                        ext. 4941

School Office Staff:
Stephanie Glen 441-4940
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St. Charles Pennington
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Newman Catholic Ministries
BSU/NWTC

All sacramental events take place at
St. Philip’s Church. School year only.

St. Philip’s Clothing Depot
218-444-3835

Open 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. T, W, Th, Fri, Sat
Manager:

Norma Himmelright
Assistant Manager:

Shirly Curtis

Spiritual Direction
Tamara Moore

Please call the Parish Office for information.

December 19, 2021

Mass Times
Saturday 5:30 PM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, & 11:00 AM
Monday 8:30 AM
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Wednesday (School Mass) 8:40 AM
Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM

Reconciliation Times
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 8:45 AM, 10:30 AM
or by appointment, call 444-4262 to schedule

IN OUR MIDST
When we find out that we did well on a big test or we’re offered a job we’ve

always wanted, it’s only natural that we want to share that news with others. In
today’s Gospel, Mary and Elizabeth demonstrate that natural desire to share joy.
When the two expectant women see and hear each other, they show joy and grati-
tude … even the infant, John, leaps in Elizabeth’s womb.

While expecting a child is a miraculous experience, it’s one that can include
worry and difficulty as well. I’m sure they both women shared some difficulties as
well joys. In this way, Mary and Elizabeth teach us something about Christian
community. And … as they came closer together to share their joy, pain, and diffi-
culty … Jesus was in their midst.

Yet, from an outsider’s viewpoint, they probably looked like any other
women. If the Messiah would come, who would’ve thought He would come as
a vulnerable infant? This weekend’s first reading contains the prophecy of the
birth of the Messiah. Micah proclaims that the ruler of Israel will come from
Bethlehem. The Messiah will be born in a place of little worldly importance …
just like He will be born of a lowly virgin. Lowly in the world’s eyes, but cer-
tainly not lowly to God. Because in this way, God will establish His new cove-
nant.

God makes holy these lowly and seemingly unimportant people and places.
Through them, the Messiah is brought into the world for the salvation of all
mankind. What a joyous truth that we are invited to share. While it can be diffi-
cult to hear the call of Jesus sometimes, He’s here in our midst and has given us
the Holy Spirit to help us. The season of Advent reminds us of the joyful antici-
pation of celebrating our Messiah’s birth, and of his second coming.

And so, just like Mary and Elizabeth, we come together as a Christian fami-
ly to share in this joyful anticipation. We share our joys and accomplishments,
as well as our pains and difficulties. When we come together, we ask Jesus to be
present amidst our shared experiences. Some of us have things to celebrate. Oth-
ers carry grief in our hearts, especially as the holidays approach and serve as a
reminder of those who will not be with us this year. As a Christian community,
we are called to embrace one another to provide support … and, most especial-
ly … to share in the joy that through everything, Jesus is in our midst.

Continued Blessings for Advent,
Deacon Robb



Monday, Dec 20
8:30 AM Mass: +Ira Batchelder

Tuesday, Dec 21
6:30 PM Mass: +Marilyn Beck

Wednesday, Dec 22
8:40 AM Mass: +Souls in Purgatory

Thursday, Dec 23
8:30 AM Mass: +Tom & +Jvonne Gray

Friday, Dec 24 Christmas Eve
4:00 PM Mass: +Jean Wolf
6:30 PM Mass: +Jean Olderman

10:00 PM Mass: +Vernon Gary

Saturday, Dec 25 Christmas Day
10:00 AM Mass: For the People
Sunday, Dec 26

7:30 AM Mass: +Ellen Vonasek
9:00 AM Mass: +Ben Rucinski

11:00 AM Mass: +Jim Gorham

Monday, Dec 20
9:00 AM to 8:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)

10:00 AM Visitation for Leander Peterka
11:00 AM Funeral for Leander Peterka

7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)
Tuesday, Dec 21
11:30 AM Finance Council Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

5:00 PM Third Order of Carmelites Mtg (St. Elizabeth Rm)
7:00 PM Men’s Basketball (Gym)

Wednesday, Dec 22
Parish Offices close at noon today for carpet cleaning.

9:30 AM Rosary (Chapel)

Thursday, Dec 23
Friday, Dec 24
Parish Offices close at noon today.
Saturday, Dec 25 Merry Christmas!
Sunday, Dec 26

8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)
8:45 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

10:30 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

Monday, Dec 20
●  Is 7:10-14
●  Ps 24:1-2,3-4ab,5-6
●  Lk 1:26-38

Tuesday, Dec 21
●  Sg 2:8-14
●  Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21
●  Lk 1:39-45

Wednesday, Dec 22
● 1 Sm 1:24-28
●  Ps 1 Samuel 2:1,4-5,6-7,8abcd
●  Lk 1:46-56

Thursday, Dec 23
●  Mal 3:1-4,23-24
●  Ps 25:4-5ab,8-9,10,14
●  Lk 1:57-66

Friday, Dec 24
●  2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16
●  Ps 89:2-3,4-5,27,29
●  Lk 1:67-79

Saturday, Dec 25
●  Is 52:7-10
●  Ps 98:1,2-3,3-4,5-6
●  Heb 1:1-6
●  Jn 1:1-18

Sunday, Dec 26
●  Sir 3:2-6,12-14
● Ps 128:1-2,3,4-5
●  Col 3:12-21
●  Lk 2:41-52

This Week in the Parish —––—

Mass Intentions —–—–—–—–
For Week of December 20 to26

Daily Readings —–————–—
For Week of December 20 to 26

Safe Environment —–————–——–————–——–————–———
If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the
Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, your first call should be to law enforcement. In addition, the diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number).

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears,
the babe in my womb leaped for joy.” ~LUKE 1:44
When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel reading at
Mass, do you “leap for joy?” If not, don’t blame the lecturer
or priest, rather look inside yourself. What are you doing to
grow in friendship with Jesus? How do you prepare for Mass
each week? Or, do you just show up and expect to be enter-
tained? As the Body of Christ, we are called to be active par-
ticipants, not just passive observers.



Stewardship of Financial Resources

Parish Life —–—————––—

St. Philip’s Mission Statement:

To Accomplish God’s Work

Total Actual Contributions

Week #24 (Weekend of Dec 12) $16,439.06

Fiscal Year to Date
Last: $383,687.85 ~ Current: $550,570.29

Faith in Our Future Campaign
Pledged to Date: $2,724,962.70 ~ Paid to Date: $2,449,250.53

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

Baptisms
Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child
for Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class.
The next class is scheduled for Sunday, January 9. Please  call
the Parish Office at 444-4262 for more information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Anointing of the Sick or Pastoral Visit
If you are ill or will be having surgery and would like to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick, please call the Parish Office to set
up a time to meet with Fr. Bill or Fr. Michael. If hospitalized, be
sure to indicate you are Catholic upon hospital admittance.

Rite of Catholic Initiation of Adults
Raised Catholic but never Confirmed, or want to become
Catholic? Visit with Deacon Robb or Deacon Kermit to find out
how you can enter into full Communion in the Catholic faith.

Religious Vocations
Contact Fr. Bill or Fr. Michael for more information.

Sacramental Life ——————

St. Philip’s extends condolences to the families of
Tom Welle, Donna Schmitt, Mary Anglesburg,
Leander Peterka, and Bob Peters. May they find rest

and peace, and may their families find comfort in God’s love.

“There is nothing we have; nothing; that is not a gift. Everything
we are and everything we have is founded in the loving generosity
of the Creator. When we know this, not just in our minds but in
the depths of our hearts, then life takes on a whole new meaning.
Then we have a whole different perspective about our time or our
talents or our treasure, our bodies, our minds, hearts – everything
that we are and everything that we have – takes on a completely
different perspective.” ~Bishop Carl A. Kemme

Christmas Flowers for St. Philip’s Church are
supplied, in part, through the generous donations given by
parishioners in memory of deceased loved ones, or in honor
of the living.

If you wish to make a memorial, please use your Christmas
Flower offering envelope in your packet of envelopes. Or,
place your donation in an envelope clearly marked Christmas
Flowers. Please indicate the name of the deceased person(s)
your gift is in memory of, or the name of the living person(s)
your gift is in honor of.

Place your envelope in the collection basket or turn it in to
the Parish Office as soon as possible. All memorials will be
published in the parish bulletin after the Christmas season.

HS Youth Group
This Sunday, December 19 from 5 to 7:30 PM, we will be having
our Christmas get together! We’ll provide all the food and bev-
erages. Come and enjoy sledding at Library Park followed by
games and prizes! We’ll gather at St. Philip’s at 5 PM, head over
to go sledding, then back to St. Philip’s for hot chocolate, food
and games. Please bring a sled if you have one.

2022 Parish Calendars
The parish calendars are here! They are on tables in the narthex
so be sure to take one home.

Christmas Mass Schedule
Church of St. Philip

Christmas Eve ~
Friday, December 24:
4:00 PM, 6:30 PM, or 10:00 PM

Christmas Day ~
Saturday, December 25:

10:00 AM

“Oh Come Let Us Adore Him”

Carmelite Corner ——————
Lay Carmelites of The Most Pure Heart of Mary

St. John Paul II’s homily at Mass,1978, talks about Joseph's
relationship with the birth of Christ.  Joseph by himself is only
a silent witness. Joseph, full of admiration, not speaking and
respectful, contemplates the child and its mother. After Mary,
he was the first person to see the Son of God made man.  No
one could have experienced more happiness than he, when
he took in his arms, the Messiah.

If we stay close to Joseph during these few days between now
and Christmas, he will help us to contemplate this tremen-
dous mystery of which he was a silent witness and to gaze
lovingly at Mary as she holds the Son of God made man.  To-
day, ask Joseph to make us simple of heart so that we will
know how to show our love for the child Jesus, as he did.

St. Philip’s Clothing Depot will be closed for the
Christmas holiday from Friday, December 24 until Monday, Jan-
uary 3. The doors will open again on Tuesday, January 4. Thank
you for your patronage to the Clothing Depot, helping to sup-
port the many agencies in Bemidji that benefit from the Depot’s
profits!



SPEAK LIFE 2021 #42
I am thirty-seven. Thirty-seven weeks old.
When my thumb isn’t in my mouth, I
cough to keep training my lungs to
breathe. What shall we do today, Mom?
We could hang out while you wash my baby clothes or reor-
ganize my nursery for the seventh time. Or—maybe we could
take a nap? Or two? Don’t worry, I’ll still wake up at 3 a.m. with
you. Oh! What was that? It felt like a quick hug. Thanks, Mom.
So you like the nap idea best? Okay. Me too. Hey before you
get too comfortable—I want you to know that I’m about the
size of a bunch of swiss chard. -a.m.opdahl

THE ADVENT GIVING TREE
The Giving Tree is an opportunity for
adults, children, families, individuals, or
groups to  do something for others during
the Advent season. Local service
organizations have provided us with lists

of items that will brighten the lives of their clients during the
holiday season, and you are invited to participate.

To do this, choose one or more of the ornaments from the
Giving Tree located in the Narthex. Purchase the item listed on
the ornament. Do not wrap, rather tape the ornament to the
item/items. Bring the items to the Parish Office, no later than
Monday, December 20 so that they may be distributed during
the Christmas season.

Friday, December 24
4:00 PM

Christmas Eve Mass

Friday, December 24
6:30 PM

Christmas Eve Mass

Friday, December 24
10:00 PM

Christmas Eve Mass

Saturday, December 25
10:00 AM

Christmas Mass

SACRISTAN Marleen Webb HELP PLEASE Tracie Walter HELP PLEASE

LECTOR 1 Ernie Rall Carol Rettinger HELP PLEASE Judith Stai

LECTOR 2 Cheryl Christlieb Sharon Zarrett HELP PLEASE Marilynne Hodapp

INTERCESSOR Deacon Kermit Erickson HELP PLEASE HELP PLEASE Dotty Forrest

ALTAR SERVER
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

Sydney Beise
Emma Beise
Tatum Strassburg

Jill-Ann Walter
Lee Walter
Nicholas Amberg

HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

CAPTAIN EMHC Kelly Marcum Sue Lucas Ed Daigle Betty Lindy

EMHC

Marleen Webb
Pat Gavin
Joann Gardner
Louise Gish
Doug Gish
Stephanie Rupp

Courtney Haskins
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

Alex Froelich
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

Phil Hodapp
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

USHER

John Marcum
Dick Lehmann
Jim Gavin
Mary Dufault
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

Josh Christianson
Will Christianson
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

Phil Hodapp
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

GREETER

Pete Kucera
Sandy Kucera
Dale Johnson
Jan Johnson

HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

MARK THE CALENDAR and spread the word!
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22 ~ 12 NOON

*MEET IN FRONT OF THE BELTRAMI COUNTY COURTHOUSE*
Beltrami Avenue, Bemidji

ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE
In recognition of the 49th anniversary of the devastating Su-
preme Court Roe v. Wade decision which legalized abortion in
the U.S. This is a community event.

ANYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND THE NEXT PLANNING MEET-
ING ON TUES, JANUARY 4 AT 5 PM AT ST. PHILIP’S.

As you can see above, we still need many parishioners to fill in the voids for the Christmas liturgies. These Masses re-
quire many hands to ensure that all goes smoothly — If you plan on attending any of these liturgies, please go to MSP
and sign up for spot that needs you! Thank you for giving of your time on these beautiful celebrations!



Ministry Schedule —————————————————
Week of December 26 ~ Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

Your Parish Representatives:
Parish Council Members: Ben Baird, Dave Brooks, Jamie Glen, Cynthia Haskin, David Liedl, Mary Scofield, Tracie Walter, George
Whalen

Finance Council Members: Jeff Cwikla, Amy Haskell, Roger Heger
School Council Members: Will Beise, Erin Curran, Sarah Haman, Trudy Peterson, Scott Winter

Trustees: Kevin Erpelding, Tracie Walter

Sunday, December 26
7:30 AM

Sunday, December 26
9:00 AM

Sunday, December 26
11:00 AM

SACRISTAN Brad Arel Tracie Walter HELP PLEASE

LECTOR 1 John Carlson Kerri Hartman Laura Hansen

LECTOR 2 Thomas Kern HELP PLEASE Mollie Rupp

INTERCESSOR Sue Bruns Cheryl Larson Emily Vincent

INTRO TO MASS
ANNOUNCER

Thomas Kern Marilynne Hodapp Karen Merschman

ALTAR SERVER
Joshua Arel
HELP PLEASE
Rosie Maus

Andrew Breczinski
John Breczinski
Edward Froelich

Dominic St. Germain
Mali McLean (Mentor)
Bailey Rupp

CAPTAIN EMHC Brad Arel Nicole Kieson HELP PLEASE

EMHC

April Boucher
Sue Lucas
Myrna Corvelli

Alex Froelich
Cathy Lalli
Nathan Mertens
Kimberley Gourneau
Pat Welch

Kim Klinger
Kelly Marcum
John Marcum
Nancy Goodman
Stephanie Rupp

USHER

Ron Hendricks
Ephram Boucher
David Brooks
Gary Bruns

Phil Hodapp
Larry Mack
Mark Froelich
HELP PLEASE

Dave Cwikla
Casey Rupp
Bruce Huderle
Barbara Fitzgerald

HOSPITALITY/
FELLOWSHIP

Ashlea McMartin
Jenay Boucher

Alice LaCoursiere
HELP PLEASE
Terri Caouette
Tim Caouette

Margie Fitzgerald
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
Barbara Fitzgerald

GREETER Ashlea McMartin
HELP PLEASE

Frank Homer
Ayden Homer

Myrna Cwikla
Jean Louvar
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