
St. Philip’s Church
218-444-4262

www.stphilipsbemidji.org

Parish Staff
Pastor:

Fr. Bill DeCrans                       441-4901

Parochial Vicar:
Fr. Michael Arey                     441-4902

Parochial Vicar:
Fr. Christon Muhero               441-4908

Deacon:
Deacon Kermit Erickson         441-4903

Deacon/Parish Administrator:
Deacon Robb Naylor             441-4904

Bookkeeper:
Tina Stearly                            441-4909

Director of Stewardship/Communication:
Maryhelen Chadwick             441-4906

Director of Music & Liturgy:
Bonnie Lee                             441-4905

Faith Formation Staff:
Preschool & Elementary/Safe Environment

Kris Jensen                             441-4944
Middle School

Cassie & David Liedl 441-4944

High School
Sue Hengel 441-4944

Youth Group
Brad Arel 441-4911

Campus Ministry & Adult Formation:
Nancy Goodman 441-4907

Parish Office Coordinator:
Tammy Johnson 441-4900

Facility Maintenance Supervisor:
Brad Arel 441-4911

Maintenance Support Staff:
Rick Dahlman
Jim Shaw.

Aaron Duncan

St. Philip’s School Staff
218-444-4938

Principal:
Jana Norgaard                        ext. 4941

School Office Staff:
Stephanie Glen 441-4940
Kerry Frauenholtz                  441-4942

Sister Parish
St. Charles Pennington

2500 Scenic Hwy NE, Pennington, MN
4 p.m. Saturdays from Memorial Weekend to

Labor Day Weekend

Newman Catholic Ministries
BSU/NWTC

All sacramental events take place at
St. Philip’s Church. School year only.

St. Philip’s Clothing Depot
218-444-3835

Open 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. T, W, Th, Fri, Sat
Manager:

Norma Himmelright
Assistant Manager:

Shirly Curtis

Spiritual Direction
Tamara Moore

Please call the Parish Office for information.

December 26, 2021

Mass Times
Saturday 5:30 PM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, & 11:00 AM
Monday 8:30 AM
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Wednesday (School Mass) 8:40 AM
Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM

Reconciliation Times
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 8:45 AM, 10:30 AM
or by appointment, call 444-4262 to schedule

Mother Teresa told how one day in Melbourne, Australia, she visited a poor
man nobody knew existed. He was living in a basement room which was in a ter-
rible state of neglect. There was no light in the room, and he rarely opened the
blinds. He didn’t seem to have a friend in the world.

She started to clean and tidy the room. At first he protested: “Leave it alone.
It’s all right as it is.” But she went ahead anyway. As she cleaned, she chatted
with him. Under a pile of rubbish, she found an oil lamp covered with dust. She
cleaned it and discovered that it was beautiful. And she said to him, ‘You’ve got
a beautiful lamp here. How come you never light it?’

‘Why should I light it?’ he replied. ‘No one ever comes to see me.’’ Will
you promise to light it if one of my sisters came to see you? ‘Yes,’ he replied. ‘If
I hear a human voice, I’ll light the lamp.’

Two of Mother Teresa’s nuns began to visit him regularly. Things gradually
improved for him. Every time the sisters came to visit him, he had the lamp lit.
Then one day he said to them, ‘Sisters, I’ll be able to manage on my own from
now on but do me a favor. Tell that first sister who came to see me that the light
she lit in my life is still burning.

Fortunately, the lamp Jesus lit in our
world continues to burn. His light was
not lit in Bethlehem once and then extin-
guished. It shines in the midst of our
world. It is persistent and defiant light,
which no darkness can overpower. It
shines for all who believe in him and fol-
low Him.

My prayer for you this Christmas is
that the light that was lit 2000 years ago
in the stable in Bethlehem, is still shining
brightly in your lives and hearts today.

May you all have a very merry and
blessed Christmas.
Jesus loves you,
Fr. Bill



Monday, Dec 27
8:30 AM Mass: +Ozzie Loeffler

Tuesday, Dec 28
6:30 PM Mass: +Brian Himmelberger

Wednesday, Dec 29
8:40 AM Mass: +Karen Arel

Thursday, Dec 30
8:30 AM Mass: +Jerry Fagerstrom

Friday, Dec 31
8:30 AM Mass: +Ann Schmickle

Saturday, Jan 1 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
9:00 AM Mass: +Tom & +Sharon Hunt

Sunday, Jan 2
7:30 AM Mass: +Walt & +Jean Wizner
9:00 AM Mass: For the People

11:00 AM Mass: +Mary Joan Pleger

Monday, Dec 27
Parish Offices Closed
No Adoration

7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)
Tuesday, Dec 28

7:00 PM Men’s Basketball (Gym)

Wednesday, Dec 29
9:20 AM Rosary (Chapel)
5:00 PM Funeral Visitation for Patrick Keefe (Church)
7:00 PM Wake Service (Church)

Thursday, Dec 30
10:00 AM Funeral Visitation for Patrick Keefe (Church)
11:00 AM Funeral (Church)
Friday, Dec 31
Parish Offices Closed
Saturday, Jan 1
*No 4:00 PM Reconciliation
*No 5:30 PM Mass
Sunday, Jan 2

8:30 AM to 10:30 AM KC Pancake Breakfast (Social Hall)
8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)
8:45 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

10:30 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

Monday, Dec 27
●  1 Jn 1:1-4
●  Ps 97:1-2,5-6,11-12
●  Jn 20:1a,2-8

Tuesday, Dec 28
●  1 Jn 1:5—2:2
●  Ps 124:2-3,4-5,7cd-8
●  Mt 2:13-18

Wednesday, Dec 29
● 1 Jn 2:3-11
●  Ps 96:1-2a,2b-6
●  Lk 2:22-35

Thursday, Dec 30
●  1 Jn 2:12-17
●  Ps 96:7-8a,8b-9,10
●  Lk 2:36-49

Friday, Dec 31
●  1 Jn 2:18-21
●  Ps 96:1-2,11-12,13
●  Jn 1:1-18

Saturday, Jan 1
●  Nm 6:22-27
●  Ps 67:2-3,5-6,8
●  Gal 4:4-7
●  Lk 2:16-21

Sunday, Jan 2
●  Is 60:1-6
● Ps 72:1-2,7-8,10-13
●  Eph 3:2-3a,5-6
●  Mt 2:1-12

This Week in the Parish —––—

Mass Intentions —–—–—–—–
For Week of December 27 to January 2

Daily Readings —–————–—
For Week of December 27 to January 2

Safe Environment —–————–——–————–——–————–———
If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the
Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, your first call should be to law enforcement. In addition, the diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number).



Stewardship of Financial Resources

Parish Life —–—————––—

The St. Philip’s Catholic Community is happy to con-
gratulate Joel Mark Berglund, who celebrated the
sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation on Dec. 11.

The St. Philip’s Catholic Community welcomes
through the waters of baptism, Lilyan Elizabeth,
Ryan Michael, and Connor Allen Scofield,
children of Andrew and Kristine Scofield, and
Barrett Arlo Browne, son of Kiel and Kalee Browne. May they
be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Thank you to all who support St. Philip’s mission
through stewardship giving—whether you use
envelopes, give through a recurring gift online or
through an account, or if you put money in the
basket. Point your camera at the QR code to go
to our online giving page.

Total Actual Contributions

Week #25 (Weekend of Dec 19) $24,393.50

Fiscal Year to Date
Last: $404,119.35 ~ Current: $574,963.79

Faith in Our Future Campaign
Pledged to Date: $2,724,962.70 ~ Paid to Date: $2,454,705.53

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

Baptisms
Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child
for Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class.
The next class is scheduled for Sunday, January 9. Please  call
the Parish Office at 444-4262 for more information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Anointing of the Sick or Pastoral Visit
If you are ill or will be having surgery and would like to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick, please call the Parish Office to set
up a time to meet with Fr. Bill or Fr. Michael. If hospitalized, be
sure to indicate you are Catholic upon hospital admittance.

Rite of Catholic Initiation of Adults
Raised Catholic but never Confirmed, or want to become
Catholic? Visit with Deacon Robb or Deacon Kermit to find out
how you can enter into full Communion in the Catholic faith.

Religious Vocations
Contact Fr. Bill or Fr. Michael for more information.

Sacramental Life ——————

St. Philip’s extends condolences to the families
of Beaulah Peterson, Patrick Keefe, and
Lorraine Wenner, mother of Sue Hengel. May
they find rest and peace, and may their families

find comfort in God’s love.

“There is nothing we have; nothing; that is not a gift. Everything
we are and everything we have is founded in the loving generosity
of the Creator. When we know this, not just in our minds but in
the depths of our hearts, then life takes on a whole new meaning.
Then we have a whole different perspective about our time or our
talents or our treasure, our bodies, our minds, hearts – everything
that we are and everything that we have – takes on a completely
different perspective.” ~Bishop Carl A. Kemme

St. Philip’s Mission Statement:

To Accomplish God’s Work

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Pancake Breakfast
SUNDAY, JANUARY 2

8:30 AM to 10:30 AM
St. Philipés Social Hall
FREE WILL OFFERING2022 Parish Calendars

The parish calendars are here! They are on tables in the narthex
so be sure to take one home.

Take Note…
We have a few changes in our schedule for next week. The
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God falls on Saturday, Jan 1 so
we will have only one Mass that day, at 9 AM. Because of the
holy day, there will not be a 5:30 PM Mass that evening.

The Parish Offices will be closed on Monday, December 27
and Friday, December 31. There will not be Adoration on
Monday December 27. If there is an emergency which requires
a priest, call 218-407-2183.

Matching grant deadline Dec. 31
Thank you to all who have contributed toward the $25,000
goal for the Schulze Family Foundation Matching Grant. The
deadline to qualify for the match is December 31. Meeting the
$25,000 match will earn $25,000 from the Schulze Family Foun-
dation. Funds will be used to develop music, art, and endow-
ment programs for St. Philip’s School.

End-of-year donations
Have questions about IRA distributions or other contributions
before year end? Contact Maryhelen Chadwick (218-444-4262
or mhchadwick@stphilipsbemidji.org). Keep in mind the Parish
Offices will be closed Friday, December 31.



Grieving Resource Library
If you have lost a loved one, maybe you have felt one of

the following during your grief: “It can’t be, it just can’t be; I
never knew that it would hurt so much; part of my heart has
been ripped away; no one ever told me that grief felt so
much like fear; no one knows the tears still inside me; and
finally, death leaves a heartache no one can heal, love leaves
a memory no one can steal.”

Where do I find help?  At St. Philip’s. We have started to
develop a Grieving Resource Library. We currently have 30-
some books and pamphlets that could help you through
your grief of the loss of a loved one.

Some of the books we carry are:
•Too Soon A Memory, a guide for parents suffering a
miscarriage. This booklet focuses on the needs of parents
who have to deal with a loss that involved tangible
memories.
• Journey Through Grief, a series of four books: Book one,
A Time to Grieve, the three N’s, normal, natural, necessary.
Book two, Experiencing Grief, when your loss sinks in,
accepting your grief, secondary losses. Book three, Finding
Hope and Healing, how much longer God?  How long does
this last? Book Four, Rebuilding and Remembering,
permission to grieve – again,  the first anniversary, rebuilding
your life, continuing bonds.
• Getting Past Christmas, tips for surviving December after
the death of a loved one.
• When Bad Things Happen to Good People, how to cope
with hard times and personal pain after the loss of a loved
one.
• The Gift of a Memory, a warm and gentle gift of love that
commemorates the loss of a special life and celebrates our
most cherished memories.

The books/pamphlets are located in the St. Kateri Room
and can be checked out for 2 weeks or more if you need to. If
you are not sure which book could assist you, contact either
Fr. Jerry, Fr. Michael, Deacon Kermit or Deacon Robb. “The
journey of grieving takes you from loving in the presence to
loving in the absence.”

SPEAK LIFE 2021 #43
I am thirty-eight. Thirty-eight weeks old. You
know I can stretch my arms out, right? But
when I try to stretch out my legs—I feel
cramped. Could we remodel? Dad is very handy. Remember,
he figured out how the crib went together—finally. And we
know he’s great at rearranging furniture, oh and painting!
After hearing him put the crib together, I bet he would enjoy
demolishing a wall with a sledgehammer! What do you think,
Mom? See—? I. Am. So. Squashed. Feel my feet? Oof. I’ll wait
here while you think about it—all six pounds of me growing
on your vine like a buttercup squash. -a.m.opdahl

ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22, 2022 ~ 12 NOON

MEET IN FRONT OF THE BELTRAMI COUNTY COURTHOUSE
Beltrami Avenue, Bemidji

In recognition of the 49th anniversary of the devastating
Supreme Court Roe v. Wade decision which legalized abortion
in the U.S. This is a community event for all ages.

ANYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND THE NEXT PLANNING
MEETING ON TUES, JANUARY 4 AT 5 PM AT ST. PHILIP’S.

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are.” ~1 JOHN 3:1
During this season of giving, let us remember a beautiful gift
that we have received – being children of God! As God’s chil-
dren, it’s in our DNA that we share and express our love for
others as well. Tell your spouse, children, other family members
and friends that you love them, every day! Also, pray for those
people that are different than you, those that you may not like
or those that go out of their way to annoy you. Your prayers
may be the start of a new friendship.

Carmelite Corner ——————
Lay Carmelites of The Most Pure Heart of Mary

“Mercy is the inexhaustible love of God. Mercy is the greatest
of the attributes of God. It is precisely because sin exists in the
world, which “God so loved… that he gave his only Son” (Jn
3:16) that God, who is love cannot reveal Himself otherwise
than as Mercy.” Quotes from 1980 Encyclical by St. John Paul
II, Kivas in Misericordia.

What does that mean to man today? God’s mercy is endless.
Just ask Him.

St. Philip’s Clothing Depot will be closed for the
Christmas holiday from Friday, December 24 until Monday, Jan-
uary 3. The doors will open again on Tuesday, January 4. Thank
you for your patronage to the Clothing Depot, helping to sup-
port the many agencies in Bemidji that benefit from the Depot’s
profits!

Director of Faith Formation
St. Agnes (Walker) and Sacred Heart (Hackensack) parishes are
looking for a Faith Formation Director: someone alive in their
Catholic faith, committed to following Jesus Christ as an inten-
tional disciple, passionate about bringing others to Christ, and
equipped for the mission of the New Evangelization. This is a
full-time salaried position, ministering to people from the cra-
dle to the grave. If you are interested in this position, please
go to www.stagnesandsacredheart.com/hiring for more infor-
mation and application.

365 Days of Inspiration
Our Christmas gift to you this year is a Matthew Kelly book
entitled “The Wisdom of Fulton Sheen”. This is a beautiful col-
lection of inspiring quotes from Sheen’s life and works. The
Wisdom of Fulton Sheen is a powerful collection of his writ-
ings that will encourage you to think differently about who
you are, how your life is unfolding, what God is calling you to
next, and what priorities will lead you to the peace and pur-
pose you desire.

Books will be located at either entrance of the narthex for the
next few weeks. Be sure to take one!



Ministry Schedule —————————————————
Week of January 1/2 ~ The Epiphany of the Lord

Your Parish Representatives:
Parish Council Members: Ben Baird, Dave Brooks, Jamie Glen, Cynthia Haskin, David Liedl, Mary Scofield, Tracie Walter, George
Whalen

Finance Council Members: Amy Haskell, Roger Heger
School Council Members: Will Beise, Erin Curran, Sarah Haman, Trudy Peterson, Scott Winter

Trustees: Kevin Erpelding, Tracie Walter

Saturday, Jan 1
Solemnity of Mary, the

Mother of God
at 9 AM

Sunday, Jan 2
7:30 AM

Sunday, Jan 2
9:00 AM

Sunday, Jan 2
11:00 AM

SACRISTAN David Hoefer Joe Bofferding Mark Studer

LECTOR 1 Judith Stai Kay Mack Cheryl Larson

LECTOR 2 Jennifer Leisenheimer Sue Hengel Emily Vincent

INTERCESSOR Deacon Kermit Erickson Deacon Kermit Erickson Ernie Rall

INTRO TO MASS
ANNOUNCER

Sharon Zarrett Susan Baird Carol Rettinger

ALTAR SERVER
Patrick Hodapp
Paul Hodapp
Felicity Brooks

Adeline Lundin
Owen Vigen
Mallery Vigen

Peter Mathews
Tatum Winter
Peyton Stearly

CAPTAIN EMHC Brad Arel Tracie Walter Kelly Marcum

EMHC
Jake Hodapp
Joan Klobe
Mary Zigan

HELP PLEASE
Kay Mack
Alex Froelich

Elizabeth Mathews
Marcia Larson
Yvonne Solheim

USHER

Aaron Hoefer
James Wiltse
David Brooks
Gary Bruns

Bob Schlichting
Larry Mack
Mark Froelich
Kerri Hartman

Bob Pohl
John Miesen
John Marcum
Barbara Fitzgerald

HOSPITALITY/
FELLOWSHIP

KC Pancake Breakfast
Alice LaCoursiere
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE
Pat Sturk

GREETER Jennifer Hoefer
Kiera Hoefer

Frank Homer
Ayden Homer

Rita Lauderbaugh
Jean Louvar

NO 5:30 PM MASS
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